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TilE HISTORY OF THE CANAANITES 
AND PHILISTINES. 



SECT, I. 
The History of Canaan* 



^i. 



UNDER the general denomination of Ca^ 
naanites are included the seven nations, 
distinguished ip^^ripture by the names of Hit« 
tites, Jeba8it^/*'Amorites, Girgasites^ Hiyites^ 
Perrizsites, and Canaanites^ properly so called* 
They appear to have labonred, in a particular 
tnanner, under the evil influence of the curse de« 
nounced against their prctgenitor, Canaan;. being 
doomed in the end to subjection^ expulsion, or 
extirpation : and ivere, in ail probability, sub- 
divided into Dft^iny little kipgdoms ; since wa 
read of thirty-one Cauaanitish kings, who were 
subdued by the victorious arms of Joshua. 

With respect to customs, manners, arts, sci« 
ences, and fewguage, these nations may be sup* 
posed to have differed widely from each other, 
according to the different courses of life which 
naturally resulted from their respective situa- 
tions. Those wlio r««ded on the sea^oast wera 
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H C\NAANITES. 

merchants, iii which capacity they will be con- 
sidered when spoken of as PhcBnicians, for by 
that name they were afterward known to the 
Greeks. The others, who had an inland situa- 
tion, were partly employed in rural avocations, 
and partly in the exercise of arms. Those w4io 
resided in the walled cities and fixed abode.«» 
•ultivated the land ; and those who wundered 
about attended upon cattle, or carried arms ; 
«o that it is easy to discern among them the vse- 
veral distinct classes of mercliants, artificers, 
•oldiers, shepherds, and husbandmen. It is also 
wfficiently obvious that they were j^killed in 
the arts of war ; that their towns were wetl for- 
tified, and them^lves well supplied with mili- 
tary weapons ; that they were enterprising, oh 
stinate, and almost invincible ; and by no means 
deficient in policy. 

Their religion seems to have been undefiled 
tin the days of Abraham, w^^cknowledged 
Mckhisedek as a priest of the most high God : 
but aflter this period they rapidly degenerated, 
and in the days of Moses were become incorri* 
ipble idolaters ; for he strictly enjofi>ed the 
Israelites not to intermarry with them, but to 
*' destroy their altars, overthrow their images, 
cut down their groves, and smite them without 
mercy/' They are said to have compelled their 
children to pass through fire to the idol Moloch ; 
to have contaminated their altars with human 
sacrifices; and to have abandoned themselves 
entirely to the gratification of impure desires. 
Of their government nothing more can be said 
llian that they were c<Hnprehended in a ^reat 
number of states, under snbjectioii to chiefs, or 
kings, and that all their bnsintsi was transact- 
ed ia popular aasemblies. 

Thfr 



CANAANITES. S 

The begiiming of their history is extremely 
dark, and much encumbered with the hypotheses 
of the learned, who have contemplated their an- 
tiquities. They are supposed, upon the increase 
of their families, to have possessed themselves 
of the Arabian side of Egypt ; and there to 
ha.ye erected a kingdom coeval with that of 
Mizraim. But the incongruity which subsisted 
between their customs and those of the Egyp* 
tians, occasioned soni^ fierce contentions, wliich 
terminated in their total expulsion. 
. The first atuhentic account of this ^ p 
|)eople applies to the inhabitants of the ,'' 
vale of Siddim^ who were invaded by 
Chedorlaomer, king of £Iam, and reduced to pay 
an annual tribute. Thirteen years after their 
subjugation they revolted, and determined to 
dispute their rights with the conqueror ; but 
their efforts proved unsuccessful, and they were 
chastised with the most exemplary rigour. At 
this time Lot was taken captive, and rescued by 
his kinsman Abraham. 

No further mention is made of their ^ p 
concerns during the spaceof fifteen years ; . ' * 
but at length a terrific judgment was ' 

^executed on the inhabitants of Siddim, in conse- 
Ajuence of their gross impiety and unc leanness. 
Four cities of this fertile and pleasant vale, 
Sodom, Gomorah, Admah, and Zeboiro, were 
at once destroyed by fire and brimstone j and • 
the whole tract of country in the vicinage was 
consumed, and became the Dead sea, or lake 
Asphaltites. 

After this destruction of one branch of the 
Canaauites, with their whole territory, exceipt 
the city of Bela, the Hittites treixted N\*\\\i K>a\^ 
B2 V^m 
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]yam respecting the cave of Macbpelahj and 
their behaviour toward that patriarch merits 
our warmest approbation. 
•g p Nothing material occurs after this 
1734 transaction^ for the space of one hun- 
' dred and twenty-eight years, when Ha- 
mor, king of Shechem, sold a piece of ground to 
Jacob : and Diuah^ the daugnter of that patri- 
archy inflamed Shechem^ the son of Hamor^ 
^ith the most ardent and ungovernable pas- 
sion ; in consequence of which, he violated 
her chastity, and brought that dreadful massa- 
cre upon his igifortunate subjects, which is cir- 
cumstantially detailed in thf thirty- fourth 
chimter of the boolc of Genesis. 

When Moses first advanced toward the bor- 
ders of the promised land, the Canaanites in the 
south-eastern parts of the country united with 
the Amalekites, to impede the progress of 
Israel ; but they were eventually unsuccessful, 
though permitted to repulse such of the chosen 
people as attempted to enter their territory 
against the express decree of God^ Arad was 
king in the south-eastern part of Canaan, m hen 
Moses had a second time advanced to the fron- 
tiers. He went out against the invaders, and 
^k m^ny of them prisoners; but he was after- 
ward completely vanquished, and his country 
utterly destroyed . 

Sihon, the Amorite, residing in the ancient 
country of the Moabites and Ammonites, heinji; 
requested to grant a free passage through his 
country to the Israelites, marched out to oppo^e 
them : but he sustained an overthrow at Jaazer, 
iR^hich was attended with the loss of all his pos- 
sessions. 
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Og, king of Bashan, is reckoned among ^ p 
the sovereigns of the Amorites : he was '' 
of the race of giants^ and had an iron * 

bedstead nine cubits in length : his kingdom 
derived its name from the lofty hill of Bashan, 
^ud contained no less than sixty -walled towns, 
beside viJJages. Og is said to Jiave espoused the 
cause of Sihon^ in opposing the progress of 
Moses and his people ; but he was sJain in the 

* contest^ and his whole kingdom was transferred 

' tp the children of Israel. 

The news of what Moses had done to these 
confederate kings on the other side Jordan as- 
tonished the Canaanitesof every denomination ; 
byt when they also heard that the waters of the 
river had been divided, to facilitate the passage 
of the conquerors^ their surprise was converted 
into terror and consternation. Jericho was the 
first place that felt the fury of the impending 
^torm. " It was dismantled by the shouts of the 
Israelites^ the sound of rams horns, and the car- 
rying the ark of the covenant round the walls. 
I>iOt a single inhabitant was spared but the family 
of Hahab, who had concealed the spies sent by 
Joshua into the city > the buildings were all re- 
duced to ashes, and a curse denounced against 
the man who should attempt to raise others 
upon the same foundation 

The tidingsof such rapid and important t> p 
conquests alarmed the little state of Ai, ^^t/ 
whose king is said to have gained some 
trifling advantage in his first skirmish with 
Joshua. That general, however, formed a stra- 
tagem, by vvhich the city of Ai was 8i^«e.^\\^ x^- 
<luced to a heap of ruins : the \iftVia\n\2ivi\%, x.^^ ^^^ 
numh^T Dhwwf ibQumoA aQuU,v.e»% 1^'»^^- 
B3 x^x^^i 
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t6fpd, and the king himself suspended frpm a 
tree^ and afterward buried in one qf the ^dtes, 
beneath' a heap of stones. 

In order to avert the impending destruction, 
Ti^hich now began to threaten all the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, ^^^ inhabitants of Gibeou^ a 
city of the Hivites, sent ambassadors to Joshua, 
ivho, arriving at his camp in Gilgal, with old 
tattered garments, clouted shoes, and a quantity 
of mouldy bread, assured the Israelites that they 
had conae from a far country to solicit an amiable 
alliance ; and acted their parts with such address 
that Joshua, inconsiderately, made a league 
ivith then^. A^ the expiration of three days the 
artifice was discovered, but the Israelites had 
already engaged to protect them as friends : they 
were, however, condemned to be hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water, to the people they 
liad so 8^btilely deceived. 

Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, resolving to 
make ^n example ot the Gibeonites who had so 
tamely surrendered their liberties, called in the 
kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, I^achish, and £g1on, 
to assist him in besieging the city of Gibeon. 
The inhabitants^ in thisdi^icress, applied for suc- 
cour to Joshua, who immediately came, and 
obliged the royal confederates to retire with the 
utmost precipitation. As they were flying, 
and had nearly peached Both-Horon, there fell a 
dreadful storm of hail, which did more execu- 
tion than the arms of the Israelites. Thus per- 
aecuted by the heavens above, and pressed by 
Joshua in the rear, they fled as chance directed 
them. In so general a dispersion, great num- 
l>ers of them would, in all probability, have es- 
caped^ hwi qpt the sun stqpped his career at 

Joshua's 
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Joshua'^ poinmand^ th»t the Israelites might see 
to oyertakeand destroy their enemies* The five 
l(iog9 foiind a temporary asylum in a c^ye near 
the city of Makkedah ; but^ being discovered^ 
they were soon dragged out, exposed to various 
indignities, and put to death. 

Jabin, king of Azor, receiving intelligence of 
this catastrophe, resolved to raise all the tribes 
of ^he Canaaaites to resist the common enemy, 
and actually assembled an army for that pur* 
pose, which is said to have been '' like the sand 
on the sea-shore for numbers/' But these con- 
federates, being attacked by surprise while they 
were encamped near the waters of Meron, wero 
driven from their camp, and pursued with great 
slaughter. 

Notwithstanding their numerous losses and 
misfortunes, the Canaanites still retaint^d their 
courage, and kept Joshua emplpy^i^ for the space 
of six years, at the expjration of which great 
numbers are supposed to have ^migrated into fo« 
reign countries. 

After they had been repeatedly defeated and 
reduced, the Anakim, a barbarous race w^ho in* 
habited the mountainous part of the country, 
were invaded and cut oQ) and thus the Israelites 
acquired, by degrees, the possession of the 
greatest part of Canaan. But still the Canaan- 
ites of several denomination^ were very power* 
ful, and^ during the remainder of Joshua's life, 
but little molested, as the conquerors Were en- 
gaged in the important business of dividing their 
new territories. 

Subsequent to this division they were agwn 
invaded on all sides by the children of Israel. 
The tribes of S^meoa and JudahmarCked againsC 
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Ctntanites and Perrizzites^ slew ten thousand 
men in the field, and pursued the fugitives to 
the city of Bezek, the residence of king Ado- 
nibezek, who was infamous for his singular in- 
solence and inhumanity ; for, by his own confes- 
sion, he caused seventy monarchs, whom he had 
taken captive, to be deprived of their thumbs 
and great toes, and obliged them to receive 
their allowance of food> like dogs, beneath his 
table. His city was now taken by assault, and 
all the inhabitants put to death. The king him- 
self escaped, but, being overtaken in his flight, 
his thumbs and great toes were cut off, as a just 
reward for his former cruelty. 

Shortly after this expedition, the Canaanites 
were invaded in several other parts. Those who 
dwelt in the mountains were easily reduced, 
but those who occupied the low country were 
able to make a long and vigorous resistance, be- 
ing furnished with chariots of iron. In the 
cou4|pe of this war, Hebron fell into the hands of 
• Caleb, who drove thence the three sons of 
Anak. 

Some vigorous t^ttempts were also made by 
the other tribes against the cities that had fallen 
to their lot, but the adverse party maintained 
their ground with such firmness and resolution 
that, after all their calamities, they were but lit- 
tle inferior to the Israelites ; nor had one tribe 
of them been extirpated except the Girgasites. 

The Canaanites, the Hivites of mount Leba- 
non, and the Sidonians, were left to prove the 
sacred people, by exercisins them with tempta- 
tion to idolatry : and the other devoted nations, 
living as it were in common with the Israelites, 
^on i>«rfuaded them to iatermarry with them» 
»ttd serve their gods. 

In 
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Inconscquencebf their artifices, Israel ^ p 
incSgrfed the heavy displ^^urvre of the 1235' 
Alimi^h'ty; who emjployed a'second Jabin 
as the iastrument of their punishment. This 
prince reduced the Jews to the most abject state 
ef slavery, and oppressed them with the utmost 
rigour for the space of twenty years. At the 
expiration of that tiitae they revolted, and pro- 
ved so successful in their attempt for the reco- ' 
very of their liberty that they routed Jabin's 
army, and pursued Sisei*a(Who had the command 
of nine hundred chai^iots of iron] to the gates of 
Harosheth of the Gentiles. That general, fear- 
ing to be made prisoner, quitted his chariot, 
knd directed his steps with all possible speed t0 
the tent of Heber. the Kenite, where he was re- 
ceived by Jael, Heber's wife, with every tokei^ . 
of respect and amity. Having refreshed him- 
self with a bowl of milk, and requested his hos- 
tess to keep watch at the tent door lest his ene- 
mies should discover him, he fell into a deep 
sleep. Jael immediately seized the opportunity 
of driving a nail into his temples, and thus de- 
prived him of life. Barak; the commander of 
Israel^ came to the tent in quest of the fugitive, 
and fbuud that he had perished by the hand of a 
wonjan ; in consequence of which Jabin's op- 
pression was set aside, and the Israelites obtain- 
ed a respite for the term of forty years. 
' After this battle the history of the Ca- ^ p 
naanites is very obscure and unsatis- ^^aj 
factory, till the, reign of David, when 
that monarch itivaded the city of Jerusalem. 
The Jelnisites, who held the fortress of Ziou, are 
said po have posted their lame and blind to de* 
feud it, saying they w^ere sufficient to keep off 



so 
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SO contemptible an enemy; but David soo« 
convificed them of their error^ and carried the 
place by storm. About the i$ame time they 
were invaded in Gezer, by the king of Egypt, 
and reduced to the utmost extremities. 

Thus oppressed by Israel on the one hand, 
and assaulted by the powerful armies of Pharaoh 
on the other, the remnant of the Amorites, Hit* 
tites, Hivites, Perriz^ites, and Jebusites, were, in 
the days of Solomon, sunk to so wretched a situ* 
ation that they were unable to answer the de* 
n^nd of a trionte, and are therefore supposed 
to have been einployed ia the most laborious and 
servile works of the Jews, who reckoned them 
of a more ignoble birth than then^elves. It is 
however necessary to remark that the Canaan- 
ites, properly so called, were not subject to the 
yoke of Solomon, but, renoaining free in their 
possessions on the sea^oast, gradually rose to a 
great height of fame and prosperity, under the 
appellation of Phoenicians. 



SECT. II. 

The History of the Philistines, 

IT has been already observed that this people 
were descended partly from the Casluhim, 
and partly from the Caphtorim, the posterity 
of Mizraim. Moses affirms that they drove 
out the Avim or Avites, even to Gaza, and took 
possession of the country, which was the chief, 
if not the best, part of the Land of Promise. 

» 'I'heir 
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Their most ancient form of government was 
administered by kings, all of whom were ho- 
noured with the appellation of Abimclech. In 
the days of Moses this monarchy was changed 
into an aristocracy of five lords ; but the su- 
preme authority was again vested in the hands 
of a king, though it is uncertain by what means 
this change was effected. The second race of 
kings was distinguished by the appellation of 
Achish. Durinfif their best times, the royal re- 
sidence was at Gath, whence it was removed, 
first to Askelon, and then to Ga2a. 

The Philistines appear to have been a war- 
like and industrioxis people, and in the days of 
Abraham were justly famed for the purity and 
simplicity of their manners; but they gradu- 
ally degenerated into all the vices of other idol- 
iitrous nations, and became the most irrecon- 
cilable enemies of the Israelites. They were 
greatly addicted to trade, entertained a very 
fond veneration for their deities, and perform- 
ed their religious ceremonies with much pomp 
and magnificence. Their language appears to 
have been easily understood by the Hebrews; 
and they had, doubtless, the arts and sciences in 
common with the most ingenious of their con- 
temporaries. The invention of the bow and 
arrow is ascribed to this people. 

Abimelech, their king, in Abraham's ^ ^ 
time, was a wise and equitable person, t«o^' 
and seems to have bad an intercourse ^^^• 
with God. He resided at Gerat, where he be- 
came enamouretl of Abraham's wife, and, 
tinderstanding she was a single woman, resolved 
.to take heir to his bed j but, being warned by 
the Almighty^ in a dream, to restore tbe object. 
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of his fove to her concealed husband, he called 
Abraham into his presence, rebuked him for hit 
duplicity aUuTWant of Ijoiifidence, and presented 
him witf a considerable number of sheep, oxen, 
and servants, giving him free permission at the 
same time to settle in any part of his dominions. 
Abimelech the second reigned also at Gerar, 
and had almost the same transaction with 
IsaacShd Rebecca^ as his father had with Abra- 
ham and Sarah. He appears to have been ac- 
tuated- by the very same principles as his righ- 
teous predecessor, and certainly merited the 
epithet of a just and righteous prince. Isaae 
continued, without molestation, in the land till 
his increasing power began to give umbrage to 
the Philistines, who treated him very injuriously 
by filling up his wells as fast as his servants dug 
them, and by various other ill offices. He was 
then compelled to remove from place to place, 
till at length Abimelech renewed the covenant 
that had subsisted between his father and Abra- 
ham. 

Nothing further worthy of notice is recorded , 
of these people tillaf^r the deccaser of Joshua, 
when they were dispossessed of Gaza, Askelon, 
and Ekronj by the united tribes of Simeon and 
Judah, which, however, they soon recovered, 
but whether by gift or conquest is uncertain. 
jg Q About one hundred and twenty years 
1305* ^^^ *^® reduction of these cities, the 
* Philistines oppressed the children of Is- 
rael, and retained theiii In sulbjection till their 
delivery was effected by the valour. of Shamgar, 
wi^o^^ said to have killed six hundred men with 
an' o^gokd. A second time they oppressed the 
Israeliiesi in coiyunction with the Ammonites, 

in 
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in the days of Jephtbah : and a third time they 
reduced tbem^ by the permission of God, and 
held them in subjection for the space of forty 
years. 

In this interval, Samson was born to ^^ .^ 
check the pride of the Philistines. He . j„ ' 
fell in love with a damsel who resided at 
Tinmath, and at the celebration of his marriage 
proposed a riddle to thirty young Philistines, 
promising to give a suit of apparel to eacli mafi, ; 
if within seven days they should explain it. For 
three successive dstys they puzzled themselves 
with the solution of his enigma ; but finding 
themselves totally at a loss, and knowing that 
Samson would demand thirty changes of appa> 
relfrom them, if they could not resolve it, they 
threatened their countrywoman, Samson's bride, 
with the most dreadful effects of their fury, if 
the did not extricate them from their trouble. 
She accordingly wearied her husband by conti- 
nual intreaties, till at length she prevailed on 
him to disclose the ambiguity, which she com-^ 
municated to her guests. This transaction pro- 
ved a misfortune to Askelon, as Samson went 
thither and slew thirty men, whose garments he 
carried home to fulfil his engagement. 

Samson's marriage was productive of -^ p 
many misfortunes to the Philistines ; for . ' ^' 
his father-in-law, apprehending that his ^^^^^^ 
daughter was not possessed of the Israelite's 
heart, gave her to another^ and denied Samson, 
who had been absent a twelvemonth, all access 
to his wife; but at the same time offered him 
another daughter, whom he highly extolled for 
her youth and personal accomplishments. But 
this proposal did not pacify Samson, who, in re-^ 
. yenge, sent three hundred foxes with fire-brands 

Vol. ir. C at 
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at their tails into the fields^ so that the standiBg^' 
corn was consumed^ together with all the other 
fruits of the earth. The Philistines, confounded at 
so unexpected a disaster, and understahding the 
cause of Samson's anger, looked on his father-in* 
Jaw as the chief incendiary, and therefore burnt 
him, together with his daughter. 

Many of them were afterward smitten by 
Samson, whom they pursued to the rock Etain, 
and received, bound, from the men of Judah* 
The -Philistines shouted aloud at the sight of their 
enemy, but their joy was soon converted into 
mourning ; for Samson, breaking his boDd9, 
found the jaw-bone of an ass, and with thaH 
weapon killed a thousand of his adversaries. 

At the expiration of twenty years theGacitev 
thought they had this formidable enemy within 
their power, and fastened their gates with an 
intetition to put him to death in the mommg. 
Bat riieir precaution was frustrated by SamsoD^ 
who, quitting his lodging at midnight, took the 
-city gates, with tbeir posts and bars, and carrie4 
them away to Hebron. He was however at: 
kngth subd«ed through the treachery ^f h'lB 
mistress Dalilah, who consented to deliver hint 
to the lords of the Philistines for a coosklefable 
sum of money r 

Samson, thus betrayed throfiigb hisownfrfly 
and incontinence, was deprived of his sigfc^ 
bound in fetters of bra^rs, aou compelled to f^rmi 
in the prison at Oaea : bot, in consequence <6f ^ 
his repentance and earnest prayer to God, he 
was finally enabled to revenge himself in the 
most ample ma&ner, by overturnmg the tenple 
of Dagon, and crushing three thousand perseaf 
beneath the ruins. 

S»on after thif extraordim^y event the Philk- 

- tinef 
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ti»et obtained a signal victory oyer Israel, and 
took the ark of God, after having slain the two 
priests who attended it : but, experiencing some 
severe afflictions while they retained it ia their 
possession^ they sent it back again to the Israel- 
ites, and appear to have been thorougiily sensi- 
bleof the hand that chastised them, 'ihey soon, 
howeyer^ forgot this manifestation of the divine 
anger; for, about twenty years after, they 
marched against the chosen people, who were 
assembled at Mizpeh : but they were dispersed 
by so dreadful a storm of thunder and lightning, 
that the Israelites pursued them with great 
slaughter as far as iSethCar, and emancipated 
themseivf 8 from the tyrannical yoke. 

The Philistines soon recovered this loss, ^ ^ 
and io a few years became more powerful .'' 
than ever; for being informed that one 
of their fortresses had been surprised by Jona- 
than, the son of Saul, they assembled thirty thou- 
sand chariots of war, six thousand hotse, and an 
incredible number of foot soldiers, to fight with 
the Israelites, who were at this time destitute of 
arms, through the political precautions of their 
tyrannical oppressors. 

• In the midst of their cruel depredations ^ p. 
they received a check from Jonathan, ,^V* 
who, inspired by a divine impulse, and 
jU:compauied by his armour-bearer, made a con- 
siderable slaughter of one of (heir out-guards • 
the noise of which spreadhig to the whole body 
occasioned so universal a tumult that ihey fell 
upon each other with great fury, and the ^^arth 
is expressly said to have shaken beneath them. 
The Israelites, perceiving the confusion, sallied 
•ut against them under the command of Sa\i\» 
C2 ^rv^ 
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and pursued tbem with mnremittipg slaughter 
from Michmash to Ajalon. 

^^otwithst^ftding ^big. misforlmie, visibly ef«* 
,feQteU^by-'tb^;li4|ii|4k^ Heaven, they recovered 
their fomfcif'^intin a few years, and resolved 
once more to -try the strength of the Israelites ia 
arms. They accordingly pitched their tents on 
an eminence in front of the Jewish camp, and 
sent a giant, one Goliath of Gath, to challenge 
any individual of their enemies to single combat. 
He presented himself before the intimidated 
tribes for forty days successively, without receiv- 
ing any answer to his proposals, or his menaces; 
but at last he was attacked and slain by Davids 
a ruddy youth, who used no other weapons than 
a sling and a smooth stone chosen from a brook. 
The haughty Philistine no sooner fell than Da<p 
vid severed'his head from h\k body, and carried 
U off ip triumph ; while the Philistines fled with 
the utmost precipitation, and were pursued with 
great slaughter to the gates of their own cities, 
Gath and Ekron. 

Soon after this event they were overthrown 
in battle by David, and some great change seems 
to have been eflected in their government ; for 
about this time the Scripture spe;iks of a king, 
whose name was Achish, and who resided at 
Gath. David, being compelled by the urgency 
of his atiairs to seek an asyluin in Gath, was 
brought before this monarch ; but he, supposing: 
from his bishaviour that he was insane, would 
take no further notice of him than to command 
th^t he should po more be brought into the pre- 
sence. 

•n Q Achish, the son of- Maoch, afterward 

lOfiO '"P^^^y®.^ pttvid and all his followers jnto 

* his protection ; ^Hotted him Ziglag for 

his 
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his particular dwelling ; and proposed to entrust 
him with an honourable command in the army : 
i>ut this design was oyerniled by the lords of the 
Philistines. 

Achish and the Philistines now inarched 
against Saul, who was encamped on mount Gil- 
boa, and, a^er a sanguinary contest, obtaiued a 
complete victory. They drove the Israelites be- 
fore them with great slaughter ; put Jonathan, 
Abinadab, and Malchishua, to death ; and 
closely pursued Saul, but he fell by his own 
•word before they overtook him. This conquest 
put them in possession of a great part of the 
enemy's country. 

On David's accession to the throne of his de- 
ceased rival, the Philistines did not o/lisrtodis« 
turb him ; but -the irreconcilable enmity which 
subsisted between the nations soon produced 
Other war's, all of which terminated in favour of 
the Israelites. The Philistine now were made tri- 
blitary to David, and are supposed to have applied 
themselves to commerce and the arts of peace. 

Many years after this period they were -n q 
liarassed by Nadab, king of Israel, who q\' 
besieged them in the city of Gibbetbon, 
ivhich was again invested by Elah, king of Israel, 
^ome years afterward ; but they resisted the ef. 
forts of both these princes with equal intrepid 
flity and success. 

They are said to have courted the favour of 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, by avoluntary pay- 
ment of their tribute, which had been for some 
tinie neglected : but in the reign of his son Je- 
horam they rose in open rebellion, broke into his 
kingdom, plundered the royal treasury, and ex- 
tcrmiQated aU bis family, except AlELaV\^X\ ^vA 
C3 V^\ 
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her son Ahaziab^ who had the good fortune to 
e^ape their fury. This extraordinary succesi 
was probably owing to the assistance they re* 
ceived from the Arabians^ who at the same pe- 
riod made war upon the Israelite's; but they 
were soon afterward recompensed by Uzziah, 
kingof Judah^ who dismantled Ashdod, Gath, 
and Jabneh^ and built ^ several strong cities 
among thcni to keep them in subjection. 
T» fi They are supposed to have remained 
*^*Jr" peaceable under the [government of Uz- 
' ziah and Jotham; but in the reign of 
/\haz they revolted, and warred against Judah 
with such success that they added a considera- 
ble portion of country to their ancient territories. 
This acquisition was soon wrested from them by 
Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz ; and, to add to their 
misfortunes^ they were at the same time attack- ^ 
ed by the Assyrians^ who besieged their city 
Ashdod, and finally deprived them of their li- 
berty. From this period they were tributary to 
the great monarchies as they succeeded each 
other, till their total destruction accomplished 
the animated predictions of the prophet Zepha- 
niah, " Gaza shall be forsaken, and Askelon a 
desolation : they shall drive out Ashdod at the 
noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up. ^\ o 
unto the inhabitants of the sea-coasts, the nation 
of the Cherethites ! the M'ord of the Lord i« 
against you : O Canaan, the land of the Philis- 
tines, I will even destroy thee, that chore shall 
be no inhabitant : and the sea-coasts shall be 
dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and fields 
j5>r flocks." 
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CHAP. I. 

THE HISTORY OT THE JEWS, TROM THE BIRTH 
ABRAHAM TO THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, 
INCLUDING THE GEOGRAPHY OF PALES- 
TINE. 

THIS rich and beautiful tract of country wa6 
first called the Land of Canaan, from Noah's 
^and-son, by whom it was peopled : but in later 
ages it has been distinguished by other appella- 
tions ; such as the Land of Promise, the Holy 
Land*, Palestiuef , Judea, and the Land of Israel. 
It was bounded on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean ; on Ihe east by the lake Asphaltites, the 
river Jordan, the Sammachonite lake, and the 
sea of Tiberias ; on the north by the mountains 
of Anlilibanus, or the province of Phoenicia.; 
and on the uouth by Edom or Idumea:(. It4» ex- 
tent 

* The Jews have dignified this country with the title of 
Holy Land on iiccount of its metropolis, which was r^ 
garflcd as the centre of God's worship, and his peculiar ha- 
bitation ; and Christian writers have deemed it worthy ef 
the same honour, as being the scene on which the Son mi 
God accomplished the great work of redemption. 

■i It was called Palestine from the Palestines or Pbilit* 
tines, who possessed a considerable share of it: and Judca, 
from the tribe of Judah, who inhabited the finest part of 
the whole. At present it is generally distinguished by the 
name of Palestine. 

t It is necessary to observe that this description is confin- 
ed to the part which is properly called ** the Land of Pro- 
mise i" the boundaries of that part which belonged to two 
tribes and a half on the other side Jordan, called Perae^^ 
and of the kingdoms of SioD| Ogy <&c«| ^ic uov %o c^:^ 

iacvtv«w^w.^ 
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tent, according to the most accurate maps, ap<« 
pears to have been 200 miles in length, and 
about 80 in breadth at the widest pari. It reach-^ 
ed from 31 deg. 30 min. to 33 deg. 20 min. of 
north latitude ; and from 34 deg. 5Q^in. tp 37 
d^g. 15 min. of east longitude. 

The serenity of the air, the fi^rtiiity of the soil, 
and the incomparable excellence of the fruits of 
Palestine, induced the Jewish lawgiver to de- 
scribe it, as ** a land that flowed with milk %xA, 
iioney ; a land of brooks and waters, of fountains 
that spring out of the hills and vaileys ; a Ian4 
of wheat and barley, of vines, of pomegranates, 
ii%^, and honey; a land where is no lack or 
scarcity of any thing." Its richness and fecun. 
dity have been extolled even by Jalian the apos^ 
tate, and many writers have descanted upon its 
natural beauties: but, in consequence <^ the just 
anger of God, the greater part of it is now re- 
duced into a mere desert, and seems incapable ^ 
<)f cultivation. ^ 

Subsequent to its conquest by the children of 
Israel, Judea, in its most extensive sense, was di- 
vided into maritime and inland, as well as into 
champaign and mountainous ; and again 8ubdivi« 
tied into Judei on this side, and Judea beyond 
Jordan. But the most considerable division was 
that made by lot among the twelve tribes, for the 
prevention of bfiurmurs and discontent, when two 
tribes and a half were seated beyond the river, 
and the rest on this side. In the reign of king 
Solomon it was divided into twelve districts, each 
under a peculiar officer ; and, in the time of 

MccKaiaed, ftiiy more tha« the coaquetU wtA. KquUitioQt 
^hich tbcy afterward raade under ihc reign of their moat 
f roaperous moi^r^ 

hij 
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hh imprtident son Rehoboam, a more fetaf divi- 
sion Mras effected by the revolt often tribes, who, 
tinder the conduct of Jeroboam, established a 
iicw monarchy, which they called the kingdom 
of Ifirael, in opposition to that of Judah. The 
Romans divided it into tetrarchics and topar- 
chies ; and, after various changes that took place 
under the northern barbarians, Saracens, &c. 
the Turks reduced it to a province under the 
bashaw^hip «f Damascus, it will, however, bo 
proper to give a g>en«ral desciiption of the coun« 
<*y> f>ri^w to the history of its successive iaha- 
l>iiahts and revolutions. 

Of the mountains, sofrequentlv celebrated la 
Ae -poetic books of Holy Writ, those of Leba- 
nen*, or Libanu^, were the highest and most 
considerable. This famous chain is computed 
to be about 300 miles in compass, having Mesov 
potamia on the east, Armenia on the north, 
FalestiiBe oo the south, aud the Mediterranean 
on the west. It consists of four ridges, which 
rise above each other: the first is extremely 
fertile in craln and fruit ; the second barren and 
rocky ; the third embellished with verdant 
plants, balsamic herbs, and odoriferous flow, 
ers ; in.d the fourth, by reason of its surprising 
height, is generally covered with snow. Seve- 
ral .considerable rivers have their source in these 
mountains, viz. the Jordan, Rocham, Nahar- 
R0ssian,'and Nahar-Cadichaj and some others, 

* These mountains make a considerable figure -in the 
Jewish history, on account of the prodlgioiis number of 
cedars, which (hey afforded for the ornament of Solo- 
inon*s temple and metiopolis. And St. Jeiome, speaking of 
L^banuji, caySf <^ it is Uie high^ hill in all t4>€ Land ol 
PxoflDMe, as well as the cnost woolly.'' 

rush 
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rush down the heights^ and form the mcMlbe^^ 
tiful cascades that ever attracted the admiratioa 
of the curious^ The western ridge is properly 
distinguished by the appellation of Libanus^ a^ 
the eastern is called Antilibanus. Th^y are at 
present inhabited by the Maronites and wild 
Arabs; and decorated with various edifices, as 
<;hurche8, convents, chapels, grots, &c. 

Mount Hermon, the siunmit of whicb> like 
Lebanon, is usually capped with snow, 19 the 
next in dignity for height, and was once famed 
fer an ancient temple, much resorted to by the 
superstitious heathens. It is also celebrated by 
tfie royal psalmist for its refreshing dews, vhicii 
descended on the adjoining mount of Sion : and 
St. Jerome asserts that its snow was carried 1^ 
Tyre and Sidon> to be«sed for the purpose of 
cooling liquors. 

Mount Tabor is justly admired for its beauty^ 
regularity, fertility, aud central situation, in* 
large plain, at a distance from any other bilL 
It enjoys the noblest prospect that can ponibly 
be imagined of many places hmed in Scripture ; 
such as the hilfs of Samaria and Eogadi, on the 
south ; those of Hermon and Gilboa, on the east 
and north-east; and mount Carmel, on the south* 
west. Some remains of the wall and gat^s built 
by Josephus are still visible on the top ; and on 
the eastern side are those of a strong castle; ia 
the cinctureof which are three altars in remeaw; 
brance of the three tabernacles, which St. Peter 
proposed to erect, at the time of our Lord's tran^ 
nguration, on this mountain. 

Mount Carmel stands on the skirts of the sea, 
9^i is the most remarkable headland on the 

coast* 
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coast. It lecras to have derived Its name* from 
its abundant ferttlitj, and is highly venerated 
both by Jews and Christians^ as having been the 
residence of the prophet Ehjah. 

fiilount OUvet> or the Mount of Olives^ is 
atoatftd at the distance of one mile from Jeni- 
salem, and commands a fine view of the city, 
from which it is parted by the brook Kedron and 
the vnJley of Jehoshaphat. It is not, in reality, 
a single hill, but part of a long ridge, with four 
snmmits^ extending from north to south ; the 
oiddlemost of which is that whence our Saviour 
ascended into Heaven. 

. Mount Calvary claims <nir chief regard, as the 
scene of our Redeemer's sufferings and death. 
It stood anciently without the gates of the city, 
being the place appointed for public executions, 
fiat the emperor Adrian, having ordered Jeru- 
ealem to be rebuilt a little to the northward of 
its former situation^ enclosed this mountain 
within the walls. Cbnstantine erected a mag- 
mficeut church upon it ; and it has always been- 
yegarded as a place of great veneration by 
jChiistians of all denominations. 
. Mmint Gihon stands west of Jerusalem, and at 
m smaller distance than Calvary, being about two - 
fur bngt from the gate of Bethlehem. It was 
here that Soioraon was anointed king by Zadock 
the priest, and Nathan the prophet. There was 
«Iso a celebrated pool upon it, from which king 
Htaekiah brought water, by an aqnednct, into 
die city. It is still a noble basin, one hundred 

* Tbe word tmnml^ tcoor^g Xm tbc Htbrcw importt 
•igniies tU «l«r of <?«/, aad is coottMtly luecl in the 
'propbctk books, to ccprcicot any place planted wMi • 
pfoivsiOB €( n^t inset* 
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and six paces long, and sixty-seven brbad^.linei 
with plaster, and well stored with water. 

Mount Moriah, the site of the famous temple 
of Solomon, stands on the south-east of Cdlvary^ 
huvin;;^ Millo on the west, so called from the 
filling up of that deep valley, in order to raise it 
to a level with the rest. It is commonly sup* 
posed that Abraham was commanded to ofiex 
his beloved son Isaac as a burnt sacrifice to God 
upon this mountain. This accoont of the mouo* 
tains may be concluded with observing that 
those in* the kingdom of Judah mostly stand 
southward, toward the land of £dom; but those 
4>f the kingdom of Israel are interspersed witbia 
the country. 

The most celebrated of the valleys were 
Berakhah> in the tribe of Judah, on the west side 
of the lake of Sodom; Siddim, famed for the 
overthrow of Chedorlaomer ; Shaveh, or the 
royal valley^ where the king of Sodom met 
Abraham after the defeat of the confederates; 
the vale of Salt, ceiebraited ibr the overthrow of 
the Edomites by David and Amaziah ; Jezreel; 
the scene of Jezebel's untimely end ; Mamrc^ 
so called fVom the name of its owner, aud front 
the oak under which Abraham eutertained the^ 
three celestial visitors ; Rephaim, the vale of the* 
Titans and giants ; Jehoshaphat, so called frooi 
the victory there obtained by a mouarch of thae 
name ; Hiiiaom, anciently defiled by many bar«> 
barous rites and superstitions ; Zebpim, which 
received its appellation from one.of .the focir 
cities that perished with Sodom near the Dead 
Sea; Achor, where Achan vns put to death by 
the Israelitish host for his sacrilege; Bochini, 
10 deuomlnated from the universal mourning, 

which 
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whicli th« Israelites made there on account of 
the dreadful message they receiyed from (Jod 
for their disobedience; and the valley of Elah, 
^mous for the defeat of Goliath and the Philis- 
lines, by David, and his royal patron Saul. 

There were likewise several noted plains in 
Palestine, viz. -the great plain, through which 
the river Jordan runs; the plain of Jezreel, 
which extended from Scythopolis to jVIo«int 
Carniel; Sharon, where the Gadites are sup-, 
posed to have fed their numerous flocks and 
herds; Sephelah, which extended* westward and 
8uuthwar<i of Eleutheroplis ; Jericho, much 
celebrated for its palm-trees, balm^ shrub^ and 
pose -trees ; and many others. 

The deserts and wildernesses of this, country 
ure mentioned in the sacred history ; these are 
not, however, to be understood of places quite 
barren or uninhabited; for several- of them clMi- 
tained cities and villages-. The word, therefore, 
commonly meant no more than a tract that pro- 
duced neither corn, wine, nor oil, but was left 
to the spontaneous productions of nature. The 
most noted of these deserts were Arnon, in 
which the river of that name runs through the 
land of Gilead ; Ziph, where David sought an 
asylum from persecution ; Cadesh, near Cadesh- 
Barneah, on the south side of Judah, mentioned 
as tiie place where Moses and Aaron were chas* 
tised for snouting the rock ; Mahon, on the south 
of JesHimoa; Tekofth, Bezer^ Gibeon, and se- 
veral others. 

Anoong the woods or forests, mentioned in 
Scripture, Mrere those of Hareth, whither David 
withdrew ftom Saul } Bphraim, wheve Absalom 

Vol, IL D receiv cd 
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received tlie just reward ef his rebelltoa ; Leba* 
noD, where Soloiaop built a magnificent palace; 
and Bethol, whence the she bears came ai^d de^ 
Toured the children who inaulted the prophet 
Elisha. 

Of the seas there are commonly reckoned 
five, viz. the Mediterranean, the Dead sea, the 
sea of Tiberiasy the Samachonite sea> or lake, and 
the sea of Jazer. The first of these has been 
frequently described by travellers : the second^ 
called by some authors the Asphaltite lake, is so 
impregnated with salt that those who dive be* 
neath its surface are immediately covered with 
a kind of brine; and vast quantities of bitumen 
are thrown, by it§ waves, upon the shore : the 
third is highly commended by Josephus for the 
sweetness and coolness of its water, and variety 
of excellent fish : the fourth is famed only for 
tho jthickness of its walert from which it is sup- 
posed to have derived its name : and the fifth is 
no other than a small lake in the vicinity of the 
city of Jazer* 

. The Jordan is the most considerable of the 
rivers, and indeed the only stream that merits 
the name; as the Arnon, Jabbok, Chcreth, 
Sorek, Kiahon, Bosor, &c. are but brooks or 
rivulets iu,€omparison of this, or the Euphrates, 
It has its source at the fiunous lake of Phiala, 
aboui tea miles north of that of Samechon ; its 
course is nostly southward, inclining a few de- 
greet loward the west; Hm brc»d^ has bees 
compared to that of the Thames at Wi<adsor; its 
depth ksttd to be three yards ait the lery brink; 
its rapidity considewble ^ aai tk« aoenerv of its 
banka vanadt acfiofiding to Ihia f tottn which it 



intersects. In ancient times it orerilowed about 
the season of the early hanrest, or soon after 
Easter; but it is no longer snbject to this inun- 
dation. The plain on both sides^ from the sea 
of Tiberias/ to the AsphaUite lake> is extreaoely 
arid and unwholeBome during the heat of sum* 
mer^ and oyery-wbere steril, except that pait 
which lies coutiguoos to the rirer. 

Among the most remarkable cnriosities qf 
Palestine may be justly rockoned various petii* 
iactioos in the neighbourhood of mount Carmel| 
which bear the most exact resemblance to ci* 
trons, melons, olives, peaches, and other vege* 
table ppoductions. Here are also ftmnd a kind of 
oysters, and bunches of grapes of th« same ton^ 
sisience. Small round stones, resembling peas, 
have hteti frequently seen on a spot of ground 
near fiacheF's tomb, not far finom Bethlehem. 
On the same road is a fountain, honoured with 
the name of ** Apostle's Fountain \'^ ai^ a little 
further is a barren, rugged, and dismal soli*- 
tude, to which oar Saviour is said to have retired 
^hen he was tempted by the Devil. In this 
desert appears a steep and crafi^gy mountain, on 
the summit of which are two diapels. There 
are also several gloomy caverns in the neighs 
bourhood, formerly the solitary retreat of Chris- 
tian anchorets. 

Under this class must also be ranked the hot 
and medicinal waters of Palestine ; the saline 
pfflorescence^ observed at the distance of a few 
leagues from the Dead sea ; and the celebrated 
fruit, caHed by the Arabs zachone, which 
grows on a kind of thorny bush, and resembles a 
small unripe walnut. 

Among tKe ?irtificial rarities may bfe cov\«i- 
D 2 4gt^^ 
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dered thcruins of Ptolcxnais*; or St. John d^Acrc, 
which still retain many vestiges of ancient mag- 
nificence^ such as the remainsiof a noble Gothic 
pathedral^ formerly dedicated, to St. Andrew ; 
the chucch.of St..JohQ> the titular ^iht of the 
city; ;the convents of the knights hospitallers; 
and the palace of their grand master* The re- 
mains ot Sehaste, the ancient Samaria, though 
long ago laid in niibs, and great part of it turn- 
ed into arable landj exhibit some marks of those 
sumptuous edifices with which it was adetrned 
by king Herod. Toward the awth side is a 
lars^e square piazza, encompassed with marble 
pillars, together*with the fragments of strong 
jv^Us at some distance. But the most remark- 
.able object is a church, said to have been built 
by the empress Helena,, over the place where St. 
John the Baptist^ was beheaded, the dome of 
wiiichj together with some beautiful columns, 
C£^pitals» and mosaic work, prove it to have 
been a noble fabric. 

Jacob's well is highly venerated by Christian 
travellers, on account of its antiquity^ and of 
our Redeemer's conference with the woman of 
Samaria. It is hewn out of the solid rock, 
about thirty-five yards in depth, and three in 
diameter, and is at present covered with a stone 
vault. 

• This city had two walls well Hanked with towers and 
other bulwarks; and each wall had a ditch lined with 
ttone. But now those works are overthrown, and their 
iragments appe»r like a succession of huge rc/cks. About 
half a mile east of the town is a curious pyramidal hijl, so 
improved bv art that iu steepnrss renders it altogether in- 
accessible, except on the 50uih-wcst side. On this emi- 
nence the bashaw comi[nonly pitches his pavilliooi when 
hcitakcs this (own in his oinuit. 

Th« 



The |H>ol8 of Solomon, supposed to have been 
flaade by order of that monarch for (jie supply of 
his palaces, gardens, aad even the metropolis it- 
seli^ still appear to have been a work of immense 
cost and labour. Such are also the sealed foun- 
tains immediately opposite. These pools are 
three in a row, one over the other, and disposed 
in such a manner that the \vater of the upper- 
most may faJI into the second, and from the se- 
cond into the third. They are all quadrangu^ 
lar, and of an unequal breadth, viz. about nine- 
ty paces; but in length they differ, the first 
being one hundred and sixty paces, the second 
two hundred, and the third two hundred and 
twenty : ihey ^re all of a considerable depths 
walled and plastered, and contain alargequan* 
tity of water. "^ At the distance of one hundred 
and twenty paces is the spring which supplies 
thera. The aqueduct is built on a foundation of 
stones, and the water runs in earthen pipes 
about ten inches in diameter. This work" anci- 
ently extended several leagues, but at present 
there are only some fragments of it to be found. 
The gardens of Solomon have also been long de-r 
stroyed, and the ground is said to appear almost 
incapable of cultivation. 

The famous pools of Oihon and Bethesda may 
be ranked among the most stately ruins : the for-* 
mer is situated about a quarter of a mile from 
Bethlehem-gate westward : its length is a hun- 
dred and six paces, and its breadth sixty-seven. 
It is lined with wall «nd plaster, and contains a 
considerable store of water. The other, at Jeru- 
salem, is one hundred and twenty paces long, 
forty bi*oad^ an^ ^ght deep ; but at present it 
is dry. 

D3 ^n 
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In the dty of Bethlehem they .pretend to show 
the stable and manger ^here the Messiah lay at 
Xbe period of his nativity ; and e^thibit a grotto 
hewn out of a chalky rock, in which they ^(firm 
the blessed virgin concealed heraelf a,nd holy 
.child from the persecution ,of Hcjrod. 

At Nazareth is a mag^ificelxt ^hu^ch under 
ground, said to occupy the very cave where the 
Virgin Maf y received' the angel's salutation, and 
.wheriC two beautiful pillars of granite are erects 
jed in commemoration of that interesting event. 
At a small distance are some fme remains of a 
larger church, supposed to have been erect^^d iii 
.the time of the empress Helena. But this is 
much inferior to the great church built over our 
Saviour's sepulchre by the same empress, and 
galled the c.hui^c^ lof the Holy Sepulchre. 

The last class of artificial curiosities worthy 
•of notice is tb^t of the sepulchral monuments, 
which are scattered all over the country ; and of 
which the most remarkable are selected fgr the 
reader's gratification. 

The ton^b of ihe holy virgin, situated near 
Jerusalem, in the i^lley of Jehoshaphat, to 
which there is a descent by a magnificent flight 
of steps, has on the right hand side the sepul- 
chre of St. Anna the mother, and on the left 
that of Joseph, the husband of Mary. In each 
flivision are altars for the celebration of divine 
W'orship ; ^nd the whole is cut out of the solid 
•.rock. 

The monument of king Jehoshaphat is di- 
vided ii^to several apartments ; one of which 
contains his tomb» adorned with & stately por- 
tico and entablature. That of Absalom, two 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem, is about twenty 

' cubits 
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cubiti! square^ adorned below with four colomns 
(if the Ionic order^ with their capitals, and enta- 
blatures to each fro^nt. From the height of 
twenty to forty feet it is somewhat less, aud 
quite plain, exceptiug a small fillet at the up-» 
per end ; and from forty to .the top it change^ 
into a round, which tapers ^J*adua)ly to^apoiatj 
the whoje cut out of the solid ^'ocJk. 

A h'ttJc further westward is the tomb of Ze- 
chariah, the son of B^rachiah, who is said to 
have been slain by the Jews between the temple 
a'ld the altar. This structure is all cut out of 
the natural rock. It is eighteen feet high, as 
many square, and adorned with Ionic columns. 

But the most curious and magnificent pieces of 
antiquity of this kind are the royal sepulchre.^ 
without the wails of Jerusalem : they are all 
hewn oyt of the solid marble rock, and contain 
several spacious and elaborate apartments. On 
the eastern side is the entrance leading to ^ 
stately court, about one hundred and twenty 
feet square,, neatly wrought and polished. -On 
the south side is a sumptuous portico, embellish- 
ed in front with a kind of architrave, and sup- 
ported by columns ; and on the left of the por- 
tico is a descent into the sepulchral apartments. 

The first of these is a handsome ro(jn:i, about 
twenty -four feet square, formed with such neat- 
ness and accuracy that it may justly be styled 
a beautiful chamber, hollowed out of one piece 
of marble. From this room are three passages 
leading to other chambers of a similar fabric, but 
of different dimensions; in each of which (tha 
first excepted) are stone coffins placed iji niches, 
that were once covered with semicircular lids, 
embellished witti flowers, garlajKids, &c*> but 

* - ' now 
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now broken to pieces. The door-cases, hinges, 
pivots, &c. are all of the same stone with 
the other parts of these rooms, and even >the 
doors appear to have been cut out of the very 
piece to which they hang. Why these grots 
are honoured with the appellation of the se- 
pulchres of the kings is not exactly known, but 
whoever views them with any degree of atten- 
tion must be induced to pronounce them a royal 
iRPork, and to regard them as the most authentic 
remains of the old regal splendor that are to be 
met with in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
' Subsequent to this general description of Pa- 
lestine, it may be proper to give a concise ac- 
count of the several lots and countries assigned 
to the Israelites, beginning with those of the two 
tribes and a half, seated beyond Jordan ; pro* 
^9eeding to the nine and a half on this side^ 
styled more properly the Holy Land ; and con- 
cluding with a topical description of the conti- 
guous countries, the history of the inhabitants 
^ which, who either mingled with or bordered 
upon the Jews, has been already given in the 
preceding chapters. 

^ The kings of Bashan and of the Amorites be- 
ing vanquished by the children of Israel, their 
territories were settled by the two tribes of Reu- 
ben and Gad, with half of Manasseh. Keuben, 
who was the eldest, had the southern part of the 
new conquest, extending from the north-east 
coasts of the Asphaltite lake along the eastern 
llQtnks of the river Jordan ; divided on the south 
tfirom Midian by the Arnon ; on the north from 
the tribe of Gad, by another little river \ and 
bordered ontbe east partly by die Moabites, and 
partly ty tbe Aauootfteft ; wbile tbe Jordan 

parted 
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parted it on the west from " The Land oFPttw. 
mise.^' It exhibited three famwis mountains, tiz. - 
Peoc, Nebo, and Pisgah, and was every where ex*» 
tremely fertile in corn, wine, fruit, and pasturage. * 

To the north of Reuben was fixed the tribe of 
Qad^ having likewise the river Jordan on the. 
west,. the Ammonites on the east, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh on the north. This tract of 
country, Jike the former, was famed for its rich 
pastures and exuberant pi*oductJons. 7 

The portion allotted to the half tribe of Msui 
nasseh was bounded on the south by that of Gad ;■ 
on the west J)y <the Jordan and Samachonite* 
lake ; .on the east by the hills of Bashao and* 
Hef mon ; and on the north by a .part of Lebanon.' 
Its extent was almost equal to the other two^and* 
it M'as afterward more properJy called Upper 
Galilee, or the, Galilee of the Gentiles. 

On this side of the Jordan, and on theitirthesfe 
northern .verge of Judea, lay the province 'of 
Lower Galilee^ occupied by the .tribes of Asher/ 
Zebulun^ Naphtali, aud Issachar^ It produced 
an abundance of corn, oil, wine, and fruits o€ 
various sorts ; s^nd was, in its flousishing condin 
tion, so full of towns and villages that Josephus 
observes the least of them contained fifteen thou^ 
sand inhjabitants. 

The tribe of Asher was seated on the north*, 
west corner otthe province,, having tbeMediter-* 
ranean on the west, Zebuiun on the south, and. 
Naphtali on the east. Its fecundity, and the. 
exc»^;lience of its productions^ fully answered the; 
blessing which dying Jacob gave it : " that the: 
bread of it should be fat, and that it should yield 
royal dainties." .. .n 

N;iphtali possessed a tract of country betweect 

that 



tfast. of Asher and the river Jordan, it was ex- 
ceedinglj fertile, and extended along the west- 
em bank of the river from Mount Lebanon to 
■ the sea of Tiberias. 

To tbe«outh of Asher and Naphtali was seated 
the tribe of 2S6balun, having the Mediterranean 
en the westj the sea «f Galilee on the east^ the 
river Jepthael on the north, aad that of KishoQ 
on the south; and, by its vicinity to the sea, its 
pumerous porte, and extensive comnuerce, it per- 
fectly verified the blessings given to Zebulun 
l^oth by Jacob and Moses. 

The possessions of Issacker were bounded by 
the Jordan on the east, tyy Zebulun on the north, 
by the Mediterranean on the west, and by the 
cither half of Manasseh on the south. Its most 
ismarkable plac^ were the Mounts Carmel and 
Gilboa, the valley of J«zreel, an<i the great 
plain of Megidd^. 

On tht south of Zebulnn lay the other half 
tribe of Manasseh, and south of this was the ter- 
ititoiy of Ephraim, distinguished in later terms 
by the naaoe of Samaria. These tracts of conn* 
Wy^ though contigpioiis to each other, varied 
Gonsrderably, some parls being mountainous, 
rocky, and steril, while others were pleasant, 
fertile, and populous. That portion which ap- 
pertained to Manasseh was bordered on the 
Borth and south by Issachar and Ephraim, and 
on the east and west by tlie Jordan and the Me- 
diterranean. It was agreeably diversified with 
mountains, plains, and valleys, and contained 
a considerable number of stately cities. 

The tribe of Ephraim occupied the south side 
of Samaria, and extended, like that of Manasseh, 
from the Mediterranean to the river Jordan. 

The 
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The low laods were extrdmely rick mi kui». 
dant ; the hills afforded exceUenl pastiiM, md 
even the rocks were highly orBrnmeiited m'A 
trees. The towns ancl cities weM qtnwr>M> 
and the population c<Hi8ideffable. 

Jadea, properly so called, waa situaiei ta 
the most soathern side of the whole, ha^iag Sa- 
maria ou the north, the Mediterrwieaa o« ihe 
west, Egypt and Idamoa on the soath, and the 
Jordan and Dead sea on the east. The cliMale 
was warm^ but refreshed with cooling wiada; 
and the face of the country exhibited the moit 
beautiful assemblage of verdant mountaini^ im- 
guous plains, fruitful hills^ enaaielled ▼alleyf> 
and crystal riYulets; white a rich profusion •£* 
corn, wine, and oil, evinced the natural fi^Qa* 
dity of the soil. 

This canton was inhabited by the tribof of 
Benjamin, Judah, Dan, and Simeon : the flnt 
of which lay contiguousto Judah on the soAiCh, 
to Samaria on the north, and to Dan en tlie 
west. It contained but few towns and eitie^; 
but this want was amply compensated by the 
possession of the city of Jerusalem, the centre 
of the Jewish worship, the seat of the Menarch^ 
and pontifi^, and the great metvofAlifll of ifae 
Holy Land. 

Jemsalem was formerly divided intA fi«r 
Mrts, eacli^ enclosed with scqiafate walis^tta. 
The old ci^ of Jebiu;, situated on Mettnt'J^^, 
where David and his sareesMr^ resided; dfe" 
lower city, emheUtshed with asme stgnifiomt 
palaces and citadels, by Solomon, Antiochus, 
and Herod ; the new eity> qhieily inhabited by 
merchants, tradesm^yaad artificers ; and Moue 
Moriah, whic^snpported the sainptiloWiteimSe 

of 
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-«f 'Scftotfioli*, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 
but rebuilt by the Jews on their return from the 
Babylonish captivity, and afterward renewed, 
adorned, and enriched by Herod. 

This once rich ffnd stately metropolis is at;,.; 
present reduced to a thinly inhabited. town> of /^ 
about three miles in circumference. It standi 
in 31 deg. 48 mitt, of north latitude, and 36 
deg. 34min. of east longitude, on a rocky, emi- 
nence, surrounded oh all sides, except the 
north*, with' steep ascents and deep valleys be- 
low ; and these again environed with other hills 
at a distance.. The soil in some places produces 
corn,- tvinfe, aaid oil ; but the g.i«eater part, tor 

-Want of cultivation, is become ^tony, sandy, and 

'barren^ Subsequent to its . total destruction by 
Vespasian, the emperor Adrian built a new city 

lalttost ' upon * the site" of the old town, and 

'adorned it with several noble edifices, but in the 
time of Helena, mother of Cunstantine the 
Great, it was found in so ruinous and forlorn a 
condition as raised her pity into a- noble zeal of 
Test'oring it to its ancient grandeur. 

•- : With this design she caused all the rubbish to 
Be removed from Mount Calvary, and prdered a 
magnificent church to be built ther*;, to compre- 
hend as many of the scenes of our Redeemer's 

'.sufierings as could be conveniently enclosed 
within one edifice. The walls are ot stone, and 
the roof of cedar : the east end includes Mount 

■Calvary, and the west contains- the holy sepul- 
chre. The former is coyered with a handsome - 

* For a litiifictorv deicriptian of thii incomparable 
buiidinr, tee the tiJCib Iffd Igrcoth chiptCM of the Pint 

cupola^ 
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cupola, supported by sixteen massive columns* 
formerly iacrusted with marble. The centre is 
open on the top just over the sepulchre ;. and 
^ above the high altar, at the east end, is another 
'^ stately dome. The nave of the church forms 
the choir, and in the interior aisles are the 
places where the most remarkable circumstances 
of our Saviour's passion were transacted ; toge- 
ther with the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, 
the first two Christian kings of Jerusalem. An 
ascent of twenty-two steps leads to a chapel, 
where that part of Calvary is shewn on which 
the Messiah was crucified. The altar is adorned 
with three crosses, and other costly embellish- 
ments, among which are forty-six silver lamps 
that are kept constantly burning. Contiguous to 
this is another small chapel fronting the body of 
the church. At the west end is the chapel of 
the sepulchre, hewn out of the solid rock, and 
ornamented with pillars of porphyry. The 
cloister round the sepulchre is divided into seve- 
ral chapels for the use of the different Christian 
sects who reside there ; and on the north-west 
are the apartments of the Latins, who have the 
care of the church. 

It may be proper to mention here an edifice 
erected on Mount Moriah, called Solomon's tem- 
ple, though it is not easy to guess when or by 
whom it was built. The entrance is at the east 
end, under an octagon, adorned with a cupola 
and lantern; and toward the west is a straight 
aisle like that of a church, the whole surrounded 
with a spacious court, and walled on every side. 
In the midst of it is erected a Turkish mosque, 
remarkable neither for its structure nor magni- 
tude, but which makes a stately figure by its 
..Vol. II. E w?«b^ 
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advantageous situation. Dr, Pococke, who took 
a particular view of the edifice, has highly ex- 
tolled the beauty of the prospect, as well as the 
materials and workmansfiip. The colonnades 
are said to be of the Corinthian order, \\ith 
arches turned over them ; being, in all proba- 
bility, the porticoes leading to the interior of the 
building: bijt the place is held in such venera- 
tion by the Turks that a stranger cannot ap- 
proach it without danger of forfeiting his life or 
religion. 

The city is at present under the government 
of a sangiac, whose tyranny keeps the christian 
inhabitants so poor that their chief support and 
trade consist in providing strangers witli accom- 
modations, and selling them beads, relics, &c. 
ibr which they are compelled to pay considera- 
ble sums to the sa'ngiac and his officers. 

The canton 6f the tribe of Judah was bounded 
on the east by the Asjihubite lake, and on the 
west by the tribes of l5au and Simeon. It was 
reckoned the largest * and most populous of the 
Jt^wish territories, and the inhabitants were the 
most valiant. The land was charmingly diver- 
sified with hills and dales, meadows, lakes, and 
fountains ; and, exclusive of that part which lay 
contiguous to Idumea, it produced an exuberant 
supply of fruits, corn, oil, and wine. It v/as 
probably in Judah that the Canaan ites resided ; 
and it was here likewise th^t Abraham and his 
descendants sojourned, previous to their removal 
into Egypt. 
• The lapd of Dan was bounded on the north by 

* T«dib wrai'iTie cMeftadroTtl liibe} from which the 
kingdom WM^dJenoinirtwiedt 

Ephraiu), 

L 
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Epiiraim, on the west by the Philistines and 
the Mediterranean, on the south by Simeon, 
and on the east by Judah and Benjamin. Itj< 
greatest length, from north to south; did not 
exceed forty mile/?; and the whole tract wus 
rather narroNv ; but what it wanted in rooui 
was fully compensated by the richne?*? of the 
soil, and the valour and industry of its inhabi- 
tants, some of whom penetrated to the utmost 
verge of Palestine on the north ifi quest of new 
scttiemcnts. Here was the famous valley, Na- 
hal-EscoI, from which the IsraeJitish spiesi 
brought Moses such noble specimens of the fevr 
tility of the land. Among the naost considera- 
ble cities of this part was Joppa, now Jafia, the 
only port which the Jews had on the Mediter- 
ranean ; it was seated on a high hill, which 
commanded a fine prospect of a fertile country 
on one side, and of the sea on the other. This 
city suffered so severely during the holy war 
that scarcely any of its buildings xyere lefV. 
standing, ej^cept two old castles. It is now re« 
built toward the sea, with storehouses, and is 
possessed of a considerable trade. On the 
western side of the haven is a copious spring, 
which yields an excellent supply to the in- 
habitants, and an acceptable refreshment to 
travellers. 

The tribe of Simeon was confined to a very 
small territory in the most southern corner of 
Judea, bounded by Dan on the north, by the 
little river Sichor on the south, by Judah on the 
east, and by a small neck of laud toward the 
Mediterranean on the west. The greatest part 
of it was sandy, barren,, aqd mountainous; and 
tlio inhabitants \vere so havassed by the ld\v* 
E2 isvtft^viSk 
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means on one side, and the Philistines on the 
other, that they were necessitated to seek their 
ibrtune among other tribes. Some hired them- 
selves out to assist their brethren in the conquest of 
their lots, and others dispersed themselves among 
every tribe, where they served as scribes, nota- 
ries, &c. so fully was Jacob's curse verified on 
them, as well as on the tribe of Levi, on account 
of their cruel massacre of the Shechemites: 
" Cursed (said the patriarch) be their anger, 
for it was fierce ; and their revenge, for it was 
inhuman : I will disperse them in Jacob, and 
. catter them in Israel/' 

Having thus completed the purposed descrip- 
tion of the lots of the twelve tribes, it will be 
proper to speak of the five Philistine satrapies, 
before we enter upon the geography of those 
nations which bordered on the Israelitish pro- 
vinces. 

These satrapies, viz. Gath, Ekron, Ashdod, 
Ascalon, and Gaza, were situated along the Me- 
diterranean coast; and extended from the sea- 
port of Jamnia to the mouth of the river Bezor. 
The dimensions of their territories cannot be 
satisfactorily ascertained, but they were upon 
the whole confined within narrow limits. 

Gath, the birth-place of the gigantic warrior 
Goliath, was conquered by king David, fortified 
by Rehoboani,aud retaken by Uzziah and Heze- 
kiah. It was seated under the 35th degree of 
cast longitude, and 31st degree, 50 min. of north 
latitude ; six miles south of Jamnia, fourteen 
' south of Joppa, and thirty-two west of Jerusa- 
lem. It recovered its liberty and pristine splen- 
dor in the days of Amos and Micah, but was af. 
terward demolished by Hazael, king of Syria. 

After 
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After that period it was a place of smull consi- 
deration, till the holy war, when Fulk, king of 
Jerusalem, erected a castle'on its ruins. 

Ekron, situated about ten miles south of Gath, 
aud thirty-four v.cst of Jerusalem, appears to 
have been a place of considerable strength and 
importance. Upon the first division of " The 
promised Land,'* it feJJ to the Jot of Judab> but 
was afterward given to the tribe of Dan. 

Ashdod was a famous port on the Mediterra- 
nean, situated about fifteen miles south of Ekron, 
between that city and Ascalon. It was here 
the idol Dagon fell in pieces before the ark of 
(lod. The strength ot the place was so consi- 
derable that it is said to have sustained a siege 
oftweuty-ijine years under Psamuietichus^ ^^iig 
oi' Egypt. ' 

Ascaion, anoflier maritime town and satrapy. 
iying between Ashdod and Gaza, was reckoned 
tiie strongest of any on the Philistine coast ; but 
was soon reduced rf>-fter the death of Joshua, by 
the tribe of Judah. This city was made anepis^ 
copal sec from the earliest ages of Christianity^ 
and during the holy Mar it was adorned with se- 
veral magnificent edifices ; but these have been 
demolished by the Saracens and Turks, and Asr 
calon is now dwindled into ai^ inconsiderable 
village. 

Gaza, the last satrapy, stood on a fip^ emi- 
nence, about fifteen miles south of Ascalon, four 
nortii of the river Bezor, and at a small distance 
from the Mediterranean. It was surrounded by 
the most beautiful valleys, supplied with au 
abundance of water, and encompassed, ajt ^ fur- 
ther distance on the inland side, with cuijivatcd 
JiiUs. 'i'iie cily was remarkably stVOTv^» •'i^\\^ 
E 3 ^\^\\\iM.vA^^ 
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surrounded with walls and towers after the Phi- 
listine manner. It was taken by Caleb, the 
son of Jephunneh, but soon after regained by 
the ancient inhabitants, who kept possession of 
it till the time of Samson. It passed from the 
Jews to the Chaldeans, Persians, and Egyptians, 
till it was pillaged by Alexander the Great. It 
was a second time destroyed by the Maccabees, 
and no further mention is made of it till St. 
Luke speaks of it as a ruined place. 

It stands ;about three miles distant from the 
sea, and still exhibits some noble monuments of 
antiquity, such as stately marble colonnade, 
finely wrought sepulchres, &c. In the imme- 
diate vicinage of the city is a round castle, 
flanked with four square towers ; and a little 
above it are the remains of an old Roman castle, 
the materials of which are so firm that the 
hammer will make no impression on them. The 
Greeks have here a handsome church, with a 
fine roof, supported by marble pillars of the 
Corinthian order. The castle is the residence 
of the sangiac. The adjacent territory is plea- 
sant and delightful ; but bevond it the ground 
is rather barren, quite to the river of Egypt, 
and inhabited by wild Arabs. 

Majuma, or New Gaza, was the ancient sea- 
port to the fonner, and a place of considerable 
note in the time of Constan tine the Great. It 
stood near the mouth of the river Eezor, in 31 
deg. 41 min. north latitude, and 34 deg. 50 
min. east longitude. It still possesses some cu- 
rious antiquities, but it would be now difhcult 
to determine whether they belonged originally 
to Majuma or Old Gaza, 

To the south of Majuma stood the two mari- 
time 
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time cities of Anthedon and Rhinocolura : the 
former was a port on the Mediterranean, de- 
stroyed by Alexander Junneus^ one of the Mac- 
cabitish kings, and afterward rebuilt by Herod, 
who called it Agrippius, in honour of Agrippa, 
the favourite of Augustus. The latter was seated 
on the northern side of the river of Egypt, 
which parted that kingdom from the tribe of 
Simeon. It very early became a bishopric un- 
der the metropolitan of Pelusium ; aiid in the . 
time of the holy war it was converted into a 
strong fortress, under the name of Pharamica. 
It is at present an inconsiderable p]ace> and the 
circumjacent territory a mere wilaerness. 

It remains now to conclude this section with a 
concise account of the countries belonging to 
those nations that were seated round Palestine, 
and whose history has been given in the pre- 
ceding chapters. 

Idumea, or the Land of Edora, constituted a 
part of Arabia Petraea, havine Judea on the 
north, Egypt, and a branch of the Red sea on 
the west, the rest of Arabia Petraea on the south, 
and the desert of Arabia on the east. Its extent 
seems to have varied considerably at different 
periods, in consequence of wbicb Josephus dis- 
tinguishes it, when at the largest, by the epi- 
thet of Great, in opposition to its more narrow 
boundaries. The same author divides it into 
Upper and JiOwer Idumea ; but the country, 
npon the whole, is represented as dry, moun- 
tainous, hot, and, in some parts, steril ; the high 
lands exhibiting many dreadful caverns and re- 
cesses, which resemble those in the southern 
part of Judah. This country is at present un- 
der the dominion of the Turks, ia<)«X\^ ^^v^ 
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ami imrultivaferl ; and inhabited by \vildl 
Arah>, with whom European^ have little inter- 
course. 

The nation of A^alck was seated in that part 
of Ai^bia Petraea which lay eastward of the 
Ktjoniites, and extended almost as far north as 
the Asphaltite l^ke, and southward to the Red 
si:a ; but as the people were mostly of a wan- 
dering-disposition, and lived in booths, tents, or 
cavcrius, like the Arabs, it is impossible to ascer- 
Uiin their limits with any degree of precision. 

jNIidianitis, or the Land of Midian, was si* 
tuatc'd on the north of Amalek. It was hot, 
sandy, and in many parts desert ; yet abounded 
with camels and pther species of cattle. It ap- 
pears to hi^vpcoutatnpd mapy cities, castles, &c. 
Hs early as the tjme of the Exodus. The city of 
31idiaa was, in all probability^ rebuilt subse- 
quent to that period, as both Eusebius and St. 
Jeroinp assert there were fome remains of it to bo 
seen in their time. 

The land of Moab was likewise in Arabia Pe- 
traea, on the north of Midian, having the river 
Arnon on the wpst, tlip land of Gilead on the 
north, and'the Ishmaelites on the east. It con-> 
tained several considerable cities, which the 
iVloabites wrested from the gigantic Emins, but 
Vhich were afterward possessed by the Jews, 

Thie Ammonites wore seated to the north-east 
of their brcthjrpn, the Moabites, in Arabia I)e- 
serla, having the ^^rnpn on the west, the Ish- 
maelites on the south, the deserts of Arabia on 
the east, and the hills of Bashan and Ciilcad on 
the north. Their territories, according to tho 
sacred historians, seem to have been anciently 
confined by the fivers J^bbyk and iVrnou ; but 

their 
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their frequent incursions into the neighbouring 
states occasioned their boundaries to oe in con-> 
stant fluctuation. 

The descendants of Ishmael^ the son of Abra. 
ham and Hagar, occupied a part of Arabia De- 
serta, eastward of Moab and Midian^ and 
bounded on the north by Ammon ; but how far 
they extended southward and eastward it is im- 
possible to determine. It may however be pre- 
sumed^ from an assertion of Moses, that their 
territory reached from Havilah^ which was si- 
tuated near the confluence of the Tigris and 
Euphrates, to Shur, on the Isthmus of Sue;s. 
Thence they are said to have spread themselves 
over the greatest part of Arabia ; in consequence 
of which Josephus styles their progenitor the 
founder of the Arabian nation. 



SECT. II. 

The Religion, Government, Customs, Learning, 
Arts, and Commerce, of the Jews. 

THE religion of the Jews, though formerly 
clouded with mysterious ceremonies, and 
now totally eclipsed by the radiance of the 
Gospel, must ever be considered as an object of 
veneration, since it led men to the knowledge 
and worship of the true God. Their iaws* 

• As the sizi of *« The new Universal History*' pre- 
cludes the recital of these laws, and the volume of Hoiy 
Writ contains z full, clear, and tatisfactory account of 
them, the reader may satisfy his curiosity ia every particu- 
lar by referring to the Book of Leviticus, 

were 
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%vere admirably adapted to honour their Crea- 
tor, and to reridei* theni.selves completely hap- 
py ; their sacrljfces were at once calculated to 
remind them of their failings and to render 
them more observant of those duties which w^rc 
binding on them as rational creatures; and 
even their most trivial ceremonies were replete 
with instruction, or typical of the future gra- 
cious designs of the Algiighty. 

The Jewish governmient has been justly 
distinguished from that of all other nations by 
the name of Theocracy, as being under the im- 
mediate direction of God. It niust indeed be 
acknowledged that this theocracy varied, iu 
some degree, under Moses, Josbu^ the judges, 
kings, and h igh -priests j[ yet the Deity was 
considered as the sole dictator of every import- 
ant transaction, the author of each beneficial 
institution, and the supreme monarch of the 
Israelites. 

Their customs, both civil and religious, were 
chiefly founded upon their laws; and will con. 
sequently be found in the same illustrative nar- 
ration. Some of tne most particular, however, 
are selected for the gratification of the curious 
reader. 

The rite of circumcision was always accom- 
panied with great feasting, and other demon- 
strations of joy. At this time the child was 
named in the presence of the company ; af^er 
which the master of the hou^e took a cupful of 
wine, and blessing his Creator, sipped a little of 
it, and passed it round to his friends ; this was 
called eke bhssins; of the ivine. He then com- 
menced the blessing of the bread, and distribut«'d 
it in a similar manner; and when the guests had 

done 
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done eating he solemnly returned thanks to 
God, and concluded the feast with another cup 
of wine, which vms styled the blessing of plenty. 
Whether they sat ov lay iu a reclined posture at 
their repasts is a controversy of small import- 
ance V the former custom seems to have pre- 
vailed before the captivity; but the latter xvzs 
certainly adopted at the time of oar Saviour's in- 
stitution of the holy sacrament. 

Marriage does not appear to have been ac- 
companied with any relif5ious ceremony, such as 
going to the temple, offering sacrifices, or re- 
quiring the benediction of a priest. When a 
contract was formed bv the parents and i-clationi 
on both sides, the bndegroom was introduced 
to his bride, a solemn agreement was signed 
before witnesses, and the bride, after some time, 
was sent to her new habitation, with songs, 
dances, and the melbd'y of various musical in- 
struments. 

Their diet, except on festivals, seems to have 
been extremely plain 5 for Boaz, a man of con- 
siderable property, complimented Ruth with 
eating of tlie smiiG "bread, drinking of the same 
ivu'.er, and dipping her niiorsel in vinegar with 
him. The present of victuals brought to David, 
nhile he laboured tinder tie persecution of 
Saul, consisted of bread, raisins, parched corn, 
a Vew sheep, and two bottles of wine. Honey 
was esteemed a peculiar dehcacy; and the 
milk di the goats and the fleece of the flocks 
were pronounced, by the wise man, sufficient 
for food and raiment, both for the master and his 
family. 

Their diversions seem to have consisted chieflY 
in social repasts, music, and dancing. <iam«k 
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were never iatroduced into their common^ 
wealtk ; but the Scripture frequently expresses 
the simplicity of their happy lives by sitting, 
and eating, and driking, every one under his 
vine and beneath his fig-tree. Musiq was evi- 
dently dear to them, as the high praises of their 
Creator were performed in concert with the 
sound of various instruments ; and dancing was 
frequently mingled with their solemn acknow- 
ledgement of any signal blessing. Thus king 
David is said to have danced before the ark ; 
and the tribes are exhorted, in the hundred and 
fiftieth psalm, to praise God with the timbrel 
and dance. 

Their high places were of two sorts : those 
where they burned incense and offered sacri- 
fices to the true God ; and those where they 
committed various abominable idolatries. Both 
these became so common and universal that 
few kings had the courage to destroy the latter, 
notwithstanding the repeated admonitions of the 
holy prophets. 

The same spirit of dissipation, which induced 
the Israelites to direct their worship to dumb 
idols, led them gradually into the practice of di- 
vination and necromancy, though the law of 
Moses expressly enjoined that such persons 
should be put to cfeath. 

High titles were unknown among them, unless 
those which implied some office ; as general, 
treasurer, or recorder. They valued themselves 
greatly upon their genealogies ; and some regard 
was likewise had to the distinction of tribes or 
families, as to that of Judah, to which the scep- 
tre was promised ; to that of Ephraim, out of 
respect to Joseph's memory ; and to those of 
1 - the 
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the priests and Levites, upon, a religious account. 
The utmost respect was shown to the heads and 
fathers of every tribe, and anpient men of all 
descriptions were considered as objects of vene- 
ration. 

Their houses were commonly plain, low, and 
flat, suitable to the climate. Cnimnics, sashes, 
or casements were needless, where they were 
obliged to study coolness ; and for the, same rea« 
son tapestry was of no use but to sit, eat, or sleep 
upon. 

Their industry and frugality, together with 
the wholesome temperature of their climate, 
were effectual preventives against many of those 
diseases which, in later ages, h^ve been ushered 
into the worlcf by sloth and luxury. Hence we 
read of but few distempers that were prevalent 
among them, and still less physicians, except 
such as are now known by the name of surgeons. 

Their mourning, for the death of any near re- 
lation, or for any melancholy accident, was ex- 
pressed by rending their garments, tearing their 
hair, heaping dirt or ashes upon their heads^ 
wearing sackcloth next the skin, and lying upon 
the bare ground. 

Their funeral ceremonies were equally mourn- 
ful. As soon as a person was dead, all the near- 
est relatives assembled at his house in their 
mourning habit, and sat down upon the ground 
in silence, while other apartments echoed with 
the lamentations of hired mpuruers, and the 
sound of such instruments as were deemed suit- 
able to the occasion. 

In the mean time^ proper persons were ap- 
pointed to prepare the defunct for interment, 
either by embalming him or washiog his body* 
• Vot.II. F - aud 
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sprinkling it with odoriferous drpgs> according' 
to his quality. 

'i'hey denied sepulture to ndfet but stieh &.« 
were guilty of suicide, and feveh to ^th^ese il'Was 
granted after sunset. The provident earfe of 
thie patriarchs, respectirrg a scfpulchfi^ for their 
descendants, is a-convinciiig proof thsil^fetiy ac- 
counted it a heavy cialftihky to be deprived of 
buHal, and a blessing to be iiitfertr^«mongtfeeii- 
ancestors. They held it as aAiatt^r'of iudifi^'r- 
oncc ivhcre their tombs were erected, whethef 
in a field* an orchai^l, a mountain, or a garden, 
provided tliey could but secure ttie ipossifession of 
the purchase : thfey were however cuHous to 
have them, if possible, cut into a rock, 'tvhich 
was no diihcult hmtter ill so moun tattoos acotin- 
try. They h^'-pUrticU'fer^iftetfeties tbr stkwi- 
gcrs, and for sueh jiersohs as were put lo 4^i!^ 
for capital crifties. 

With respect to th^ Iteartiing, it is ceqrtiiia 
they were cxtreintjly cai^eful to cuitivatfe"-the 
knowlaif*ge of t'heobgy nmoivg themselves, and 
had places of public iiist ruction, called theiich'oohi 
of die prophets. Their changing the solair mto 
the lunar year, and the complete month of tfeiWy 
days into the irregular moons of twe«ty-ainc 
and thirty ; their division of the day into four 
parts, and the night iVito four watches, are 
however strong presumptions of their ignoi-ance 
in the scietic^e of astrononiy, €veli at a time 
when it was well known to the neighbouring 
natrons 5 nor do they appear to h6iv6 hud iMiy 
instruments to reckon time, except the sun-dial, 
or, as the origrnalimpl?es, tkejhght qf steps of 
Ahaz. 

Their language was the Hebrew 5 the g€!ni«« 

of 



JEWS. SI 

ofwhicU is pore, primitive, nataml, and strictly 
couformablc to tl»e simplicity of tha Je>vish pa- 
triarchs : ^nd it is highly probable that not 
only they, but all their trading iieigii hours, had 
the art of writing very early ; though it h im. 
possible to determine whether each nation had a 
peculiar character of their own^ or the same iu 
comrppn to them all. 

The materials upon which they wrote, and 
their instriynent forwriting, may, in some mea- 
saro, be ^perta^iucd from certain passages of 
Scripture. It is plain that the Decalogue was 
irritteii upott tables o( stone ; but Mose.s, in all 

Jirobability, nvac^c use of a Icis turabersome ma- 
eri^i to write the rest of his Liws upon. The 
pistoip pf writing upon tablc:j was continued till 
the time of our' Saviour : but mentio;i is also 
made of their writing upo,a rolls, which are rea- 
sonably supposed to have been made of skiii:;^ or 
fPJQe other pjiable substai^ce. 

The arts in which the Israelites SjQera to have 
B^ade the greatest proficiency were i\\Qm of war^^ 
i^Qs.bandry, poetry, ^nd music. The first was 
in a manner natural to them, qm account of the 
numerous enemies they had to vanquish prior to 
their possession of the Promised Land, and the 
Various excursions which they wer^ continually 
pxakirxg under their kings or other leaders. Jt 
cannot «o.w bQ determined whether they ac- 
qaired any military knowledge during their re- 
ladence in Egypt; but \vhoevcr considers th^ 
^BXcellent order of their encampments, combats, 
and occasional retreats, under the auspices of 
Mases, must allow them to have been as well 
trained as any of their neighbours. 

The valiant deeds of their generals will ap- 
F 2 ^vivxt 
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pear in their proper place in the sequel of this 
history. It is therefore only requisite to say 
that^ as soon as the rulers had resolved upon a 
war, a summons was sent to every tribe ; upou 
which all persons capable of bearing arms as. 
sembled at the place of rendezvous, and were 
drawn out according to the exigence of the 
state. No mention is made of regular troops 
before the time of David. 

Their arms, like those of other ancient na> 
tions, were either offensive or defensive. The 
former consisted of broad crooked swords, jave- 
lins, slings, bows and arrows, and two-edged 
swords : the latter Were shields, helmets, coals 
of mail, breastplates, and targets. These arms 
were commonly made of brass, and sometimes 
of iron or steel. 

The Israelitish army, in the day of battle, 
was drawn up in twelve separate bodies, ac- 
cording to the number of tribes; these were 
subdivided into legions, centuries, decuries, and 
single files, each under its respective leader ; 
and they observed a regular system in all their 
military evolutions. 

In the beginning of the Jewish monarchy 
their kings used to fight on foot ; at least no 
mention is made of any chariots or cavalry 
among them, till a conaicferable time after their 
settlement. The officers of war under them 
consisted of the general of the army, the princes 
of each tribe, the commanders of thousands, 
hundreds, fifties, tens, and threes; the scribes 
or muster masters, and lastly, the soterim or in- 
spectors. 

Few trades or manufactures were carried on 
among the Jews before the reign of Solomon, 

except 
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except such as were absolutely necessary. They 
built their own bouses, and their wives aud ser- 
vants attended to ali domestic avocations. The 
dress of the men con^sted of linen drawers and 
tunics, over which they threw a loose garment 
of woollen cloth when they went abroad. Ihc 
fashion of their head-dress is now unknown; 
neither is it easy to determine what •sort of 
Ktockings they used ; but instead of shoes they 
wore sandals fasteiied on the upper part of the 
foot. The beauty of their apparel consisted ei- 
ther in the fine texture of the cloth or the rich. 
11 ess of the dye, such as purple, scarlet, blue, 
fjnc| yellow. 

The dress of the women, especially of the 
higher class, was more curious, as they bc-^ 
Mowed more ornament upon it, chiefly ofnee- 
dljc- work, which was within their own province. 
'rbey also wore jewels of gold and silver, which 
were first brought from Kgypt, and afterward 
augmented by the spoil of their enemies, and 
their commerce with Tyre. After Solomon's time 
pride and luxury increased so rapidly that the 
jtrophet Isuiah has spent almost a whole chap- 
jrer in tnumerating the costly ornaments, with 
wiiich the female Israelites used to decorate 
fhcir persrms. 

Before the time of Pavid, a wondprful eco- 
nomy sceras to have reigned in every family, 
under the men abroad, and ilic women at home. 
But that monarch, haying conceived a strong 
desire to build a sumptuous temple, introduced 
a number of artificers into his dominions, such 
as masons, carpenters, founders, goldsmiths, and 
all jiianner of workmen in metals, wood, ^\^^^ 
stoiie; and these brought in wa*iy ot\\ev^> "^v^^^- 
F 3 • ^^'^ 
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out whom they could not subsist. His celc 
brated luccessor built some stately palaces as 
well as the temple; and these occasions gave 
the people such a relish for elegance, that the 
number of workmen multiplied more and more. 

Poetry is said to be the only art in which the 
Israelites excelled. It had this peculiar advan- 
tage, that the authors consecrated it entirely to 
the honour of God, and adapted it to the service 
of his temple* The poetical performances of 
monarchs, pfophets, priests, and judges, were 
all inspired by the most laudable emotions; 
written with energy, zeal, and accuracy ; and 
rehearsed with unfeigned warmth in the great 
congregation. The varied feelings of the hu- 
man heart, with all the passions of love, grief, 
joy, anger, and unbounded gratitude, were 
painted in the most lively colours in these pro- 
ductions; and whoever peruses the songs oif 
Moses, the Psalms of David, the book of Job, 
and the Lamentations of Jeremiah> with any 
degree of attention, must of necessity acknow- 
ledge that they abound with sublimity of senti- 
ment, imagery, and expression, 

There are, however, few points more warmly 
contested, or less, possible to be satisfactorily de- 
cided, than the metre and cadence of the Hebrew 
poetry. To apologise for the uncertainty of the 
moderns, respecting these particulars, it is jpro^ 
per to remark that the true pronunciation ot the 
Hebrew language has been lost ever since the 
captivity ; in consequence of which it is now 
impossible to ascertain either the proper length 
of syllables, or the harmony of words and verj«c», 
in which a great part of poetic beauty consists. 
i)ome authors have attempted to give precise 

acccuntj 
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iccoanls of every poetical piece in the Old Tes- 
tament, but they have only provoked more 
learned antagonists to expose their weakness. 
It has been asserted that the songs of Mohcs 
Tvere written in heroic verse ; and that the 
psalms were of a mixed sort, trimeters, penta- 
iBeters, and sometimes hexameters ; but the gc- 
Jicrality of moderns suppose that the greatcKt 
part "Of them w^ere of the Jyric kind, composed 
and set to music, nnd performed with dances and 
twstrumental melody. 

Of the music, with which they enlivened their 
froetical recitations, little is known but from 
conjecture. Mention is made, in the sacred Vo- 
•Itime, of ten -stringed instruments, ofthenebel 
*Bnd kinor, which, probably, resembled the lute 
and harp ; and of several wind rnstrmnents, as 
the flate, trumpet, and what modern version* 
call the organ, ... 

iShoald the reader judge of the excellence of 
the Hebrew music from the surprising eflects it 
iiad upon the distempered mind of Saul, and the 
souls of the prophets, he must naturally suppose 
h possessed a superior energy to any composi- 
tion of the moderns. Similar^ effects have, in- 
deed, been ascribed to the Grecian music ; and 
the most barbarous nations are still transported 
. by species of music equally harsh and defective. 
The style of several of the psalms, and the fre- 
quent transition from the first to the third per- 

• aon, afford a strong presumption that the music 
"Was performed alternately, one part of the cho- 
rus answering to the others at proper stanzas^ 

• like the choirsin European cathedrals. 

Such of their dances as appertained to religi- 
ous services were mor^ grave and solemn* tba«i 

those 
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those which merely expressed the satisfaction ttf 
a happy people ; but; whether coiifuied to rules, 
or directed only by custom and imitation, whe- 
ther circular, or of any other particular form, 
can only be conjectured from the practices of 
other ancient nations. 

With respect to commerce, it appears that 
they received rich stuffs, linen, gold, &c. from 
Tyre, in exchange for their corn, bahn, and 
other excellent commodities: but they werp 
totally ignorant of navigation ; for the maritime 
tribes contented thcffiselves with receiving mer- 
chants into their harbours, without attempting 
to extend their trade ; and when Solomon re- 
solved to send sottie ships into foreign countries, 
he w as compelled to have them manned witji 
foreign sailors. 



SECT. in. 

The Jeivhh History, from Abraham to the Death 
of Joseph. 

•g Q A BRAHAM, the progenitor and 
IQoi' XjL founder of the Jewish nation, was 
' " * about seventy -four years of age when hie 
quitted the place of his nativity with his aged 
father, Terah, and removed into Haran, where 
he had not been long settled before Terah died. 
Immediately after the performance of his obse- 
quies, Abraham wa3 commanded, by God, to 
depart into another land where he should eryoy 
ti)e protection of Heaven, aad experien(^e so feli- 
citous 
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Citous an increase that in his seed all the na- 
tions of the earth should be blessed. He readily 
*>beyed the divine call, by migrating with his 
W'ife, his nephew, and his servants, into the 
Land of Promise, . where he pitched his tents in 
the vicinage of Sichem, and built an altar unto 
tlieXiord". 

Here God vouchsafed to appear to him *^ p 
again, confirming the former promise, and . p '* 
assuring him that his posterity should, at " ' 
a future day, possess the country in which he 
was now a stranger. In a short time, however, 
Abraham was obliged to remove from Egypt, 
to elude the dreadful effects of a great famine, 
which occurred in Canaan. The fear he was in 
upon account of Sarah bis wife, whose beauty 
was sufficiently striking to endanger the man's 
life who should pass for her husband, made him 
resolve that she should style herself his sister in 
every place where they might sojourn. From 
this descent into Egypt, the generality of chro- 
nologers compute the space of four hundred 
and thirty years mentioned by St. Paul, agree- 
ably to the assertion of Moses in another place, 
that Israel dwelt in Egypt four hundred and 
thirty years. 

The patriarch had not long resided in ^^ ^ 
Egypt before Pharaoh became enamour- -^' ^* 
ed of Sarah's charms, and took her to his *^ ^ ^* 
court, shewing extraordinary favours, for her 
sake, to her pretended brother. The Almighty 
\vas, however, pleased to interpose on behalf of 
his servants, and Pharaoh was made so sensible 
of the anger of Heaven that he voluntarily re- 
^toved Abraham's wife, free from violation, and 

. issue<l 
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issued out orders for their safe d.op.^ure froirj 
his doniinloiis. 

Abraliam iijiniediaitely qTiitted Kgypt, and, 
directing hi.s steps to Betlie!, uhefe tlie faiuiue 
had now ceased, oftl'red a sacrifice of thanks 
for bis safe return. In the mean lime, the herds 
of Lot, his nepliew, increased so considerably 
that sharp contentions arose between the herds- 
man, ana Abraham resolved to sepsrate in <i 
friendly manner, as is already related in the 
{listory of Moab. Upon Lot's departure to the 
fertile plains of Sodom, Abraham removed to 
the land of Moreh in Hebron, where he con- 
tracted a friendship with three of the greatest 
men of the place; viz INlamre, Aner, and 
Eshcol, who, in process of time, rendered hioji 
some important services, and assisted him io 
rescuing Lot from ChedorJaomer. 

He afterward reipoved to Hebron, where 
God appeared to him the fifth time in a visionji 
and encouraged him with fresh assurances of es- 
pecial favour, adding that he would be his ex- 
ceeding great rewarj. Abraham now ventured 
to expoistulate,' for the first time, with his Cre- 
ator, observing that he could not comprehend 
how those reiterated promises could be fulfilled, 
while hie continued childless, and, to all appear- 
ance, should leave his substance to his steward, 
one Elie^er, of Damascus. God vouchsafed to 
answer that not Eliezer, but a son of his owiv# 
should inherit his property, and propiised to 
make his posterity like the stars of Ileaven for 
multitude. Abranam was, at this time, eighty- 
five years old, and Sarah, turned of sevenyt- 
four, was deemed barren. Circumstances which 
might have staggered an ordinary faith, but the 

\olume 
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Volant of Holy Writ informs us, " he believed 
in God, and it was imputed to him for righte- 
ousness/* He, however, presumed to demand a 
sign, and Qdd granted his request. Abraham 
baving ki Bct a young heifer, a goat, and a ram, 
-with a plglSn and turtle dove, in obedience to 
the Divine injunction, divided the beasts in the 
luiddle, and then, joining the pieces, laid the 
birds upon them, while he himself staid to 
drive away the fowls from the sacrifice. As 
soon as the sun began to set, a deep sleep fell 
upon him, succeeded by a horror of great dark- 
ness; during which it ^vas revcaied to him 
that his descendants should soji>urn and be 
artJicted in a strange land, for the tento of four 
hundred years; but that God would afterward 
punish tr'.eir opjpressors, and bring them safely 
into the promised land. After this revelarion, 
Abraham beheld a smoking furnace and a burn- 
itig lamp pass between the victims, as a token of 
'the ralificatioi\of God's covenant. 

Sarali, not suspecting that slie was to j, p 
bear the promised child at an age Wiiich ,q, ,' 
seemed to preclude the possibility of ' 

gestation, resolved to become a mother by 
proxy, according to the custom of that age and 
country. She therefore persuaded heV husband 
to take her hand-maid tlagar toliiih : but, fmd- 
ing herself insulted by the slave whom her 
'kindness had raised, she could not'M'frain from 
uttering some bitter complaihts. Abraham, 
being anxious to convince his Wife that he still 
loved her with unabated tenderiiess, giive her 
free permission to act in vvhat tnaYirtet she 
thought proper. She immediately adopted so 
harsh a mode oTbehavidur that llagar fled i'Tc\tv\ 

4 
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her presence, and wandered to. a fountain on 
the road to Sur, leading to Egypt. Here she 
uas accosted by ,an angef of God, who per- 
suaded her to return to her mistress, and as- 
sured her that she should soon be delivered of a 
son, whom she should call Ishmael; that his 
posterity would be extremely numerous; that 
their hand should be against every man, and 
every man's hand against them ; and that they 
should dwell in the face of all their brethren. 

Ilagar obeyed the angel's command, and 
brought forth Ishmael in the eighty -sixth year 
of Abraliam's age. The patriarch brought up 
this child as the promised heir of all his sub- 
stance, and Hagar prudently concealed what 
she had learnt from the angel; so that near 
thirteen years elapsed after this event, before 
he received an explicit promise that he should 
have a son by Sarah his wife. 
2 p By this time Abraham had attained to 
1898* *^® ninety-»ninth year of his age, when 
God was pleased to ratify his former co- 
venant with him, by changing his name froo* 
Abram to Abraham,"a$suring him that he should 
be the father of many nations; commanding 
him to circumcise all the males in his family on 
the eighth day after their birth; and informing 
him that Sarah his wife should bear a son, who 
should inherit all the promised blessings, and, 
. therefore, her name should be no longer Sarai, 
but Sarah. The patriarch falling on his fkce, 
began to intercede for the preservation of Ish- 
mael, beyond which he deemed it unreasonable 
to ask any thing. But God assured him that 
these blessings were not designed for Ishmael, 
but for a son, to be born of the hitherto barrea 

biiran. 
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Sarah, whoAi he should name Isaac ; that the 
son of Hagar should, indeed, be blessed with a 
numerous posterity, but that Isaac alone should 
be entitled to the covenant of promise, and that 
in his seed all nations of the earth should be 
blessed. 

Abraham, having cheerfully obeyed ^ ^ 
the command of his Maker with respect | «qJ 
to the males of his family, was soon ho- 
noured with another visit more remarkable than 
tlie former. Sitting one day before the door of 
his tent, he saw three persons at a distance, 
whom he supposed to be strangers ; and, going 
forth to meet them, invited them, respectfully, 
to partake of a refreshment with him. In this 
interview his divine guest confirmed his promise 
of Sarah bearing a son within the year. Sarah, 
who was listening at the tent door, betrayed her 
incredulity by an involuntary burst of laughter ; 
and the stVanger asked the cause of her irreve- 
rent mirth in so serious atone that she would 
fain have denied it ; but it was to no purpose 
that she endeavoured to hide any thing from 
the heavenly visitor, who dismissed her with 
this gentle reproof, that she was highly culpa- 
ble in mistrusting his assertions, since nothing 
was impossible with God. 

The celestial guests now rose up in order to 
pursue their journey ; and Abraham accompa- 
nied them some part of the way, till one of 
tiiem, whom the original calls " The Lord*," 

* The name Jehovah, bv which Moses calls the stranger 
-who conversed with Abraham, being regarded by the ge- 
nerality of Jews atid Christians as the incommunicable 
name of God, it is rationally aupposed this was the second 
person of tht blcMe4 Trinity who appearea in that form. 
Vol. IL G iufoYWv^^ 
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informed him that the cry of Sodom and Go- 
morrah had ascended to Heaven : and that he 
%vas going down to destroy those places^ if he 
found thcjir crimes equal to the report. 

The patriarch, remembering his nephew. Lot, 
and, stimulated by compassion for his fellow- 
creatures, earnestly interceded for such righteous 
men as might be found among the sinners ; and 
continued his solicitations till he obtained an 
assurance that, if <e»i just persons were found in 
the place, God would lay aside his purposed 
judgment for their sake. The fate of those ci- 
ties, and the deliverance of -Lot, having appear- 
ed in the preceding Volume, it is only requisite 
to observe that Abraham, on thie ensuing morn- 
ing, beheld the smoke of the polluted country 
ascending like the smolce of a itirunce. 

Soon after this period, Abraham removed firom 
the plains of Mamre ilftto the country of the 
Philistines, where king Abimelech secured Sa- 
hah for his bed, sup^ostAg her to have been the 
patriarch's sister ; but God appeared to the Phi- 
listine in a dream, and threatened :him with in- 
stant death, if he did n^t immediately restore 
the woman to her husband ; in consequence of 
which, Sarah was b'ent back with many valu- 
able presents. 

^ ^ At the appointed time, Sarah %vas de- 
isgt) ^*^^"^^ of the<rhild of promise, who was 
' circumcised on the eighth day, and 
hamcd Isaac, agreeably to the command uf the 
Almighty. The venerable couple were now in 
the zenith of their happiness: Sarah having 
isackled the infaiit at her 'ovvn breast, weaned 
him fit tl^ custotaai^ Ufa^^ <and her .pious hu;^ 
baodi]Midea4atM4o4idUi»4ioiiaeboklosithe joy- 
ful 
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ful occasion. But this felicity suficrcd some al- 
loy from the jealousy which Isaac occasioned to 
liagar and her son ; for Isaac had scarcely at- 
tained his seventh year when his mother, per- 
ceiving that Ishmael tceated him with disrespect, 
resolved to part them, for ever, that the son of 
the bond-woman might have no share in the in- 
hepiiance Though Abrahan^ loved his wife so 
tenderly that he could deny her nothing, yet 
he considered her intention as cruel and unrea- 
sonable; but;^ God conftrming Sarah's request, 
ajod promising to make Ishmael the father of a 
great nation, he was at length prevailed on to 
send H^ar and her sou away. 

About twentv-five years after this event, Abra- 
h^m^s faith ana ohedience were put to the most 
severe %9st, he being commanded by the AJ- 
Blighty to take I^aac, his only and dearly belov- 
ed son, to a certaia mountain, and there to offer 
him up ^ 4 burnt-sficrifice. The justly celebra- 
ted patriarch, without presuming to expostulate 
pppn the severity of these orders, resolved to 
obey; leaving to God the performance of his 
own promises. He accordingly set out the very 
next mornings and, on the third day, came 
within sight of Mount- Moriah, the place ap- 
pointed for the dreadful sacrifice. Leaving his 
servants behind, he ascended the mountain \M'th 
the darling of bis old age, laden with the 
wood and other materials for a burnt-offer- 
ing. Isaac, seeing nothing of a victim, could 
not forb«»dr putting this questipn to his father, 
''Behold the fire and the wood; but where 
is the lamb for a burnt-ofFering }" to which 
he calmly replied that God would provide 
a lamb for the occasion. Having built an 
G 2 _ «l\\.^.\ 
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ta altar, and laid the wood in order, Abra- 
ham bound his son, and stretched out his hand 
to give the fatal blow ; but God was pleased to 
countermand his injunction, and to renew all his 
promises to his well-tried servant, who had not 
attempted to withhold his son, his only son, 
from him. Abraham then discovered a ram, 
caught by the horns in a bush, which he imme- 
diately sacrificed instead of the child, and in me- 
mory of the transaction called the place Jeho- 
.vah-jire, the Lord will provide, alluding to the 
answer he had given Isaac on ascending the 
jnountain. He soon after heard the welcome 
news that his sister-in-law, Milcah, had borne a 
numerous issue, a circumstance which induced 
him to send to that family for a wife for Isaac. 

-^ p Abraham appears to have lived in the 
' 1860* '^t^^^^t ^''^'^quilJjty^ with Isaac and Sarah, 
' till his happiness was • distui-bed by the 
■death of the latter, which happened in the hun- 
dred and twenty-seventh year of her agje, in the 
city of Hebron. Her husband went thither to 
mourn for her, and to procure her an honourable 
Nsepulture.' He accordingly purchased the cave 
of Machpelah, with the field belonging to it, 
from Ephron the Hittite, for four hundred pieces 
of silver, and deposited in that place the remains 

of his beloved wife, 

jg p The patriarch, being anxious to see 

, * ^* Isaac married to some branch of his own 
'family, called one of his most faithfu4 
servants to him, and, having compelled him to 
take an oath that he would execute his commis- 
sion with fidelity, gave him suitable instructions 
to conclude the marriage. The servant pro- 
ceeded with all possible speed to Harao, where 

Abraham's 
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Abraham's brother resided, and partly. by rich 
presents, and partly by the favourable account 
he gave of Abraham's wealth and grandeur, 
*arly obtained tho beautiful Rebecca for his 
young master. Having thus acquitted himself 
of his comuiission, he hastened back to Abra- 
ham ; and Rebecca was received by Isaac with 
every mark of aflectionate respect. 

Abraham, though greatly delighted ^ ^ 
with the marriage of his son, djeemcd it jg-o' 
advisable to console himself for the loss 
of his beloved Sarah by espousing Keturah, af- 
ter he had continued a widower foriH^veral years. 
By this union he had six sons, whom he after- 
ward portioned, that they might not intpfcre 
with Isaac's inheritance. They, accordingly, 
went to the eastward of Beersheba and the land 
of Canaan, and settled in both Arabias, where 
some traces of their name may still be found. 

Nothing more is recorded of this famous pa- 
triarch but that ho died in the hundred and 
seventy-fifth year of his age, and was buried by 
his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, in the sepulchral 
cave of Machpclah. 

Rebocca, who had continued barren ^ p 
for upward of nineteen years, was at '' 
length delivered of two sons, w^om she 
called Esau and Jacob. Esau became a great " 
hunter, and the darling of his father^ who was 
very fond of venison ; but Jacob was the espe- 
cial favourite of his mother, who knew, by reve- 
lation, that he should inherit the blessing. This 
knowledge she probably communicated to the 
object of her maternal love, as he was not above 
twenty years old when be contrived to make 
his brother swear awav his birthrigUit 

G 3 \«aa.c 
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Isaac, iiaving removed to Gerar, in cons^* 
:<]uence of a famine^ and formed an amicable 
-treaty with king Abimelecli, resolved to coufei- 
a solemft benediction on his first-born Esau, be- 
fore be died. He therefore commanded him to 
•go in quest of some venison, and dress it to his 
.palate ; expressing a wish to put his design in 
execution immediately. Esau cheerfully obey- 
ed these injunctions ; but Rebecca, having 
overheard the discourse, caused Jacob to person- 
ate his brother, and executed her plan with 
«uch admirable prudence that Isaac had pro- 
«ouncedthe irrevocable blessingbefore his eldest 
son returned from the chace Jacob hastened 
to acquaint his mother with their brilliant suc- 
cess, and Esau was soon convinced that he had 
been circumvented in his absence. A pathetic 
scene ensued betweea the venerable patriarch 
and his afflicted son ; but the former strenuously 
insisted that his blessing should remain with Ja- 
cob. However, to assauge Esau's excessive 
grief, he blessed him also, in these words, " Thy . 
dwelling shall be the £atness of the earth, and 
of the dew of Heaven from above : by thy 
sword and thy bow shalt thou live, and shaft 
serve thy brother 4 and it shaH come to pass 
that, when thou »halt have the dominion, thou 
shalt ; break his yoke from off thy neck." 
This benediction was, however, so far from 
composing the mind of Esau that he is said to 
have resolved on Jacob's assassination, and 
dropped such hints of his dark design that Re- 
becca found a pretence for sending the object of 
his resentment beyond his reach, to Padan Aram. 
Jacob, being greatly encouraged by a singu- 
lar dreamy ini the vicinage of.Luz, furoceedcd 

cheer- 
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(cbeerfuMy 'On his journey, till he arrived at th« 
Jbouse of his uncle Labau. Herehe was received 
^ith every demonstration of joy ; and an agree* 
ment was soon made, by virtue of which he was 
to serve his relative seven years, on condition of 
beijig rewarded with the hand of the beauteous 
Kachael. At tiie expiration of the stated time/ 
Jacob demanded the dear remuneration of his 
labour, but Laban contrived to deceive him, by 
introducing him to the apartment of Leah. The 
•bridegroom, finding at the return of day that 
instead of bis beloved Rachaelhe was united to 
her homely sister, expressed his resentment of 
his uncle's duplicity in the strongest terms. La- 
ban apologised for his behaviour^ by observing 
«that it was an unprecedented thingin that coun. 
try to marry the youngest sister before the eld- 
est; and pacified his nephew, by offering to give 
him Kachael also, at the expiration of the nuptial 
weeky for the benefit of seven other years of 
/ait hful service. 

Jacob's behaviour was extremely dif- -r^ ^ 
ierQut toward his two wives. Rachael jJc-' 
had the entire possession of his heart, 
while Leah was obliged to content herself with 
fliere civility. Yet the latter was made the 
iiappy mother of many children, while her sis- 
ter was, for a considerable length of time, sup- 
posed to be barren. Leah was soon dehvered of 
.a son, whom she named fieuben^ iAtimating that 
God had seen her affliction, and given her a 
•child, which might, probably, endear her to her 
husband. She afterward bore another, whom 
she called Simeon, because she said the Al- 
. mighty had listened to her complaint ; her third 
she distinguished by the na^ie of Le\\y Vvop\Tv^ 
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her husband would be now cordially joined to 
her ; and the fourth she called Judah^ thinkings 
herself bound to praise God for his repeated 
mercies. 

Rachael was by thistiipe so extremely niorti- 
iied at her sister's fruitful ness that she began to 
murmur against the dispensations of Providence, 
and peevishly told her husband that, unless he 
gave her children also, she should assuredly die 
with grief. Jacob replied that he was not posr 
scssed of the power of working miracles ; apd 
exhorted her to look up to God for the fulfilment 
of her desire, instead of provoking the divine 
anger by her unavailing discontent. This an-r 
swer silenced her upbra4dings, and she gave her 
maid Bilhah to Jacob, by whom he had two 
Rons; the first of which RachacI called Dan, to 
imply that God had judged in her favour ; and 
the other she called Naphtali, to express the 
struggles she had with her sister. 

Leah, supposing that she had Jcft off bearing, 
gave her maid ^ilpah to Jacob, whose first son 
she named Gad {a troop), expecting more to fol- 
low; and the ne^^t she called Asher, on account 
of the felicity which she now enjoyed. She wa^, 
herself, deliveri:d of two more sons, whom she 
called Issachar and Zcbulun ; and had Ifkewise 
a daughter, whom she named Dinah. RachaeVs 
inqnietude was also at length appeased, as God 
vouchsafed to grant her a son, whom she called 
Joseph. 

Jacob, having now completed his fourteen 

'years of servitude, reqJllP^ted Laban's permission 

to remove, with his family, to tbe residence of 

his venerable parents. £ut the great advantages, 

which had resulted from his fidelity and atten* 

tio:\ 
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tion rendered his uncJe extremely averse to 
the proposal, and induced him to offer higher 
rewards, upon condition that he should relin^ 
quish' his design. An agreement ^vas soon exe- 
cuted ; biit Laban's avarice invented so many 
Mratagems to defraud his son-in-law that the 
latter was compelled to use others in his own 
defence, which were attended with such signal 
success that he became exceediagiy rich* while 
Laban's property gradually diminished. 

That peculiar blessing, which wasevi- ^ .^ 
dently stamped by Heaven itself on all ,Joq* 
the concerns of Jacob, gave such um- 
bi'age to Laban and his sons that they began to 
abate of their former respectful behaviour, and 
to regard him with the jaundiced eye <?f jealousy. 
Jacob, accordingly, resolved to quit a place 
which no longer afforded him the blessings of 
content ; and, having imparted his design to his 
wives, commenced his journey, with all his 
household, to the Land of Canaan, while his un- 
cle was engaged, at some distance, in sheep- 
shearing. Laban received intelligence of this 
transaction on the third day, and went immedi- 
ately in pursuit of the fugitives ; but seven days 
elapsed before he -overtook them, by which 
time they had crossed the Euphrates^ and form- 
ed a temporary encampment on the mountains 
of Gilead. - 

Laban had, i« aJI probability, formed some 
evil design against Jacob ; but, being intimidated 
bv a vision from God in his sleep, he contented 
himself with upbraiding his relative with a pre- 
cipitate Sight, which deprived him of the satis- 
iaction of careidng his daughters and children, 
^nd of dismissing them with the customary ce- 
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ret^onies of music and dancing. He also accused 
him of stealing his gods, which Kachael had, in 
in fact, taken and concealed among the earner* 
furniture. To the first part of this complaint 
Jacob readily answered, by adverting to the va- 
rious frauds which had been practised by his 
covetous uncle ; and by expatiating on the un- 
grateful returns that had been made to his long 
and well tried services. But with respect to the 
theft he avowed his ignorance of the whole 
concern, and commanded that the most diligent 
search should be instantly made for the idols, in. 
order that the culprit, if discoverrcj, should be 
put to death, Laban lost no time, but? searched: 
every tent with the utmost care ; his labour 
however was rendered fruitless by RachaeP.s pre- 
sence of mind ; and he was at last obliged to, 
submit to the loss of his precious goods. Some 
fresh expostulations now ensued between Laban. 
and Jacob, who mutually agreed to rear a pile 
of stones, as a-standingmonument of their friend-i 
ship and pacific intentions. This design wasi 
immediately executed ; a sacrifice was oBereci 
to God upon the occasion ; the residue of thet 
day was devoted to festivity ; and next morn* 
ing Laban, having bestowed his benedictions ou 
the whole family, vetmrned to Padan-Aram. 

Jacob had no sooner obtained a coniplete de* 
liven'ncc from Laban's tyranny than iie began 
to dread the effects of his elder brother's resent- 
ment, though his anxiety was, in some measure, 
allayed by a vision of a host of angels, who ap- 
peared to him on the road. He dispatched mos- 
sengers to acquaint Esau with the prosperous 
state of his aiiairs, and to announce his return 
from Mesopotamia. Esau immediately went 
, forth 
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iorth to meet him with ao numcreus a train of 
followers that Jacob <;oncluded he came for his 
dciitructioD. With this idea he divided his fa- 
mily into two bands^ that if one perished the 
other might escape, addressed himself to God, 
in the language of true humility, for needful 
succour, aud commanded his sertants t« ad- 
vance, with some valuable presents of cattle, 
toward his brother, whose esteem might .possi- 
bly be conciliated by so respectful a mode of 
conduct. 

Having made these arrangements in the beat 
maiiDer his time and exigence would permit, he 
caused his family and flocks to pass the brook 
Jabbok very early in the morning, while be 
himself tarried at Mahanaim, and obtained a 
blessing from a divine apparition in the form of 
a mau, with which he wrestled till break of da}-. 
His name was now changed from Jacob to Is- 
rael, which signifies a man tliat has prevailed 
mu/t God:; and the new.assurances which he re- 
ceived of the heavenly protection encouraged 
hiiu to proceed cheerfully till he had overta- 
ken his family. His intcrvt«w with Esau was 
pleasingly affecting, and he received a. pressing 
invitation to Mount Seir; but thought proper 
to turn toward Saccoth, whence he afterward 
xemoved to Salem, a city belonging to the She- 
chemites, where he settled, and erected an al- 
tar, which he consecrated to die "mighty God 
of Israel.^' 

In this situation, Jacob 4»igkt, in all ^^ p 
probability, have long€mjoyed the bless- '^* 
•itigs of domestic felicity, and the uufeign- ' 
ed respect of his neighbours, had not his two 
sons, Simeon and Levi, compelled him> b}^ their 

treac\\cTo\xa 
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treach'erbu's massacre of the Shechiemites, to re- 
move nearer Mamre, where his father still re- 
dded. 

Shortly after this event, Jacob, in obedi^ence 
to the command of his Maker, conducted his fa- 
mily to Luz, afterward called Beth-el, where he 
built an altar, and called it El-Beth-el, or the 
God of Beth-el. His continuance at this place 
was however of short duration, as he was ex- 
tremely anxious to visit his beloved father. In 
his journey toward Ephrath^ Rachael fell in la- 
boor, and, perceiving her approaching dissolu- 
tien, called the child Benoni, or the son of my c^- 
fliction; buty after her decease, Jacob changed 
that melancholy name into Benjamin^ or the son 
of my right hand, Rachael was interred in the 
way to Ephrath, and a stone monument was 
raised upon her gmve. About the same time 
Reuben, having fallen in love with Bilhah, his 
father's concubine, committed an outrage, 
which made so deep an impression on Jacob's 

~ heart that he grieved for it to th« ds^y of his 
death. 

Jacob at }engtb arrived at the dwelling of his 
old father, with whom he continued till the good 

' patriarch yiekled his spirit into the hands of hts 

Maker, in the hundred and eightieth year of his 

age. He was buried by his two sons in the care 

of Machpelah, with Abraham and Sarah. 

g Q The felicity vi^hich Jacob had tsxperi- 

1720* ®"^®^ during his last residence with his 

' beloved parent had ^suffered a sensible 

dimunition,by the illiberal disposition and cruel 

conduct of some part of his family. Joseph, who 

• was then abbur seventeen years of age and the 
peculiar darling of bis father, became .the object 

of 
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of his brethren's envy on account of his superior 
accomplishments, and the austerity of his virtue; 
which prompted liim to make Jacob acquainted 
with the reprehensible conduct of the sous of 
Bilhah and Zilpah. But envy was suddenly con- 
verted into the most irreconcilable hatred by his 
relating some remarkable dreams, which clearly 
prefigured his future exaltation, and the humu 
liation of his brethren. From this time they re- 
solved on his destruction, and embraced thehrst 
opportunity of delivering themselves from the 
restraint, which his presence usually imposed 
on their actions. They agreed to kill him, and 
persuade their father that he was devoured by 
some wild beast ; but, Reuben having prevailed 
on them to caift him into a pit <vhere he might 
die with hunger, they changed their dt'sip^n, and 
sold him to a troop of Ishmaelites, who happen- 
ed to pass with balm and spices, on their wslv 
to Egypt, Reuben, wlio was absent duriug this 
transaction, expre^iscd the utoia>t astonishment 
when he perceived Joseph was gone, and utter- 
ed such lamentable complaints, as rendered the 
inhuman brothers still more solicitous to conceal 
the step they had taken. It was, however, uni- 
versally agreed that Jacob should be deceived 
respecting the fate of his beloved child ; in con- 
sequence of which Joseph's party-coloured coat 
was dipped in the blood of a kid, and sent to 
the good patriarch, who, recognising the gar- 
ment, exclaimed in an agony of despair, " Jo- 
seph is without doubt rent in pieces ;" and took 
his imaginary lo^s so much to heart that he did 
not cease moiirning on accoimtof it till he heard 
the surprising news of his son's advancement 
. in Egypt. 

\oL. II. H 3os^v^ 
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Joseph happened to be sold to an officer of the 
king's guard, named Poliphar, whom he served 
with such diligence, zeal, and fidelity, that he 
was soon entrusted with the entire management 
of his master's affairs. In this situation he cap- 
tivated the afTections of Potiphar's wife, who 
made several attempts to seduce him into a com- 
pliance with her unlawful desires ; and one day, 
in particular, accosted him in so passionate a 
manner that Joseph fled abruptly from the 
house, leaving his upper garment, which, she 
had laid hold of, in her hands. This repulse 
transported her instantaneously from the ex-' 
treme ci wanton love to that of revenge : slie 
accordingly brought together all her domestics 
ivho were within hearing, and charged the in- 
nocent Hebrew with her own crime, prc^ucing 
the garment as a confirmation of her tale. Po- 
tiphar> being deceived by his perfidious wife, 
was violently incensed against his servant, and 
caused him to be immediately thrown into 
prison. 

Joseph had not been long in this melancholy 
situation before he ingratiated himself so effec- 
tually with the Egyptian gaoler that he en- 
trusted him with the care of all the prisoner:^. 
Two of these persons, viz. Pharaoh's chiefbut- 
ler and baker acquainted Joseph with some re- 
markable dreams, which he readily interpreted, 
and also predicted the precise time of their ac- 
complishment ; observing that within three 
. days the butler should be restored to his employ- 
ment, and the baker put to death. He then 
implored the assistance and interest of the for- 
mer, relating the sad story of his early captivity, 
the injustice of his late mistres*, and what else 

might 
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ftiight be deemed suitable for the accomplish* 
ment of his design iu appealing to the humanity 
of his fellow prisoner. 

Oo the predicted day, Pharaoh's prisoneni 
were taken from confinement ; when the chief 
baker was suspended from a tree, and the chief 
butler reinstated in the full possession of bit 
place and privileges. But the promise which he 
had given to Joseph was now forgotten, amidst 
the splendor of the palace; and t>yo years elaped 
before tire unfortunate son of Jacob obtained th* 
expected deliverance. 



About this time the Egyptian mo- -^ q 
narch was greatly disturbed by twa ^^t^[ 
remarkable dreams*, which were justly 



considered' 33 portentous of soihe great event or 
ajccident, though the magicians werei unable to 
explaiii them, Joseph wai then, upon the butt 
lePs recommendation, sent for out of prison ; aii4 
the interpretation which he gave^ together wit& 
the excellent advi<Se^ he offere<i^ upon the ira^ 
portant occasion, coociltated the kui^ etteeim ^^ 
and elevated him ta the secood^il&Etiea xa tmu- 
land. 

Joseph, being now arcayed in the most cotftij^ 
robes, honoured 'with Pharaoh^s warmest es* 
teem, and seated in the 8t:cond chariot of stattf; 
whilst the men who nm before it cried,, *' Boir 
the knee,'' made a progress through the whole 
kingdom ; erected granaries, appointed proper 
otiicers in every place, and arranged all things 
with such exquij»ite foresight and application ' 
that, before the expiration of the plentiful years, 
he found his stores filled above numbering! Bu- 

• Vide Genesis xli. 

H 2 i\xw% 
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ring this time the kiiip^ had given him the name 
of Zaphnah-Paaneah, or a revealer of secrets ; 
and bestowed on him in marriage the daughter 
of Potipherah, priest of On, by whom he had 
two sons ; the first of whom he called Manas- 
seh, to express that " God had made him forget 
all his toil ;*' and the second he named Ephra.m, 
because his INIaker had rendered him fruitful in 
the land of his affliction. 

The seven plentiful years, implied by the 
first part of Pharaoh's dream, were immediately 
succeeded by those of famine ; nor was the 
scarcity confined to Egypt, but severely felt in 
the land of Canaan and the adjoiping nations. 
As soon therefore as the Egyptians began to be 
in want of bread, Joseph commanded his stores 
to be opened, and corn to be sold to the people, 
who flocked thither from all parts. 

Jacob hearing of the political measures which 
had been taken in Egypt, sent ten of his sons 
thither to purchase gram, and kept only Benja- 
min at home. Upon their arrival they were 
directed to- the governor, who instantly recog- 
nised their features, and beheld the accomplish- 
ment of his dream in their humble prostrations. 
He therefore demanded, in an angry tone of 
voice, whence they came ? and upon their an- 
swering from Canaan, he accused them of being 
spies, who, under the pretence of buying com, 
designed to examine the weakness of the land. 
To this charge they replied, in the most sub- 
missive manner, by asserting that they were all 
one man's sons ; and had left a younger bro- 
ther with their father, who had been blessed 
with another besides, but he was now no more. 
Joseph, taking advantage of this declaration, 

told 



told them with an imperious air that miless ontf 
of them would consent to fetch this* youngest 
son, whilst the rest were detained in ciwto* 
dy, he should be fully persuaded: of their tre»» 
cherous intentions, and should punish, them ao 
cordingly. 

At the expiration of three days> during wiiich 
they had aJl been in confinement, he sent fo0 
them, and in a milder tone proposed that nme 
of them should depart with provision for theii( 
family, while one might remain in prison, till 
the arrival of the youngest brother should 
prove their sincerity. He then caused Simeon 
to be bound before their eyes, whilst he had 
the pleasure to hear them express their contri-^ 
tion for their inhuDian conduct towards their 
brother Joseph, on whose account, they unani* 
niously agreed, they were now chastised by- the 
righteous providence of God. 

The disconsolate brethren were now suffered 
to set out on their return, but had not travelled 
tar, when they were equally dismayed and asto* 
nished by finding their money in their sacks. 
They immediately supposed that the haughty 
Egyptian lord had devised this expedient for 
their ruin, and doubted not but their next visit 
would be productive of the most direful misfor- 
tuncsi With these ideas they returned to their 
father, and acquainted him. with their mortify- 
ing adventures. The patriarch was much grieved 
at the detention of Simeon, and the harsh bcha* 
viour of the governor: but when he understood 
that Benjamin, the darling of his sdul, and the 
offspring of his beloved Rachael, must of neces- 
sity be carried to Egypt, his aged heart was 
overwhelmed with sorrow, the recollection oi 
H 3 ^^^X* 
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past afflictions rushed into his niind^ and he ex- 
claimed, in the bitterness of hissoiil, " My sou 
shall not go down : for his brother is dead/ and 
he is left alone. If mischief befall him by the 
way, then will my gray hairs be brought dowA 
with sorrow to the grave.'* 
. At length, however, the famine increasing, 
and the provision being nearly exhausted, Jacob 
was prevailed on to part witK his favourite son 
for a time, in order that Simeon might be set at 
Jiberty, and his household preserved frop) de^ 
9truction. He accordingly prepared such pre- 
sents as he thought would be most acceptable to 
the Egyptian, and, having given the strictest 
charge respecting JBenjamm, furnished his sons 
with a supply of money, and earnestly intreated 
the Almighty to crown their journey with suc- 
cess. . 

When they presented themselves before Jo- 
seph, he commanded his steward to conduct 
them to his house, where he intended they 
should dine with him. But they, suspecting a 
design was forming against their liberty on ac 
count of the money they had recently found in 
their sacks, addressed themselves to tho steward, 
and assured him they had brought it back, v.itH 
a fresh supply for other provision. 'J he. nir»n 
desired them to lay aside their ill-groiiiided ap- 
prehensions ; and, after introducing them to their 
brother Simeon, informed them they were to 
dine with the governor, A\ho would return by 
lioon. 

Joseph made his appearance at the appointed 
hour, and honoured them with a friendly saluta- 
tion, enquiring after their fatlier*s hew It h, and 
demanding whether that was their youngest 

'brother 
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brother who stood before him. Benjamin bowed 
his head in token of reply, and Joseph, having 
bU ssed him, commanded the dinner to be served. 
They were placed according to their seniority, 
whilst he sat at one table by himself, and his- 
Egyptian friends at another ; for it was an abo- 
mination to tl^e Egyptians to ept with the He- 
brews. Joseph, according to the custom of thp 
country, sent dishes from his own table to all his 
brethren ; biit Benjamin's portion was five 
times* larger than any of the rest. 

After they had partaken of tjiis repast, the 
sons of Jacob began to think of taking their" 
leave ; and next morning set out on their return 
to their father: but Joseph's steward, overtak- 
ing them at some distance from the city, accused 
them of purloining his lord's drinking cup ; and 
to their inexpressible amazement found the pro- 
perty in Benjamin's sack. Contbuiided at this 
terrible accident, and distracted i'or the safety 
of the supposed thief, they returned with a|| 
possible haste to Joseph, who reprimanded them 
warmly for their ingratitude ; but consented tp 
pardon them all, except the pers<^non whom the 
cup was found. He therefore told them that 
he should retain Benjamin in slavery, and de- 
sired the rest to go home in peace. 

Upon this declaration, Jndah stepped forward 
to plead the cause of the imagiaary culprit. He 
addressed himself to Joseph in the most pathetic 
laijguage, expatiating on Israel's extreme fond- 
ness; adverting to his own solemn engagement 
i\)v the safety of the yuuth ; offering himself 
with unfeigned i.cal as an equivalent for hiai 

♦ This was a particular maik oF respect pr affection t«s' 
wards (he person to whom it was sent. 



80 JEWS. 

brother; and drawing a lively picture of those ' 
incomparable agonies which must inevitably 
rend the heart of a venerable parent, in case 
his present petition was disregarded. Joseph 
listened for some time in silence to this aftecting 
language, hut at length hi^ emotion became so 
visible that he was forced to send all the by- 
standers away, while he made himself known 
to his brethren. Then, giving free vent to his 
tears, he embraced them with inexpressible ten- 
derness, assured them of his forgiveness for their 
intentional cruelty, and reminded them that his 
early captivity had, under the direction of 
Providence, been productive of the greatest 
blessings to himself, to them, and to all Egy^t, 
Pharaoh, being informed in the mean time that 
Joseph's brethren were come to buy corn, was 
pleased to issue out fJrders for their removal into 
his dominions, promising they should never want 
sustenance or protection ; and Joseph, in com- 
pliance with the orders of l\is royal patron, sent 
immediately for his father. 

Jacob, on the return of his sons, inquired ea- 
gerly for his beloved Benjamin, and thought 
himself sufficiently happy in clasping that object 
of paternal affection once more to his generous 
bosom. But when he heard the astonishing news 
of Joseph's safety and exalted situation, the ve- 
nerable Hebrew fainted beneath the oppressive 
emotions of his soul, and on reviving seemed to 
doubt whether it was not an illusion. At length, 
however, he regained sufficient strength to look 
on the rich presents, and the carriages, which 
were sent by Pharaoh's command ; when, raising 
his eyes to Heaven, he exclaimed with all the 
eathi^iasm of mingled love and giatitudcA " It 
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is enough : Joseph, my son, is yet alive ; I will 
go and see him before I die." 

Joseph was no sooner informed of his father's 
approach than he went to meet him, and their 
mutual emotions upon this occasion were such as 
may be better imagined than expressed. The 
patriarch and his sous were then presented to 
Pharaoh, and received the royal permission to 
settle in the land of Goshen, where they received 
a constant supply from the granaries during the 
famine, and were entrusted with the care of the 
flocks and herds belonging to the king. 

In this situation, the family of Israel increased 
rapidly in wealth and numbers, under the bless- 
ing of God and the provident care of Joseph* 
At length Jacob finding, by the visible decay of 
his bodily strength, that his dissolution was at 
hand, sent for his beloved son, and intreatcd 
that his body might be carried, after his de- 
cease, to Machpelah, and therje deposited with 
■ his ancestors. Joseph cheerfully took an oath 
to fulfil this desire, and Israel Sowed himself 
upon the bed's head, in token of gratitude to 
his Creator. 

Shortly after this transaction, Joseph -^ p 
presented his two sons, Man asseh and .ggg* 
Ephraira, to his father, requesting him 
to bless them before he died. Jacob, at the 
sight of his grand-children, sat up in his bed, 
though now in his last illness, and, after recapi- 
tulating the glorious promises he had received 
from the Almighty concerning the future ac- 
quisitions of his numerous posterity, he observed 
that for the sake of his beloved Rachael, the sons 
of Joseph should be called the two tribes of Mp* 
aasseh and Ephraim, and as such should receive 
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a double lot in the division of the Promised 
Land. The children were then brought to th« 
bedside, and placed, by Joseph, in such a man- 
ner that the patriarch might lay his right hand 
upon the head of the eldest, and his left upon 
that of the youngest ; but Jacob, by crossing 
his arms, rciverscd the intended position. This 
being attributed to a mistake. Joseph attempted 
to rectify it; but his father told hiqi he acted by 
a divine impulse, and in blessing the youths he 
not only preferred Ephraim to Manasseh, but 
gave him much the nobler benediction. 

Israel now caused his other sons to be assem- 
bled ; and having pronounced a prophetical 
blessing to every tribe, reminded them of his 
earnest desire to be buried in the cave of Mach- 
peloh ; after which he composed himself in his 
bed, and expired, in the hundred and forty- 
seventh year of his age, having resided seven« 
teen years in the land of Goshen. 

Joseph, after bedewing the corpse with a pro- 
fusion of tears, and expressing all the fiUal sor- 
row which the loss of so dear a relative could iu- 
spire, acquainted his sovereign with the mourn- 
ful event, and began to make suitable prepara- 
tions for the ftineral. The body was accordingly 
embalmed with the customary ceremonies ; the 
Egyptians devoted seventy days to respectftil 
lamentation ; and the mournful procession was 
attended by all the males of Jacob's family, the 
chief officers of the king's household, and the 
grandees of the kingdom. As soon as the ca- 
valcade, consisting oi a vast multitude of chariots 
and horsemen, had crossed the river Jordan, 
they made a halt of seven days at the threshing 
0oor of Atad, and there performed a funeral ce- 
remony. 
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remony, which induced the Canaaaites to caU 
the place Abel-Mlzraim, or the mourning of the 
Egyptians. Then, resuming their march, they 
proceeded to Machpelah, where the sons of 
Israel performe'd his obsequies, and then returned 
to Egypt with the rest ©f the company. 

Joseph's brethren, being now deprived of their 
parent's protection, and dreading the resentment 
of the governor, whom they had once treated 
with the most unpardonable cruelty, sent an hum- 
ble message to inform him that it was their fa- 
ther's earnest wish he should forget all past inju- 
ries, and still indulge them>vith his protection. 
Joseph immediately sent for his petitioners, re- 
ceived them with all the warmth of fraternal 
tenderness, and gave them such unequivocal as- 
surances of affection and support that they de- 
parted to their respective families with joyful , 
hearts, though probably astonished at that mag- 
nanimous disposition to which they themselves 
appear to have been utter strangers. 

Nothing more isrecbrded of this fa. -g p 
mily till the period of Joseph's death ; . ' " 
when he sent for his brethren, and as- 
sured them that God would certainly fulfil his im- 
mutable promise, and establish their posterity in 
the land of Canaan. He therefore requested 
^that they would not inter his remains in Goshen, 
but deposit them in some secure place, and, on 
tlie accomplishment of his prediction, carry 
them to the spot of ground which his beloved fa- 
. ther had given him by his last will. Having 
expressed this wish to his brethren, and taketi 
an oath of them for its due fnlfihnent, Joseph 
breathed out his soul in the hundred and tenth 
year of his age, having continued eighty ^i:^x* 
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in possession of those honours which Pharaoh 
conferred upon his extraordinary merit. 



SECT. IV. 



The Hhtoty of the Jrjos,ftom the Commencement of 
their Egyptian Bondage to their Entrance into 
the Land of Promise, 

THE time when the Israelites were first op- 
pressed in the land of Egypt cannot now 
be accurately determined^ neither would it be 
easy to ascertain how long they had groaned 
beneath their bondage when Moses was born. 
If, however, the time be uncertain, the cause is 
sulFiciently obvious, viz. the prodigious increase 
of their population, which excited the jealousy 
of the Egyptians, and induced them to weaken 
so formiaable a multitude by taxes, labours, and 
every species of oppression. 

Tiiis persecution began under the reign of a 

new monarch, who was either unacquainted 

with Joseph, or had forgotten the important 

services which that prudent minister had rcn- 

T> p dered both to the crown and nation of 

. ' „■ Egypt. Finding, at the expiration of 
' • several years, that neither the hardships 
he laid upon the Israelites, nor the cruelties his 
officers used toward them, could prevent their 
increasing as fast as ever, he sent for the two 
chief Hebrew midwives, and strictly com- 
mande i them to destroy every new-born male, 
icttiug the females take their chance. But these 

women, 
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women, who feared God and abhorred the idea 
ot* so barbarous an ofiice, neglected the royal 
command^ and -saved all the children vithont 
discrimination. Pharaoh, incensed at the frus- 
tration of his design,* issued out an ediot, under 
the severest penalties, that every male child of 
the Hebrews should be thrown into the 'S'llc 'ds 
soon as it was born, and that none but the fe- 
males should be suffered to live ; by which in- 
faunian decree the Israelites were reduced to the 
melancholy necessity of drowning their own 
children, or of seeing them drowned by the 
Egyptians. They were accordingly thrown into 
the utmost consternation, and doubtless begau 
to imagine that God had either forgotten or 
revoked his gracious promises. But the great 
object of their adoration, whose designs could 
not be fru.-.trated by private artifice or open vio^- 
lencc, made the tyrannical author of their mi- 
sery the instrument of bringing up that very in- 
fant, who was destined to be tlie delitcrer of 
their unhappy tribes. 

Amram, the son of Kohath, and Jo- ^ p 
chebcd, the daughter of Levi, ^vcre . t- . ' 
blessed with two children, Miriam and ' 

Aaron, before the promulgation of PhAraoh's 
edict ; but Moses being born some time after, 
and proving a beautiful child, the parents felt a 
more than ordinary reluctance to destroy him. 
They accordingly ventured to conceal Jlim for 
the space of three months, fill, fearing the ex- 
treme danger of a discover^', which would have 
proved equally fatal to him and themselves, they 
enclosed hmi in a small ark of bulrushes, ancl 
committed him to the mercy of the waves, leav- 

Voi. II- l" ing 
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ing his sister Miriam at a convenient distance to 
watch the event. 

The little vessel was soon impeded in its pro- 
gress by the reeds aad flags with which thm 
Nile abounds ; and Pharaoh's daughter, who 
was then walking by the side of the river, im- 
mediately sent some of her attendants to fetch 
it. Her surprise at the sight of so lovely an in- 
fant, bathed in tears, and thus cruelly exposed, 
was soon converted to the most irresistible com- 
passion. She doubted not but it was the child 
of some unfortunate Hebrew who laboured be- 
neath her father's tyranny ; and her pity told 
her it was an indispensable xluty to save hiui 
from the common ruin. At this moment young 
Miriam approached the princess, and obtained 
permission to fetch a Hebrew nurse to suckle 
the foundling; in consequence of which the 
happy Jocheoed received the deai* infant agaia 
to her arms, with a strict injunction to use htm 
as tenderly as if he were her own As the royal 
deliverer did not know the child's name, she 
called him Moses, to express the circumstance 
of his having been drawn out of the water, and 
dismissed Jochebed, with the promise of an am- 
ple reward, who immediately hastened home to 
impart her rapturous felicity to her beloved hus- 
band. 

In process of time the child was taken to 
Pharaoh's daughter, who adopted him for her 
son, and caused him to be instructed in all fh^ 
learning of the Egyptians* Moses had, however, 
received such excellent advice from his parents, 
concerning the true worship of his Creator, that 
he made no other use of his princely education 
than to confirm himself the more against the 

gros$ 
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gross superstitions and idolatry of the courtiers. 
He accordingly preferred the reproachful name 
nf an Israelite* to all the honours which an im- 
pious sovereign could bestow ; and he embraced 
«¥cry opportunity of visiting the sacred people, 
and relieving their oppressions to the best ot his 
ability. 

Having one day observed an Egyptian exer- 
prising some v^-anton cruelty upon one of the He- 
brews, he was so exasperated at the outrage that 
he instantly slew the oppressor, and buried him 
in the sandf. This agt of revenge was executed 
■o privately that Moses imagined himself secure 
iirom the dread of discovery ; but as he was en* 
deavoaring soon afler to compose a quarrel be-- 
iween two Israehtes, the more guilty of the two 
demanded whether he designed to murder hin% . 
as he had killed the Egyptian. Finding, by 
this question, that the ract was known, an(i 
dreading the king's resentment, ft® -d r» 
deemed it imprudent to rely too much , t«, * 
vpon the protection of his adoptive mo- 
ther, and accordingly fled with precipitation toi 
the land of Midian. While he was taking some 
r^st, after his journey, by the side of a well, the 
$even daughters of Jethro (priest of Midian) 
nme to draw water for their flocks, but were 
Oxsnlted by the shepherds. Moses immediately 
espoused the cause of injured innocence, com- 
pelled the unmannerly shepherds to retire, and 
assisted the virgins in watering the flocks. On 
the report of this generous behaviour, Jethro 
iavited fhe supposed Egyptian to his house, en* 
trusted him with the care of his cattle, and after 
•onie time gave him his daughter Zipporah in 
B^urriage. ' , 

I? iTV 
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In this situation Moses continued forty years, 
T^'ithoat ever supposing Providence had ae«igned 
hinj for the deliverer of his nation. At length, 
however, he was made acquainted with this im- 
portant secret by the voice of the Almighty 
God, Avho vouchsafed to appear to him in a bunw 
ing bush upon \jount Horeb. The divine visioa 
Called him by name, informed him that the ap- 
pointed time was come for the deliverance of 
the Israelites, and charged him immediately to 
return to Egypt, and demand their dismission. 

Moses titurted several objections, which, the 
Deity condescended to obviate, and persisted 
so long in his ill-grounded excuses that the 
forbearance of his Creator has been justly con- 
sidered as a subject of equal wonder and admi- 
ration. Finding, however, at length, that his 
service could not be dispensed with, and having 
received the most ample assurances of protection, 
together with the power of working miracles, 
as a sanction to his great mission, he departed 
toward Midian to make suitable preparation* 
for his journey, and to meethis brother Aaron, 
whom the divine Being was pleased to nomiuattt 
for his interpreter, both to Pharaoh and the He- 
brews. 

Having obtained a friendly dismi«siou from 
Jcthro, he set out for Egyj)t with Zipporahand 
histwo children ; but, a disj)ute arising respecting 
the circumcising of his youngest son upon the 
road, he sent his companions back, and pursued 
his journey with Aaron, who now met him, by 
tiiQ divine appointment. 

,^ ,T On (heir arrival in the land of Goshen, 

7 ljT ^^^-y iniparttjd their errand to theclders of 

'" ' Israel, and immediately proceedtSd to open 

their 
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thwr commission before the king ; but tbe pre- 
amble, " Thus saith the Lord God of Israel/* 
•ounded so strangely in his ears that he was much 
iurprised at their presumption, and peremptorily 
answered he knew not the Lord, neither would 
Jie accede to their request. He then dismissed 
&em with a severe reprimand, and immediately 
commissioned his tiisk-m alters to double the 
labour of the Hebrews; and instead of giving, 
them straw to dry their bricks as usual, he caused 
them to be dispersed over the land in search of 
stubbie ; though they were strictly enjoined to 
fulfil their accustomed tasks without the most 
trifling abatement. This order being rigidly 
executed, induced the overseers of the Israelites 
to go in a body to the palace, in order that the 
king might redress their intolerable grievance; 
but he only accused them of being idle, and 
drove them from his presence with the most cruel 
indifl^evence. In their return they were met by 
Moses and Aaron, whom they accused in the 
bitterest terms, as the authors of these new cala- 
mities, which could terminate in nothing but 
despair and death. 

Moses, knowing it would be in vain to at- 
tempt his own justification; or to ofl'er conso- 
lation to the sufferers, in the present posture of 
aiFairs, applied to the Almighty, and expostulated 
with him, in the most humble terms, upon the 
ill success of his first message. The divine 
Being vouchsafed to repeat his former assurances- 
of love and compassion toward the descendants 
of Jacob; affirming that he would soon cause the 
Egyptians to acknowledge his incomparable 
power; and promising to deliver the groaning 
Hebrews with a high hand and an outstretched 

arm. 
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arm. Moses was, however, so disheartened at 
his ill success that he expressed a strohg re-' 
Jiictancy to return to court to renew his fh"iiiaiiJ' 
in the name of the Most High ; till he found 
himself compelled to obey the heavenly command 
by much miraculous gifts, reiterated assurance.^ 
and unequivocal declarations, as might jnstiy' 
.have tinged his cheek with the deepest shame 
for his ill-timed doubt and timidity. 

He now ventured, the second time, into the 
royal presence, accompanied by Aaron, and coii- 
iirmed the truth of his assertions respecting his 
mission, by throv.ing down his rod, which was 
instantaneously^hangcd into a serpent. Pharaoli' 
regarded this miracle as the clFect of magic, and 
Accordingly sent for his most learned magicians, 
who likewise turned their rods into serpents, so 
that all the superiority Moses exhibited at this 
time was that his rod swallowed up those of the 
Egyptians, a circumstance which Pharoah might, 
probably, attribute to theskillor learning of their 
antagonist. 

This miracle having made no impression on 
the Egyptian monarch, Moses stretched out his 
rod over the running and standing waters, which 
were immediately converted into blood. This 
metamorphosis was also imitated by the magi- 
cians, and Pharoah*s heart continued hard, ajrd 
insensible to the divine reproof. 

In consequence of the king's obstinacy, a third 
miracle was wrought, that of bringing upon 
th^ land such a vast multitude of frogs that 
even the ovens, beds, and tables, of the F^yp- 
tiana swarmed with these animals. The magi- 
cians found means to bring a fresh multitude 
of frogs into the country ; but Pharaoli was suf- 

ficicMfly 
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ficiently incommoded to induce him to promise 
Moses that the Israelites should receive their 
liberty when this annoyance was removed. Ac- 
cordingly the frogs were all destroyed by the next 
morning ; but whilst the people were employed 
in gathering them up in heaps for removal, lest 
they should breed an infection, the dishonourable 
prince was contriving how to elude the fulfil- 
ment of hks solemn promise. 

Moses, on discovering Pharaoh's duplicity, 
touched the ground with his miraculous rod, upon 
which the dust was transformed into innumerable 
swarms of lice. These odious vermin infested 
man and bea^t so severely that the king sent 
once more for his magicians, that the exertion of 
their skill might remove his apprehensions. 3But 
their art was now exercised iu vain, and they 
were compelled to acknowledge this miracle 
was wrought by the finger of God. 

This calamity proving inefJcctual, the air was 
on iho next day literally filled with swarms of 
flies, whose bite was so venomous and painful 
that the mischief they did to Egypt became in- 
tolerable, though none wci^ found in the habi- 
tations of the Hebrews. Pharaoh was now 
alarmed for his personal safety, and sent for the 
Uso Hebrew chiefs, whom he first desired to 
sacrifice in the land ; and then assured that Israel 
should depart, on certain conditions, to obey the 
command of their God. Moses immediately 
obtained a reprieve ibr the kingdom, but the 
incorrigible monarch still retained his obstinacy, 
and again refused to accede to the promised 
liberation. 

The sixth judgment was a grievous murrain, 
by wliich the greater i»art of ^ the cattle be- 
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longing to the Egyptians died; whilst those of 
the Hebrews remained unhurt. But this not 
touching the king's person, another followed, 
which was more affecting, viz. a violent and . 
painful boil, breaking out upon man and beast. 
The magicians were, according to custom, com-, 
manded to display the power of their enchant- 
ments; but they were themselves involved in 
the general calamity, and, therefore, durst not 
appear in the presence of Moses. 

The king remaining inflexible was now told 
that the voice of Israel's God should be heard in 
thunder, and his anger felt in such tremendous 
storms, as had not been known since the founda* 
tion of Egypt, unless he consented, before the 
next morning, to the dcjiarture of the chosen 
people. Moses accordingly^ lifted up his rod to^ 
wards Heaven at the appointed time, and the 
awful prediction was immediately accompJifihed^ 
The most terrific peals of thunder began to roil 
along the sky ; the vivid lightning flashed in-^ 
cessantly from the clouds; and a miraculous 
shower of (lail, mingled with fire, descended with 
such amazing force that men and beasts were 
struck lifeless to the ground, shrubs and trees 
were torn from the roots, the flax and barley 
xvere utterly destroyed, and nothing escaped the 
common ruin but the wheat and rye, whicl| 
were not sufficiently grown. 

This extraordinary visitation alarmed the proud 
monarch, who sent hastily for Moses and Aaron, 
and addressed them in such language as seemed 
to flow from a truly penitent heart : he earnestly 
iutreated that those dreadful thunders might 
cease, and the destroying shower be restrained ; 
and solemnly promised that Israel should in- 
stant! v 
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stantly depart in return for so great a favour. — • 
Moses soon obtained a cessation of the plague, and 
many of the Egyptians, on examining the mischief 
occasioned by the hail, were inspired with sen- 
timents of awe and veneration towards the God 
of the Hebrews. But Pharaoh persisted in hi» 
obstinacy and deceit, and cousequently incurred 
other calamities. 

A ninth curse was now predicted against the 
Egyptians, which should prove more fatal than 
the former; namely, such an infinite number of 
locusts as should literally cover the face of th« 
countrj^, and devour every vegetable substance 
which had escaped from the hail. Upon this 
ileclaration, some of the courtiers took the liberty 
to represent to their sovereign the inconceivabfc 
damage his kingdom had already received ; and 
observed, it was indispensably necessary that the 
Israelites should be sent away in obedience to the 
command of their God. Pharaoh sefemed to ac- 
knowledge the justice of their remarks, apd sent 
for the Hebrew chiefs, to inquire who were to 
go, and who to stiiy ; but when he found that 
the whole body of Israel was demanded, he up- 
braided them with their evil intentions, threaten- 
ed with the eftccts of his resentment, and caused 
t^iem to be driven from his presence. 

Moses had no s4ouer quitted the palace, than 
be waved his rod over the land ; a motion m hirh 
was immediately followed by a strong east wind 
that continued all the night, and brought suth 
multitudes of locusts by the next morning as arc 
said to have darkened the whole face of the 
earth. Th® king was soon acquainted with the 
extent of this niisfoTtuiie, as every blade of gra^s, 
and every herb that had ChC^pcd the storm, was 



94 3i^ws, . 

now -destroyed. He therefore confessed luft. 
fault, and solicited a reprieve ; but his prayer 
was no sooner granted, by the locusts being 
blown into the sea, than he returned to his for* 
^le^ pride and impenitence. 

Shortly afler the cessation of this plague, 
Egypt was smitten with such horrid darkness, 
that Moses has forcibly expressed it by " a dark- 
ness that mi^ht be felt.'' This affliction conti- 
nued three days, during which the Egyptians 
were unable to discern each other, or to stir out 
of their houses, whilst that division of the land 
which was occupied by the Hebrews, enjoyed 
the usual infl\iences of the sun. The obscurity, 
which could not be removed by artificial lights^, 
C;aased the most ^dreadful, apprehensions in Ph^^ 
raohand his idolatrous subjects; and these being, 
augmented by the piercing shri^s of the wo^. 
men and children, the const^rnatioa b^pame g&v 
neral and insupportable. 

At the first return of light Moses aqd Aaron; 
were summoned to the palace ; when the king 
told them he would grant their petition wita 
respect to the Hebrews, and their respecUve fa- 
milies, but insisted that their flocks should ba 
kft behind. Moses expostulated upon the im- 
propriety of this reservation for some time ; and,, 
at length, declared in expressed terms that the 
isrealites should take the whole of their cattlei 
with them, and that not ^ single hoof should re- 
main in Egypt. This bold assertion roused thei 
indignation of the prince, who instantly caused 
them both to be thrust out of the royal apart- 
ments ; and vowed to revenge his next affront 
by putting them to death. Moses, nothing in- 
timidated by his impotent menaces, signified ta 

the 
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the king that God would soon cause such aiHiC'» 
tion among the Egyptians, by destroying the 
first bom of man and beast, that thc}'' should 
come with bended knees to the Isrealites, and 
earnestly conjure them to depart out of the 
land. Having uttered this prediction, he retired 
to the land of Goshen, where he directed the He- 
brews to celebrate thepassover, an^ advised them 
to borrow jewels, j-ain>enft, and other valuables^ 
from their Egyptian neigh hours. 

The destined hour of vengeance being come, 
^nd the houses of the Isrealites properly marked* 
with the blood of the paschal lamb, God ^ent his 
destroying ministers through the kingdom to 
smite all the first-born, from the eldest son of 
the king, to the first-born of the imprisoned 
captive, and even to that of the meanest animal 
in the land. This commission wa^ executed with 
such rapidity and exactness that Egypt was, at 
once, filled with the groans of the dying and the 
agonizing lamentations of the survivors. Pha* 
raoh, the guilty cause of all this misery, sent im* 
mediately for Moses and Aaron, and uri^ed them 
to depart from his dominions, together with 
their people of every description. The Egyp- 
tians were equally impatient for their removal, 
iest their longer delay should prove fatal to the 
kingdom ; and the Israelites found it no dilSicult 
tSLuk to borrow a profusion of ornaments in the 
general consternation. 

Moses, being thoroughly acquainted j^ p 
with the king's dlspositipn, embraced the ,/q, 
present opportunity with all possible 

, * Ihc Israelites were, on this night, to sprinkle the door- 
posts of their houses with the blood of the paschal lambw 
that the destroying angel might recognise their dwellings, and 
pass them by witnout molestation, 

1 V^V-ei 



96 JEWS. 

haste, and gave the signal for ckparture long be- 
fore break of clay. He accordingly began. hi« 
inarch at the head of six hundred thousand men 
able to bear arms, beside aged men, women, 
children, servants, and a great multitude of 
Strangers, who accompanied the objects of God's 
peculiar favour. • 

On their arrival at Succoth, they were directed 
to encamp according to their tribes and families; 
and Moses was commanded to consecrate .th« 
tirst-born of man and beast to God, in com- 
memoration of their exemption from the dir« 
calamity of the Egyptians. 

From Succoth tiicy proceeded to Etham, near 
the borders of Arabia Deserta, which the Scrip- 
ture distinguisl es by thenameof theWilderness. 
liiii, oh the next day, they were ordered towards 
Pihahiroth, which is situated between the Red 
Sea, Migdol, and Baal Zc[>hon. The supreme 
Being now vouchsafed to guide their progress by 
a phenomenon, which in the. night exhibited the 
radiance of a pillar of fire, and by day resembled 
a column of smoke ; and this miraculous appear- 
ance never forsook them till they had passed over 
into the Promised Land. 

Pharaoh, who now began to repent his part- 
ing with the Hebrews, prepared a considerable 
army, with all the* chariots of war that could be 
found in the kingdom, and marched with great 
rapidity toPihahiroth, where he encamped in full 
view of the fugitives. This approach of so 
formidable an enemy struck a 4jeadly terror into 
the hearts of the Israelites, who, instead of re- 
flecting on that oflorious manifestation of divinp 
Power they had so recently bch«:ld, or preparing 
to defertd that liberty for whi^'h tht'v huH lon^ 
groaned in rain, ran in a tumultuous urjnncr r» 
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tlio fent of their conductor, and accused him of 
having brought thcni out to beslaught(,Med in th« 
wilderness. Mose« immediately applied for aid 
and direction to the Author of his existence; and 
obtained so c<msolalory an answer that he boldly, 
assured his followers this would be the last tim« 
of the*ir seeiivg the. Egyptians. •* The Lord/' 
said he, '* shall fight for you, and you shall hold 
your peace." 

Having stretched out his rod over the sea, ia 
pursuance of the divhie injunction, ^Joses had 
tiie satisfaction to behold the waters divide and 
stand up on a heap on either side, while the pusil- 
lanimous tribes passed safely. through to the op- 
posite shore. The angel of God; who guided 
tbeni by means of the fiery pillar, now removed 
it from the front to the rear of the army, iii 
which position it produced a double efiect, giv- 
ing light to the chosen people in their march, 
and spreading a deep gloom over their eacmies, 
^^ho resolved upon a close pursuit, though pro- 
bably without theideaof launching into another 
element. By break of day, the Egyptians had 
^nch convincing proofs of God's resentment; 
that they turned suddenly about, and endeavour- 
ed to flee from the objects of their pursuit. This 
retreat was, hotvever, rendered abortive; as 
Moses was commanded to stretch out his rod 
again over the sea, upon which the waves, 
hitherto miraculously suspended, rushed sudden- 
ly into their bed, and overwhelmed the impioug 
king witii ail his forces. 

M'hilst the Hebrews contciuplatcd tliis inte- 
resting scene with the mingled emotions of grati- 
tude, nwe, and astonishment, Moses conij#osed 
an appropriate hymn of thanksgiving, and, liar- 
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ing divided his people into two great choirs, 
Caused it to be imnieaiately performed with the 
accompaniment of musical instruments. 

The people had, however, scarcely travelled 
three days into the wilderness of Shur, before 
their excessive thirst, and the bitterness of the 
waters of Marah, occasioned them to renew their 
complaints against Moses. The Almighty vouch- 
safed to obviate their distress^ by a miraculous 
operation on the source of the waters ; and, after 
giving .them some new statutes, conducted them 
toElim, where their encampmeiit was rendered 
extremely pleasant, by the immediate vicinage 
of seventy palm trees, and twelve salubrious 
fountains. 

At the end of three weeks they quitted this 
agreeable spot, and marched towards the wilder- 
ness of Zin ; whc^re a scarcity of provision gave 
rise to the most ungrateful and impious murmur-, 
ings. They had the audacity to insult their di- 
vine patron, by adverting to the flesh-pots of 
their late oppressors ; and unanimously express- 
ed their sorrow for having suffered Moses to de- 
coy them, from the fertile land of Egypt, into a 
barren desert, where they expected to perish 
with hunger. Yet such were the love, the mercy i 
and incomprehensible goodness of their Creator 
thatj instead of expressing his holy resentment, 
as might reasonably have been expected, in 
some awftil judgment, he vouchsafed to mani- 
fest his glory in the cloud, promising to rain 
down bread from Heaven, and assuring them 
that they should soon be supplied with au 
abundance of meat. This beneficent promise 
was in part fulfilled on the same evening, as a 
prodigious flight of quails came pouring down 

upon 
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upon them from Egypt, s^nd alighted in such 
numbers that they covered the camp ; and ou . 
the ensuing morning Moses conducted the peo-' 
pie to the place where a kind of white dew, re* 
sembling a small hoar frost, covered the face 
of the ground. He informed them this was 
the bread with which God had promised to 
feed them during their continuance in the wii<. 
derness, and commanded them to gather a cer- , 
tain quantity, for each person, every morn- 
ing, except the sabbath, which was to be kept 
holy. 

A homer full' of this miraculous bread, called 
manna, being preserved in a vessel as a memo- 
rial to future ages, the Hebrews proceeded, ^ 
few days, towards Mount Horeb, but repeated 
their former reprehensible behaviour, at Ke- 
)hidim, for want of water. Moses endeavoured, 
br some time, to inspire them with sentiments 
of humble faith and resignation, but their fuiy 
rose to sucfa^ an ungoyernabie height that he wa« 
compelled to apply to God for assistance an^ 
protection. He was accordingly commanded 
to conduct the rebels to Mount Horeb, which 
$e immediately did; and, by smiting the rock» 
procured an abundant supply of excellent 
water. 

About this time Israel was attacked by the 
Amalekites. But a detachment under the con* 
duct of Joshua obtained a signal victory over 
the agg^ressors; and Moses erected an altar, 
which he called Jehovah-nisi, the Lord is my 
banner, to intimate that God Would crown the 
arms of his people with conquest. 

The defeat of Amalek opened a passage to 
Mount $\\k^\f where the abode of the Hebrews 
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yvas signalized by the promulgation of the de- 
calogue,' and the appoiutinent of the principal 
ccrtnnoiiies that were afterward observed by 
the Jewish nation. Meanwhile Jethro, with 
Zippovah and her two sons, was conducted by 
Providence to the tsraelitish camp* The priest 
of Midian observing with what patience his 
son-in-law^ attended from morning till evening 
to the recital of tlie people's complaints ; and 
fearing least hts strength should prove inade* 
quate to the task, persuaded him to select a 
competent number of elders as inferior judges, 
whom he accordingly set over thousands^ hun- 
dreds, or tens, and reserved none bat the most 
important cansea for his own cognizance, 
•g p Moses, having received some impor- 
j * ' tant revelations frpm the great object of 
* his worship, and ordered the encamp* . 
Jnent in such a manner tliat a considerable sj^ace 
was left between it and Mount' Sinai, directed 
the Israelites to sanctify theinselves against the 
third day, for the glorious scene that was then to 
be exhibited. 

At the appointed time" they beheTd the moun- 
tain enveloped with a dark cloud, whence issued 
forth such ' flashes of lightning arid peals of 
thunder as filled them with dread and astonish- 
ment. At the sound of the miraculous trumpet 
Moses conducted them to the limits of their 
camp, and, in obedience to the divine con:mand* 
w<M)t up with his brother Aaron into the midst 
of the cloud, while thu congregated tribes ob* 
served iho top i)i' Sinai covered wjfh nre and 
5moke, and folt its foundation sliake beneath 
their feet. Soon at'ter the disappearance of tho 
Hebrew chiefs, the souad of the trumpet renxd, 

ihe 
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the thunder died away> and the voice of the 
Biety was distinctly heard^ from the midst of 
tiie fire and smoke^ to pronounce the ten princi* 
pal commandments, which were to be the foun- 
dation of all the rest ; while the people^ asto- 
pished at what they saw and heard, retired to 4 
greater distance. Moses now returned to the 
camp, and was received with every token of 
veneration by the Israelites, who unanimously 
promised to obey the divine laws; but earnestly 
entreated that he would for the future speak to 
them instead of the Almighty, lest they should 
die, with horror and amazepient, at the repe* 
tition of those awful sounds, which had issued 
from the cloud. Moses commended their hu- 
mility, and, having pacified their fears by some 
consolatory assurances, w^nt up again to the 
mountain, where God was pleased to add a few 
ceremonial laws to the moral precepts of the de- 
calogue, all of which were afterward given to 
the Hebrews in one body. 

After this communication Moses built an al- 
tar, and efTered burnt sacrifices and peace of* 
ferings to his Creator ; and, having caused the 
contents of the holy covenant to be read to all 
the people, he ratified it by sprinkling the altar, 
the book, and the congregation, with the blood 
of the victims. He then ordered twelve pillars 
to be erected in remembrance of this sacred 
alliance between God and his chosen tribes : 
and conducted seventy of the elders of Israel, 
together with Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, to 
the foot of the mountain, where they were in- 
dulged with a glorious vision of their divine So- 
vereign. 

Moses now committed the care of the people 
K 3 t« 
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to Aaron and Hur, and went up again into fho* 
mountain, to receive the decalogue, written on 
tables of stone by the finger of God : toge- 
ther with the plan of the Jewish tabernacle, sa- 
cred utensils, pontifical robes, &c. But the in- 
terval of his absence appeared so unaccountable 
to the short-sighted Hebrews that they unani- 
mously threw off their allegiance to the true 
Deity, and assembled in a tumultuous manner 
about Aaron's tent, telling him they Tvere fully 
convinced that Moses was lost, and urging -hirn 
to make them some gods, who might guide and 
assist them in their future progress, Aaron 
readily consented; and, having collected all their 
golden ornaments, formed a molteu calf, and 
fixed it on a pedestal, exclaiming, *' These are 
" thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee out of 
" the land of Egypt/* An altar was likewise 
erected to the idol, and the next day appointed 
for a solemn festival. 

At the expiration of forty days Moses de- 
scended from the hill of Sinai, bearing the two 
tables of stone in his hand; but when he came 
within sight of the ca-uip; and perceived the 
apostate tribes dancing round the object of their 
gross idolatry, he was overwhelmed with coti- 
fnsion, and in. the first transports of anger broke 
the tables which contained tlye holy <<Mumand- 
mcnts. lie then advanced towards his brother, 
whom he rebuked in the severest tt-rrns for ar- 
ceding to the impio.ns request of the multitude, 
and immediateiy caused the golden calf to be 
broken down, ground- into powder, and thrown 
inro the water; lie also commanded the sons 
of Levi to slay all persons without distinction 
Svhom they found still at the fea»st, and spread 

so 



so great n consterimllon throi>gh the tribes, by 
his ^veH-timed severity, that they were all con- 
vinced wf their error, ar>d began to dread the 
effect* of Cud's heavy hidigiiation : Moses, how- 
ever, interceded on their behalf, and the Al- 
mighty vouchsafed to indulge them with a fi*ee * 
pardon ; ainl promised, ou condition of their 
repentance and future obedience, that he woald 
st*nd hrs angel to facilitate their conqncst of the 
promised land, whence their enemies should be 
gradually driven out, till their possessions ex- ' 
tended from the Red Sea to the sea of the' 
Philistines, and from the desert unto the- 
river. 

'To alone, in some degree, fT)r their rebellion, 
and to express their gratitude for the mercifuF 
declarati(Mis of their God, the Israelites divested 
themselves of all their ornaments and gaudy' 
apparel; and proclaimed a fast which was kept 
with the utmost- strictness and solemnity 
throtighout the camp, while their zealous con- 
ductor obtained a sight of the divine glory, 
or of the angel under whose protection the 
])eople were to march towards the land of Ca-- 
naan. 

jMosls, having remained on the Mount other 
forty days, and n>ade two now tables to supply 
tlie place of those he had rocently broken, pre- 
sented himself again belbre the congregation, 
who were much surprized to observe such a 
radiant glory upon his face that they were un- 
able to look upon him till he had covered it 
with a veil. Jle now demanded a free-will otier- 
ing of all sorts of materials for the tabci'iYacle, 
sacerdotal vestments, utensils, &c. and wap 
cheerfully supplied by the people with the ricn- 
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est jewels^ metals, 2nd other Valuable tilings, 
including oils, oinimcnts, and exquisite per- 
fumes, which' he distributed to proper workmen 
and artificers under the direction of Bezaleel 
and Aholiab, whom God had endowed with ex- 
traordinary skill and wisdom to execute all the 
different designs according to his express di- 
rection. ^ 

x> p This work was performed with such 
l4.on dil^g^"^^ ^^^ alacrity that, in less than 
'six months, the tabernacle, will all its 
splendid furniture and costly apparatus, was 
iUompleted, and set up at the foot of mount Sinai, 
where Aaron and his sons, after a solemn con-, 
secration, began to offer sacrifices upon the new 
fdtar according to the ceremonial law. 

Aaron had not long enjoyed the pontifical 
dignity before his two sons, Nadab and Abihu, 
were struck dead by fire from Heaven ; in con- 
sequence of their presuming to burn incense in 
the tabernacle with strange fire, in opposition to 
the command of Moses. 

That rebellious disposition, which had been 
manifested on several occasions since the de- 
parture of Israel from the land of their cruel ser- 
vitude, soon broke out afresh under temporary 
inconveniences, notwithstanding the frequent 
manifestation of God's incomparable love, and 
the recent calamities which were with diflicuUy 
obviated by the mediation of Moses. Thus a 
violent murmuring at Taberah, on account of a 
long march, occasioned the destruction of the 
extremities of the camp by a miraculous fire: 
an audacious complaint against the manna, with 
a tumultuous demand for flesh, was followed by 
a dreadful distemper^ which swept vast numbtis 
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»o an untimely grave, while they were feastiag 
oii aa abundant supply of quails : an insurrec- 
ti(t>n, resuhing from mere cowardice and distrust, 
at die report of the spies* whom Moses had sent 
to examine tlie promised land, caused their hea- 
venly patron to aflirm that none of them who 
were above twenty years of age> except Joshua 
and Caleb, should enter into that rich inherit- 
ances Tlvey were doomed to wander about 
from, place to place^ till all their bodies should 
retura to their native dust in the wilderness^ 
The rebellion of Korah called down exemplary 
vengeance from the Most High, and the rfng- 
leader>wlth two hundred and tifty of his associ- 
ates, who stood with their censors before the ta- 
bernacle, were destroyed by a supernatural fire; 
while the families of Dathan and Abiram (other 
conspirators} were swallowed up by a partial 
earthquake, and fourteen thousand seven hun- 
dred other delinquents fell beneath the hand of 
the destfoying angel, before Aaron could make 
preparations for a public ato^iement. 

The Israelites, having wandered near T» ^ , 
thirty years in the desert of Arabia Pe- ^Ito 
trsea, removed from Ezion-Gaber to Ka- 
desh, in the wilderness of Zin, where a fresh 
murmuring arose for want of water, and Mose« 
was again commanded to bring them, a fresh 
supply out of the rock, but he performed, 

• These persoos ex tolled the richness of the pramised 
)and iixhc highest terms, and produced' some specimeiM of > 
its femlUyif>» large clustcf of gra-pes^ spme fine pomegra- 
•ates, figs, »nd mhor fruitt; but at ihe same time, repre- 
sented I be designed conquest as impracticable, on account 
of the strength of the cnics, and the exlraordiaary &latur< 
and biavcxy of the ifthahltantft* 
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the operation in such a manner as was displeas- 
irtg- to God, who therefore excluded him and his 
brother Aaron from entering into the promisee! 
land. Here the Hebrews defeated Arad, one of 
the Canaanitjsh monarchs, and destroyed some 
t)f histowns ; calling the field of victory Xor?Ma^j, 
or utter destruction, though the total ruin of 
that country did not happen till the time of 
J'oshua. 

Their next encampment was at the foot of 
Mount Hor, on the borders of the land of Edom. 
Here Moses conducted Aaron aad his son £lea- 
zar to the summit of the mountain, and, having 
stripped the former of his sacerdotal robes, in 
sight of all the people, transfei-red the office of 
high priest toEleazar. At the conclusion of this 
ceremony Aaron died, and was buried on the 
spot: but the place was kept so private that 
none of the inhabitants of those countries could 
ever, discover it. Miriam, the sister of Moses, 
expired soon after, in the hundred and thirtieth 
year of her age. 

The fatigue of their next march, and a scarcity 
of provision, caused the people once more tQ 
murmuragainst their divine conductor, who im- 
mediately sent such large flights of fiery ser- 
pents into the camp that multitudes of them 
died for their transgression, and the survivors 
"Were compelled with deep humility to inter- 
cede for deliverance. Moses was then com- 
manded to cast a brazen serpent, of the same 
figure with those that infested them, and to set 
it on u pole on some rising ground, that the suf* 
fcrers might look upon it and he healed. 

After several marches between the countrrcii 
of Moab and Ammon, they came to the land of 

the 
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the Amorites, where Sihon, kinp; of Heshbon, 
(having refused theni a passage through his ter- 
ritories) was overthrown in a pitched battle, and 
utterly despoiled of his kingdom. Og, the king 
of'Bashan, underwent the same fate upon a si- 
milar occasion. 

About this time Balak, king of Moab, t> p 
in compliance with Balaam's advice, or- . J.,^' 
dered his subjects to invite the Hebrews ^ ' 
to a grand festival, where they were enticed from 
one crime to another by the most beautiYul of the 
Moabitish and Midianitish women, till at length 
they did not scruple to bring a great number of 
theiSe fair deluders to the camp . This trarisaclipa 
occasioned a plague, which carried off twenty;- 
four thousand offenders. But the authors of the 
misfortune had no cause of triumph ; as five of 
the idolatrous kings, who were in alliance with 
Balak, were put to the sword, and the Lraelitish 
army took an ample revenge in burning the 
cities, massacreing the male inhabitants, among 
whom was Balaam, and carrying off a consiclt;r- 
able booty, one fiftieth part of which was given 
to the priests, and a similar share to the Le- 
vites. 

Moses was now commanded to take an ac- 
count of all the children of Israel that were able 
to bear arms, whom he accordingly found to 
amount to six hundred, and one thousand seven 
hundred and thirty, beside twenty-three thou- 
sand Levites. He also received orders to direct 
the distribution of the promised land among the 
tribes by lot, not into equal parts, but in pro- 
portion to the number of families in each tribe. 

The numbering of the people being finished, 
God commanded Moses to ascend Mount Nebo, 

and 
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«nd tak-e a Tiew of that flclii];htful land, from 
which he t\^s excluded on account of his inde- 
cent deportment \\\ the desert of Zin. The Jew- 
ish legislator obeyed, and, having received an 
intimation of his approachiaig death, endeavour- 
ed to «ettJe tho public atfairsin the best order he 
could establish. He accordingly caused Josliua 
to be soiemnly nominated for his successor; and 
directed the elders to build a capacious aJtar upon 
Mount Ebal, to setAjp the blessings and the 
curses of the deity in the sight of all the people, 
and to appoint certain cities for the refuge of the 
man-^slayers. 

He then assembled the people, and recapitn- 
latcd to them all that had happened since their 
departure from Egypt: cii forcing the observ- 
ance of the divine preceptK by the most enga- 
ging motives, and endeavduring to deter them 
trom disobedience b}^ such menaces as proved 
no less than |jr()phetical of those miseries which 
they, in the sequel, d,rew upon themselves. 

mving thus fulfilled his late public duties, 
and delivered a duplicate of the law to be pre- 
served in the ark, Jllcjses went up to ]Mount Ne- 
bo and there died, in the hundred and twen- 
tieth year of his age. The inspired historian 
likewise observes that his body was convey- 
ed by the almighty to a valley in the land of 
Moaby and there interred in so private a place 
that no mortal was able to discover it. 
P p The Israelites continued in their en- 

• , • campment, near the Jordan, during the 
days of mourning for their legislator, and 
Were only waiting for the signal to cre>s ov< r 
into the prbmised land, >>hen their new lendjT 
was honoured with some strong assurances of 
tb^ divine protection and a!»si<»tance. 
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He immediately employed two prudent persons 
to go, in character of spies, to the land of Jeri- 
cho, that they might inform him accurately of 
the condition of the towns and inhabitants. These 
having crossed the river, went to lodge at the 
house of a woman called Rahab, who kindly un- 
dertook to conceal them from the king's ofliicers, 
and, after confessing that all the Canaanitish 
nations were much alarmed at the approach of 
a people for whom God had done such great 
things, let them down by a rope from one of 
her back windows, which was contiguous to the 
city wall. 

On the third day they returned to the camp 
with an account of their expedition, and inform- 
ed Joshua that they had given a solemn promise 
of protection to the family of Rahab, who had 
agreed to suspend a scarlet line from her window 
as a signal at the reduction of the city. Joshua 
instantly improved the report, by assuring the 
Hebrews that it was the (ieity himself who had 
caused so universal a consternation among their 
enemies, and observing that they had now only 
to fight under his protection. He then remind- 
ed the two tribes and a half that it was their 
duty to assist their brethren in the new conquests, 
but at the same time proposed that half their 
men should be left to defend their families and 
recently acquired teritories. 

Thesearrangements being settled, and a pro- 
clamation issued for making due preparatioa ' 
for a removal, the priests began a solemn march 
towards the river, bearing the ark of the cove- 
nant, and followed by each tribe at a suitable dis« 
tance. As soon as the feet of the consecrated 
conductors touched the briuk of the slreani|» 
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God caused the waters to divide for the passage 
of his people, agreeable to his promise of signa- 
lizing Joshua here, in as miraculous a manner 
as Moses was distinguished at the Red Sea. 

During the time of their passing, the priests 
remained with the ark in the midst of the river, 
and waited the orders of their general vvhen to 
join the rest of the camp. But Joshua, design- 
ing to perpetuate the memory of this superna- 
tural occurrence, caused them to remain in their 
position till twelve large stones should be laid 
in a heap in the place where the ark rested, so 
that they might be afterward seen from either 
shore, when the river was at its usual height. 
He also commanded that twelve stones should 
be taken from the bottom of the river, to erect 
a monument on the bank. These orders being 
duly executed, the Israelitish army left the wa- 
ters to resume their usual course, and marched 
toward the plains of Jericho. 

The rite of circumcision, which had been 
omitted during the forty years wandering in the 
wilderness, was now renewed 5 and Joshua, hav- 
ing qualified his followers to keep the feast of the 
passover, was indulged with a heavenly vision, 
which, under the form of a warrior, gave direc- 
tions for the siege of Jericho. 

The Israelites, having obtained an entrance 
into Jericho by the singular method alluded to 
in the history of Canaan, conveyed Hahab and 
her family into a place of safety, and then mas- 
sacred the inhabitants without distinction; at 
the same time setting the buildings on fire, and 
levelling the city with the ground. 

Joshua, foreseeing that a considerable time 
must elapse preyiously to the cfxaptetion of 

the 
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the destined conquests, deemed it adviseable to 
fix his head quarters in that fruitful plain, 
whence he might occasionally send detachments 
to invade other territories, till those of the He- 
brews were sufficiently enlarged to admit of a 
distribution by lot, according to the will of Mo- 
ses. He began by sending a party of three thou- 
sand men against the king of Ai, whose capital 
was about ten miles distant from Jericho: but 
they received so unexpected a repulse that the 
congregation was much inclined to doubt their 
future success. Joshua, however, soon discover^ 
ed, by the urim, that a sacrilege had been com- 
mitted ; and caused Achan, the guilty person, 
who had concealed some of the accursed spoils 
of Jericho, to be put to death in the adjacent 
valley, where a heap of stones was i*aised as a 
monument of bis crime. 

After this period, Joshua became so formi- 
dable to the Canaanites, on account of the mi- 
raculous events which happened in his time, viz, 
the passage of the Jordan, the stopping of the 
sun in its course, and the remarkable shower of 
hail-stones, which has been already mentioned 
as tending to overthrow the confederate army of 
his enemies, that great numbers of them aban- 
doned their native possessions, and emigrated 
into other countries, to elude the effects of his 
vengeance. These circumstances consequently 
facilitated the conquest of the country, which 
was, in some measure, completed in less than 
seven years, and divided among the tribes, by 
lot, in the manner shewn in the geography of 
Palestine. 
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SECTION V. 

The Jewish History ^ from the Conquest of Canawi, 
to the Foundation of the Monarchical Government, 

JOSHUA, having fulfilled his predecessor's 
request, in appointing the cities of refuge, 
and setting forth the blessings and curses, toge- 
ther with an epitome of the Mosaic Jaw, caused 
the two tribes and a half to be honourably dis- 
missed, that they might return to their families. 
. These auxiliaries, previously to their landing 
on the other side the Jordan, erected an alter of 
a prodigious size, as a monument of their affini- 
ty to the other tribes, and of the miracles which 
the Almighty had wrought in their favour. 
This laudable design was however so far mista- 
ken that Joshua immediately called an assem- 
bly, and resolved to punish the supposed apos- 
tacy with all imaginable rigour: but, on sending 
deputies to investigate the business, they re- 
ceived such an explanation as obviated their hos- 
tile designs, and gave universal satisfaction. 

After this period Joshua governed the Israel- 
ites peaceably for the space of seventeen years, 
at the expiration of wjiich time, he assembled 
5JI the heads of the tribes at Shcchcm, and pre- 
vailed on them to renew their covenant with the 
true God, in the most solemn and public man- 
ner. Having caused their vows of obedience 
to be registered, and a monument erected in 
memory of the transaction, he withdrew from 
the concerns of the world, and expired i^oon af- 
ter, in the hundred and tenth ytarof his a^e. 
His remains were interred in the border of Tiiv 
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inheritance in Timnath-Serah, on the north side 
of the hill Gaash. 

As a great part of Canaan remained ^ p 
still unconquered^ and future acquisitions ^'' 
were indispensably necessary for the pre- 
servation of that part, which had been already 
divided among the Hebrews, it was deemed 
requisite to pray for direction, upon which the 
tribe of Judah was appointed by the Almighty 
to commfence the war. They accordingly 
inarched, under the conduct of Caleb, the son 
of Jephunneh, agafnst the king of Bezek ; routed 
his forces and took him prisoner ; besieged Je- 
rusalem, then inhabited by the Jebusites, with 
such vigour and resolution that the city was 
soon pillaged and burnt, while the garrison fled 
for safety to the fortress of Zion; compelled the 
gigantic sons of Anak to provide for their secu- 
rity in the cities of Hebron, and Kirjath-Se- 
pherj and struck such terror into the inhabits 
ants of Ekron, Gaza, and Askelon, that they 
soon yielded their possessions to an army which 
evidently fought beneath the banner and pro^ 
tection of Omnipotence. 

"While, however, these zealous warriors were 
hibouriiig for the security and aggrandizement 
of Iirael, the other tribes neglected the expresft- 
order of their law-giver, and contented them- 
selves with laying their enemies under tribute, 
instead of extirpating them 5 by which means 
they were gradually induced to contract affini- 
ties, and to imitate their idolatrous practicel^v 
w-hich had been frequently held up to their view 
as the objects of God's wrath and detestation. 
Such a defection consequently plunged them in- 
to many difficulties, and their perfidiouf tribu* 
L3 tariei 
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taries became the instruments of their severe 
chatisemcnt. 
g Q During the anarchy and confusion 
1406 ^'^^^^ succeeded this apostacy, the inha.. 
* bitants of Gibaah, in the tribe of Benja. 
min, were guilty of so horrid a breach of hos- 
pitfility towards an itinerant Levite that the 
rest of the Israelites resolved to punish the de- 
linquents with the most exempiary severity. 
They accordingly sent deputies to the chiefs of 
the tribe, demanding the delivery of the Gibea- 
thites; but finding themselves treated with con- 
tempt, they vowed to take a more ample re- 
venge on Benjamin. Judah advanced to check 
their pride, in obedience to the injunctions of 
the sacred oracle; and, after being twice re- 
pulsed, obtained a complete victbry, twenty-five 
thousand of them bein^ slain, and six hundred 
compelled to fly for safety to the summit of the 
rocks of Rimmon. 

The conquerors, having burnt down all the 
cities and villages, and massacred the inhabi- 
tants without pity or distinction, began to re- 
flect with some remorse upon the supposed de- 
struction of one of their tribes. They accord- 
ingly went up to Shiloh; and, receiving intelli- 
gence of the six hundred fugitives, implored 
the Divine advice respecting their restoration. 
There was indeed one great impediment in 
a rash vow they had made to withhold their 
daughters from marrying into that tribe: they 
however adopted an expedient, which, though 
sanguinary and unjust, answered their purpose. 
Tliey sent twelve thousand armed men to de-» 
stroy the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead, except 
the virgins, four hundred of whom were taken 

captive. 
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captive, and given to as ipany of the surviving 
Benjaniites. But as two bundren men were still 
unprovided, they were advised to lay in ambush 
among the vineyards wiien the damsels of Shi- 
loh parpe out to daucc, and carry off such fe- 
males as excited their admiration. By the adop* 
tion of these contrivances, the last tribe was 
soop restored to its former strength, and ever 
after continued firmly attached to that of Judah«' 

The first punishment which the He- -g p. 
brews received for their deviation from jIqV 
the holy commandments was inflicted 
by the nands of Cushan-Bishathaim, who held 
them in subjection for the term! of eight years, 
when they obtained a happy deliverance by the 
noble exertions of their valiant judge Othniel. 

They were afterward enslaved by the j. q 
Moabites, and remained beneath the ^^nt^' 
yoke of that people eighteen years : at 
the expiration of which Ehud, their second 
judge, assassinated the royal oppressor: and, 
by that exploit, procured a peace of forty years 
continuance. 

Shamgar, their third judge, espoused their 
cause against the Philistines, of whom he is said 
to have slain six hundred, with no other weapon 
than an ox goad. 

After th^ decease of Shamgar they proved 
so ungrateful, for the recent manifestations of 
divine Goodness, that God permitted them to be 
reduced by Jaban, king of Canaan, and retained 
in a cruel servitude, till they were brought to a 
due sense of their transgression. Two females 
were then raised up as the chief instruments of 
their deliven^nce, and Bar^ obtained a victory- 
over 
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over the insulting foe, which was followed by 
another respite of forty years. 

This stubborn and ungrateful race again pro^ 
voked the displeasure of -their God, and were 
justly punished with a fresh bondage, more 
heavy and cmel than any of the former, as they 
were now deprived of the privilege of a judge, 
which was granted them even in the time of Ja- 
bin, were expelled from their habitations, and 
obliged to seek personal safety among the exca« 
vations of the rocks, while their unfeeling op-- 
pressors ravaged the country, and reaped the 
fruit of their labour. They were, however, at 
length delivered by the hand of Gideon, who, 
under the immediate auspices of Heaven, dis- 
persed the Midianitish forces, slew the kings 
Zeba and Zajmunna, and enriched the wonder- 
ing tribes with the oostly spoil of the enemy's 
camp. 

•J p Gideon, at the period of his decease, 
f }i' left the Israelites in a peaceful and flou- 
rishing condition ; bat such was the de- 
pravity of their disposition that they immedi- 
ately abandoned themselves to the most gross 
idolatries, and repaid the services of Gideon 
with the blackest ingratitude. 

Abimelech, a natural son of the leased war- 
rior, aad a mftn of unparallelled ambition and 
cruelty, having bribed some profligate wretches 
to murder his brethren, tktf aeventy sons of Gi- 
deon, waA received by the Shechemites in the 
eapacUy of their ruler; and they accordingly 
proclaimed him king, in a ootisjHcuous part of 
the plain of ^chem, expecting the rest of the 
nation to follow their example. Jotham, the 

youngest 
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youngest son of Gideon, who bad fortunately 
escaped the fate of his relatives, took this oppor« 
tunity of addressing the tumultuous assembly 
from Mount Gerizzim. He first called their 
attention to an apologue, intended to dissuade 
them from their iniquitous enterprise ; and then 
entered upon a bold expostulation, at the con- 
clusion of which he fled to the city of Beer, in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem. 

Abimelech's government proved so oppres- 
sive to the Shechemites that they soon formed 
a conspiracy against him ; but he, having re- 
ceived intelligence of their design, came sud- 
denly upon them, forced them into the temple 
bi £aal Berith. and reduced the edifice to ashes. 
He then caused the city of Shechem to be level* 
led, and the ground strewed with salt. 

From Shechem he marched against the inha- 
bitants of Thebey (a city of Judah), who had 
also taken up arms against him. The citizens^ 
repulsed by his victorious troops, soon retired 
in consternation to a tower, where he thought 
to have had the satisfaction of consuming them 
by fire ; but a woman threw a stone from the 
battlements upon his head, and delivered hex 
people from the approaching ruin. Abime- 
lech, thus suddenly deprived of the victory, 
and overwhelmed with confusion at the infamy 
of his accident, prevailed upon his servant Zebul 
to terminate his life with a more honourable 
weapon. 

After the death of this usurper, the Israelites 
were judged by Tola, of the tribe of Issachar ; 
and he was succeeded by a wealthy man, named 
Jair, w ho resided on the other side Jordan, and 
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possessed an extensive territory in the land of 
Gilead. 

The rebellious Hebrews soon returned to their 
iniquitous practices, and even multiplied the 
number of their idols, till they incurred a new 
calamity of eighteen years duration, under the 
combined oppressionsof the Philistines and Am- 
monites. At length, however, their Creator 
vouchsafed to promise them a speedy deliver- 
ance, and Jephthah, the son of Gilead, prepared 
soon after to march against the enemy. Before 
he ventured to take the field, however, he made 
a rash vow that, if God would crown his at- 
tempts with success,, he would, in token of gra- 
titude, sacrifice the first living creature that 
should come out of his house to meet him at his 
return. This inconsiderable promise deprived 
him at once of the glory and pleasure of the en- 
suing action; for, though the foe was utterly 
vanquished, and Israel enriched with the spoil, 
Jephthah*s onty daughter proved the unhappy 
Tictirl of his imprudent vow. Hearing of her 
father^s brilliant success, she advanced at the 
head of a company of virgins, to congratulate 
him with timbrels and dances. Jephthah no 
sooner perceived that the darling of his affec- 
tions was the object he had solemnly vowed 
to destruction than he rent his clothes in all 
the agony of paternal grief, and declared the 
mournful secret with- the most pathetic expres- 
sions of a tortured heart. She listened with a 
surprising t'onstancy, and only requested a res- 
pite of two months, during which she would re- 
tire with some of her beloved companions to the 
mountains, and there enjoy the melancholy sa- 
tisfaction of mourning her untimely fate. 

This 
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This dearly purchased victory had nearly 
proved fatal to Jephthah from another quarter, 
as he was scarcely returned to his habitation 
when the Ephraimites assembled in a riotous 
manner, threatening to destroy both him and 
his possessions^ because he had engaged the 
Ammonites without requesting their assistance. 
Jephthah^ beingof a rough disposition, reproach* 
ed them so severely with their baseness and cow- 
ardice that they proceeded from aggravation 
to hostilities, in which they were severely chas« 
tised for their ill-timed insolence. 

Of Ibzan« Elon, and Abdon, the three suc- 
ceeding judges of Israel, nothing is related wor- 
thy of the reader's attention. 

The magistracy next devolved to Eli, who 
united in his own person the dignities of judge 
and priest: though he is particularly remarked 
on account of nis remissness and indolence. 
Under his government the Israelites were sub- 
jected to the Philistines, who treated them with 
the greatest rigour, till Samson, the miraculous 
son of old age, was raised up for their deliver- 
ance. 

The great actions of that extraordinary char 
racter, already related in a preceding chapter, 
might have inspired the tribes of Israel wilt 
courage to attempt a complete emancipatioQ 
from their slavery, had not the criminality qf 
their conduct precluded the possibility of 5uc« 
cess. Eli, their judge, was almost a hundred 
years old, and his two sons, Hophni and Phi« 
noBB, took advantage of his debility to commit 
the grossest impieties and abominations. 

The unpardonable remissness of thy high 

priest, -who, being accjuainted with their innu- 
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mous profligacy, contented himself with giving 
them a gentle reproof, was so displeasing to 
God that he sent a prophet to assure him of 
the most awful retribution, and to upbraid him 
with his ingratitude. The terrific sentence and 
similar upbraidings were afterwards repeated 
to young Samuel in a vision, and by him re- 
lated to Eli. 

The Israelites proving unsuccessful in an at- 
tempt against their oppressors, resolved to bring 
the ark of the covenant into the camp, expect- 
ing by that means to strike a terror into the 
hostile army, and inspire their own warriors 
with unusual courage : but the consequence of 
this imprudent project was that they lost both 
the ark and the victory, and the two sons of Eli 
who attended it were both slain, according to 
the prediction of the Almighty. The old judge, 
who waited iin patiently for the event of this 
battle, no sooner heard the distressing news 
than he fell backward from his scat and broke 
his neck i andthewifeof Phineas, being thrown' 
into labour on the same melancholy occasion, 
called her infantson Ichabod, to signify the glory 
of Israel departed, and expired immediately. 

The captive ark was carried in triumph to 
Ashdod, and placed in the temple of the idol 
Bagon; but when the Philistines entered the 
temple the next morning, they found their god 
fallen upon his face before the ark of the Lord. 
Attributing thiis hiuniliation to some common 
accident, they' lifted him up, and set him in his 
original position. But on the second day they 
were much surprised to find the image in the 
same f^ure or veneration, and also deprived 
of the hwis feet^ and hands^ which lay upon the 

threshold. 
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threshold. Soon after this occurrence, the in- 
habitants of Ashdod were so grievously afflict- 
ed by a dangerous distemper that they resolved 
to keep the ark no longer among them. Hav- 
ing called an assembly of their rulers, they 
agreed to send it to Gath, on the supposition 
that Ashdod was unacceptable to the divinity. 
It was accordinffly removed thither, but the 
same affliction followed it, and seized on every 
individual without distinction. It was then sent 
to Ekron, and soon after dismissed, by the 
counsel of the priests and divines, with suitable 
trespass offerings. Its wonderful and unex- 
pected return to Bethshemeth occasioned uni- 
versal joy to the Hebrews, and a burnt sacrifice 
was immediately offered in the field where it 
stopped ; but the solemn festival was soon 
changed into a general mourning by the irreve- 
rent curiosity of the Bethsheraeshites, which 
prompted them to ex^wnine the interior of the 
sacred symbol. Fifty thousand and seventy 
persons were instantly struck dead for this pre- 
sumptuous act, and the survivors were impress- 
ed with such terror that they dispatched mes- 
sengers to the inhabitants of Kirjeth-jearim, re- 
questing they would take the ark away. It 
was removed accordingly with due veneration, 
and placed ^in the house of Abinadab, whose soa 
Eleazar was consecrated to become its keeper. 

Samuel, who now acted in the double ^ p 
capacity of judge and prophet, embraced jQpg 
this opportunity of calling a solem^n as- 
;Bembly, for the express purposes of publicly re- 
nouncing those idolatries, which had for a con- 
siderable time withheld the wonted blessings of 
pod, and for preferring the petitions of a con'i> 
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trite people in the hope of obtaining deliver^ 
ance from their enemies. This meeting, which 
was held at Mizpeh, gave umbrage to the Phi- 
listines, who accordingly marched thither to 
dissolve it. But Samuel's prayers obtained 
such a storm of lightning and thunder that the 
haughty foe was soon defeated^ and chased with 
great slaughter unto Beth-Car. The strength of 
the Philistines was so eiFectually broken by this 
victory that the objects of their late oppres- 
sion enjoyed a profound tranquillity during thie 
remainder of Samuel's government. 

Samuel, after judging the chosen people With 
equal applause and integrity for the space of 
twenty years, had at length the mortification 
to fiad that iiis two sons, whom he bad made 
'udges at Beersh^ba, were charged with the 
crime ofcorruption^ and pronounced unworthy 
of succeeding him in his higii office. At the 
?ame time th^ fickle-minded Israelites, forgctfiil 
of their Divine Ruler, and wearied of the go- 
vernment he had appointed, loudly demanded a 
king who might rejgu over them, and lead their 
armies to battle like the surrounding nations. 
Samuel was much surprised at a request, which 
evidoio^ly sprang from the blackest ingratitude 
towards the Deity, and expostulated with the 
petitioners on the darkoe»s, impolicy, and dan- 
gerous tendency of their proceeding. His elo- 
quence however was exhausted in vain ; and he 
at length dismissed them (in compliance with 
God's command) promising to gratify their de* 
sire at a convenient opportunity. 

This promise he soon accomplished by an- 
UointingSaul, thesonofKish, by presenting him 
$0 the people as the maa whom God had re* 

folved 
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stiffed to entrust with the care of Iffrael, and 
by causing him afterwards to be proclaimed king 
in ^ general assembly at Mizpeh. 



SECT. VL 

The History of the Jetcs under their Monarchical 
Government, 

WHILE the majority of the Israel- ^ ^ 
ites expressed their satisfaction at ^Lr.*i 
the elevation of Saul by loud and repeat- 
ed acclamations of ''Long live the king/' a 
party of profligate persons affected to despise 
his youth, and peremptorily refused to acknow. 
ledge him for their lawful sovereign. But they 
soon received such demonstrations of his pru- 
dence, courage, and activity, as effectually 
silenced their defamatory assertions, and taught 
them to respect his newly -acquired power. The; 
inhabitants of - Jabesh-Gilead'*^ having sent aa 
account of their dismal situation to the elders 
of Israel, Saul immediately caused a yoke of 
oxen to be hewn in pieces and distributed 
through all the tribes, with this message, that 
whosoever refused to follow him to the relief ot 
Jabesh, should see his cattle destroyed in a si- 
milar manner. This threat occasioned so gene- 
1^ an alarm that the people hastened to Bezek^ 
to the number of three hundred thousand, be« 
side thirty thousand of the tribe of Judah, and 

♦ The inhabUants of Jabesh were at this time reduced 
fo the utmost extremities by Nahash, king of the Ammo-' 
nitca. Vide vol. i. page 330. 
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marched with such expedition against the inhu- 
raan Ammonite that he was compelled to raise 
the siege of Jabesh the very next morning, and 
to fly with the utmost precipitation. The Is- 
raelites, elated with their success, and fascinated 
with the heroic deportment of their sovereign, 
advised him to put all those men to death who 
had recently refused to acknowledge his autho- 
rity ; but Saul generously refused his acquies- 
cence ; and observed that it would be highly cri- 
minal to stain the commencement ofhis reign with 
such a massacre,, after God had wrought so great 
a salvation among his people. This truly mag- 
nanimous answer confirmed the people in their 
loyal attachment to their leader ; and the pro- 
phet Samuel, proposing to renew the kingdom 
by universal consent, caused him to be installed 
with great solemnity at Oilgal. 

Samuel embraced this opportunity of justify- 
ing his administration, which now devolved 
upon Saul. He also convinced the people of 
their ingratitude in demanding a king, by reca- 
pitulating the wonders which their heavenly so- 
vereign had wrought in their behalf, and by 
procuring 4n extraordinary storm of lightning 
and rain to corrobprate his assertions. He how- 
ever assured them that his good offices should 
be continued towards them during the remain- 
der of his life, and concluded his affectionate 
address with predicting felicity to themselves 
and their monarch, while they continued sted- 
fastin the worship of God, and the heaviest ef- 
fects of divine displeasure as the sure attendant 
upon defection and impiety 

In the second year of this reign the Philis- 
tines declared war against Israel, and encamp- 
ed in the vicinage of Michmash. The sight of 

ed 
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this hostile army, comprising thirty thou- 
wjkJ charioteers, six thousand horsemen, 
and an innumerable number of foot soldiers, 
struck so universal a terror into the Hebrerrs 
that, forgetful of their recent victory, and 
of the valour of their monarch, great num- 
bers retreated to the caves an-d excavations of 
the mountains, while others fled to the other 
side of the Jordan, leaving their country open to 
the incursion of the enemy. To add to this 
misfortune, the Philistines had craftily deprived 
them of all kinds of weapons, and even of thfe 
instruments with which they used to sharpeA 
their rural implements ; so that, when Saul 
came to assemble his little army, there was nei- 
ther sword nor spear but in the hands of the 
king and his son Jonathan. Saul, however, re-- 
solved to continue at Gilgal, in expectation of 
SamuePs coming, but after he had waited seven 
days without receiving the expected visit, he 
▼entured to offer some sacrifice by way of im- 
ploring the Divine protection. The victims 
were scarcely consumed> when Samuel appeared, 
and condemned his impatience in the severest 
tern^s, observing that his disobedience to God's 
irt>mmand would cause the regal dignity to be 
transferred to a more deserving person. The 
prophet then departed towards Gibeon, and the 
king followed with the poor remains of his 
forces, consisting of only six hundred men, who 
|)eheld with unspeakable grief the approaching 
ruin of their land and nation. 

In this posture of affairs, Jonathan, accom^ 
panied by his armour-bearer, ventured to ftlt 
upon pne of the enemy's out-guards^ and occa-. 
sioncd such a confusion that the PhiKstines im- 
mediately took to fli^t, andi?cteigiTiL\«d^^'^*>J^ 
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great slaughter by Saul and his followers. This 
victory might have beea more complete, had 
not the king imprudently adjured the anny to 
take no refreshment in the pursuit. Jonathan, be- 
ing ignorant of this charge, and wearied with the 
day's toll, refreshed himself with a little honey, 
which he found in passing through a wood, so 
that when his transgression was discovert!d Saul 
would certainly have put him to death, if the 
whole army had not interposed, and sworn that 
not a hair of his head should be hurt, in consi- 
deration of the signal deliverance he had efl'ect- 
ed. The king returned home victorious, and 
soon put himself into such condition that he not 
only pursued his conquest over the Philistines, 
but also triumphed successively over the kings 
of Mbab, Edom, Zobah, and Amalek. 
■p p About thirty years after the sentence 
lOfi*?* of excision was pronounced against Saul, 
, * the prophet Samuel was commanded to 
go to Bethlehem, and anoint one of the sons of 
Jesse in the room of the reigning prince. He 
accordingly went thither on pretence of otfering 
a sacrifice, and executed his commission by 
pouring the anointing oil on the head of young 
David, who was employed in keeping his fa- 
ther's flock. 

Soon after this event, Saul began to be tor- 
mented by an evil spirit, or by a deep melan- 
choly, to dispel which he was advised to have 
recourse to a. musician, who might play before 
him during his indisposition. This advice was 
accepted, and young David, who had acquired 
great celebaity by his performance on the harp, 
was engaffed as the minstrel. He accordingly 
exerted himself to gain the royal approbation, 
and^wept the^ tuuefui strings with such inimit- 
able 



JEWS. 1 27 

able sweetness^ skill, and pathos, that the mo- 
narch's disorder was soon apparently cured, and 
David was permitted to return to his pastoral 
avocations. 

The miraculous victory obtained by « p 
this young shepherd over the gigantic ,^z>q' 
champion of the Philistines wrought so 
much upon the heart of Jonathan, that it gave 
birth to the most ardent friendship between 
them^ insomuch that the Scripture says, " their 
«mls were knit together." But Saul's admira* 
lion of that intrepid act was soon converted into 
jealousy by the indiscretion of a company of fe- 
males, who extolled David above him in their 
songs of victory^ saying that Saul had slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands. From 
that moment the king regarded Jesse's son as a 
dangerous rival, and began to look \ipon his life 
as Incompatible with the security of the crown. 
He therefore contrived various expedients, by 
"which David might in all probability fall, and 
even gave him the princess Michal in marriage^ 
for the express purpose of engaging him in the 
most hazardous' employments. But the object 
of his hatred atchieved such brilliant conquests^ 
aud conducted himself with such decorum, that 
these infamous projects were all rendered abor- 
tive ; and David found in the person of his 
wife a tender and faithful friend, ever ready to 
"warn him of her father's malice, and ever soli- 
citous for his preservation. 

David, having escaped assassination by a 
friendly artifice of Michal's, withdrew to Ka- 
mab, and thence to Naioth, whither he was pur- 
sued by his royal adversary : but the Almighty, 
2>y a miraculous effect on the spirit of Saul, gave 
him an opportunity of retreating xxn^ttwv^^^* 
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He then h^tened tabis beloved friend Jonathan, 
who had exposed himself to the indignation of 
the king upon his account, and had concerted a 
plan by which David might receive intelligence, 
of all that passed at court. But as his death was 
soon resolved on by Saul, the prince hastened to 
the a))pointtd place of meeting, and terminated 
the correspondence with the most affectionate 
vows of eternal regard and amity. 

It was now indispensably requisite that David 
should seek his safety iii immediate flight. He 
therefore hastened to the land of Nob, and, on 
the pretence of urgent business^ prevailed on 
Ahimelech, the high priest, to give him the 
ftword of Goliah, and such refreshment as conld 
be immediately procured for himself and the 
young men who accompanied him. Havingob* 
tained this supply he fled to the king of Gath, 
but soon found it necessary to change his design 
of imploring protection to the artifice of counter- 
feiting the actions of a laoatic. 

While David, by this well-timed expedient, 
disappointed the malice of the Philistine cour-. 
tiers, Saul was informed of all that had pass- 
ed at Nob, by one Doeg, an Edomite, who as- 
serted that Ahimelech had furnished the fugitive 
Tvith weapons and provision, and had inquired 
of God respecting his fate. This intelligence 
eicasperated the king so violently that he ixptne- 
diateiy ordered the high priest and all his'lcii)- 
dred to be brought into his presence, where he. 
feaded them with the most cruel invectives, and 
caused them all to be murdered without discri* 
tnination by his informer. He then sent a de« 
tachment t9 execute hl« vengeauce on the x^Hy 
of Nob, who executed their orders with such in- 
huaum myntity that iMma but Abiathar, one of 
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Ahimelech's sons, had the good fortune to es- 
cape the general massacre. 
. David was followed in his exile by his nearest 
relatives and the prophet Gad, who were soon 
joined by other distressed and discontented per- 
sons to the number of four hundred ; but in 
conssquence of the prophet's advice he left his 
parents under the protection of the king of 
Moab, and repaired with his companions to th« 
forest of Hareth in the land of Judah. Hence 
he removed to the wilderness of Ziph, where lie 
was privately visited by Jonathan, who repeated 
his former vows of unalterable friendship, and 
obtained a solemn assurance that, if ever David 
ascended the throne of Israel, his good offices 
should be rewarded with the possession of the 
second dignity in the government. 

The 2iphites, by sending intellig^ence to Saul, 
cpropelled David again to change his station, and 
he accordingly removed, first to the wilderness 
of Maon, and afterward to Engedi. At the lat- 
ter place he was overtaken by his adversary, at 
the head of three thousand men ; but Provi- 
dence having directed the king to the cave 
where David lay concealed, an opportunity of- 
fered of terminating the unjust pursuit. David, 
however, abhorring the crime of killing the 
.Lord^s anointed, stole softly near Saul, and hav- 
ing cut off the skirt of his robe, permitted him 
to retire wiljiout molestation. As soon, there- 
fore, at his enemy had quitted the cave, he dis- 
covered himself, and begged that he would no 
longer harbour such ill- grounded suspicions of a 
man who had now given a convincing proof of 
his innocence and loyalty. 

This aflecting address, strengthex^ed by the 
injailible tastimopy of the piece of his rob^^ 
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melted the jealous king into fears, and induced 
him to acknowledge, that David\s superior vir- 
tue rendered him truly worthy of that dignity, 
which he was now convinced the Almighty 
would bestow on him. He then requested him 
to swear that he would never revenge the inju- 
ries he had received upon any branch of the 
royal family, and having embraced him with ma- 
ny expressions of affection, returned to Gibeah. 

xj p About this time Samuel died, and wai 

' ^ * buried at Bamah. He had judged Israel 

• twenty years from the decease of Eli, 

and had lived about thirty-six after the elevatioii 

of Saul to the royal dignity. 

J>avid, having probably received some intelli" 
gence of SauPs relapse, removed from Engedi 
towards the wilderness of Paran. Thence he 
sent messengers to a weaithy Carmelite, called 
Kabal, who was making a feast to his sheep* 
shearers, requesting that he would send some 
provision for himself and his followers ; but Na 
bal, being of a covetous ^disposition, returned 
an answer which would certainly have caused 
the extermination of his family, had not his 
wife Abigail prudently eluded the mischief, by- 
carrying in person the desired supply. Her 
husband being afterward acquainted with the 
extreme danger he had incurred by his chur- 
lishness, was immediately taken ill, and in a few 
days expired : a circumstance which induced 
David to take Abigail to wife, his former con- 
sort having been given by her father to another 
man. 

Soon afler this transactiqn David had a fresh ' 
opportunity of evincing his umocence at Maon, 
in the desert of Ziph, where Saul took the field 

against him with thret; thousand chosen men. 

The 
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The son of Jesse, accompanied by Abishai, en- 
tered SaoPs camp in the dead of night, and find- 
ing all the soldiers aslecpi, proceeded in search 
of the king, whom they at length discovered re- 
posing in his tent with his spear stuck in the 
^ound by his bolster, and Abner his general, 
and many other officers, sleeping around him. 
Abishai urged his master to transfix the king to 
the ground with his own spear, observing that 
Providence had delivered him into his hands for 
(hat purpose; but David refused to hearken to 
such counsel, and contented himself with carry- 
ing off the spear and the cruise of water that he 
found in the tent. Saul being apprised of this 
adventure, acknowledged himself indebted a se- 
cond time for the preservation of his life to his 
generous son-in-law, and having expressed his 
sorrow for his former injustice, promised that he 
would no more seek his destruction, and parted 
from him with many tokens of apparent friend- 
.fihip. David was however justly alarmed for 
his future safety, and therefore retired to Achish, 
king^of Gath, who received him in the most 
hospitable manner, and allotted Ziglag for his 
residence, as appears in a preceding chapter. 
' Saul, finding himself deserted by a great 
number of his forces, and being nnabl« to con- 
sult his^ Creator respecting thie event of his ap. 
proaching engagement with, the Philistines, went 
in disguise to Endor, and prevailed on a womaa 
,who had a familiar spirit to raise np the pro- 
phet Samuel. When the vision appeared, Saul 
powed himself to the ground, and apologized for 
his adopting so unlawful an expedient, by ad« 
Terting to the desperate situation of his anairs. 
Sfunuei replied it was in vain that he had ap« 
pli^d to hia^f<Mr coottsel after alienating the love 
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of the Almighty by his disobience; and So- 
lemnly assured Jhim that he should on the mor- 
row lose both his life and kingdom. A predic- 
tion which was soon verified, as the Israelites 
1^ p were utterly defeated in the ensuing bat- 
- ' * tie, and Saul fell upon his own sword, to 
* avoid the cruelty of his inveterate foes. 
His sons also perished in the dreadful slaughter, 
and their mangled bodies were exposed, with 
that of their unfortunate parent, upon the walls 
of Beth-Shan. But the inhabitants of Jabesh, 
remembering, with gratitude, their former de- 
liverance by Saul, sent out a detachment of 
their bravest men, who carried oft' the bodies, 
and interred them with due solemnity. 

David, having lamented the death of Saul, 
and of his beloved friend Jonathan, removed to 
Hebron, where he was again anointed king of 
the tribe of Judah, whilst Abner, the late mo^ 
narch's general, proclaimed Ishbosheth at Ma- 
hanaim. Thus was the kingdom divided be- 
tween two sovereigns, who enjoyed their respec- 
tive shares quietly for the space of two years. 

The first popular step which David took 
was to send a message ot thanks to the Jabe* 
shites for the respect they had paid to the bo- 
dies of the deceased king and his sons; and he 
then strengthened his alliances by marrying 
Maacah, princess of Geshur, by whom he had 
Absalom and Tamar. 

At the expiration of two years a battle: was 
fought between the armies of David and Ish- 
bosheth, in which the latter was totally routed, 
and Abner himself compelled to fly for his life. 
The pursuit continued till sun-set, when the 
JBenjamites rallied under Abner^ and resolved 
tom«kea Tigonnu deftace ; bqt.tbe.tnunpets 
i of 



< 
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of the adverse host sounding a retreat, they 
proceeded without molestation to Mahanaim, 
while Joab« (David's general) and his followers, 
returned to Hebron. 

Shortly after this engagement, Abner re- 
volted from his allegiance, and went privately 
to king David, by whom he was graciously re- 
ceived ; but on his return home he was slain by 
Joab, who pretended to revenge, by this trea- 
cherous act, the death of his brother Asahel. 
David was highly incensed at the base deed, and, 
after venting his resentment in imprecations on 
the perpetrator, attended the remains of Abner 
to the grave with ail the marks of unfeigned 
sorrow and respect. 

The death of this general was soon followed 
by that of Ishbosheth, who was assassinated by 
two of his captains as he lay asleep in his cham- 
ber. The hardened regicides went immediately 
to Hebron, and presented David with the head 
of his rival, but he doomed them to execution, 
and caused their hands and feet to be hung up in 
a public part of the city, while the head of the 
ill-fated Ishbosheth was honourably interred in 
the sepulchre of Abner. 

On the public report of these transac- ^ p 
tions, the tribes of Israel assembled, and j^t q" 
unanimously agreed to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of David. They were, accordingly, 
received in the most gracious manner atilebron, 
and three entire days were devoted to festivity 
upon that agi'eeable occasion. 

In the next year David laid siege to Jerusa- 
lem, and, by the excellent conduct and valoujr 
of Joab, obtained a decisive victory over the Je- 
bnsites, and carried by assault the fortress. of 
Zion, which had hitberto fisted ttia^t^^^ 
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tacks of Judah and Simeon. This important 
place was now enlarged, fortified, and called 
the city of David, as being designed for the seat 
of the Hebrew monarchs, and the metropolis of 
Palestine. 

The Philistines, alarmed at David's increasing 
power, made a sudden inroad into Bethlehem, 
and garrisoned it with their own forces, before 
he was able to make suitable preparations against 
them. But their triumph was of short duration, 
as he soon afterward attacked them with such 
resistless fury that they were never again in a 
condition to withstand him or his successors. The 
victor then entered into alliance with Hiram» 
king of Tyre, erected a magnificent palace in 
his newly conquered city, and increased the 
number of his wives, by whom he had several 
children, subsequent to his removal from He- 
bron. 

Grateful to his Creator for the wonderful de- 
liverances he had experienced, and for the uni- 
versal peace which now reigned through his 
kingdom, David .was extremely anxious to 
make Jerusalem the centre of God's worship, by 
transporting thither the ark, which had re- 
mained almost fifty years at Kirjath-Jearim. 
That sacred symbol was accordingly removed 
in a new cart from the house of Abinadab, vvhile 
a numerous concourse of priests and Levites sang 
and played upon various instruments, and a muU 
titudc ot people from all parts of the country 
thronged to behold the procession. This joy was, 
however, suspended by an accident which oc- 
cuned at Nachon's * threshing floor, and the 

ark 

* The oxen that dr<w the ark barocaed to jtamble at 
ll^plicib «adt>y that modoaaeariyoratamsd the car. 



JEWS« 1%^ 

ark was deposited in the house of Obed-Edom 
for the space of three months ; at the expiration 
of which it was borne by the priestE with the 
utmost solemnity to Jerusalem^ and placed in a 
sumptuous tabernacle^ which the king had or- 
dered to be erected for that purpose. 

He afterward sent for Nathan to consult with 
him respecting a plan he had conceived of build- 
ing a magnificent tenlple to the God of Israel^ 
and the prophet at first applauded his pious de* 
sign ; but he was on the next day commissioned 
to inform the king that he was deemed an im-« 
proper person for such a work, as having been 
frequently defiled with blood, yet that he should 
leave a successor to his wealth and kingdom^ 
who should execute his design with the greatest 
splendor. David prostrated himself in gratitude^ 
before the Lord on Receiving this message, and 
thenceforward began to lay up immense quanti- 
ties of gold, timber, precious stones, and other 
materials, for the use of that son, vvhom God 
had promised to honour in so particular a man- 
ner. 

David having made several economical ar«i 
rangementsin his household and army, and con- 
ferred some important favours upon Mephibo- 
sheth, the only son of Jonathan, was about the 
same time attacked by some forces of the Sy- 
rians, and grossly insulted by Hanun, king of 
the Ammonites. The former were, however, 
so severei^ chastised for their presumption that 
they earnestly petitioned for the privilege of 

rtage. Uzzah, one of Abinadab^s aoni, clapped his hand 
upon Aht ark. to lave it, but, to the aatonishment of the king 
and all the assembly, he was immediately punished with 
death ior his presumption. 

N^ becoming 
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becoming tributaries ; and the latter were soon 
reduced to the extremity of distress by a de- 
tachment under the conduct of Joab. 
•g p During the siege of Hanun's metro- 
lQ.,t^' polls, a circumstance transpired, which 
' fixed an indelible stain on the character 
of David, and tarnished all the lustre of his for- 
mer noble actions. Bei tig enamoured of a beau- 
tiful woman, named Bathsheba, the wife of his 
valiant captain Uriah, he gratified his unlawful 
desires at the expense of reason, honour, and re- 
h'gion, and afterward contrived the death of the 
injured husband, who was then employed at the 
siege under the command of Joab. 

The Almighty, provoked at the commission 
of such abominable crimes, commanded the pro- 
phet Nathan to awaken in the royal offender a 
seiise of contrition and humiliation, by a parabo- 
lical address, which might a'pply forcibly to the 
passions, and lead him to pronounce that judg- 
ment against himself which he strictly deserved. 
The seer accordingly related the story of the 
poor man and his ewe lamb with such energy 
and pathos that David hkstily pronounced sen- 
tence of death against the person who had been 
guilty of such horrid violence; But when the 
awful declaration, " Thou art the man,'* sound- 
ed in his ears, and Nathan predicted the heavy 
calamities which should ensue, he was at once 
abashed, afflicted, and dismayed. His strong 
and genuine repentance, however, procured au 
alleviation of his punishment, though the fruit 
of his adulterous commerce was smitten by the 
angel of death, and his unnatural son Absalom, 
on a future occasion, publicly requited the dis- 
honour 
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iionour done to Uriah, by defiling the females of 
the royal family. 

After this period, David was grievously af- 
flicted by the -evil dispositions and conduct of 
his children. Ammon, his eldest son; had 
scarcely attained his eighteenth year when he 
comnutted incest with one of his sisters ; and 
Absalom, fired with sentiments of revenge, 
soon contrived the assassination of the offender. 
The kinff mourned for some time the loss of his 
son, whilst Absalom sheltered hiniself from the 
eflects of his wrath in the court of his grandfa- 
ther, the king of Geshur. But, after a conside- 
rable time had elapsed, he wa* recalled from his 
voluntary exile, and reinstated in his father's af- 
fection. 

The treacherous prince, having ob- ^ ^ 
tained a free pardon from his indulgent '' 
sovereign, procured a sumptuous equi- 
page of chariots, horses, and running footmen, 
to attract the eyes of the people; and, by am af- 
fected compassion for the distress of those wha 
came to the royal tribunal for justice, he con- 
trived to spread an opinion through the nation 
that his government would be more equitable, 
mild, and beneficial, than that of David. Hav- 
ing pursued this conduct till his infamous pro- 
jects were ripe for execution, he obtained per- 
mission to pay a pretended vow at Hebron^ 
where he had commanded the chiefs of his party 
to meet him, while others were instructed to 
proclaim him king, as soon as they heard tho 
sound of the trumpet. 

David, upon the first intelligence of this infa. 

mous rebellion, left th« care of his palace to his 

1¥iy^ and coocubioes, and retreated with all 

J} 3 posaiblei 
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possible speed from Jerusalem into the open 
country. Among the little company v\ ho re- 
solved to share the fortunes of their injured mas- 
ter, were the high-priests Zadok and Abiathar, 
at the head of several Levites, who attended on 
the ark of the covenant. The king, however, 
would not permit them to proceed with him, 
but desired them to carry the ark back to the 
city, whence they might send him intelligence 
of all that passed, and occasionally assist him 
with their counsel, whilst he concealed himself 
in some convenient part of the wilderness. As 
soon as the priests had departed in compliance 
with this advice, David was informed that Ahi- 
thophel, a celebrated politician, was gone over to 
Absalom ; upon which he prayed earnestly 
that God would confound the counsel of that 
statesman; and soon after repaired with his ViU 
tie troop to Mount Olivet. The march was in- 
expressibly mournful 5 the venerable monarch, 
with his head iincovered, and his feet bare, 
ascended slowly ; while his flowing tears and 
heart-rending sighs evinced the acuteness of his 
feelings 5 and his sorrowful retinue, unable to 
offer consolation in such a trying moment, ex- 
pressed their concern by the strongest expres- 
sions of unfeigned grief. When they had 
reached the summit of the eminence, and ad- 
dressed their Creator in the language of humble 
supplication, they were joined by Hushai, who 
came to share' the dangers and afflictions of his 
beloved prince ; but, at David's request, he con- 
sented to turn back and ingratiate himself into 
the favour of the usurper, that he might have 
an opportunity of thwarting the counsels of 
Ahithophel, and of giving timely notice ni 

every 
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vvrery thing, which should be rcsohed oa among 
the rebels. 

Proceeding on his melancholy route, David 
was met at the village of Bahurim by one of 
Saul's family named Shimei, who had the auda- 
city to throw stones at him, accompanied with 
the most grievous curses. The king's captains^ 
enraged at this unexpected indignity, earnestly 
entreated permission to smite ofi' the head of the 
inhuman persecutor; but David restrained them 
by observing that, since his own son laid wait 
for his life, it was by no means strange that this 
Benjamite should vent his malice in such oppro- 
brious terms. He also remarked that these 
curses might possibly come from his o^nded 
Maker, in which case they might be more effec- 
tually averted by patpence and resignation than 
by a sanguinary and ill-timed resentment. 

Absalom, in the mean time^ entered Jerusa- 
lem at the head of the conspirators, and, having 
caused a pavilion to be reared upon the roof of 
the palace, violated his father's concubines ac- 
cording to the threatening prediction of the 
prophet Nathan. Ahithophel then desired that 
he might be sent at the head of twelve thousand 
chosen men, to fall upon David's little army, 
ivhile they were exhausted with their flight. 
But Hushai argued against this measure with 
such eloquence, and adduced such plausible rea- 
sons for his dissenting from it^ that his remon- 
strances were at length successful; and Ahi- 
thophel was so deeply mortified at the rejection 
of his counsel that he rode home with all pos- 
sible speedy and put a period to his own exists 
ence. ^ 

The faithful Ilushai contrived to apprise Pa- 

\v4 
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Yid immediately of his impending danger, in 
consequence of which the old king crossed the 
Jordan at midnight^ and next morning arrived 
at Mahanaim, . whither several of his loyal sub. 
jects followed with a timely supply of provision, 
tents^ and various necessary utensils. Absa- 
lom at the same time advanced against his fa« 
iher with an army under the command of Ama* 
sa^ and formed an encampment in the land of 
Gilead. 

David having distributed some refreshments, 
Wd made such arrangements as the urgency of 
his affairs would permit, divided his army into 
three bodies, under the conduct of Joab and hia 
two brothers, who acquitted themselves of their 
commission with such bravery and zeal that 
the i:ebel troops were defeated with great 
slaughter and put to flight : and their unnatu« 
ral leader, being caught by his hair in the thick 
branches of a tree, and by that accident de- 
prived of the possibility of escape^ was trans<r 
fixed with three arrows by the hand of Joab ; 
flung into a deep pit ; and covered with a heap 
of stones. 

During these transactions David remained 
with a small reinforcement at the gate of Maha- 
liaim, impatient to hear the event ; but, in his 
jieart, more solicitous for the safety of Absa- 
lom than for his own security and re-establish- 
ment, insomuch that, when he received intelli- 
gence of his death, he withdrew to an apart- 
ment over the gate, exclaiming in all the bitter- 
ness of anguish, *' O ! Absalom, my son, niy 
son, wou.'d to God I had died for thee ; O Absa^ 
lom, my son, my son ! 

^oa^ ventured to reprove bis extreme weak* 

ness^ 
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ncss, and expatiated so forcibly on the evil ef- 
fects it might produce that David was obliged 
t© conceal his affliction, and to present himself 
before the people with a cheerful countenance. 
As soon as he appeared at the gate of the city, 
his subjects of every description came flocking 
round him, and even the rebellious party strove 
to show him the utmost respect and veneration. 
Finding, therefore, that ail the tribes were de- 
sirous of recalling him to his metropolis, he re- 
quested the elders of Judah to escort him thi- 
ther, and sent to assure Amasa, the rebel gene- 
ral, that if he would come over to him he should 
be chosen to that post, from wfaiqh Joab was 
now dismissed. These arrangements, however, 
were productive of much mischief; as bis par- 
tiality for the tribe of Judah occasioned such 
jealousy in the others that they broke out into 
a new revolt; and the change in his army ex- 
cited so violent a desire of revenge in Joab that 
he embraced the first opportunity of assassinat- 
ing the new general. 

Sheba, the rebel chief, who had assembled all 
the malcontents by the sound of the trumpet, 
and bade open defiance to David and his adhe- 
rents, soon retired to the city of Beth-Maachah, 
which was immediately invested by Joab. But, 
on t^e first preparation for an assault, a woman 
appeared on the battlements, exhorting him 
to forbear any hostilities against a mother city 
of Israel, and promising that the head of the 
traitor should be thrown over the wall. The 
condition was cheerfully accepted ; and Joab, 
having received Sheba's head, returned victo- 
rious to Jerusalem, and gained such universal 

applause 
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applause* that David judged it advisable to 

restore him to his former employment. 

-D p About two years after the suppression 

109l' ^^ '^^^ rebellion, Judea was grievously 

* afflicted by a famine, which was designed 

to revenge the death of the Gibeonites, whom 

Saul and his sanguinary relatives had unjustly 

caused to be massacred. David was no sooner 

apprised of the cause than he proposed to make 

a satisfaction that might terminate the distress 

of his subjects, and accordingly delivered seven 

males of SauPs family to be put to death by the 

Gibeonites, after which the famine was stayed. 

Subsequent ta this transaction David gained 
four successive victories over the Philistines; 
but he had not long enjoyed the fruits of hia 
success before he brought a heavy calamity 
upon his kingdom by numbering the people, 
an action so displeasing to God that the pro* 
phet Gad was immediately sent to court to pro* 
pound> as a punishment^ either a seven years fa- 
mine, three days flight before the enemy, ot 
three days pestilence. The king was now 
struck with a lively sense of his folly, and bit- 
terly regretted his inattention to the prudent 
remonstrances of bis counsellors. He owned the 
choice to be extremely hard ; but, considering 
that the calamities of war and famine were sel, 
dgm felt so severely by the rich as by the poor, 
and knowing himself to have been the cause of 
the distress, he chose the pestilence as the most 
equal punishment, and i^ seeming most imme- 

* This busineti wai undertakea by Joab without the 
royal command* 

diately 
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diately under th^ direction of Heaven. The 
choice was no sooner made than that distemper 
received the Divine commission, and spread 
throughout the land with such awful rapidity 
that seventy thousand persons were destroyed 
before the expiration of the third day. It was 
now beginning to infect the metropolis when 
David earnestly intreated that he might expiate 
his crime in his own person, and that an inno- 
cent people might be spared. This humble 
supplication was graciously answered, and the 
king, having reared an altar on the threshing 
floor of Araunah, beheld a miraculous fire de« 
scend from Heaven and consume the victims^ 
as a token that his Creator was reconciled to the 
land. 

A continued series of wars, fatigues, « ^ 
and misfortunes, had so materially af- '.^' 
fecfed the king's health, that, when he ^^^* 
was about seventy years old, no clothes could 
keep him warm ; and his decHning state induced 
Adonijah, the next in birth to Absalom, to make 
splendid preparations for his accession to the 
throne. But David, being reminded of his pro* 
mise in favour of Bathsheba's son, and under* 
standing the design of Adonijah, commanded 
Solomon to be nominated king, and proclaimed 
his succesaur by sound of the trumpet. These 
orders were executed with snch speed that the 
ambitious prince and his adherents were totally 
ignorant of what passed, till they were alarmed 
in the midst of their festivity by repeated accla- 
mations of " Long live king Solomon.^' They 
then dispersed in the utmost consternation, and 
Adonijah hastened to take sanctuary at the horns 
of the altar. The young king beiug ioforined 
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of this particular, sent him word that, if hla 
future actions were equitable, h*s person wouJd 
be secure; but that his next disloyal attempt 
would be punished with death. Upon the re- 
ceipt of this message Adonijah made proper 
submissions, and was permitted to retire to bis 
house. 

David, finding his dissolution approaching, 
sent for his. beloved son to bestow his last advice 
and instructions. He reminded him that all 
the promises of God relative to his posterity 
were only conditional, and would be fulfilled iu 
proportion to their obedience ; he recommended 
some old friends to his favour and protection ; 
exhorted him to take vengeance on Joab, for 
the murder of Absalom, Abner, and Amasa; 
and reminded him that the obligation of an 
oath, which had hitherto screened Shimei from 
punishment, would now be cancelled. Having 
thus expressed his most particular desires to his 
successor, the cfebilitated monarch expired, in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age, and the fortieth 
of his reign. He left an immense treasure, ex- 
clusive of that designed for the use of the tem- 
ple, and was interred in a magnificent tomb at 
Jerusalem. 

Solomon, having acquitted himself of his 
father's last injunctions, sentenced Adonijah to 
death for an improper request, degraded Abi- 
athar to the second rank of priests for his re- 
cent defection, and formed a poweriiil alliance 
by marrying the princess of Egypt. Here- 
moved soon after to Gibeon^ where the ark was 
stationed, and offered a thousand sacrifices to 
the Almighty. Here the Divine offer was made 
n a dream gf granting ^hat^yer be thought 

proper 
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proper to ?isk. Solomon earnestly requested 
that such a degree of wisdom might be given as 
might enable him to govern the children of Is- 
rael with suitable prudence and sagacity ; and 
this modest petition was so pleasing to his Ma- 
ker that he was immediately endowed with 
such a share of wisdom as had never been pos- 
sessed by any mortal, together >vith a promise 
of every earthly blessing. 

The exquisite discernment of this monarch 
was soon exhibited to high advantage, in th^ 
sentence which he pronounced relative to the 
infant that was claimed by two women; and 
his excellent judgment shone conspicuously ia 
the choice of his counsellors and officers, the ini- 
stitutic;^ of his laws, the ceremqny of his house- 
hold, the strength of his army, and the multi- 
tude of his subjects. Jiis immense wealth gave 
him such powerful sway th^ he lived in the 
most profound tranquillity, enf^ompass^d with 
magnificence, and rejoicing in the abundant 
blessings of Providence. !P|eloved by his friends, 
dreaded by his enemies, and highly est^nie4 
by his allies, his treasury was constantly filled 
with rich presents and regular tributes; ^nd so 
great a concourse of strangers flocked tohis mer 
trppolis that riches were accu^iulated by his 
subjects of all descriptipi^s, til} gold ^^ silvi^ 
seemed to have lost tl^eir valu^ \^y );heir extra** 
ordinary abundance. 

Having cpntr^cted wjth Hiram, king j. ^ 
of Tyre, for a large quantity of fine tim- rl*.^* 
ber, aqd » sufficieut number of work- • 
pen, Sol9i^Qn laid the foundation of the Jew4 
jsh teni|ti^ in the fourth year of his reign^ 
>vhich 1?j|fiife|?:8ewnd,^fh;r Dayi^'^ 4^tb, an4 jji 
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the tcmr hundred and eightieth after the d^lj: 
verance of Israel from the Egyptian bondage ; 
and that stupendous work was carried on with 
such dispatch that it was finished in little more 
than seven years, in such a sumptuous manner 
as far exceeded every other edifice then in being. 
^ p The ceremony of the 'dedication was 
1005 Performed with the greatest pomp; tJie 
• ark of the covenant was phiccd in the 
most holy place between the cherubim ; the air 
rang with the sound of Vi)cal and instrumental 
music ; and the sacred cloud, which had for- 
xnerly overshadowed the tabernacle, visibly de- 
scended upoQ the priests, while they prepared 
the victiri>3 for sacrifice. The kihg then pub-. 
iicly d<2dicated the building to God in a^devout 
prayer, a^nd; having seen the ofiferings con- 
sumed by superoatui^] fire, pronounced a bles- 
sing on the assemb})r and retired. 

Afler the cofflpletiou of his father's grand de- 
sign, the king erected. two m?ignificent palaces, 
one for himself, and another for Pharaoh's 
daughter ; rebuilt twenty cities in Galilee ; sur- 
rounded his nietropolis.-with a strong wall ; and 
fortified all the places, of conse<!(uence in Judea. 
He also built a navy at Ezion^Geber, and put it 
under the care of some skilfal Tyrian marmer.s, 
who, together with a nun^ber< of his own sub- 
jects, sailed to Ophir^ and returned in about 
three years, richly laden with gold, silvery and 
precious stones; beside ebony, ivory,. spices, 
iind various curiosities. 

^Jothinghas hitherto appeared in this Prince's 
life that does not convey the highest idea of his 
wisdom, piety, and magnificence ; but the lat- 
%^r part of liis Teiga exhibits a melaucholy re- 
verse.. 
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Terse. Solomon, cniphaticalJy styled the Wise, 
beloved of his Creator and admired by all ^>a-. 
tions for his numerous virtues, became such a 
slave, in his old age, to the passion of love, that 
Jie married a surprising multitude of women, 
without distinction of country, faith, or family, 
aiird permitted himself to be seduced by them 
into all the ^oss and abominable idolatries of 
the age ; insomuch that the holy city was sur- 
rounded with altars, in t)pe« defiance to the 
God of Israel; and temples were erected in va- 
rious places to dumb idols. 

This infamous defection was, consequently, 
displeasing to the Almighty ; and Solomon was 
assured in a dream that his successors should 
mourn the loss of the kingdom, as -the result of 
his ingratitude^ except the tribe of jTudah, which 
\vouId be left them in consideration of the sa- 
cred promise ^iven to DaviH. The effect of 
this awful denunciation is not r(k:orded in Scrip- 
■ture, nor is there any farther account of this 
tnonarch l>ut that he died in the fortieth yean 
of his re\gn, and about the fifty-eighth of h^s 
age ; and was buried in the sepulchre of his 
royal father. 

Hchoboam, Soloimon's son and succes- ^ p 
sor, went, upon his accession, with his q^^'\ 
court, and the elders of all the tribes, to 
receive their homage at Shechem ; but they rcr 
fused to acknowledge his sovereignty, unless he 
would promise to redress some popular griev- 
ances which had crept into the administration 
during the latter part of Solomon's reign. The 
king took three days to meditate on tbcir re- 
quest, but, having listened to the advice of some 
rash youths who had been brought i^p with hiw 
02 in 
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hi ease and luxury, he answered the people irt 
a haughty tone that fte designed to rule them 
TTith greater severity than his father ever exer- 
cised ; and threatened to chastise the slightest 
murmur v^rith scorpions instead of whips. 

A reply so harsh^ and unsuitable to a people 
"vrho regarded themselves a3 the peculiar favo- 
rites of Heaven, occasioned an imniiediate revolt; 
and ten of the tribes, disdaining all further al- 
legiance to the house of David, chose Jeroboam, 
an enterprising yoUth of the tribe of Ephraim, 
to be their sovereign. Judah and Benjamin, 
however, resolved to remain beneath tne go- 
vernment of Rehoboam, whtnn they conducted 
with all speed to Jeriisalein. An army waS 
then raised to reduce the rebels to obedience ; 
but on the assertion of the prophet Shemaiah, 
that this defection was strictly consonant with 
the Divine will, the intended hostihties werd 
laid aside. 

Jeroboam embraced the first opportunity of 
rebuilding Penu^l and Shechem, which he made 
the seat of his residence. But he was still ap- 
prehensive that the custom of g^ing thrice m 
the year to Jerusalem mi^ht, in time, reconcile 
his new subjects to the hoUse of David. He 
therefore sacrificed religion to his security, and 
set up two goldfen calves at Dan and Bethel, the 
extremities of the kingdom, whither he ordered 
the people to repair with their oftbrings instead 
of going to the temple. He also built some ido- 
latrous edifices, and selected priests for his ima- 
ginary deities from among the lowest class of the 
people. 

At the dedication of the two calves a prophet 
denounced the destruction of the new altar by a 

future 



future king of Judah ; and, as a proof of his di- 
Vinemission, told the spectators that they should 
immediately witness an instance of God^ di»* 
•pleasure., Upon these words the altar burst 
asunder, and Jeroboam's arm, then stretciied 
out to seize the prophet, was suddenly withered. 
In consequence of his submission, however, his 
aifliction was withdrawn, and the stranger de- 
parted hastily from the contaminated city. 

Notwithstanding this miraculous event, and 
the awful threatentngs of the prophet Ahijah. 
the king peraisted in debauching the people 
from the worship of their Creator, and filled Js- 
raei with idolatry. 

Rehoboam, in the mean time, built and for- 
tified several places in Judah and Benjamin^ 
while multitudes of persons, ivho abhorred the 
infamous practices of his revolted rival, flock.^d 
to his metropolis, and voluntarily renewed their 
former allegiance. But this weak prince, in- 
stead of expressing bis thanks to t«od for the 
iiivourable turn of his ail'airs, abandoned him- 
self to the most absurd idolatries, and even. ex- 
ceeded the abominations of the apostate Is- 
raelites. 

To punish these enormities, the Al-,^ p 
mighty stirred up a formidable enemy in * * 
the person of Shishak, king of Egypt, 
who took several fenced cities, reduced Jem-, ' 
salem, and pillaged the temple and palaces of 
their most costly ornaments. After this disas- 
ter Rehoboam retained the regal dignity twelve 
years, and died in the eighteenth year of his 
reign. 

Abijah, the succeeding monarch, had -^ f 
no sooner ascended the throne than he^' *. 
took the field with four hundred thou- 

O 3 ^"5ccv\ 
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sand m6n, and Jeroboam went out to meet him 
with an army of double that number. When 
the two kings were within heafingof each other. 
Abijah upbraided his rival ^ith the baseness bt 
his extraction, the grossness of his idolatries, 
and the extreme sinfulness of his conduct, in de- 
luding the Israelites from the worship of their 
God. Jeroboam pretended to listen attentively 
to these just reproaches, but in fhe mean time 
had ordered a detachment of his forces to wheel 
round and surprise the enemy in the rear, while 
he should prepare for the attack in front. This 
base stratagem was immediately executed, to the 
consternation of Abijah's army ; but at length 
the idolaters Were put to flight, and Abijah pur- 
sued his victory With such success that his aban- 
doned competitor could not recover his strength 
for the space of three years. 
■o p Asa, the successor of Abijah, was a 
Qjtc* pious monarch, who applied himself zea- 
lously to the work of reformation, and 
even deposed his own mother for patronizing 
fdolatry. He also put his kingdom in a good 
posture of defence, by fortifying several impor- 
tant places, and entertaining a numerous army. 
His riches augmented do rapidly, under the bles- 
sing of Providence, that he was soon enabled 
to adorn the temple with a quantity of gold and 
silver vessels to supply the loss occasioned by 
Shishak ; and he utterly destroyed all the monu- 
ments of irreligion except the high places, which 
he endeavoured in vain to abolish. 

In the second year of this reign, Nadab suc- 
ceeded to the throne of Jeroboam, but no par- 
ticulars worthy of notice arc transmitted re- 
specting him, except his adhering to the ini- 
quitous practices of his fathei', and his being 
: ' slaiu 
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slain at the siege of Gibbethon by a man of the 
tribe of Issachar, called Baasha, who seized 
Upon the kingdom, and destroyed the whole race 
of Jeroboam, according to the threatening pre- 
diction of Ah ij ah. 

About fourteen years after Asa's ac- ^ q 
cession, his kingdom was attacked by a q\. 
numerous amiy of Cushites, under the 
command of Zera, an Ethiopian. The king of 
Judah was howevfer by no means alarmed at 
their appearance ; but, trusting to God for the 
event, maVchcd boldly against them to Mere-r 
shah, where he overthrew them in a pitched 
battle, and returned victorious to Jerusalem. 
Having devoted a considerable part of the spoil 
to the service of his heavenly patron, he had 
the pleasure to hear himself encouraged by a 
prophet, and to see many of Baasha's subject^ 
flock to his city, on the report of his justice 
and munificence. He died in the forty -first year 
of his reign, s^nd was succeeded by his son 
Jehoshaphat. 

Baasha is said to have continued the j. ^ 
idolatrous practices of Jeroboam, not- qqq* 
withstanding he was the instrument of 
Divine vengeance against that family. He was 
engaged in hostilities with the king of Judah, 
when Jehu, the son ofHanani, was commissioned 
to threaten him with the heaviest effects of 
God's anger, in consequence of his disobedi- 
ence and impenitency. Soon after this de« 
nunciation he expired, and left the kingdom to 
his son. 

Elah had scarcely enjoyed the regal dignity 
two years before he was assassinated at Tirzah, 
where he dwelt, by Zimri, one of his officct-s. 

4 ©mtv'v 



Zimri's reign was but of seven days di>ratioR, 
yet in that time he found means to exterminate 
the whole race of Baasha. Omri, another offi'- 
cer, being chosen king by the army, hastened 
to attack the usurper in Tirzah ; but, before he 
could obtain admission, Zimri went into the 
royal palace, and having set it on fire perished 
in the flames. Omri had another competitor in 
Tibni, the son of Ginath, whom one part of the 
people had elected to the supreme dignity; but 
he was soon slain, and Omri took possession of 
the kingdom. - 

JVothing farther is tecorded of this prince, bet 
that he built the city of Samaria on a hill of the 
same name, removed his pourt thither from 
Tirzah, and reignecj twelve years in all the pro- 
fligacy of his predecessors. 
P ^ Ahab, his son, ascended the throne in 

' o ' the thirty-eighth year of Asa's reign. 
His marriage with Jezebel, princess of 
Zi don, proved a constant source of wicked aqd 
idolatrous actions, as she was permitted to in- 
troduce the ^donian worship, which consisted 
inhuman sacrifices and other abominable cere- 
monies. 

While Ahab and "Ijis wielded consort were de- 
filing the land with tbeir flagrant impieties, and 
putting all those to death-who bad the boldnea^ 
to censure their conduct^ Jelioshaphat, Asa's 
successor, was employed in restoring the wor- 
ship of his subjects to its original purity. Hav- 
ing demolished every idolatrous vestige which 
remained at his father's decQase, he commanded 
a competent number of priests and Levites to 
instruct the people in the Mosaic law, and gar- 
risoned all the most considerable places in his 

kingdom ; 
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kingdom ; he became so wealthy, prosperous, 
and powerful that his neighbours sought his 
alliance ; his tributaries regularly transmitted 
Cheir payments to his treasury; and even his 
avowed enemies were too conscious of his 
strength to molest liim. 

Far different was the case with Ahab, whose 
apostacy had provoked the Most High to pour 
down the severest afflictions upon his country ; 
and whose subjects had long groaned beneath the 
accumulated distress of tyranny, war and famine. 

At the expiration of three years, the prophet 
Ehjah presented himself before Ahab, and their 
first greeting was such as might naturally be ex- 
pected between a haughty wicked king, and k 
person distinguished for his zeai and piety, 
Elijahi however, eventually obtained his desire 
of gathering all the Israelites together at Mount 
Carmel, with all the priests of Baol, whom Je- 
«ebel maintained at her own expence. He then 
^addressed the assembly on the subject of their 
relicious practices, and boldly' reproved them 
for halting between two opinions. ** I," said 
ite, *• Jitn the only prophet of the Lord that is 
" left:, while the priests of Baal are four hun- 
" dred and fifty ; let them, therefore, offer up 
" a bullock to the object of their worship, and I 
" will offer another to the God of Israel ; and let 
*' the deity who testifies his acceptance of the 
" sacrifice by a miraculous fire be henceforth 
^' considered as the only true God/' 

The people having testified their approbation- 
of this proposal, BaaPs woi-shippcrs hewed their 
.sacrifice in pieces, laid it upon the altar> and 
culled upon ihcir idol from morning till noon; 
but receiving no answer to their clamorous pe- 
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titions^ and being exasperated by Elijah^ who 
told them to cry louder, for Baal was certainly 
a great god, and would attend to them, unless 
he were asleep, or engaged in some important 
"business, they cut themstilves with knives till 
the blood ran down upon the ground, and leap- 
ed upon the altar which they had made. 

The whole day having passed in this manner^ 
Elijah, about the time of offering the evenmg 
sacrifice, reared up an altar of twelve unhewn 
stones, and laid the wood and victim upon it. 
He then caused a deep trench to be dug round 
it, and ordered the attendants to pour water up- 
on the sacrifice till the trench overflowed. This 
l)eing done, he addressed himself to God in fer* 
vent prayer.) requesting that he would show 
liimself, before all the congregated tribes, to be 
the only God. of the universe. His prayer was 
instantly heard ; the long-expected flaine dart- 
ed suddenly from Heaven, consumed the victims, 
the wood, and. the altar, and dried up all the 
water in the trench, while the spectators una- 
nimously exclaimed, " The Lord is the only 
God.*' Elijah, seizing the favourable opportu*- 
nity, told them to give a proof of their sincerity 
by taking the priests of Baal to the brook Kishon» 
and putting them to death for their vile and 
conspicuous imposture. The multitude readily 
obeyed this injunction, and Ahab made no ef- 
fort for the preservation of Jezebel's favourites. 
^ut on his return home he acquainted her with 
the circumstance, in consequence of which she 
•vowed to take ample vengeance oa the author 
ofit,sothat Elyah was compelled to seek his 
safety in a precipitate flight. 

In the eighteenth year of Ahab's reign, Sa- 
maria 
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inaria was invested by Benhadad, Uing af Syria, 
who came, tliither with fifty-two petty princes, 
aiid a numerous army. The besiegers were,, 
however, soon compelled to relinquish their de- 
sign. Next year, attempting to retrieve their 
credit, they were aj^ain defeated with consider- 
able loss ; and Betvhadad narrowly escaped be- 
ing taken prisoner in the city of Aphek : but, 
upon his sending a submissive message^ the con- 
queror received him cordially into his chariot,, 
brought him to his pavilion, entered into an ami- 
cable alliance, and permitted him to depart 
without ransom. One of the- sons of the pro- 
phets imntediately came to Ahab, with his face 
horribly disfigured, and complained that a. 
Syrian prisoner^, who had been committed to 
his custody, had made his escape, and himself 
was now in danger of suffering death for his 
neglect. The king, without h^itation, pro- 
nounced him guilty of death; but the prophet, 
discovering himself, informed him that he had 
passed sentence against his own life, and since 
he had suftered so powerful an enemy of Israel 
to go free, when God had delivered him into his 
hand, he must abide the consequence. 

Shortly after these transactions Jezebel caused 
a Jezreelitei called Naboth, to be put to death 
on a falsQ accusation, because he had refused to 
sell a vineyard, which Ahab was desirous of con-, 
verting into ii garden of herbs. But, while the 
king was taking possession of the ground, ElijaH 
presented himsen before him, and predicted the 
awful calamities which this inhuman murder 
would bring upon him and his whole house ; 
asserting that dogs should lick his blood on the 
spot where Naboth was unjustly slain 5 that Je- 
^bel should be deToured. by dogsj and all hii 
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posterity rooted out of the earth. This heavy 
sentence had such an effect upon Ahab that he 
inuncdiately rent his clothes, returned to his pa- 
lace overwhelmed with grief^ and, by his un- 
feigned contrition, obtained a gracious assurance 
that the ruin of his family should not happen 
till after his decease. 

Jeiioshaphat, having lef^ the care of his king- 
dom to his son Jehorain, came to visit Ahab at 
Samaria, when that prince had resolved upon 
taking Kamoth-Gilead from the Syrians. Being 
asked to assist in the enterprise, he readily con- 
sented : but desired that God might be consult- 
ed respecting the success of the proposed expe- 
dition. Ahab immediately caused four hundred 
prophets to be assembled at the gate of Samaria, 
and upon his asking the question, they all pro- 
mised him he should prove victorious. Their 
eager assurances were nqt, however, satisfactory 
to tJie king of Judah, who begged that, if there 
wore anv other prophet of the Lord, he might 
be sent tor and consulted. Micaiah, the son of 
Imlah, was accordingly summoned to appear, 
though his well-known veracity had rendered 
him odious to Ahab. He being acquainted with 
the tlattering promises of the other prophets, at 
first answered slightly that the expedition could 
not fail of success, but, upon the king's ad- 
juring him to speak seriously, he declared the 
battle would terminate in the defeat of the Is- 
raelites^ and the death of Ahab ; observing that 
God had suffered the propbots to be possessed 
with a lying spirit to tacilitate those awful 
events. The king, however, so little regarded 
these assertions that he nished precipitately 
upon his fute ; and Jehoshaphat, being per- 
jMfded to accompany him, nar^^Iy escaped 
1^. ■ \xith 
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With his own liie. Ahab died by the wound of 
an arrow; and his generals, after sounding a re- 
treat, carried his remains to the royal sepulchre 
in Samaria, while his ensanguined chariot, har- 
ness, and armour, were washed in a pool, and 
Elijah's prophecy was verified in the circum- 
likaace of dogs licking his blood. 

Jehoshaphat having effected his escape re- 
turned to Jerusalem, and endeavoured to re- 
trieve his error by a more assiduous application 
to every thing that related to the worship of his 
Creator, or the felicity of his subjects. 

Ahaziah, who succeeded to the throne -g p 
of his father Ahab, happened, in the * ^ ' 
course of the next year, to be so materi- 
ally hurt by a fall tliat his life was despaired of. 
In this affliction he seat a deputation to Baalze- 
bub, the idol of Ekron, requesting to be inform- 
ed respecting his recovery. The messengers set 
out on their errand ; but were soon sent back by 
the prophet Elijah, with an as8ur?ine« that, since 
the king had sent to consult the deity of Ekron 
in contempt of the true God, he should never 
leave his bed till he was carried to the grave. A 
prediction which was soon accomplished in the 
death of Aha ziah. 

Jehoram, his brother, next took possession o( 
the kingdom, and prevailed on Jehoshaphat to 
assist him ijfi reducing the Moabites, who had for 
a considerable time been tributaries to Israel, 
but had revolted during the short reign of his 
idolatrous predecessor. The miraculous supply 
of water obtained by Elijah for the army, and 
the complete victory obtained- over the rebels, 
have "already appeared in their proper place. 

Jehoshaphat, towards the close of his reigo, 
, Vol.. II. P . MW 
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saw his Idngdom suddenly invaded bv a prodi* 
gious multitude of AQunoaites, Mtiabites, and 
other nations, ^Yho poured \u with such rapidity 
fhat they had advanced within thirty-six milcj 
of Jerusalem, before their intentions were 
known at court. In this emergency the king 
proclaimed a genera] fast,, and implored the Bi- 
vine assistance in so humble and pathetic a mau^ 
ner that the prophet Jahaziel was permitted to 
dissipate his fears, by an assurance of the most 
signal deliverance. Jehoshaphat, accordingly^ 
marched out at the head of a small army, while 
the invaders, seized with a kind of panic phreiD- 
sy, turned their arms against each other,. and en- 
gaged with the utmost fury till they were ali 
destroyed. Three 'days were now devoted to the- 
removal of the spoil, andonthe fourth the Israel- 
ites returned a solemn t^ianksgiving. to lleavei»^ 
in a place which was afterward called the valJcy 
of Berakah, or blessing. Soon after this events 
J'ehoshaphat ended his days in peace,, leaving ». 
numerous issue under proper tutors, with ap- 
pointments suitable to their rank. 
x» p Jehoram no sooner found himself esta- 
'^' blished on the throne of Judah than he 
began to overturn all the pious regula- 
tions of his father, and to bring upon himself the 
heaviest curses of the Almighty. The com- 
mencement of his reign was stained with the 
massacre of his brethren, and of all the nobles 
who pre5mmed to express their dislike of his 
abominable practices. His wife Athaliali, the 
impious daughter of Ahab, persuaded him to 
establish the worship' of Baal m all parts. of the 
kingdom ; and the God of Abraham was.totaily 
disregarded. 

Judak 
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• Judah and Israel seemed 4it this period but one 
4cingdora^ and one scene of wickedness. They 
'Were both governed by kings of the same name ; 
^nd both groaned beneath the same tyrannical 
t>pprcssion. 

The first token of God's.wrath against the 
king of Judah was the final revolt of the Edom^ 
itcs, who had now sufficient strength to shake 
^fF'the yoke, and to establish themselves under 
a king'of their own choosing. This misfortune 
"Was soon after succeeded by an invasion of the 
Philistines and Arabians, who penetrated to the 
capital of Judea, and carried off an immense 
spoil, together with Jehoram's wives, and all his 
sons, except the youngest. The king was after- 
ward afflicted with an incurable disease in his 
bowels, which continued two years, and thea 
put a period to his life in the most shocking 
manner, as Elijah had foretold in a letter. 

The prophet Elisha was in the mean time 
working wondcrs^mong the Israelites. He per- 
A>nned a miraculous cure upon Isaaman, the 
Syrian general, and discovered all the secret de- 
•signs of Benhadad to Jehoram, till the former 
advanced with a numerous host against Samaria, 
and besieged it so closely that the inhabitants 
wej'e reduced to the utmost extremities. How 
long the siege continued cannot be ea^ly ascer- 
tained, but such were the effects of the lamine 
occasioned by it that an ass^s head was sold for 
eighty pieces of silver, and the women were dri- 
ven to the horrid necessity of eating their own 
children. At length, however, the Almighty 
"vouchsafed to terminate these calamities, bv^ 
• causing a sudden alarm in the enemy's camp, 
Jind compelling the forces to fly with such pre- 
P 2 • cipitation 
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cipitation thai they left their tents, proi'lsioit, 
horses, and riches, for a spoil to the Israelite^;, 
Avho.^ti wants were then so abundantly suppHed 
that a measure of fine flower was sold ibr one 
shekel, and other articles in proportion, at the 
gate of Samaria. 

Sonie time after this unexpected deliverance, 
Jehoram, having heard of Benhadad's assassina- 
nation, and the usurpation of Hazacl^ resolved to 
lead an army against Ramoth-Gilead, ^vhich his 
father had in vain attempted to reduce. He 
prevailed on Ahaziah, king of Judah, to accom- 
pany him in the expedition, and actually suc- 
ceeded in his design upon the city ; but he was 
so desperately wounded in the attack that he 
was compelled to return to Jezreel, while Aha2- 
iah hastened back to Jerusalem, and Jehu was 
left to secure the plaice with a competent body 
of troops. 

Elisaa in the mean time commissioned one of 
the young prophets t/H anoint Jehu privately, 
and to tell kim that God had exalted him to the 
kingdom of Israel, for the express purpose of 
executing the Divine vengeance against the im- 
pious family of Ahab. . Jehu, being made ac- 
quainted with this important secret, rode -with 
all speed to Jezreel at the head of his men, and 
slew Jehoram at the vineyard, for whicii Ma- 
botii had lost his life. Ahaziah, who had come 
to visit the king of Israel, was also mortally 
wounded, and the iniquitous Je«aebel was 
tlirown from a window in the palace, ti*ampled 
under foot by the cavalry, and afterward de- 
voured by dogs. 

Elijah's predictions being thus partly accom- 
phshed, Jehu seat letters to the chief magistrates 
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of Samaria, who were entrusted with the educa- 
tion of Ahab's seventy sons, exhorting them to 
fet one of their princes upon the throne, and 
fight valiantly for the confirmation of his autho- 
rity : but they clearly perceived the true mean- 
ing of the message, and immediately resolved to 
avoid the effects of Jehu's vengeance by a volun- 
tary submission. Upon the intimation of this 
design, he commanded them to put all the young 
princes to death, and to send their heads to him 
in baskets by the next morning. This sanguin- 
ai-y order was executed without hesitation, and 
Jehu caused the horrid present to be exposed to 
public view at the gate of Jezreel, where he 
appeared to justify his proceeding, by remind- 
ing the people of the Divine sentence against 
Ahab's posterity. 

Jehu having taken ample vengeance on vari- 
ons other persons of Ahab's kindred, together 
with the idolatrous priests and counsellors, de- 
parted from Jezreel toward Samaria, and in his 
^ay met with forty -two princes of the house of 
Jndah, going to pay a visit to those of the hcuse 
of Ahab, who he immediately caused to be slain. 
After this massacre, he invited Jehonadab, the 
son of Rechab, to accompany him to Samaria, 
that he might ^ee his zeal against the worship- 
pers of Baal. 

On his arrival at the capital, Jehu caused a so- 
lemn feast to be proclaimed in honour of Baal, 
and ordered all the votaries of that deity to as- 
semble on pain of death. But the temple was 
no sooner filled than he sent in a detachment of 
troops, who cut the idolaters in pieces without 
mercv or distinction ; after which the building 
was demolished, and all the idols and ornaments 
buried. 

P3 Tlw 
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g ^ The Almighty beiiig pleased with this 
gig ' zeialous obedience, sent to assure the new- 
monarch that his posterity siiould enjoy 
the kingdom of Israel to the fourth generation. 
But Jehu imprudently followetl the politics of 
Jeroboam; arid suffered the golden calves of 
Dan and Bethel to remain unmolested ; so that 
his reign was embittered by several melancholy 
accidents, among which may be reckoned the 
• loss of several frontier towns, and a cruel niassa* 
ere of his subjects by llazael, king of Syria. He 
died in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, oncL 
was buried in Samaria, 

At the period of Jehu's most laudable and 
zealous exertions in behalf of the Jewish Reli- 
gion, Athaliab used her utmost ende^v©urs to 
banish the worship of God from Judea. The 
death of her son Aha2iah, and of fortj^-two prin- 
ces of his family, induced her to wrtdk her ven- 
geance on thesad remains of the house of Judah. 
But the infant prince Joash was happily screen- 
ed from her cruelty, and brought up iu the tem- 
ple by Jehoida, the hieti priest, till he was seven 
years old, when a sudden revolution terminated 
the oppressions of the people, and raised him to 
the throne of his ancestors. 

During the life of Jehoida, the young king 
expressed an uncommon zeal for the worship of 
God : but that excellent pontiff had no sooner 
breathed his last than the kingdom was polluted 
with fresh idolatries, and new altars were erect- 
ed in every part of the metropolis. This ungrate- 
ful apostacy was however severely punished, as 
the Syrian king committed some dreadful out- 
rages in Judea; and Joash was assassinated by 
his own servants during a fit of i>ickiiess. x 
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Inis6n Atndziah succeeded him in the t> p 
twcuty-fifth year of his age, by which * * 
1ff|kfe J^hoahaz had left the kingdom of 
hhitl to his son Joash. The young king of Ju- 
flah caused th6 murderer^ of his father to be put 
t^ dedth^ and began his reign with e^iery appear- 
*fi<Je of piety ; but his signal victory over the 
TEdomites puffed him up with pride, and his sub- 
k6quent idolatries were punished with disgrace, 
eaptivity, and death. His body was carried 
ffoift Lachish (the scene of his assassination) to 
Jei^Usalfem for interment, and the crown devolv- 
td 6n his son Azariah. 

fiuring the last years of his reign, Je- j^ ^ 
tobohta the secona seemed*ordained by '^^ ' 
H^^ven to restore the kingdom of Israel " ' 
to its original grandeur. His long reign gave 
nifii tiffie to execute that noble work, to which 
»e M'as encouraged by his contomporaries, the 
]^i'ophets Jonah and tlosea. He took the Syrian 
<Iipital, Damascus and Hamath, with all their 
ifirritofies on both sides the Jordan ; but the 
pt^rticulars of these conquests are. unknown. He 
'difed in the forty-ftrst year of his reign, and was 
buried with his ancestors in Samaria. 

Zechariah, the great-grand son of Je- ■„ p 
hn, succeeded to the throne of his father ' ' 
iJeroboam ; thus fulfilling the Divine 
promise, that the kingdom should be governed 
Dy his family to the fourth generation. But 
from this time the reader may date the downfal 
*f Israel, as the subsequent history is replete 
^th treasons, murders, anarchy, and desolation. 
Zechariah had scarcely enjoyed the regal dig- 
nity six months before he was publicly slain by 
one of his own domestics, who seized the vacant 
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throne, but at the expiration of thirty days vras 
himself massacred by Menahem in Samaria. 

Meiiaheni. having assumed the ensigns of roy- 
alty, committed the most horrid cruelties on the 
inhabitants of Tirzah, a city in the tribe of 
Ephraim, who had refused to open their gates to 
his forces, lie wa^ soon after invaded by Pul, 
Ifing of Assyria, and compelled to obtain a. dis- 
honourable peace at the price of one thousand 
talents of silver. The eleven remaining ye^n 
of his life appear to have been spent in peace ; 
and his son Pekahiah succeeded to the crown. 
, Judah in the mean time enjoyed a series of 
blessings beneath the excellent administration of 
Azariah, whose piety, conquests, arrangements, 
and institutions, overwhelmed his enemies with 
confusion, and raised his subjects to the summit 
of aiTlaence and felicity. Yet this renowned 
prince forfeited all his honours by attempting to 
infringe upon the Sacerdotal office, and to burn 
incense upon the sacred altar. This rash action 
was strongly opposed by the high-priest, at the 
head of eighty other zealdus persons ; but the 
mfatuated king would not listen to their remon- 
strances, till he felt himself smitten with a le- 
prosy for his presumption. He then hastened 
Qiit of thecity ; resigned the sceptre to his sou 
Jotham, and resided in a stolitary house till the 
sixty-eigth year of his age, when he died, and was 
buried in a tomb adjoining that of his ancestors. 

Pekahiah, the successor of Menahem, was as- 
sassinated, two years after his coronation, by 
Pekah, one of his generals, who ascended the 
throne about a year before Jotham was invested 
"^vith the regal dignity in Judah. The charac- 
ters of these monarchs were opposite, and their 
success consequently different. Pekah, by his 

wicked- 
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irkkedaess, entailed misery upon his subjects, 
"and was himself punished with a violeht death ; 
whereas Jotham triumphed over his enemies, 
Ikfabti&ed the temple, fortified his metropolis, 
aOid^ at fast, died in the possession of hi& people'^ 
■'^rai^m aft'ection. 

Ahaz wiLS no sooner seated on the throne 
VtiA.Sk his impieties {)roVQked the Almighty to 

Stiiiish him ;vrth art invasion by the combined 
^rc6iS of Isr^d and Syria. This circumstance 
threw him into the utmost consternation, and he 

Jppeiifft td have eiipected no less than the total 
isfidlutioaof the Jewish monarchy. He was, 
li6WeVer, delivered frbm this calamity, accord- 
ing t6 the prediction of Isaiah ; but his idolatries 
U'ettJ so numerous, and his actions were soincon- 
ifstent with those of his deceased father, that . 
Cod Was pleased to leave him to the mercy of 
his formidable enemies. The kine of Syria, iti 
^rdet to recompense himself for his lost *time at 
Jerusalem, recovered the sea-port of Elath, ex- 
celled the Jewish inhabitants, and peopled it 
Uith his own subjects, and the Israetitish mo- 
AatcA had slaughtered one hundred and twenty 
thousatid subjects of Ahaz, and taken two hun- 
^eA thousand Captives, when the prophet Obed 
ffevailed on him to dismiss the prisoners with 
^m^ tokens of humanity. 

The Edomites and Philistines, embracing this 
ikvonrable opportunity, invaded other parts of 
Judfca ; carried off many of the inhabitants ; and 
ifecovered several towns of importance. In this 
•extremity Ahaz applied to the king of Assyria 
for succours, and that monarch, being bribed 
with costly gifts, agreed to make a diversion in 
his favour against Syria. Having vanquished 

KeziuL 
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Bezin, and seized upon his capital, Tiglath-Pile- 
ser received a visit from his Jewish ally, who 
^^ as so much pleased with a heathenish altar at 
Damascus that he procured a model of it, and, 
on his return to Jerusalem^ caused ^ similar one 
to b^ erected in Solomon's temple. Ahaz of- 
fered sacrifices both there and in various parts 
of the city to the Syrian deities, till his death 
put a stop to those flagrant impieties, in the 
thirty-sixth year of his age, and the sixteenthof 
his reign. 

The political state of Israel was in no case 
more felicitous than that of Jx^dah, as the revo- 
lution at the death of Pekah occasioned a kind 
of anarchy th?U; continued almost nine years, 
during which Hosea, the regicide, found it a 
difficult task to retain the ijiadem ; but at the 
e:xpiration of that time he began to reign more 
peaceably. 

-n p Hezekiah, on his accession to the go- 
726 vernment, clearly perceived the source 
• of Judah's calamities, and immediately- 
exerted himself to remedy the growing evil. He 
'accordingly opened the temple, which his ini- 
quitous predecessor had caused to be shut^ and 
repaired thither at the head of his nobler, to 
make suitable offerings for the sins of th^ na- 
tion. He then sent circular letters throughout 
the country, inviting his subjects of every de- 
scription to presellt themselves before the Al- 
mighty at the ensuing celebration of the pass- 
over; and pathetically repriisenting to the ido- 
latrous Israelites the benefits v^'hRrh would Ju- 
fallibly result from their joining the great con- 
jgregafion at that solemn festival. . 

Such laudable conduct in the sovereign soon 

produced 
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produced ai visible effect on the populace, nho 
demolished every idolatrous monument that had 
been reared in Jerusalem, and thoroughly purged 
their metropolis before the appointed festival. 
The circular letter had so good an effect that 
the city was, crowded with people, not only 
from different parts of the kingdom but also' 
from the division of the Israelites. The solem- 
nity itself increased the public zeal, and all the 
relics of heathenish worship were treated with 
such contempt that even the brazen serpent set 
up by Moses in the wilderness was broken in 
pieces, because incense had been formerly of- 
fered to it by the self-deluded idolaters. 

Hezekiah, having effected this great reforma- 
tion, and provided for the maintenance of the 
priests, levites, and musicians, according to the 
law of Moses, was blessed by Providence with 
such success that he soon fouhd himself in a 
capacity to attack the Philistines, and actually 
wrested from them all they had acquired during 
the reign of Ahaz. 

Hoshea was, about the same time, employed 
in contriving the deHverance of his kingdom 
from the Assyrian bondage. But his measures 
were all frustrated by the policy of Shalmane- 
ser, who secured the land of Moab, ravaged 
that of Israel, and closely besieged Samaria, for 
the space of three years, when it was reduced, 
and all the kingdom forced to submit to his vic- 
torious arms. 
. Having levelled the metropolis with -o ^ 
the ground, exercised the most inhuma(B ;-' * 
cruelties upon the wretched inhabitants, ' ■ 
and laid waste all the country, the invaders re^ 
turned home richly laden with plunder, and ac- 
companied 
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compauied by the ill-fated king and a great 
number of his subjects, who acknowledge too 
late the justice of an o^'ended GvA, and the mei- 
lancholy effects * of their disobedience. Suck 
was the awful dissolution of the Israelitisb kiag«> 
dom, after it had existed two hundred and fifty*- 
four years independent of Judah. 
"g Q Hezekiah, by refusing to pay the tri- 
^' * hyute which the Assyrians bad extpi^^d 
from his predecessors, drew upon him- 
self so powerful an invasion that he was com/- 
pelled to apologize for his rash conduct, and tp 
promise due submission for the future. A mes- 
sage of this nature, accompanied with a profu- 
sion of costly presents, appeased Sennacherib so 
eflfectually that he immediately withdrew his 
forces upon condition of receiving an annuaJ tri- 
bute of thirty talents ofgold, and three hundred 
of silver. This dearly purchased respite was, 
however, of short duration, as the treacherous 
Assyrian sent his army, in a little time, against 
Jerusalem, under the command pf Rabsaris, Tar* 
tan, and Rabshakeh. 

In this emergency Hezekiah resolved to make 
the best preparation for a gallant defence, lie 
accordingly fortified the city, laid m a cood 
store of arms and provision, and caused airithe 
fountains in the environs to be stopped, and the. 
course of the. brook Gihon to be turned anotbef 
way, that the enemy might be distressed as 

* Many of the captives escaped into the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, where they renqunced their idolatrous practiccSi and 
became the subjects of. -Hezekiah ; others ftcd' for suo^ 
cour into Egypt ; and a. third division was sent by tb« As* 
Syrians from Cuthan to i ^people the land of Israel, and 
'*" were called Cuthcans. 

' much 
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much as possible for want of water. He then 
assembled all his chief officers, and earnestly ex- 
liorted them to rely upon God for deliverance, 
without suffering themselves to be dismayed at 
the number or strength of the besiegers. 

The king, being seized with a dangerous dis- 
order, was t;xhorted by the prophet Isaiah to '. 
set his allairs in order previous to his approach- 
ing dissolution. But this awful warning was so 
ungrateful to the royal invalid that, instead of 
complying with it, he addressed himself in the 
most pathetic terms jto God, earnestly request- 
ing that his life might be prolonged; till at 
length the Almighty sent back the prophet with 
an assurance that he should survive nis illness 
iifteeti years, and that he should soon be deli-, 
vered from his formidable enemies. As a con- 
firnifition of these gracious promises, the sun's 
shadow went backwards ten degrees upon the 
dial of Aliaz, and in the course of three days 
Ilezekiah was happily restored to health. 

The Assyrian generals ijow presented them- 
selves before the walls of Jerusalem, and de- 
manded a pai-ley. Ilezekiah, accordingly, ap- 
peared on the battlements attended by a prodi- 
gious concourse of peoplcj and Rabshakeh ad- 
dressed them in an insolent manner, uttering the 
most opprobrious language against the king, and 
even against the God of Israel, and threatening 
to reduce the kingdom to the most pitiable cdu- 
dition,'unl(pss they chose to avert the impending 
dMiiger by voluntarily becoming the prisoners of 
.Sevnacheril?. This haughty address was suc- 
ceeded* by a deep silence ; but the invaders were 
immediately compelled to march into their own 
country, to. defend their njaster's territories 
against theknig of Ethiopia. • 

Vol. II. Q '^Vi^ 
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The fears of the people^ however, were by no 
means calmed, as Sennacherib, previous to his 
departure frona Lachish, sent a letter to Heze- 
kiah, assuring hina that, if he still persisted in 
his refusal of submitting to captivity^ he would 
soon return with doublp fury against him, and 
make him repent his vain confidence in ai God, 
who would most assuredly prove as impotent 
against his resistless power as those of various 
other nations had hitherto proved. 

The king had no sooner perused this impious 
epistle than he weht up to the temple, and 
spread it before his Creator, earnestly praying 
ftat he would fulfil his recent promise, and vin- 
dicate his honoiiragainst the blasphemous wretch, 
who had dared to class his adorable name with 
those of the heathen idols. To these petitions 
the prophet Isaiah replied by inspiration that 
the Assyrians would certainly come against the 
city, but that God would espouse the cause of 
His people, and compel the insulting foe to re- 
tire with loss and disgrace to his own land, 
where he should perish by the sword. 

Sennacherib so6n returned to execute his 
threats upon the citizens of Jerusalem ; but, be- 
fore he had opened a single trench, or discharged 
an arrow against them, an hundred and eighty- 
five thousand of his soldiers were cut off in one 
night by a desti'oying angel. This judgment 
induced the haughty monarch to hasten back to 
his own capital*, where he was murdered soon 
after by two of his sons. 

This wonderful deliverance, on behalf of Ju- 
dah, transported Hezekiah beyond the hounds 
of prudence, and induced 'him to make an osten- 
tatious display of his wealth before the Babylo- 
nish 



jiisb ambassadors, -whom Merodach had sent to 
.congratulate him on his recovery, and to inquire 
particularly concerning the prodigy of the sun's 
retrogression. An action so impolitic was suc- 
ceeded by a message from God, importing that 
those very men, who had been now entertained 
with the sight of all his wealth and grandeur, 
should in a short time return to plunder the 
kingdom of all its ornaments, and even carry 
away some of the royal family, as captives, to 
their master. A denunciation which convinced 
the king so fully of his error that he acknowr 
ledged the mercy of Heaven in permitting him 
to die in peace. 

After a pious and equitable reign of twentyr 
pine years, Hezeki^h expired in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, and was buried with extraordir 
nary pomp in the ^r^ndest sepulchre of the sons 
of David. > ■ . 

Manasseh, his son and successor, was -g ^ 
but twelve years old when he ascended «' ' 
the throne, and from his unfortunate ac- 
cession we may date the downfiil of the king- 
dom and religion. \\Miellier he were naturally 
vicious, or deluded by the artifices of profligate 
counsellors, cannot now be easily determined; 
but his diabolical actions, and horrid sacrilege, 
exceeded those of his most wicked predecessors^ 
and he is justly deUneated in history as one of 
the most infamous and sanguinary tyrants that 
ever dishonoured the titles of royalty. IS'ot coui- 
tented with worshipping Baal, erecting altars to 
the sun, moon, and stars, and encouraging hi? 
.suhjectfito sacrifice their harmless infants to the 
idol Moloch, he introduced the vilest idolatries 
into the jten^ple, and set up a graven image in 
' '" Q2 the 
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the most holy place : as if he desired to drive 
the God of Abraham from his habitation, and to 
disclaim all the blessings that had b^en promised 
to humble and obedient worshippers. 

Several af the prophets undertook to reprove 
these abominable crimes, and boldly asserted that 
both king and people \v6uld be chastised '^'itU 
the most exemplary rigour ; but their predic- 
tions only served to exasperate Manasseh against 
them, and induced hi/n to add the most infa- 
mous cruelties to his former wjckedness. As 
many as presumed to express the slightest dis- 
content under his government were instantly 
doomed to death ; and Jerusalem vraB literally 
deluged with the mingled blood of prophets, 
priests, and nobles. Providence, however, put 
a stop to his tyrannical proceedings, by deli- 
vering him into the hands of Jthe Assyrians, who 
loaded him with chaii>s, a.nd carried him to Ba- 
bylon, where he was thrown into a dungeon by 
order of Esar-Haddon, king of Assyria, who had 
some years before obtained possession of Baby- 
lon, and was noW sole monarch over both em- 
pires. 

This melancholy reverse of fortune produced 
a genuine repentance in the breast of the king 
of Judah, whose heart-rending sighs, and ear- 
nest supplications for mercy, obtained a happy 
deliverance from that God who " delighteth not 
in the death of a sinner.'^ tlovv long his impri- 
sonment continued, and by what means his 
freedom was obtained, are now unknov\ n ; but 
it appears that from the greatest sinner he be- 
came the most humble penitent, and one of llit* 
bestof monarchs. 

On hi3 return to the metropolis he exerted 

himself 
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himself ^o re|iK)Te all cause of complaint from 
nis subjects, by cleansing the temple, kjstorjnff 
the ancient service, fortifying the city, and ae- 
molishing the idols, groves, and altars, which he 
had reared in open defiance to the Divine law. 
Having eMccted this needful reformation, he en- 
joyed the regal dignity thirty-three years after 
li is emancipation from captivity, and died peace- 
ably in the sixty -seventh year of his a^e. His 
remains were interred in his own garden, pro- 
bably by his command, as his former atrocities 
had rendered him unworthy of the sepulchre 
of his ancestors. 

At the accession of Amon, the worship j. ^ 
of God was performed with its pristine ^* ' 
splendour and purity, and the generality ^* 
of the people had triumphed over the demoli- 
tion of their senseless idols ; but so infatuated 
"ivas this young prince that he gave himself up 
to all the gross impieties of the heathen, &ndexr 
hibited convincing proofs that he designed to 
surpass the early debaucheries of his father ; on 
W'hich account some of his chief officers assassi- 
nated him in the palace before he had' reigned 
two years. The citizens, however, rose in arms 
to revenge his murder, and bestowed the crowri 
iipon his son Josiah. 

The universal depravity, which had overrun 
the kingdom during the short reign of Amon, 
required no less than a miracle to reform it; 
^vhen Josiah, who was but eight years old, took 
the reins of government. But as it had been 
foretold, above three hundred years before, that 
he should work a greater reformation than had 
been ever efTected in the land, the most san- 
guine expectations were conceived by the true 
Q 3 worihip' 
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worshippersof God respecting the effects of his 
administration. 

•g Q Having advised with his pious consel- 
^' ' lors concerning his great design, and the 
most prudent method of accompHshi ng it, 
he issued out orders, in the sixteenth year of his 
age, for the destruction of all idols, and the pol- 
lution of all places, where his deluded suhjects 
had offered incense contrary to the law of Moses. 
The graven images, altars, aird other objects of 
superstition, were accordingly burnt to ashes, 
or thrown into the river Kidron : the groves and 
high places were strewed with dead men's 
bones; and all the priests who had assisted at 
any unlawful ceremony were for ever excluded 
from their former functions aiid privile<;es. The 
Jiing, having witnessed the execution of his or- 
ders in Jerusalem, repaired to the Mount of 
Olives, where he demolished the altars that had 
been erected by his predecessors, together with 
those in the valley of Hinnom. Thence he pro- 
ceeded to Bethel, and destroyed the golden 
calf which Jeroboam, the first king of Israel, 
had set up. In short he made a circuit throijgh 
both kingdoms, and returned to his metropolis 
with the satisfaction of having thoroughly purged 
them from every kind of uncleanness. 

He then exerted himself to repair, in the 
most 'expeditious manner, the dilapidations of 
the temple ; commanded the celebration of the 
passover to be observed with the utmost solem- 
nity; expelled wizards and necromancers from 
his dominions ; instituted courts of judicature in 
every convenient place ; and charged the magis- 
trates, priests, and Levites to enforce obedience 
to the divine laws, both by precept aud;,example. 

Josiah 
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Josiah had swayed the ,sceptre orer Jadah 
thirty-one years in profouhd peace, when Pha- 
raoh-Necho advanced against the Babyloniaujr, 
as far as the city of Carchemish upon the Etu 
phrates. The king immediately assembled k 
powerful army, and marched to the valley of 
Megiddo. Here the Egyptian endeavoured tb 
dissuade him from his rash enterprise, by dis- 
claiming the idea of committing any hostilities 
on the Jews ; but Josiah, unmindful of his re«- 
monstrances, immediately commenced an at- 
tack, and received a wound, of which he died at 
Jerusalem in the thirty -ninth year of his ige. 

Jehoahaz, the youngest son of Josiah, 06iii^ 
exalted to the throne by a powerful faction, be- 
gan to give such eiirly proofs of his ijiiquitous 
intentions that the prophet Jeremiah was sent 
to warn him of an awful chastisement, tvhl^h 
would assuredly follow his continuance ip. im- 
piety. This intimation, however, was totally 
disregarded, and the thoughtless prince per- 
sisted in his folly, till Pharaoh-Necho dethroned 
him in the third month of his reign ; and, hav- 
ing transferred the sceptre to his elder brother, 
on condition of receiving an annual tribute, car- 
ried him into Egypt, where he ended his day^ 
according to the prediction of Jeremiah. 

So signal a pfoof of divine displea^re did not 
deter Jehoiakim from treading in the steps df ^ 
his unfortunate brother, or the people from iihi- 
tating his reprehensible conduct. Jeremiafi 
was therefore commissioned to denounce the 
most severe judgments against the kingdom, un- 
less they immediately acknowledged and re- 
formed their abominable practices. But instead 
of profiting by his counsel, the illjudging multi- 
tude seized him as a sower of sedition, and ont 
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who was guilty of death. This malicious accu- 
sation^ however, was set aside by the nobles ; 
aiid the prophet found a powerful patroii ia 
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, who had formerly 
been in great authority under Josiah. 

Four years after this transaction the Babylo- 
nish captivity was foretold by Jeremiah ; who 
also commanded Baruk to write from his mout^i 
the tenor of God's threatenings against his im- 
penitent people, and to read them publicly in 
the temple on a solemn fast. Baruk obeyed ; and 
some ot the courtiers, having taken the roll from 
liim, carried it to the king, who no sooner under- 
stood the nature of its contents than he flung it 
into the fire. The prophet was then commanded 
to write the same denunciation again, and Jc- 
lioiakim's impiety was punished soon afterward 
by the arrival of the Babylonish army. 

Nebuchadnezzar, having defeated the king of 
Egypt at Carchemish, marched directly against 
Jerusalem, which was soon reduced by his vic- 
torious arras. The temple was immediately de- 
spoiled of its richest on.aments, the royal palace 
was rifled, the most hopeful young princes were 
destined to serve at Babylon in the capacity of cu- 
jjuchs, and all the choicest youths of the city 
were carried into captivity. Jehoiakim was per- 
mitted to remain as a kind of viceroy over his 
ov\ n kingdom, in consequence of his submission 
and promise of a yearly tribute. But, at the 
expiration of three years, he renounced his en- 
gagements, and drew upon himself the heaviest 
efiects of Nebuchadnezzar's resentment. Jiidea 
was immediately overrun by hostile troops ; up- 
ward of three thousand inhabitants were made 
prisoners, and Jehoiakim's murdered body wps 
ief^unburied without the gates of his capiul. 
1^ Jehoiachin 
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Jelioiacliin next assumed the crown of j^ p 
Judah, but his actions were §o displeasing ' * 
to the Almighty that his government was 
cut off in its very beginning. He had not reigned « 
three months before he ^vas alarmed by the ap- 
ijroach of Nebuchadnezzar, who sent him and 
his whole court captive to Babylon, stripped 
the temple, palace, and treasury the S6cond 
time, and set Zedekiah upon the throne, after 
compelling him tp promise a certain tribute, and 
to take an oath of fealty. 

This new monai'ch, %vho was the son of Jo-> 
siah, and uncle to Jehoiachin, proved as un- 
mindful of the recent judgments and as irrelir 
gious as any of his predecessors. He, however, 
retained possession of his kingdom some years ' 
by his re^lar payment of the stipulated tri- 
bute; during which time he received embassies 
from the kings of Moab, Ammon, Edom, Tyre, 
and Sidon. But he was at length persuaded tQ 
shake off the Babylonish yoke, and, by that 
means, hastened the total destruction of Jerusar- 
lera ; as Nebuchadnezzafr immediately advanced 
at the head of a numerous army. Wasted the 
country, seized upon the most important for- 
tresses, and laid close siege to the metropolis. 

Zedekiah now perceived the fatal consequence 
of his rash enterprise, and sent to consult the 
prophet Jeremiah, whose counsel he had hithertg 
slighted ; but the approach of Pharaoh-Hophrii, 
compelling tlie invaders to raise the siege, he 
began to suppose the danger was past. This 
mistaken opinion, however, was Soon confuted 
by the return of Nebuchadnezzar, and the sub- 
sequent scarcity of provision. During this last 
siege, Jeremiah earnestly exhorted the king to 

avert 
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avert the impending ruin by timely submission > 
but, instead of adopting tiiiis expedient, he at- 
tempted to make his escape by night, and was 
taken by the enemy, together with his guards 
^nd nobles. Nebuchs^dnezzar glutted his re- 
venge upon the ill-fated prince, by causing his 
children to be massacred before him, and then 
ordering 'hi;s eyes to be put out, that no object 
might obliterate the impression of that terri6c 
scene ; and soon after this calamity he was sent 
to Babylon, where he died in close confinement. 
jD p The Jewish capital, after hojding out 
588 * ^^^ ^^^ years and a half against the most 
• ' strenuous exertions of the besiegers^ and 
the melancholy eilects of a grievous famine^ was 
at length entered by the Chaldeans on the Ilth 
of the fourth month, answering to our 27th of 
July, in the yeaj- of the world 3416. The city 
was immediately pillaged of all its treasure, the 
sumptuous edifice erected to the God of Israel 
reduced to ashes, the fortifications were ut- 
terly demolished, and the greater part of the 
buildings levelled with the ground; while the 
unhappy Jews were led in triumph to Babylon, 
except some few of the lower order, who were 
left to cultivate the land. The prophet Jere- 
miah, however, procured his liberty, and was 
permitted to reside with Gedaliah, whom Ne- 
buchadnezzar had left as governor over the 
miserable remnant of Judah. 

Such was the melancholy catastrophe of the 
Jewish monarchy, after it had stood three hun- 
dred and eighty-eight years from the revolt of 
the ten tribes ; and one hundred and thirty- 
foar from the excision of the Israelitish com- 
monwealth. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

THE HISTORY OF, THE JEWS, FROM THEIR RE- 
TURN FROM THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY, 
TO THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY 
TITUS VESPASIAN. 



SECT. II. 

From the Return out of Babylon to. the Death of 
Nehemiah. 

THE Jews, having remained seventy ^ ^ • 
years in captivity, according to the ^oV' 
prediction of Jeremiah, were at length 
permitted, by the decree of Cvrus, to return 
their native land, and to rebuild that sacred edi- 
fice, which had been ever regarded as the iiii- 
mediate habitation of God, till reiterated crimes 
provoked his vengeance, and induced him to 
leave it defenceless to the enemy. 

The king's edict was no sooner made public 
than the chiefs of Judah and Benjamin, together 
with the priests and Levites, assembled, iu order 
to revisit their beloved countay. Their example 
was imitated by all* those who had a zeal for 

* It mast be observed that the men of Israel and Judab 
were blended together^ from this time, under the name o£ 
Je^BuXi as many .person^ of the ten tribes took ihis oppoz- 
tunity of rctuisiog iq ;bs \wdl^ of ti^ci; iofcfaibcc}, 
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the God of Israel : and even those who preferred 
a residence ill Babylon to the purposed removal, 
cheerfully furnished their brethren with such 
articles as were requisite either for their journey, 
or for the building of the temple and city. 

The number of those who returned, under 
theoonduct of Zerubbabel and Joshua the high 
priest, amounted to forty -two thousand three 
hundred and sixty, beside their servants of both 
sexes, who were in all seven thousand three 
hundred and thirty-seven. Mention is also made 
of two hundred men and women singers, four 
hundred and thiity-five camels, seven hundred 
and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty- 
five mules, and six thousand veven hundred assies. 

By this account the reader may see how siuaJi 
the number was of those who returned, in com- 
parison to those who chose to continue in Baby- 
lon. Even of the priests only four classes re- 
turned ; but thc^, immediately after their ar- 
rival, subdivided themselves in such a manner 
as tf> make up tht original number of twenty- 
four. The Levites, singers, and other oificerj 
of the temple, took up their abode in or near Je- 
rusalem, that they might wait on the service of 
their God, by raising his altar, and prepaiing 
all things against the first solemnity ; while the 
rest of the people were occupied in planning 
their future habitations, or in searching for such 
of their brethren as Nebuchadnezzar had left in 
the circumjacent country. 

On the first day of the month, Tishri, the new 
year was proclaimed by the sound of the trum- 
pet ; the loth of the same month was the grand 
fast of expiation ; and the 1 5th ushered iu tUa 
i cast of tabernacles, which was celebrated with, 
the usual solemnities. 

It 
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It was now unanimously resolved to comnlenccf 
the important task of rebuilding the temple: a 
tofentary contribution, therefore, was made by 
^ajeh individual arcording to his ability ; timber 
was procured, and workmen hired, to execute 
the design with ^11 possible dispatch. 

In the second month of the following ^ ^ 
year, the foundation ^tas laid with great '. ' 
Solemnity in the presence of the gover- 
nor, the high priest, and all the congregation ; 
while the air resounded with vocal and instru- 
mental music, and the contemplation of God's, 
mercy produced loud and frequent acclama- 
tions. These expressions of rapturous delight, 
however, were by no'theans general: as many 
bf the priests and Levites, who had seen the 
^mptuous temple that was destroyed with their 
unhappy citv> could not forbear uttering the 
most sorrowful lamentations, while they con^i^ 
dered the inferiority of the present plan. 

The Samaritans, whom ^l&ar-Haddon, king of. 
Assyria sent from Cuthath to re-people the 
country, from which he had carried the ten 
tribes of Israel, now tendered their assistance to-; 
i?rards the completion of the new building. But 
when the Jews declined fheir proposal, alleging 
that it would be a dishonour to their nation tti 
adotit stranger.*? to a participation of their worky 
thi^se pretended friends were suddenly changed^ 
into the most implacable enemies, and eagerly' 
embraced every opportunity of vilifying and 
distressing their n6w neighbours. 

In consequence of their malicious suggestions^ 
the Jews were represented fo Cyrus as a rebel- 
lious nation, who would soon estaWish an inde« 
pendent monarchy, and shake off their allegi- 
VoL. IL R ^vift% 
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ince to his crown, unless forbidden to proceed; 
with their building. The work was accordingly. 
stopped, in a great measure, during the renmin- 
ing five years of Cyrus's life, and the reign of 
his successor. 

On the decease of Cambyscs, and the acces- 
sion of one of the Magi, these accusations were 
renewed, and a decree was granted to put a <o/a/ 
stop to the work, which had been hitherto slowly 
carried on, amidst various insults and obstruc- 
tions : and, when this decree was rendered void 
by the death of the usurper, the Jews were so 
effectually discouraged that they did not evince 
the least desire to resume their enterprise, till a 
great dearth was sent upon their land as a pu- 
nishment ibr their indolence and ingratitude. 
The prophet Ilaggai upbraided thcui upon tiiis 
aGc*6unt, and assured them that, if they now 
applied themselves zealously to the v ork, G(»d 
wowWnot only bless their exertions, but would 
^1m make the glory of the second temple exccrd 
that of the ftrst. These promises had the de- 
sired effect^ aAd'thc people chcerfally devoted 
their labockrs to the erection of the sacred fane, 
under the guidance of Haggai and Zcchariah. 

The envious Samaritans, emboldened by the 
success of theic £^^mer misrepresentations, ap- 
plied to Tatnain governor of Syria and Palestine, 
informing him of the rapid progress which the 
J^ws began to make in their building, and 
warning him of the evil consequences that would 
hereafter result from the increiisjng strength of 
thattinrulv people. The governor immediately 
repaire<i to Jerusalem, and demanded by what 
authority jtt^enirurk was carried on. Zerubbabel 
alid Jjtraua readify^answercd, b}' adverting t<^ 

the 
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the decree of Cyrus, and producing the sacred* 
vessels which that monarch had graciously re- 
stored for the express purpose of renewing the 
ancient worship. Tatnai having received so 
unequivocal an answer, deemed it expedient to 
refer the business to his royal master; and D^* 
rius, on the discovery of the edict in the palate 
of Ecbatan, issued out a decree, by which all the 
grants of the former were ratihed, and a severe 
penalty annexed against such persons as should 
presume to obstruct or contravene it. 
• This important decree* was no sooner ^ q 
communicated to the Jews than the tern- <Jq * 
pie began to rise apace, and in the course 
of three years it Wfis happily iinished. The de^ 
dication was celebrated with e<)ual joyand so- 
lemnity, and an abundance of sacrifices were 
offered in token of gratitude and adoration to 
him who had vouchsafed to deliver his people 
from captivity, and to bring them once more to 
his holy mountain. 

From this time they enjoyed a profound peaccf 
under their royal patron Darius, and Xerxes 
his successor ; and in the refgn of Artaxerxes; 
the husband of Esther, they received a beneficial 
visit from Ezra, a learned and zealous Jew of 
the house of Aaron, who obtained an ampler* 
commission to return to h\i native country with 
as many of his nation as were desirous of accom« 
panying him. 

On his arrival at Jerusalem he delivered 

* In memory of this decree, which was announced at 
Shu&han, the Jews gave the name of Shushan to the Msiern 
gate of the outer icm^le wall, and set up a bas-relief •( 
that metropolis over it, which remained till the time of 
Vespasian. -* 

R2 some 



some offerings from the Persii^n monarch and! 
nobles to the priests^ and sent to acquaint tlie 
governor of pyria and Palestine that the kin^ 
|iad empowered him to reform or regii^ate all 
matters, whether of church or state. He then 
appointed judges and magistrates/ wh<^ mighi 
take cognizance of all ofiences^ and inflict such 
punishments as were agreeable to the law of 
Moses ; collected and set forth a correct editioi| 
of the sacred books^ restored the worship of the 
temple to its ancient form before the captivity, 
)Bipd revised the Jewish liturgy, lie is also sup- 
posed to have changed the old Hebrew charac* 
ter for the more beautiful and commodious ChaU 
^ean, and to h^ve inserted such clauses in the^ 
sacred history as were necessary for the expla. 
nation or illustratiop^ of the original text. He 
continued |n tfie fait^fiil discharge of Jbis au-i 
thority thirteen years, when Nehemiah received 
a commission to succeed him* Josephus as^. 
serts that he was buried in Jerusalem; but 
other Jewis^i writers affirm th^ he returned 
into Persia, and died there in the hundred and 
twentieth y^ar of his age. 

Nehemiah^ having arrived at Jerusal;im with 
full power to repair and adorn both the city and 
temple, which were then in a dilapidated con- 
dition, assembled the heads of the people, and 
told them be wpi^ld immediately put his com- 
mission in force. He accordingly gave direc- 
tions for the building of the city wall, and at- 
tended the workmen so closely that their tasks 
"worecompletcd in fifty-two days, notwithstand- 
ing the opposition of some treacherous Jews, 
who, at the instigation of Sauballat, governor of 
3amaria^ endeavoured to discourajge them by 

various 
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▼arioaR methods/ and finally obliged them to 
arm in defence of their undertaking. 

The governor^ understanding, in the prose- 
cution of this work, that the poorer class, who; 
bore the greatest share of the labour, had been 
so impoverished by continual extortions before 
his arrival that they had been compelled Uy 
mortgage their lands, sell their children, and 
submit to a variety of hardships, upbraided thcf 
Jewish rulers in the Everest terms for their co- 
vetousnessand inhumanity, and exerted himself 
so successfully in the cause of injured innocence 
that the wants of the builders were obviated," 
and their murniurings ushed to silence. The 
malicious intentions of the Samaritans also proved 
abortive; and the dtxiication of the wall wasce-* 
lebrated by the priests and Levites with the 
usual solemnities. 

As Jerusalem was, at this time, but tliinly in- 
habited, most of the Jews having fixed their 
residervce in the adjacent country, Nchemiah 
found it indispensably necessary to settle a 
greater number of people within the walls. He, 
at first, prevailed on the higher class to build 
houses there, by which means they might avoid 
the thieves and banditti who infested the other 
parts of the land. He then agreed to accept all 
who chose to settle there, and finally took eve- 
ry tenth family by lot ; so that the city, being 
well built, fortified, and peopled, began to re* 
sume some appearance of its pristine lustre. 
• Having thus provided for the safety of JeruW 
salem, Nehemiah turned his thoughts to thet 
felicity of its inhabitants, which, he was well 
aware, would either increase or diminish in pro- 
portion to their obedionce. He, therefore, ex- 
K 3 torted 



ported froin them a general confession of tfiei'r 
•Ins, and a solemn vow Iq rectify whatever was 
amiss in future ; causing a collection to be made^ 
at the same time, for the service of the temple : 
to which he himself generoiisly gave a thousand 
drachms of gold, fifty dishes, and five hundred 
^d thirty-two sacerdotal vestments. 

These arrangements being made, and the te- 
©or of his commission completed, he returned 
according to his promise into Persia, after pos- 
sessing the government of Jpdea twelve years. 

Sue/} exemplary virtue, resolution, and munir 
ficence, united in the person of a governor, 
might have beep reasonably supposed produc- 
tive of much pious emulation ; but he had nQ 
sooner quitted the city than sonie abuses began 
to creep into the church and commonwealth, 
and increased with such dreadful rapidity that, 
in less than five years, the temple was shame- 
fully polluted ; and the sabbath so totally disre^ 
farded that the people thresheci their corn, 
artered with the Tyrians, and exposed their 
mercantile wares to sell on that day, in prefer- 
ence to any other of the week ; notwithstanding 
the frequent and earnest remonstrances of thre^ 
considerable prophets^ .Haggai, Malachi, and 
Zechariah. 

On Mehemiah*s return, however, those abuses 
were corrected ; the public worship, which had 
been intermitted* was fully restored; and fre- 
quent expositions of the Holy Scriptures were 
enforced, not only in Jerusalem, but in all other 
|»rts of Judea. 

The length of his life after this reformation^ 
and the place of his death, gre^qually unknown, 
josephus ^wever asserts tb^t he died in an ad- 

vanced 



rtnc'ed age. His character was rendered ilhifl» 
trioiu by hi9 zeal for religion, and the good of 
im conntryn^en ; and the dignity of his office 
was ffiipported by his magnificent bospHali^. 

After his decrease the government was entireTy 
changed ; and Judea seems.to have been joinefl 
to the prefecture of Syria, from which t^e hi^hr 
priests receped their authcM-jty, " 



SPCT. II. 



The History qf the Jewi under the High Priafi$ 
and Mftdcfibeei, 

A S. no fxirther accounts are given of -g p 
jfX ^he Jewish nation in the canonical '' 
books, the sequel of thei|r history must of 
necessity be founded pn those of the Macc^ 
bees, with the assistanpe of such ii|tenigence aa 
may be drawn from Jpsephus. 

Judea being now sqbject to the prefecture of 
3yria, and the administration of the Jewish afHiiri 
intrusted by the governors to the high-priests^ 
the greatest part of those misfortunes that ensued 
may be justly attril^ted to a set pf meii who as- 
pired to the pontifical dignity, more throuj^h mo« \ 
tives of avarice and ambition than any zeal for V 
their religion^ or the welfare of their brethren. :\, 

About the thirty-fourth year of Artaxerxes ' v 

Mnemon, Joiada was succeeded in the high* ^ 

priesthood by his son Johanan. Sometimcfai^ 
ter his investiture, he received a visit iit>m hts i 

jbrother Jeshu^, who asserted that |lagqses^ th« ; 
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governor of Syria^ had promised to transfer ihp 
ficred dignity to him. A dispute immediately 
ensued, and Jeshua was unfortunately slain ia 
the interior court of the temple. Bagoses, re- 
ceiving intelligence of this accident, upbraided 
the Jews severely with defiling the habitation of 
their God, and imposed a heavy line upon the 
pontiff, which was not taken off till the death of 
Artaxerxes changed the face of affairs. The 
Jews were, however, by no means free from 
trouble in the reign of his successor; for Ochus, 
having subdued the greatest part of Pncenicia, 
carried his victorious arms into Judca ; rtduced 
Jericho, and sent a great number of the iuhabi- 
tauts into captivity. Ten years after this event 
Johanan died, and was succeeded by his son 
Jaddiia. 

The fidelity of the Jews to Darius the third, 
exemplified in their refusal of granting a supply 
of provistcms to his enemy, drew upon them the 
resentment of Alesiander the Great : but the im- 
pending; danger was turned aside by the submis- 
sive behaviour of the priests ; and the victorious 
prince, on his entering Jerusalem, commanded a 
profusion of sacrifices to be offered to the God of 
Israel* On his return to Alexandria, he settled 
a great number of Jews among his own subjects, 
and admitted them to an equal participation of 
all privileges and liberties. He was, indeed, 
highly provoked at the refusal of the Jewish 
soldieVs to assist in rebuilding the temple uf Be- 
]qs; but their invincible constancy triumphed 
over his anger, and he generously sent thorn 
back to their native country. About four years 
after Alexander's decease, Jaddua left the pon- 
tifical dignity to bia son Ooias. 

Upon 
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Upon the diTisio^ of the Mqiceidoi^ian einpire, 
Palestine became subject to all the revolutipn^ 
and wars which Alexander's successors waged 
/against each other; being successively invaded 
and oppressed by the Syrians and Egyptians/ ^ 
was at first given to Jl.eomedon the Mityleniai) ; 
but soon after inyaded by Ptolemy, who took tliQ 
capital on a sabbath day> and carried nearly one 
hundred thousand prisoners to Egypt : but thq 
consideration of their loyalty to their for- j. p 
mer conquerors, and the strict regard they „ * • ' 
paid to their oaths, induced him to entrust ' 
tffcm with the care of several considerable gaf? 
risons, and to confirm those privileges which hvl 
been granted to their nation by Alexander. 

The Egyptian monarch was soon com- ^ ^ 
pelled to resign the possession of Judea «*,q * 
to Antigonus, who marched against hiip ^ • ' 
with a powerful army. He, however, contrived 
to reserve the cities of Aa, Samaria, Joppa, and 
<5aza, and carried off an immense treasure, be^ 
sides a multitude of inhabitants, whom he settleif 
in Alexandria. His generous behaviour towards* 
this people proved so alluring that vast numbers 
flocked to his intended metropolis from all parts 
jof Judea and 3amariaj preferring his govern- 
pient in a foreign country to the perpetual re- 
volutions which they experienced in their own. 

The laudable generosity of this prince was 
imitated by Seleucus, who indulged the Jews 
with much the same privileges in Lesser Asia 
as his competitor granted them in Egypt. 

Soon after the recovery of Judea by t» f* 
Ptolemy Spter, the Jewish high-priest Z^^* 
i^imon died in the ninth year of his pon- " 
tificate. The sanctity of his ijaanners, and the 

ji^tegrity 
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integrity of his actions, had acquired him thef^ 
surname of " the Just ;" and his laudable exer*> 
tioDs ior the benefit of the natipn have immor-. 
talised his character as a governor. He repaired, 
and fortified the temple and city ; caused a cis-. 
tern to be made in Jerusalem of such capacious 
dimensions that the author of Ecclesiasticus 
ponipares it to a sea ; and rendered the most es*. ;> 
sential service to the worshippers of God, by. K 
finishing the canon of the Old Testament. lie. J 
left an infant ison named Onias, whose uncle 
Eleazer was substituted high-priest in his stead. 
^ Q Ptolemy Philadelphus, on his accession 
q' * to the throne of Egypt, resolved to con- 
V firm those franchises which his father had, 
granted to the Jews ; and, being solicitous to ob* 
tain a copy of their sacred books to be translated 
into Greek, and deposited in his noble library 
at Alexandria, he strove to oblige them with 
many proofs of signal friendship. 

Some other contending monarchs evinced an 
equal desire to ingratiate themselves with the 
Jews, particularly Antiochus Theos, who grant- 
ed to those of Ionia the same privileges with the 
Greeks. The prince maintained a sanguinary 
war agaiiLst Philadeiphus^ but in the reign of 
J*toIemy Evergetes he was dispossesited of the 
provinces of Syria and Cilicia, besides other 
cities of Asia. Evergetes, on his return from 
these conquests, visittfd Jerusalem, and offered a 
great number of sacrifices in acknowledgment 
of his success. 

■^ Q At the death of Eleazer, the high-priest- 

243 ' ^*^^ ^^'^^ assumed by INIanasscs, the uncle 

of Simon the Just, who left it to Oiiias in 

the thirty-sixth year of Ptolemy Philadclphus. 

The 
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The danger to which the Jewish state was re- 
duced, by the sordid avarice of this pontiff, has 
l)eeQ already shown in the history of Egypt^ 
His sou and successor, Simon, was justly celc* 
bratcd for his piety, zeal, conduct, and resolu- 
tion ; all of which were severely tried in the 
first year of his pontificate, as the Samaritans 
eagerly embraced every opportunity of wreak- 
ing their malice on the Jewish nation. 

Ptolemy Philopater, having in the mean time 
succeeded to the throne of Egypt, was in immi- 
nent danger of losing Palestine^ by the treason- 
able practices of Theodore, governor of Phoe- 
nicia, who had engaged to deliver that province 
into the hands of Antiochus. The plot was dis- 
covered ; but Antiochus resolved to lead his 
forces into Galilee, and actually took several 
considerable cities on both sides of the Jordan. 
Ptolemy, on the other hand, assembled a power- 
ful army ; and, next spring, compelled the in- 
vader to relinquish all fiis acquisitions. 
. The Jews immediately came forward to con- 
gratulate the victor on his success, and were re- 
ceived by him m ith many marks of favour. He 
soon after went to Jerusalem, where he offered 
a great number of victims, and made some con«. 
siderable presents to the temple. But having : 
conceived an unconquerable desir6 to penetrate ; 
into the interior parts of that sacred edifice, he^ ( 
incurred the indignation of the Almighty, who \ 
smote him with such a terror of niind, while he* * 
was forcing a passage through the priests, that * 
he was carried out, half dead, by his attendants.i 
This judgment was, however, so far fromibring-: 
ing him to a due senna of his impious presump- 
tion that he quitted Jerusalem with all the ran- 
cour 
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cour of coafirm^d hatred,, and sootl Ux^ aii op- 
portUQity of expressing his diaboUcal resentment 
in a most dreadful persecution agatn^ the Jews, 
who were at length delivered by the immediate 
interference of Divine Providence*. 
-D Q On the decease of Philopater, his two 
204 * c®™p6^^^"v Antiochus the Great and 
* Philip of Macedon tinited their forces to^ 
dispossess the young Epiphanes of his whole 
kingdom. On this occasion, the Jews departed 
from their. wonted loyalty, and submitted to An- 
tiochus, who made a quick progress into Judea^ 
and rewarded the voluntary services of the in- 
habitafnts with many extraordinary favours. 

Three years after this eventy the high-priest 
Simon died ; and was succeeded by Onias the 
third, a nran of great piety, clemency, and pru- 
dence. In the eighth year of this pontiff, the 
Jews were deprived of a powerful friend, by the 
assassination of Aurtiothus ; but his son Seleucus* 
continued to patronise them for some time, and 
furnished all the expences of their diurnal ofter- 
ings out of his own treasury. Judea flourished 
in peace and plenty ; the Mosaic laws were duly 
venerated ; and the generality of the people en- 
joyed the incomparable blessings of content, tiJl 
an unfortunate oreach between Onias and Si- 
Won, the governor of the temple, introduced a 
sieries of vexations and calamities. 

The cause of this misunderstanding does not 
appear ; but the covtest, whatever it was, grew 
to such a height that Simon resolved to revenge 
himselfby the most unlawfal means, and accord- 
ingly hastened to inform ApoUonius, the gover- 

* Vi^ velt I. ptgc t^a* 
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nor of Ooelo-Syria and Palestine/that the feinple 
of Jerusalem contained immense treasures/ which 
might be seized at pleasure for the king's use.^ 
£leleucus was immediately apprised ; and Heli-^ 
odorus was commissioned to fetch the valuables? 
from the high-priest. 

Heliodorus was treated at Jerusalem x> p 
with every mark of respect ; and received 'r.' 
for answer to his inquiries that there was ' ' 
indeed a considerable treasure in the temple^ 
consisting of the sacred utensils^ and certain sum? 
of money which had been deposited therefor 
the widows and orphans of the Jewish communi- 
ty: but when the messenger insisted Opon re. 
moving this property in obedience to the royal' 
command, Onias resolutely declared that "he 
would never consent to its alienation from the 
right owners, to the disgrace of himself and of 
that holy place, which was reverenced by alJ 
the world. This remonstrance proving ineffec-^ 
tual, and the ministers of the temple having ex^ 
erted themselves in varn to oppose the execution 
4»f his design, the whole city was thrown into, 
consternation, and the gates were ordered to b^ 
broken down for the entrance of the Syrians - 
but God, at this critical moment, vouchsafed to 
defend his habitation from defilement, and smote' 
the presumptuous strangers with such a panic 
that they fell down halt dead. 

When Simon perceived the ill success of his* 
treacherous design, he endeavoured to enflame 
the minds of the Jews against their pontiff, 
whom he impudently charged with having in- 
vited Heliodorus to Jerusalem. This iniquitous 
assertion occasioned much pftrty prejudice, and 
some effusion of blood ; till^ at length; Onias 

Vol. IL S went 
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went to Antioch, aud laid his complaint before 
the king, who pronounced ' the sentence of 
banishment against hi& rival. 
. Antiochus Epiphanes was scarcely seated oa 
the throne betbre Jason, the brother ol' Onias, 
went to court, and procured the high-priesUiood, 
at the price of three hundred and fifty talents. 
Finding how acceptable this money was to the 
king, whose treasury was exhausted by thcJarge 
tribute paid to Rome, he offered him another 
sum of one hundred and fifty talents, for the li- 
berty of erecting a gymnasium at Jerusalem, 
>vith an academy for instructing youth after the 
Grecian manner; and for the power of making 
such Jews as he thought fit free of the city of. 
Antioch. Th«se. indulgences were readily grant-- 
ed ; and Jai^on, on his return, procured a power- 
ful party in opposition to that of his rival Onias.- 
. Haying erected the academies according to his 
design, he was joined by a number of persons, 
who, through a wanton inconstancy, became 
enamoured of the Grecian customs, and readily 
joined iu the most indecent exercises. Thi 
freedom of Antioch .was also considered as a va- 
luable privilege, and rapidly augmented the 
number of. his partisans. 

. Expecting to ingratiate himself more effectu- 
ally with Antipichus, he sent next year a consi- 
derable sum to be expended in sacrifices to the 
Syrian Hercules; apd, soon after, received the 
king at,Jeru:ialem with a magnific^euce propor- 
tionable to his ambition. His ill-acquired dignity 
>vas, howeyer, /Spon wrested from him by his 
brother Menglaus. 

B. C. This man having obtained the }4gh- 
^^72. priesthood by the most servile flaUen»is 
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and' an addition of three hundred talents to 
jthe price paid by Jason, returned exultingly 
to Judea, and raised a considerable number of 
adherents. The opposite party resolutely op- 
posed, and compelled him to retire to Antioch ; 
but, on his informing the king that he designed 
to abolish the Jewish religion, and conform en-t 
tirely to that of his country, Antiochus furnish- 
ed him with a body of troops, who soon com- 
pelled his enemies to quit Judea, and take sanc- 
tuary in the land of the Ammonites. 

But, while Menelaus was exerting himself to 
bring about a general apostacy from the true re- 
ligion, be neglected the payment of the money 
promised Antiochus, notwithstanding the press-^ 
ittg importunities of Sostratus, receiver of the 
customs in Palestine. Being at length com- , 
inanded to jrepair to Antiocli, and finding that 
nothing but ready money could recover the royal 
ffivour, he caused the temple to be pillaged of 
the golden :vessels, and s<)ld them at Tyre, to 
supply his present exigence and future extrava- 
gance. Onias, who had been confined to the 
capital of Antioch ever since his deposition, re- 
ceived, intelligence of this abominable sacrilege, 
and made such bitter complaints on the occasion 
that Menelaus deemed it advisable to provide 
fpr his own safety by the murder of the good 
old high-priest, who was, accordingly, sacrificed 
to his resentment, near the asylum of Daphne, 
in the vicinage of Antioch. 

This iiihuniiin cruelty, exercised on a person 
so venerable both for his age and piety, drew 
the public indignation on the assassin; and even 
the king was uo deeply ailected that he could 
not forbear weeping at the relation of the mur- 
. S2 dor. 
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ider. Andronicus''^ was, therefore, doomed to 
expiate his crime by death; but Menelaus, his 
jiniquitous employer, found means to avoid 
punishment, and to maintain his credit some 
time longer, by the large sums which Lysima* 
chus, his brother, and vicegerent, transmitted 
from Jerusalem. 

The unparalleled violences that were used to 
raise money excited a popular tumult^ in which 
the guards of Lysimachus were put to flight, and 
himself mass^red at iJi/» treasury of the temple! 
a deputation was then sent to Antiochus to jus- 
tify the people's rev^enge, and to accuse Mene- 
laus of the cfi.mes that had occasioned so much 
trouble both in Antioch and Judea ; but the ac-» 
cused party, having recourse to bribery, con- 
jtrived to avert the impending storm, andto pro- 
cure an order for the death of the deputies* 
whose powerful pleadings might have melted 
the hearts of barbarians. This infamous sentence 
was so displeasing to jbhe Tyrians that they 
honoured the bodies with a decent sepulture, 
though they^urst not openly disapprove of the 
tyrannical proceedings of the court. 
^ Jason, being informed that Antiochus had beea 
killed in Egypt, resolved to attempt the recovery 
of his dignity; and, accordingly, made bis a^)- 
pearance before the walls of Jerusalem, at tl\e 
head of a thousand men. Having obtained ad- 
mittance into the city, he revenged himself in 
the most sanguinary manner upon all whom he 

• Such was the power of corruption in the court of An- 
tioch that Aodronicus, one rf the prime n«Bleiy consenird 
to murder a pious and venerable man, for a ccrum pecuniar/ 
ijcwaid ^ivea by the traitor Menelaus, 

supposed 
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• 8«ipposed to have been of the adverse party; 
but the news of the king's approach soon coni«- 
pelled him to fly the country. Antiochus wa§ 
indeed advancing against the Jews, %J)0 ^^A 
made some rejoicings at the report of his death ; 
and on his arrival, he executed his cruel inten* 
tions so effectually that within three day's j. p 
forty thousand persons were inahsacred, 1 * 
and as many sold for slaves. Not content ' * ', 
with this dreadful vengeance, he forced his way 
into the most holy recesses of the temple, defiled 
the sacred vessels with his impious hands, and 
caused every valuable article to be seized for j 
his own use ; besides one thousand eight hun- / 
dred talents of gold and silver, which he took } 
from the treasury. He then bestowed the go- } 
veniment of Judea on a barbarous Phrygian, '. 
called Philip; and, having left the iniquitous \ 
^lenelaus in possession of the high -priesthood, 
returned triumphantly to Antioch. 

About two years ^fter these dreadful j. p 
^anisactions, the inhuman tyrant renewed . * * 
iws cruelties, by commissionmg Apoflonius 
t# enter Judea at the head of twenty thousand 
»^Idiors, to massacre all the male inhabitants, sc- 
cjire Che women and children for sale, and plun- 
der all the cities without distinction. Apollonius 
accordingly repaired to Jerusalem, and conceal- 
ed bis horrid design till the ensuing sabbiith ; 
bit, w^hen the citizens were all in profound quiet, 
or employed in the public worship of their Crea- 
tor,, he ordered his men to arms, and murdered 
those who fell in his way ; even the temple and 
synagogues were deluged with the blood of the 
congregations, and every species of barbarity was 
pc^rpetrated on an unfortuuate people, who tame- 
S3 "^^ 
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ly submitted to death rather than profane the 
sabbath by taking up arms in their own defence. 
Every part of the city was then pillaged, the 
walls jiyiolished, the most stately fabrics rase4 
to the ground, and most of the houses reduce^ 
to ashes. The temple was indeed permitted to 
stand, but its service was totally abandoned ; 
And the officers of Antiochus built a fo'rtreii^ 
opposite to it, so that they might easily ^ally out 
upon any persons who attempted to approach 
that polluted edifice. 

This persecution was not confined to the inha- 
bitants of Palestine, but extended to all persons 
of the Jewish faith within the king's dominions; 
a decree being issued t)ut for the abolition of their 
religion, under the severest penalties. There 
were indeed many, in different parts, who com- 
jplied with the royal injunction, and consented to 
worship the gods of the heathen, either from mo- 
tives of complaisance, self-love, or cowardice ; 
but, in Judea, the most intrepid firmness and 
heroic resolution baffled the artifices of the ty- 
rant's ministers, and triumphed over the modt 
execrable barbarities. 

Atheneas, a person well skilled in the hea- 
thenish rites, and justly branded for his cruelty, 
dedicated the temple of God to Jupiter Olynv 
pus, causing the statue of that idol to be erected 
on the altar of burnt offerings; and compclliijg 
the miserable Jews cither to offer up their adora» 
tions before it, or to endure the most exquisita 
torments. Altars, groves, and images, were 
also set up in the other towns of Judea, and tht 
inhabitants reduced to the same pitiable extre* 
luities. 

ny of the Jews now deemed it prudent to 

quit 
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f^Tslt their habitatioiis ; and, accordingly, retreat? 
ltd to the excavated rocks, where they subsisteij 
on herbs, wild roots, &c. Some of these veii- 
tured to assemble in a cavern near Jerusalein^ 
for the purpose of celebrating their sabbaths < 
but Philip, the governor, having received intet- 
Itgence of their design, caused them all to bepu* 
to the sword. 

' Antiochus hearing of the inflexibility of the 
nation, whom he earnestly wished to extirpatOj, 
and being exasperated at their boldness in qefyr 
ing his edict and punishments, resolved to visit 
Jerusalem, that his orders might be more rigidly 
executed, or the recusants tortured with more 
acuteness and ingenuity. 

Immediately on his arrival, he satisfied hisj 
curiosity by ocular demonstration ; and wasmuch 
surprised to behold the undaunted courage ©f 
those who suffered for the cause of religion j but 
no consideration could induce him to abandon 
his unreasonable fury> nor would he listen for a 
tnoment to the dictates of humanity. 

The first victim of his cruelty wasthe vene- 
r:ible Eleazcr, a man universally respected on s^-», 
count of his advanced age, extensive erudition^ 
known probity, and pious zeal. Being comraaniU 
ed to eat swine's flesh, he resolutely refused ; 
and when the ofilcers exhorted him to eat some 
T»n forbidden flesh, that the king might be deceiv-* 
ed, he answered with becoming fortitude that 
the most dreadful punishment was preferable U> 
a dissimulation so unworthy of his years, and so 
dar.gerous in its consequences. He was therefore 
dragged to execution ; and, when at the point of 
death, he exclaimed with aloud voice " Lord, 
thou knowe^r the agonies I endure in my body^ 
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but my soul rejoices in the idea of snfferinif 
patiently for thy hiw.** The seven brethren, 
whose martyrdom is related in the same book, 
were then brought before the tyrant, and succes- 
•ively doomed to the most exquisite tortures ; 
while they were encouraged with the hope of a 
glorious immortality by their pious mother, who 
was last of all sacrificed to the rage of Antiocbus, 
and died with unshaken intrepidity. 

Hitherto the Jews had suffered the most poig- 
nant afflictions in silent resignation, and submit- 
ted without resistance to the horrid barbarities of 
a tyrannical prince ; but the offended Deity now 
vouchsafed to espouse the cause of his wretched 
people, and inspired some of his chosen servants 
with sufficient value to attempt the deliverance 
of their brethren, the destruction of the hea- 
thenish idols, and the restoration of the primitive 
worship. 

Mattuthias, an eminent priest of the family of 
Joab, had retired to Modin, his native place (in 
order to avoid the sight of those impious irregu- 
larities which prevailed in the unfortunate me- 
tropolis), when Apelles, one 6f the king's of- 
ficers, came to exact the obedience of the inha- 
bitants to the royal connnund. Having assembled 
the people with Mattathias and his five sons, he 
addressed himself to the priest in such language 
as seemed most likcl}' to conciliate eslcetu, and 
promise the greatest advantages as the reward 
of prompt compliance: but Mattathias boldly re- 
plied he and his sons would continue in their 
obedience to God, though every other member of 
the Jewish nation should conform to the kinif's 
edict ; and added that no consideration should 
prevail on them to abandon the rclig-ous pructi' rs 



fii Ihcir ancestors. During this speech, the of- 
ficers had pursuaded some pusillanimous Jews to 
'licrifice their religion to their convenience, and 
Ikad ju«t prevailed on one to burn incense to aj^ 
ido]> when the old priest, calling to mijod the 
'Mosaic injunction, rushed upon the apostati^ • 
and slew him; while his sons, fired with the 
iame noble zeal, killed the king's ofticers, overr 
ihrew the idolatrous altar, and, running through 
the city, exhorted all who were zealous foy the 
iaw of God to follow them. Having by thig 
means collected a considerable number of adher^ 
i^nts, they withdrew to one of the deserts of 
Judea, in order to consult on jthe best means of 
providing for their defence. The recollection of 
those sutferings which had been recently incur- 
red by their ill -fated brethren, induced them U^ 
pass a resolution, with the advice and concurrence 
of certain learned priests and rulers, that for the 
^ture it should be lawful to bear arms, in theii* . 
own defence, on the sabbath day, if they were 
then attacked by the enemy. I'his decree was 
privately communicated to all the Jews in Pa^ 
lestine, and the adjacent countries ; who, from 
that period, prudently resolved to oppose their 
inveterate foes at all timies, and upon .aH oc- 
casions. 

Mattathias having received a strong re- ^ ^ 
inforccment from dill'erent parts oftbe"^' * 
«:ounlry, began to exert himself in the 
glorious cause he had undertaken. Such of ihp 
Jews as had apostatised from the true faith were 
♦either put to death or compelled to seek an asy^ 
Jum in a foreign land : the enemy was struck wirfi 
terror and amazement 5 superstition and idolatry 
thrunk from the revenging hand of justice ; aud 
the remnant of true worsnippcrs were cheered 
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hy the returning dawn of celestial light; M-hile 
the new-raised army marched from city to city, 
overturning the heathenish altars, demolishing 
the graven images, cleansing the polluted syna- 
gogues, and restoring the divine worship to its 
original purity. 

These measures were crowned with such sig- 
nal success that a happy reformation had extend- 
ed over a considerable part of Judea» in the 
short space of one year: and the ze^us priest 
Tvould, in all probability, have carried it to Jeru- 
salem, had he not been prevented by death : 
but the important work which ho left un- 
finished was soon after completed by his he- 
roic sons. 

Mattathias finding his bodily strength axhaust- 
cd, called his sons about him, and in a pathetic 
speech reminded them that the sins of the Jews 
had introduced a series of heavy and calamitous 
oppressions: he exhorted them to hazard their 
lives bravely in defence of their holy religion ; 
and advised' them to act in compliance with the 
counsel of Simon, the eldest brother, while Judas 
should be regarded as their general. Having 
thus discharged the duty of a dying parent, and 
earnestly implored a blessing from the -Most 
High on all their undertakings, he expired in a 
good old age, and was interred at ^iodia,inthe 
sepulchre of his ancestors. 



SECT. III. 
The Jeivisk History, from Judas Maccabeus to the 
Reduction qt'Judca by the Romans. 



B. C. ITUDAS Muccabeus, succeeding his fa- 
100. J) ther iu the command of the army, 

led 
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led forth his brethren against the foe so sud- 
denly that some of the strongest fortresses were 
easily reduced : the Syrians were chased from 
their most advantageous posts, and the apostate 
Jews retired in contusion ; while those who had 
letl their country to avoid persecution em- 
braced the present opportunity of returning,, 
and enlisting beneath the banner of so valiant 
a general. 

Apollonius, governor of Judea and Syria, re- 
solving to crush . this dangerous revolt in its in- 
fancy, raised a considerable body of troops, and 
marched against the Maccabean chief; but Apol- 
lonius was killed in the engagement, and his 
soldiers were compelled to seek their security in 
a precipitate flight. 

■ Antiochus was so violently enraged at the news 
of this defeat that he again denounced the most 
dreadful vengeance against the Jews: but his 
treasury .\yas then so low that he could not im.- 
mediately renew the war ; and, before he could 
accomplish his design, Seron, another of his ge* 
nerals, was overthrown by Judas, and eight 
hundred of his followers slain on the field of 
battle. 

• Advice was immediately sent to the king of 
these particulars, together with an assurance that 
Palestine would be irrecoverably lost, if some 
steps were not immediately taken for its pre- 
h'ervation. Orders were consequently given for 
the invasion of Judea, and the extirpation of its 
inhabitants ; and an encampment was soon foni)- 
ed on the plains of Emmaus, by forty thousand 
foot and seven tliousand horse soldiers, under the 
comniand of Njcanor and Georgias, tv.o crafty 
and experiiMict'J ruptaittjj. 

- '^ Judas 
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Judas imtoedlately addres.<ied Ims arpay, eon- 
ststiQg of six thousand men^ in a bold but ailec- 
tionate speech, whereiiir he recapitulated their 
recent successes, reminded them that their h'vesr 
afnd possessions were at stake, and exhorted all 
t^ose to quit the camp who were dismayed at the 
sight of a powerful enemy. On this occasiwi 
three thousand of the Jews basely forsook their' 
leader, and retreated from th« appearance of 
danger; but th«e remaining division, Iiaving im- 
plored the Divine assistance by fasting, prayer, 
and sacrifice, obtained a complete and easy vic- 
tory over the Syrians; burnt their camp, and en-' 
fiched themselves with the plunder. 

This brilliant success proved doubly advan-- 
tageous to the conqueror, as it furnished hiar 
with arms and ammunition for his men, and 
^rew fresh reinforcements from all paits of the 
Country. 

Timotheu^, governor of the country beyond 
Jordan, and Baccliides, another experienced of- 
ficer of the Syrian army, now united their forces, 
with a design to retrieve the late dishonourable 
defeat: but they were completely routed by Ju- 
das, who killed twenty thousand of their men io 
ft pitched battle, and obtained a fresh supply of 
money and provisions. He soon afterwards took 
Several important fortresses, and caused tUc 
spoil to be equally divided between his brave 
combatants and their sick or indigent bre- 
thren : whilst Kicanor fled to Antioch in the 
disguise of a servant, and endeavoured to excuse 
his disgrace by representing the Jews as altoge- 
ther invincible. 

Lysias, who was entrusted with the govern* 
»ent during the king'i absence, wa?justly aiarra* 

ed 



md at the intelligetlce he received fiftmi Judea ; 
aad accordibgly hastened thither, at the head of 
sixty thousand foot and five thousand horse. At 
Betbsurah he was met by the Maccabilish gene« 
lal, and attacked with such intrepid resolution, 
that five thousand of his tnen were cut to pieces 
en the spot, and the remainder completely routed. 
He therefoi*e declined a second engagement^ and' 
returned to Antioch with the design of augment-: 
i«g his forceSk 

Lysias had nd sooner <)ttitted the prO" ^ ^ 
vince than Judas hd his army towards * ' 
Jerusalem, and caused that unfortunate 
eitytobe thoroughly purified. Such of the priests 
ajs had distinguished theAiSelved by their Kcal or 
sanctity. Were comnMsstoned t^ cleanse the tern* 
pie from the abominable idols and other profane 
lumber of the heathens ; the altar of perfumes, 
the table of shewbread, the g&lden candlestick, 
and sacred vessels, were made anew out of the 
spoils of the Syrian camp ; the most ho4y place 
was thoroughly repaired, atid divine worship re- 
commenced with all possible solemnity. During 
the feast of dedication, the fr^nt of the temple 
was decorated with a profusion of garlands, 
<^F0wnfi, and other oftittmentsof pure gold ; every 
house was ilkimiuated and richly adorned ; and 
the people> bearing branches in their hands, in 
memory of having kept the feast of tabernacles, 
whilst they sought an aSylum from persecution 
in the dens and mountains, expressed their gra- 
titude to God in appropriate hymns of thanks-; 
giving. 

There was yet one obstiacte to be removed ,r 
via. the garrison in the fortress over against tire 
temple ; but as Judas was aware of the streiigtlv 

Vol. II. T o^ 
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oftheplace^ and conscious of his inability to 
blockade it, he contented himself with forti tying 
the holy mountain, and establishing such a 
guard as migbt effectually counteract the hostile 
attempts of the Syrians. 

The report of these proceedings having spread 
to all parts with amazing rapidity, the neigh- 
bouring nations were so exasperated that they 
unanimously resolved to murder all the Jews 
who dwelt among them, and waited impatiently 
for the arrival of Antiochus, that their combined 
forces might extirpate the persecuted nation; 
The lattier part of their design was, however, 
happily frustrated by the death of the tyrant, 
and the minority of his successor afforded a fem- 
porary respite to the inhabitants of Palestine. 
. -Q p The government of Coelo-Syria being 
.* • transferred from Ptolemy Macfonto Ly- 
sias, Judea was again invaded by a pow- 
erful army under the conduct of that command- 
er. Georgias also made several incursions with 
a body of strangers ; and the Idumeans, who 
had seized on the most advantageous posts, ex- 
erted themselves to prolong the war, Judas 
immediately assembled his troops, and led them 
to Actabatene, where twenty thousand Idume- 
ans were sacrificed to his resentment. From 
thence he marched against the people of Eear, 
who were defeated with equal facility ; and, 
having reduced two strong fortresses, he crossed 
over into the laud of the Ammonites, where he 
found a number of forces assembled under Ti- 
motheus, the Syrian general! Here he had se- 
veral skirmishes, which tended to confirm the 
report of his extraordinary valour, antl terminat- 
ed in the reduction of the city of Juzer. 

Timotheus 
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♦ Timotheus, in the mean time, collected a nu- 
merous army from among all the idolatrous na- 
tions; revolving, by one grand effort, to retrieve 
the honour of the ' Syrian arms. He had not, 
however, penetrated far into Judea when the 
Maccabitish chief advanced to meet him, and ob«<>'^ 
tained a complete victory ; twenty thousand five " 
huncjred foot and six hundred horse being slain 
on the spot, whil^ the general himself was com; 
pelled to fly for safety to the city of Gazara. 
Elated with this success, the Jewish combatants 
were ea^ly persuaded to pursue their formidable 
enemy to nis retreat, which was accordingly in- 
vested and reduced. Timotheus was put to 
death as the author of the public calamity, and 
his brother Apollophanes met with a similar 
fate. 

. However advantageous these repeated con* 
quests might be to the Jews who resided in Pa- 
Jestine, they proved fetal to many of their bre- 
thren in other countries. No less than a thou- 
sand individuals were inhumanly massacred in 
the land of Tob, while a considerable number 
were compelled to provide for their defence by 
flying to the fortress of Dathema, in the land of 
Gilead; and others were reduced to the utmost 
extremity in Galilee. 

Judas, receiving intelligence of these particu^ 
Jars, convened a sanhedrim, in which it was re- 
solved that he and his brother Jonathan should 
join the Gileadites with eight thousand men ; 
that Simon, anotheror his brothers, should march 
to the relief of Galilee, and that Joseph and Aza- 
rias, his other brothers, should remain with the 
residue of their troops to defend Jerusalem. 

In consequence of this arrangement, Judas 
crossed the Jordan, and received information of 
T 2 ' ^^-^w* 
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4^ sanguinary design formed against t^e Jews in 
£o$ora^ Camphor, Maked> Alema, and Cariiaim. 
)Ie immediately attacked Bosora^ and, having 
freed his br^thren> set fire to the buildings ; then 
proceeding to Dathema, he dispersed the besiege 
tiT& with great slaughter^ and took the other Gi- 
leaditisb cities in regular succession, till he had 
fully accomplished his generous intentions, and 
enriched bis army with much spoil. 

Simon, though greatly inferior in strength| 
Mras no less success&l in Galilee. He vanquish- 
^ his enemies in several rencounters, killed up- 
wards of three thousand of their men, enriched 
jiimself with their plunder, and delivered the 
unhappy Jews from their oppression. But 
whilst this success attended the Maccabitish 
jchiefs in Gilead and Galilee, Joseph and Azarius 
involved themselves in jsome misfortunes, by at- 
tempting to emulate the exploits of their valiant 
relatives, instead of acting solely upon the de. 
fensive, as Judaic had e^^pressly desired. They 
attempted to rtKiuce the sea»port town of Jami- 
oia ; but their little ^rm)r was overpowered by 
Georgias, and forced to retreat with shame and ' 
joss to Jerusalem. 

Judas, in the mean time, penetrated into the 
southern parts of Idumea, and demolished He* 
l>ron, their famous metropolis, with all the neigh- 
bouring towns. He then entered the territories 
of the Philistines and Samaritans, in order to dis. 
courage them from joining the Syrians; and 
having eiipressed his abhorrence of idolatry by 
destroying all the. groves and altars in his route, 
returned (triumphant to Judea. ' 
•T^ ^ Lysias had by this time assembled an 

.\n ' army of eighty thousand foot, and a con- 
siderable number of horse and clephauts, 

with 
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with which he resolved to extirpate the Jewish 
nation, to re-people the land with heathens, and 
to satiate his avarice with an immense plunder. 
Animated with these ideas, he marched through 
the southern territories of Judah, and advanced 
with maglignant fury against the objects of his 
persecution. But the Jews, having seen an 
equestrian figure on the road, which seemed to 
brandish a spear against the invaders, were in* 
spired with such extraordinary courage that 
they rushed on the Syrian camp without hesi* 
tation, and put eleven thousand men to the 
sword^ whilst the rest betook themselves to 
flight. 

The defeated general was now fully convinced 
of his imprudence in attempting to carry on hos- 
tilities against an enemy who fought beneath 
the banner of the Almighty, and therefore sent 
some overtures of peace to Judas, promising they 
should be ratified by the king. Judas readily 
acceded to the proposal, and dispatched two of 
his captains to Lysias, w itli the conditions upon 
which he would sheath his sword. These were 
readily granted by Antiochus, and letters were 
sent to the Jewish senate expressive of his ami- 
cable intentions. 

This peace, however, was by no means conso- 
nant with the inclinations of the Syrian gene- 
rals, who embraced the first opportunity of at- 
tacking the Jews, and engaged the neighbour- 
ing nations to espouse their ill-grounded and un- 
justifiable revenge. Timotheus having entered 
the land of Gilead, Judas marched directly to 
the assistance of his brethren, but had scarcely 
proceeded nine furlongs before he was impeded 
by upwards of five thousand Arabian Nomades. 
T 3 AbaU 
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A battle immediately easued, aixjl the frecboot. 
»TS were compeliod to sue tor pea^e, which they 
obtained in return for a considerable supply of 
/rattle and provisions* Judas then hastened to 
cross the Jordan, and, after taking the city of 
Caspis aiid the foi*tress of Characa, proceeded 
towards the enemy's cainp ; but he had no 
$ooncr appro2^:hed within sight than the Syrians 
were seized with so violent a panic that they 
unanimously took to flight, and actually wound- 
ed each other with their weapons in the hurry 
pf their retreat. Py this accident Timotheu9 
Jost thirty thousand of his nien, and those who 
escaped the /re.se«/ fury of their pursuers were 
fiftervvards destroyed in the conflagration of the 
pity Caruion 

Judas, havipg occasion to pass through Eph- 
Ton in his way to Judea, sent to request permis- 
sion for that purpose ; but the cftizens immedi- 
ately walled up their gates^ afid prepared theoi* 
selves for sustaining a siege. The general there- 
fore issued orders for scaling the wj^ll, which, 
after a fierce assault^ was carried, and rased to 
the ground ; all the male inhabitants being mas- 
sacred, and the females and children taken cap- 
tive. From" Ephron he crossed the Jordan to 
Scythopolis, where he inquired of the Jews how 
they had been treated ; and gn hearing them 
speak in favour of the Scythopolitans, he ex- 
[iressed his grateful acknowlcagments to that 
people, and returned to Jerusalem -about the 
time of Pentecost. 

Another powerful enemy was yet to be en^ 
countered, (rcorgias, governor ofldumea, who 
had harassed the Jews for some time. Judas 
therefore advanced against him at the head of 

thvtte 
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tkree thousand foot^ and four hundred horse : 
Jbut the enemy fought yv'ith such fierceness and 
jjitrepidity that victory was for some time doubt, 
ful^ and Maccabeus had the morti&cation to see 
several of his most gallant sojdiers killed by his 
side : at length, however, his fervent prayers 
were heard ; the Idumeaos suddenly took to 
flighty and he was enabled to rally his forces in v 
the adj^icent town of Odollam. He then made 
himself master of some fortresses in Idumea, and, 
haviao^ wrested Azotus from the Philistines, rcr 
turned home laden with plunder. 

Shortly after his return from Odollam, Judas 
resolved to besiege the fortress of Acra, which 
still remained in the possession of the Syrians, 
and hindered many persons from resorting to 
the temple. The place was exceedingly strong, 
the garrison numerous, and the arms aj^d provi- 
sions abundant ; but the renegado Jews, who 
resided with the garrison, were well convinced 
that Judas would eventually efl'ect his design un- 
less relief could be procured : they accordingly 
persuaded the commander to make a vigorous 
sally, in order to enable some of their brethren 
to repair to Antioch with the news of their dis- 
tress ; and their scheme proved so successful 
that the Syrian monarch immediately command- 
ed his generals to march into Judea with all the 
forces they could assemble, and afterwards re- 
solved to accompany them in person. 

An army was immediately drawn together, 
consisting of a hundred thousand foot, twenty 
thousand horse, thirty-two elephants, and three 
hundred armed chariots, which marched, under 
the conduct of the young king and his uncle Lyr 
si^s^ to the borderji of Idumea, and laid siege to 

tke 
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the fortress of Bethsura. Here Judas ventured 
to attack tbem by night, and having killed four 
thoui^and of their troops, and thrown the whole 
camp into disorder, returned by day-break 
without the loss of a single man. 

The Syrians now resolved to venture a gene* 
ral engagement upon the supposition that the 
Jews, notwithstanding their valour, must infal- 
libly be overpowered by numbers. Judas ac^ 
cordingly advanced towards them at the head 
of his little army, and gave some convincing 
proofs of his skill and intrepidity ; but, perceiv- 
ing the extreme danger of his situation, he pru- 
dently retreated to Jerusalem ; whilst the king 
renewed his attacks on Bethsura, which was at 
length obliged to surrender for M-ant of provi- 
sions. 

Having secured this city with a Syrian garri- 
son, Antiochus marched to Jerusaiem, and laid 
close siege to the temple. Here he met \vith a 
vogorous resistance from the valiant general and 
his troops, who eluded all the machines and at- 
tempts of the enemy by counterworks, and ap^ 
plied with the most unremitting diligence to the 
discharge of their duty. Tiiey were however 
severely distressed for provisions, and were just 
on the point of surrendering, when Antiochus 
received intelligence that Philip, who had usurp- 
ed the government, was marching against him at 
the head of an army out of Persia. The king, 
being thus compelled to raise the siege, conclud- 
ed a peace, and was admitted within the forti- 
fications ; but, finding them too strong to intrust 
the Jews with, he commanded them to be de- 
molished, in open violation of the treaty which 
he had just before confirmed with the most so* 
lemn oaths. 



Meaelaos.^ the ape state high-priest, was at this 
time accused of certain treasoDable practices, and 
Qoudemned to be smothered with hot ashes-^-a 
puaishmeift justly due to the author of so many 
tragical calamities. The Jews, however, did. not 
gain much by this circumstance, as the pontificate 
was immediately bestowed on Alcimus^ a person 
^o less wicked than bis predecessor. . 
- Qathede^thof AMtiochus£upator,and T> p - 
the accession of Demetrius, the rightful .* " 
heir tp th§ crown of Syri^, Alcimus vi- 
sited Antioch, for the purpose of complaining 
to the n^w monarch Fespecting the Jews, who, 
9n account of his opeii impiety, had refused to 
^dmit him into the high-priesthood. . His apcu^ 
;$ations against Judas, and the rest of the Asmo^ 
iQiean race were so powerful, and carried on with 
«uch seeming seal for th^ king, that Bacclijdes, 
governor of Meso|)otai|iia« was commissioned t^ 
inarch into Judea, at the he^d of a considerably, 
ari^y, which might reins^te the apostate in hi^ 
dignity, and ^ai ry on the war against the M^Cf> 
cables. 

Upon their arrival, Alcimus and the Syrian 
general sent deputies to Judas, inviting him to 
an amicable conference, and protesting with the 
most solemn vows that he should come and gp 
with perfect safety. The Jewish chief was» 
however, well aware pf their treacherous design-, 
and, instead of accepting the invitation, began 
to prepare for a vigorous defence — a measure 
which induced Bacchides to feturn immediately 
to Antioch. 

Alcimus having received a body of troops 
Jrom the Syrian for the maintenance of his dig- 
jjjity, and dr^wn over a considerable number of 

malcontents 
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malcontents to his party by gif^s and caresses, 
determined on effecting his ambitious purposes 
by violence; and actually made several excur- 
sions into different parts of the country, pillag- 
ing, burning, and destroying all that refused to 
acknowledge his ill-gotten authority. These 
enormities were, however, so severely punished 
by Judas, that he found it impossible to ap- 
proach the sacred altar .without the assistance of 
a much greater army, and therefore repaired 
to the Syrian court with fresh accusations and 
complaints. 

Having presented Demetrius with a rich crowir 
of gold ana some other valuables, he obtained the 
desired assistance of that monarch ; and a fresh 
edict was issued for the destruction of Judas 
and his parly. But Nicanor, who was intrusted 
with this commission, had already received such 
proofs of Judas's bravery, that he prudently re- 
solved to use his utmost endeavours for the re« 
Btoration of peace. In compliance, however, 
with the royal command, Nicanor led a nume- 
rous army into Judea, and Alcimus enjoyed the 
anticipation of a signal revenge. 
' Upon the arrival of the Syrians in Judea, 
their army was considerably augmented by a 
number of apostate Jews, whom Maccabeus had 
driven from their habitations ; while the true 
worshippers assembled in the temple to implore 
the divine assistance by fasting and prayer. Ni- 
canor advanced to the fortresii of Dessau ; from 
whence Simon, Judas's brother, retreated pre- 
cipitately at the sight of his powerful troops ; 
but, instead of commoiicing any hostilities against 
the valiant chief, he sent three of his head offi- 
cers to make proposals of peace. Judas readily 
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'acquiesced ; and the articles were soon afler ra- 
tified^ to the entire satisfaction of both parties. 

The harmony produced by this paciiication 
was soon disturbed, and Palestine was again 
doomed to groan beneath the miseries of war, 
through the diabolical aits of the apostate high 
priest. This perfidious wretch, conceiving him- 
self injured by the new treaty, went a third time 
to Demetrius, to accuse Nicanor of concluding a 
disadvantageous peace with the rebels^ whom he 
was expressly commanded to destroy. The 
king immediately sent to Nicanor, ordering him 
to renew the war, and forbidding him to sheath 
the sword till the Jewish chief should be slain, 
and his party utterly suppressed ; in cOnseauence 
of which the Syrian general was coulpeiled to 
violate his promises toward a people who had, 
on their part, faithfully performed every stipu- 
lation of the recent treaty. 

Having repeatedly attempted to surprise Juda<« 
without success, Nicanor at length ordered his 
troops to march to Capharsaldiaa, where a battle 
was fought, greatly to his disadrautage. But the 
Jewish army, finding it impossible to resist such 
a superior force, retired to their metropolis. Ni- 
canor followed them thither, and took possession 
of Mount Sion, from whence he wassiiown the 
sacrifices that were offered in the temple for 
k'lnr Demetrius; but this sight was so far fi*om 
pacifying his resentment, that he called it a base 
supeVKtitiun, and swore to destroy bolh the 
•temple and the worshippers, unless Judas was 
immediately given up. The priests replied that 
Judashad quitted the city ; but the exasperated 
Syriaai refused to heaiken to their ass<-rtions, 
and instantly coinmencod his threatened cruel- 

' ties 
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ties upon the unhappy race, whose ohFy cnnie 
was their fidelity to God and their brare deli* 
verer. Being informed that a member of the 
sanhedrim, called Razis, had by his precept and 
example withheld many of his countrymen from 
renouncing th^ir faith, he sent a detachment to 
apprehend him, in-order that he might either 
recant his religious opinions, or suiier dealh. 
Bazis, perceiving his house so effectually sur- 
rounded that it was impossible to escape, fell 
upon his own sword to disappoint the malice of 
his idolatrous enemy : the wound proving inef- 
fectual, he precipitated himsetf f\om one of the 
turrets of his house,, and then starting up, ran to 
the summit of an adjacent rock, tore out his' 
bowels, and expired. 

During this horrid transaction Nicanor com- 
menced his march^owards the land of Samaria, 
in order to attack hudas, who had retired thi- 
ther with three thousand men. The Jewish; 
chief, however, inspired his followers with very 
extraordinary coinage, by quoting some appro- 
priate passages out of the sacred books, and by 
relating the particulars of a celestial vision, that 
they fell upon the Syrians with irresistible fury, 
and, having killed the general, pursued their 
advantage with such unremitting zeal that not 
a single man was left to carry t*4e news of the 
slaughter to Antioch. 

Such a series of brilliant successes efTectualiy 
terrified the enemies of Maccabeus, who now 
suffered him to return and talie possession of Je- 
rusalem. During the peaceful interval which 
succeeded his last victory, he resolved to pro- 
cure an alliance with the Romans, which might 
prove a strong protection against the iiyustice 

and 
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and oppression of the Syrians. His proposals 
were readily accepted by the senate, and a de- 
cree; was engraven on copper, importing that 
the Jews were acknowledged as friends and aU 
lies of the Romans, and that both nations should 
cheerfully aid and succour each, other upon all 
occasions. But, while this alliance was forming 
at Rome, Demetrius, having heard of Nicanor's 
defeat, sent the flower of his army, consisting of 
twenty thousand foot, and two thousand horse, 
into Judea, under the command of Bacchides ^ 
and Alcimus. 

On their arrival in Galilee they took the city 
of Maseloth, and massacred a g^eat number of 
Jews; they then advanced toward Jerusalem, 
but, hearing that Judas had retired with three 
thousand men to the neighbourhood of Eleasa, 
they hastened thitlicr in order to attack him 
immediately. The approach of so formidable 
an euemy struck an unusual damp into the 
hearts of Judas's men, who, forgetful of their re- 
cent victories, and unmindful of their cham- 
pion's preservation, basely forsook the field at 
this important crisis. The Maccabitish general 
was much alilicted at this cowardly and ungrateful 
defection, yet he encouraged the eight hundred 
men who remained to behave gallantly, and rely- 
on that superior power which had so frequently 
lorn the laurels from the brows of an idolatrous 
people, and transferred them to the God of 
Israel. In the ensuing engagement, Judas made 
a resolute attack on the strongest wing of the 
adverse army, and pursued the fugitive troops 
.to IMouiit Azotus ; but, in the mean lime, he was 
completely surrounded, and, after a long and vi- 
gorous defence, he fell, co.ered with wounds, • 
. on a heap of his e^iemies ! 

Vol. II. \i "t\^ 
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The report of this unfortunate accident wa» 
highly acceptable to the neighbouring nations^ 
who had so often felt the effects of Judas's 
avenging sword ; while the unhappy Jews re- 
gretted the loss of their heroic chiefs and shrunk 
in agony from the contemplation of new mis- 
fortunes ? 

While Bacchides was employed in taking 
proper noeasures for the security of his own go- 
i^ernment^ the principal officers who served un- 
der hinvwere commissioned to search diligently 
for all the friends and adherents of the Macca- 
bees, and to put them to death by the most cruel 
methods that eouhj possibly be invented ; so 
that this persecution- seemed to eiecced all they 
had sufiered since their return from the Baby- 
lonish captivity. 

Those few whoy ttnder such dismal circuniw 
stances, still retained anafiection for their coun- 
try and ancient worship, applied to Jonathan,, 
the brother of Judas, and earnestly intreated 
him to accept the^conmiand of the Jewish 
forces, and undertake the deliverance of their 
brethren from the SyriaA tyranny. Jonathan 
complied with their desire ; but. Bacchides was 
soon apprised of his design, and compelled hinv 
to retire into the deserts of Tekoah, 

Jonathan's first care in his retreat was to se-^ 
cure the effects of his followers, which he ac- 
cordingly committed to his brother John, and? 
sent under a convoy to an adjacent city ; but 
his unfortunate relative was attacked on the 
road by a tribe of plundering Arabs, called 
Janibvians, who slew him and his men, and re- 
treated w*it}i the spoil. To revenge this injur3r, 
Jonathan laid an ambush in the vicinage of Me- 
dula, killed four hundred persons who were as- 
sembled 



«einbied to celebrate a wedding, between one of 
Ihe J ambriaii chiefs and a Canaanitish princesB^ 
and carried off a considerable ijooty. 

Bacchides now advanced with his army, fnlly 
resolved to attack the Jews on their sabbath^ 
upon the supposition that they would patiently' 
submit to deaths rather than transgress their 
law by resistance. In this, however, he wa« 
mistaken, as the Jews, partly through the en-' 
couragement of their leader and partly through 
despair^ made a desperate effort, and killed a 
considerable number of their assailants; but, 
finding themselves unable to resist such superior 
forces, they plunged into the Jordan, which 
bordered their encampment^ and swam to th^ 
opposite shore, while Bacchides gave orders for 
the return of his troops to Jerusalem. 

On his arrival at that metropolis, he t* p 
caused all such places to be fortified iind ' * 
garrisoned as might keep the Jews in 
awe, and probably compel the Maccabees to 
submit : and the children x>f the principal inha- 
bitants were placed as hostages in the fortress of 
• Acra, to prevent their relatives from going over 
to Jonathan. The impious Alcimius, about the 
same time, commanded the wall of the temple, 
which divided the court of the priests from that 
of the people, to be demolished ; but he had 
scarcely begun the sacrilegious work before he 
was struck with a dead palsy, and expired witb- j 
out being able to adjust his affairs, or to utter a } 
single word. After his death, Bacchides, hay- '■ 
ing totally reduced the country, returned to ' 
Antioch. 

At the expiration of two years, during j. p 
which Jonathan and his party had en- ,1^* 
joyed the inestimable blessings of peace, 

U 2 l^tfiOcw\^^'^ 
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Bacchides was again sent into Judea at the head ' 
of a numerous army. On his arrival he sent' 
letters to those of his party, desiring them to 
seize the Jewish chief, and conduct him to the 
Syrian camp ; but Jonathan, having timely no- 
tice of the treacherous plot, came suddenly 
upon the chief conspirators, and put them to 
death. 

After this exploit, he retired to Bethbasi, a 
strong place in the desert of Jericho, which he 
ftnd his brother Simon furnished with all requi- 
site provisions for a siege. Bacchides advanced 
as was expected, and sat down before Bethbasi ; 
while Jonathan transferred his command to Si- 
mon, and went out with a small brigade to make 
excursions. Crossing the country, he vanquish- 
ed Odonarches, and the sons of Phasiron, who 
appear to have constituted a part of the besieg- 
ing host : he then advanced against another part 
of the camp, and annoyed the enemy so severely 
that Bacchides was compelled to hasten to their 
assistance. Simon, embracing the favourable 
moment, made a vigorous sally from the for-^ 
tress, and discomfited the Syrians on one side, 
while his brother charged them w^th irresistible 
fury on the other. Bacchides, exasperated at 
this unforeseen occurrence, vented his rage upon 
the persons who had first proposed the expedi- 
tion, and caused many of them to be put to 
death ; till, at length, Jonathan terminated his 
vexation by sending some acceptable overtures 
of peace. 

By the articles of this treaty, all prisoners 
were liberated on both sides; Bacchides so- 
lemnly engaged to refrain from future hostilities 
against the Macpabe^s ; and Jqnathan seems to 

have 
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have been ieft deputy governor of Judea ; for* 
as soon as the Syrian general had departed, he 
settled in Michmash, and commenced a govern* 
ment nearly similar to that of the ancient IsraeL- 
itish judges. 

While the Jews began to revive from « ^ 
the effects of their recent calamities, un- I'to " 
der the excellent administration of their 
pious general, the troubles that occurred in Sy- 
ria gave them an opportunity of wholly reco« 
vering their liberty, and elevating themselves 
to such a height of importance that their alli- 
ance was eagerly courted by contending sove- 
reigns. Demetrius, who had so repeatedly 
been convinced of their constancy and heroism, 
justly dreaded their espousing the cause of his 
competitor Alexander Balus. He, therefore, 
sent a letter to Jonathan, declaring him his friend 
and ally, empowering him to levy what forces 
he should think fit, and annexing an order for 
the liberation of all the hostages who had been 
hitherto detained in the fortress of Acra. In 
consequence of this authority, Jonathan found 
his troops augment exceedingly, while the gar- 
risons, left by Bacchides in various strong for- 
tresses, eluded his resentment by a precipitate 
flight. 

Alexander, being apprised of these particulars, 
resolved to draw Jonathan to his interest, by 
outbidding the favours of Demetrius; and ac- 
cordingly sent him a most obliging letter, con- 
taining the grant of the high -priesthood, and ac- 
companied with some magnihcent presents. 

Tlie Jewish chief, being thus invested with 

the pontifical dignity, immediately levied forces, 

#nd caused ^ great number of military weapons 
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to be made on behalf of his new patron^ whose 
alliance was indisputably preferable to that of a 
man who had embraced every opportunity of 
inflicting distress on the inhabitiints of Palestine. 
-n p Alexander ascended the throne of Syr 
'e-.* ria with the warmest sentiments of gra- 
" titude toward the Maccabitish general, 
and invited him to the celebration of the royal 
nuptials at Ptolemais, where he was received 
with every mark of friendship and esteem. Durr 
ing his stay at this place, some .renegado Jews 
attempted to prejudice Jonathan's concerns, by 
exhibiting certain malicious accusations against 
him ; but the new monarch espoused the cause 
of his friend with a truly royal benevolence, 
and conferred such accumulated honours upon 
him that the accusers deemed it advisable to 
provide for their own safety by an immediate re- 
treat; and the object of their envy returned to 
Judea in the double capacity of pontiif and ge- 
neralissimo. About til is time the Jewish nation 
began to rise rapidly in the esteem of foreigners ; 
and Ptolemy Philonieter entrusted many of tliein 
with the most important otlices in his kingdom. 
T^ p A revolt of the Syrians, in favour of 
tlfi young Demetrius, induced Apollonius, 
govt^rnor of Coelo-Syria and Palestine, to 
assemble a powerful army against Jonathan. He 
accordingly marched toward him as far as Jam^ 
nia ; but fearing to lose the benefit of his caval- 
ry by penetrating into the mountainous part of 
Juaea, sent him a daring ihessage to come and 
ei.gat,e in the plain country. Jonathan accept- 
ed tae challenge without hesitation, and march- 
ed at ine head of ten thousand men to Joppa, 
yiixKb he immediately reduced. Apollonius 

advanced 
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advanced against him with eigfit thousand foot 
dud three thousand horse, leaving one thousand 
to surprise the Jews in the rear, while he at- 
tacked them in front. This stratagem wsis, . 
'however, admirably frustrated, and the troops 
of Apollonius were completely routed, withth^ 
Joss of eight thousand nien. Azotus, and some 
of the neighbouring ^owns, were pillaged of im- 
inense treasures, and Jonathan returned, with 
liis well-earned laurels, to Jerusale^n. 

hi return for his gallant exertions on this oc- 
casion, Alexander sent him a rich present, with 
^hc grant of the territory of Ekron : apd Phi- 
lometer, on his arrival at Joppii, honoured hin> 
with a most gracious reception, to the mortifica- 
tion of his enemies, who strove to incense that 
iiionarch against him. 

The kingdom of Syria being transferred to 
young Demetrius, surnamed Nicanes, and Ptor 
lemy having fallen in battle, Jonathan deter-- 
mined to besiege the fortressof Acra, which was 
Still occupied by Syrian troops, to the great an- 
noyance of those who frequented the temple. 
He was, at this time, wcU supplied with forces 
and engines for his purpose; but, in the height 
of the siege, he was compelled to leave it, and 
appear before the king at ftoiemais. This illr 
timed accident was, however, incapable of shak- 
ing his resolution, and he accordingly left or- 
ders at Jerusalem for the strenuous prosecution 
of the undertaking, while he pleaded his cause 
^t court with such persuasive eloquence, and sup- 
ported it with su'jh magnificent, presents that 
Demetrius, having dismissed his accusers with 
disgrace, confirmed him in the pontificate, in- 
rolled him among the number of his most es- 
teemed 
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teemed friends ; and, for the annua! tribute of 
, three hundred talents, released Judea, with the 
three toparchies of Lydda, Apharima, and Ra» 
mathea, from all future taxation. Jonathan then 
returned to Jerusalem, and redoubled his attacks 
against the fortress; but, finding it likely to hold 
out a considerable time, he procured an order 
for its evacuation, together with that of several 
other places, which had been hitherto garrison- 
ed by Syrians. 

p Q Antiochus, the son of Alexander, com- 
14.4, ^^S forward to claim the Syrian crown, 
earnestly requested Jonathan lo espouse 
fiis cause ; and that general, in consequence of 
Demetrius's violation of his sacred promises, re- 
«olved to accept the proposal. For his complin 
ance, he was indulged with a confirmation of all 
beneficial grants ; and his brother Simon was 
made governor of the sea-coasts, from the Lad- 
der of Tyre to the froatiprs of Egypt, and gene- 
ral of all the forces. 

Having defeated the Dcmetrian troops that 
were sent to make a diversion in Galilee, freed 
the Jews from the continual insults of the gar- 
rison at Bethsura, ^nd taken all the towns from 
Gaza to Damascus, Jonathan returned to Jeru^ 
salem, whence he sent an embassy to renew the 
alliance between his nation and the Roman se- 
nate. He also ordered his embassadors to act 
the same part, in their return, with the Lace^ 
deemonians and other Grecian states with whom 
they were in friendship, that tlje peace and fe- 
licity of the Jews might be established on a more 
permanent foundation than the gratitude of a 
prince whom they h^d obliged by the most 
signal services. 

White 
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While these alliances were forming, news ar- 
rived at, Jerusalem of the approach of a power- 
ful body of forces^ under the command of the 
Demetrian generals, who had been recently ex- 
pelled from Galilee. Jonathan immediately 
hastened to oppose their progress, and encamped 
over-against them at Amathis, on the frontiers 
of Syria. The enemy, alarmed at his sudden 
appearance, and finding that he had penetrated 
all their designs, lighted a number of lires to con- 
ceal their flight, and forsook their camp with 
the utmost celerity. The Jewish chief, in or7 
der to remunerate his troops for their fatiguing 
march, fell upon a body of Demetrian Arabs, 
and, returning through Damascus, arrived art 
Jerusalem with a considerable spoil. 

Simon, who had in the mean time been leilt 
in care of Judea and Galilee, reviewed the gar- 
risons of Ascalon and other fortresses, secured 
the cities of Joppa with a strong guard, and 
took such other measures as were requisite for 
the preservation' of the new acquisitions. He 
then followed his brother to Jerusalem, and 
called a council, in which it was agreed that all 
the forts of Judea should be thoroughly repair- 
ed, that the wall of the metropolis should be re- 
built, and that a new wall should be raised be- 
tween Mount Sion and the rest of the city, to cut 
off all communication with the fortress of Acra. 

Jonathan had governed the Jewish ,^ p 
state with equal prudence and success '/? 
nearly seventeen years, when the perfi- 
dious Tryphon prevailed on him to disband his 
numerous army, and soon after decoyed him into 
the city of Ptolemais, where he was inhumanly 
mprdcred^ Ootwithstauding ^ considerable sum 

had 
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had b«en sent from Judea under tha naime of a 
ransom . The news of his assassination, and the 
slaughter of one thousand persons who attended 
him, was no sooner published in Jerusaiem than 
the whole city was thrown into the utmost con- 
sternation, every one expecting the arrival of 
the murderer, together with all the heathens and 
apostates who had been chastised with exem- 
plary severity by the late general. And, in- 
deed, those tears were but too-well grounded, 
as Tryphon was actually preparing to invade 
Judea with a force that might extirpate the 
whole nation. 

In this emergency the Jews promoted Simon, 
the only surviving son of Mattathias, to the high- 
priesthood, and prevailed on him to accept the 
jcommaud of their troops. He accordingly ex^ 
.erted himself to complete the fortifications of the 
city, and to assemble a respectable army before 
the arrival of Tryphon should deprive him of the 
means. But that cowardly traitor, on the report 
of these spirited measures, thought proper to 
temporise, and hastened back to Syria. As 
soon as he had retired, Simon caused the mur* 
dered bodies of Antiochus and Jonathan, with 
his two sons, to be brought to Modin^ and buriea 
in the sepulchre of his ancestors. 

Ambassadors being sent, to notify the trea- 
cherous murder of Jonathan, to Rome and La- 
cedtiemon, both nations expressed the utmost re- 
sentment against Tryphon's cruelty, and cheer- 
fully renewed their friendship with Simon ; to 
'whom they sent a ratification of their alliance 
fiDgraved on copper, together with congratula- 
tory letters on his accession to the pontifical dig- 
nity. Having thus strengthened himself by alli- 
ances^ 
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ances, anj fortified the countiy agamst inva- 
sion^ he sent an embassy to Demetrius^ ivhom 
Tryphon had stripped of the greatest part of his 
kingdom, oiiering to acknowledge his sovereign-* 
ty^ and assist him in dispossessing the usurper, 
on condition that he would conform him in 
his dignities, and his nation i» all their privi-> 
leges and immunitie^^ These proposals, accora« 
panied with a rich crown of gold, and some 
other costly presents^ were so acceptable to De- 
metrius that he immediately sent a letter untler 
the royal signature, by which be granted ali the 
demands, constituted Simon a sovereign prince 
of the Jewish nation, and released the land en- 
tirely from foreign dominioi>. From this time 
Simon assumed the name of prince and high- 
priest of the jews; which digwities haviog been 
confirmed to him and his descendants by the 
i^nhedrim, all public acts were ordered to be 
made in his name. 

Simon's chief concern now was to strengthen 
himself in his new digiwty ; for which purpose' 
he repaired and fortified all his garrisons afresh ; 
sent Jonathan, the son of Absalom, to besiege 
Joppa; and advanced himself against the city of 
Gaza, which he purified of all its idolatrous 
monuments, and garrisoned with a body of 
Jewish troops. 

In the course of the next year, the fortress of 
Acra was surrendered, after it had been held by 
ihe Syrians for the term of twenty-five years. 
The garrison were permitted to march out peace- 
ably, while Simon and his attendants entered 
with branches of palm, songs of thanksgiving, 
and other dembrist rations of joy. It was at 
first designed iov the residence of some Jewish 

soldiers; 
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fioidiersj but, on mature deliberation, it vra9 
deemed most adviseable to demolish it, together 
with the hill oh which it stood, that it might be no 
more iu a condition to annoy the temple of God. 
^ p Antiochus being invited by his sister- 
,'^X' in-law, Cleopatra, to make an attempt on 
* the throne of Syria, sent a very obliging 
letter to the Jewish pontiff, in which he con- 
firmed all his dignities, revenues, and authority; 
and added, beside many other privileges, the 
power of coining their own money, which Simon 
immediately made use of. The prince, however, 
had no sooner established himself in the regal 
dignity, before a fresh embassy was sent to re- 
new and strengthen the alliance of the Jews 
with Rome. 

Soon after this period, Antiochus insisted 
upon Simon's surrendering Joppa, Gazara, and 
the citadel of Jerusalem, or else f»aying five 
hundred talents for each, and five hundred 
more for the ravages which the Jews had com- 
mitted in his dominions. Atheriobius was sent 
to Jerusalem upon that busihess ; but Simon 
boldly replied he was in possession of nothing 
but the inheritance of his ancestors, except 
the fortresses of Joppa and Gazara, which he 
had been compelled to seize, in order to sup- 
])ress the continual devastations made in Judea ; 
that he was willing to pay the king a hundred 
talents for those ; but that he could by no means 
consent to make any restitution tor the fortress 
of Acra. Atheriobius returned with this answer 
to the king, and Cendebeus, one of the nobles, 
.was immediately commissioned to invade Judea. 

Cendebeus, having received the government of 
Pha^uicia and Palestine, marched at the head of 

a nume- 
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a numerous army trnvardu Jamnia and Joppa, 
"whence he. made many inroads into Judea, took 
a great number of prisoners^ and l<^id waste all 
that part of the country. 

On the report of tins invasion, Simon, being 
too tar advanced in years to head the troops, 
called his two sons, John- and Judas, into his 
presence, and committed his important charge 
to them, solemnly conjuring them to imitate the 
illustrious examples of their deceased uncles, 
and to venture their lives boldly in behalf of 
their religion and country. 

The young commanders immediately j^ p 
set out at the head of twenty thousand *• " 
foot soldiers, beside some cavalry, and 
on the morrow came up with the enemy. The 
engagement was furious, and, for some time, 
' Well disputed on both sides ; but at length the 
Syrians were struck with an extraordinary 
fright at the sound of the sacred trumpets, and 
retreated in the utmost confusion. Cendebeus 
himself was pursued to the gates of Cedron; a 
prodigious number were slain in their flight, 
and two thousand perished in the forts that were 
burnt in the plains ofAzotus. Having obtained 
this signal victory, the valiant brothers returned 
4o Jerusalem without any considerable loss. 

About three years after this exploit, Ptolemy, 
the son-in-law to the high-priest, invited Simon, 
with his two sons, Judas and jNIatthias, to a 
sumptuous entertainment at his castle, and caused 
them to be there assassinated by hired ruflians. 
The perfidious monster had, at the same time, 
sent an invitation to John, surnamed Hyrcanus, 
but he happily escaped the snare, and caused 
the messenger of Ptolemy to be put to death. 

Vol. II. X llyrcan 
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Hyfcan deemirtg it imprudent to continue at 
Oazara after the assassination of his father aa4[ 
brethren, advanced with all possible haste to- 
ward Jerusalem, where {the murderer arrived ai 
soon as he, and demanded admittance at the 
san*e time. The citizens readily admitted Hyr-' 
can, and invested him with his father's digai- 
ties ; but the wretch who* under the specioitf 
mask of hospitality, had decoyed an affectionate 
and pious relative to an ignoble death, aad 
basely murdered two promising youths from mo^ 
tives of the blackest nature, \*as repulsed Mrithr 
laudable indignation. 

Antiochus, upon the news of Simon's deaXbr 
resolved to revenge the late defeat of CendebeQS« 
He accordingly entered Judeathe saraeycar witli 
a powerful army, and, driving Hyrcan befor^T 
him, laid close siege to Jerusalem. The garri" 
son was [soon reduced to extremities, and thti 
most dreadful id«as entertained of the king's ia-^ 
tentions ; but when they solicited a truce of s^ 
ven days, for thc^-purpose of celebrating the feast 
of tabernacles, Antiochus sent them a consider^ 
able number of victims; with several vessels Qf 
gold and silver filled with precious perfumes, 
and soon after consented to grant them a pedce^ 
on condition that their arms should be delivered 
up, their city wall demolished, and a certaia 
tribute paid for the towns which they held out 
of Jadea. 
J. p Hyrcan finding, on the death of Anti' 
ISO ®^^^^' *^^^ ^^^ kingdom of Syria was rent 
' with intestine commotions, marched thi- 
ther with a considerable army, in order to sclxt 
upon some of the defenceless cities. He ac- 
cordingly reduced Madeba, Saaiega^ aad several 
1 ' other , 
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4Khers^ both in Arabia and Phoenicia; and may- 
lie said to have effected a complete deliverance 
Irf his nation from the oppression of Syria; for ♦. 
Iieither he nor any of his successors paid homage \ 
^^o the kings of Syria from this time, but lived ■ 
free and independent. 

He now turned his victorious arms against the 
iBainarituns^ from whom he took Sechem and 
.tearizzim^ and demolished the temple formerly 
Jirailt by Sanballat, with all the idolatrous altars 
and monuments that had been erected in the 
lime of Jezebel. The following year he con* I 
"•^uered Idumea, and issued out a proclamation, Y 
commanding all persons to adopt the right of cir- ( 
ccimcision, or quit the country ; in consequence 
cf which the Idum^ans consented to forsake f 
IJbteir idolatrous practices, and were incorporated ■ 
ik part of the Jewish commonwealth. i 

Having thus augmented his conquests, i$nd 
jrenewed his alliance with the Romans, Hyrcaft 
^w himself well established in his dominion, 
"^hile the kingdoms of EgypJb and Syria were 
convulsed with a succession of wars and revoln^ 
lions. Alexander Zebina courted his friendship 
on his accession to the Syrian throne, but this 
|)rinc:e being soon killed, Antiochus Gryphtis 
J)repared to invade judea, in resentment of Hyr- 
fcan's attachment to his rival: but his design 
"w^ suddenly ffystrated by the hostile approach 
of his brother. 

Pyrcan now enjoyed his sovereign authority 
Trithout any disturbance, ajjd continued to ;»mass 
immense treasures by tj^e .tributes he received 
from his own flourishing country, and those 
recently subjected to his dominion. At length, 
j^me hostilities committed by the Samaritans 
X 2 against 
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against the city of Maressa, gave hira an oppor- 
tunity of renewing the war against that people. 
Having advanced with his two sons, Antigoous 
and Aristobulus, at the head of a numerous 
army, to Samaria, he encompassed the city with 
a wall, audia deep ditch of four thousand paces 
circuit, by which the inhabitants were reduced 
to such extremities that they were compelled to 
eat cats, dogs, and all other unclean animals, 
la this miserable situation, however, they found . 
means to send for succour to Antioclms Cyrzi* 
cenus, then king of Syria, who hastened with a 
considerable body of forces to their assistance. 
Hyrcan's presence was now indispensably ne- 
cessary at Jerusalem, the grand day of expia* 
tion being at hand ; but Aristobulus marched 
against the Syrians, and defeated them with 
great slaughter. The siege was then renewed 
with unabated vigour, and the city was at length 
rased to the ground by Hyrcan, w ho, from this 
time, became more and more powerful, and an- 
nexed the provinces of Galilee and Samaria to 
his former territories in Palestine. 

Having thus raised the Jewish religion and 
commonwealth to so enviable a height, and ex- 
ercise^ with equal prudence the functions of a 
fiOTcreignj prince and pontiif, Hyrcan died in the 
twenty-ninth year of his high-priesthood, and 
left five soiis^ Aristobulus, Antigonus, Alex- 
ander, Absalom, and one whose name docs not 
occur. The reign of this illustrious Asmouean 
was no less remarkable for the ha}>py ellects of 
his government at home than for his heroic 
firnintjss in the fitid of battle, and the surprising 
extent uf his conquests. In his life ho u as be- 
Jgvcd by his people, cstcciUed by his allies, and 

dr^uled 
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lireaded by his enemies ; and his death was re, 
jetted by all the Jews, except the Pharisee fac- 
tma, who eipbittered his last days, and endea* 
To«red to blacken his memory by the vilest ca-T 
Jbmnies. 

Aristobalus immediately succeeded to -p p 
his father's dignities ; and, for some time, * * 
permitted Antigonus to share tjie govern- ' ' 
ment with him, but afterward caused him to be 
kijted upon suspicion of disloyalty. His mother, 
having claimed a right to the sovereignty by- 
virtue of Hyrcan's will, was barbarously starved 
to death ; and her other sons were kept in close 
confmement : while this tyrannical persecutor 
as^sumed the royal diadem, which had not been 
worn by any of his predecessors, and effected the 
conquest of Iturea. His successes were, how- 
ever, soon impeded by sickness; and the deep 
remorse he felt for the crime of parricide pro- 
duced a vomiting of blood, which put a speedy 
period to his life and infamous reign. 

Alexander, being set at liberty by the queen, 
assumed the reigns of government ; and took 
Absalom, the youngest brother, under his pro* 
itection. In the first year of his reign, he led an 
^rmy agaii^st the city of Ptolemais, expecting to 
feap sonje advantages from the civil wars of 
Syria ; .but, while he was engaged in the t^iege 
of that place, Ptolemy Lathyrus invaded his do- 
minions, dispossessed him of Azochis in Galilee, 
^ook ten thousand of his subjects captive, and 
defeated his troops with great slaughter near the 
panksofthe Jordan. These exploits would, irt 
all probability, have been soon succeeded by th^ 
conquest of Judea, had not Cleopatra, by her un- 
expected arrival, compelled Lathyrus fo retire. 
Xa The 
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-p p The Jewish prince, having acknow. . 
' ' iedgeil Cleoj.'utra's tiuifly assistance by- 
some nia<^ni>icent presents and ingratiated 
himscift' with her by his pohte behaviour, return- . 
ed to Jeruaaieni, where he recruited his broken 
army, and made such arrangements as might 
enable him to retrieve his laie di.^grace by some 
iunporlaut acquisitions. Crossing the Jordan, he 
laid siege to Gadara, which' he reduced at the 
end of ten mouths ; whence lie proceeded to 
Amathus, another strong fortress, where Theo- 
dotus, the son of Zeno, tyrant of Philadelphia, 
had deposited an immense treasure. This he 
also took with tolerable facility ; but Theodotus, 
having assembled a powerful army, fell upon 
him as he was returning firom the siege, killed 
ten thousand of his men, put the rest to a preci- 
pitate flight, and carried off, together with his 
own w ealth, a very considerable booty. 
^ p This defeat occasioned the Pharisees, 
' ' his implacable enemies, to vilify his go- 
• vernment; but Alexander was by no 
means discouraged from pursuing his warlike de- 
signs, lie therefore hastened to revenge himself 
on the Gazaeans who, by furnishing Lathynls 
with auxiliaries, had caused his late overthrow. 
He immediately invested the towns of Raphia 
and Authedon ;' and, next year, advanced against 
Gaza, which made a vigorous defence, but was 
at length reduced by treachery. Having ob- 
tained admission, he promised to treat the inha- 
bitants with clemency, but soon abandoned them 
to the fury of his troops, and reduced their city^ 
to a heap of ruins. 
j> p On his return from this expedition, he 
^'r^' was treated in iVve most ^o\i\5t.ti\.^tuous 
^- manner by the Qxt\xiiiis ol ^^wisaivsiTcw, 
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who, having been exasperated by the Pharisees, 
actually pelted him as be was oiliciating at the 
great altar on the feast of tabernacles; and in- 
sulted him with the most opprobrious language. 
The interference of the soldiery, however, dis- 
persed the riotous assembly ; and Alexander 
immediately took the most prudent precautions 
for his future safety. 

Soon after this occurrence he marched from 
Jerusalem, at the head of a numerous army, and 
destroyed the city of Aniathus. lie then sub- 
dued the Arabians, and laid the Moubites and 
the Gileaditish mountaineers under tribute; but, 
in consequence of a defeat which iie susiained 
near Gadac^i, he was compelled to return to his 
metropolis, where llie artifices of the Pharisees 
had, by this time, blown the embers of discon- 
tent into jyi open flame of rebellion. Alexander 
^juickly assembled a body of forces to espouse 
his cause, and a civil war ensued, which conti- 
nued for the space of six years, and swept fifty 
thousand of the rebels to an untimely grave, be-^ 
side involving the nation in innumerable cala- 
mities. 

Demetrius immediately resolved to ^ p 
avail himself of tlni fierce contentions, * ' 
and invaded Judea M'ith an army of 
three thousand horse and forty thousand foot, 
partly Jews and j)artly Syrians; and Alexander 
ma relied against him with twenty thousand 
Jews and six thousand Greek auxiliaries: bi*t 
the latter was defeated and obliged to fly to the 
moimtains for shelter. He was, however, sud- 
denly relieved by a defection of the adverse, 
Jews; and Demetrius left the countr\[ vwort^'^^ 
to oppose the proirress oi his^ito^.\vtt ^\vX\^ - ^ 



Q3d Ji^ws. 

Alexander eagerly embraced this opporta* 
nity of marching against bis rebellious subjectSp 
whom he defeated in several engagements^ but 
without bringing them to submission^ till he 
at length cut off thegreater part of their forces 
in one decisive battle, and drove the rest into 
Bethome, where he closely besieged them; and 
next year, having made himselt master of the 
place, chastised their disobedience with unpa- 
ralleled severity. 

Having thus effectually crushed the rebellion, 
Alexander crossed the Jordan, to recover some 
places in Arabia, Moabitis, and Gilead ; which 
he had been recently forced to surrender. This 
invasion brought Aretas, king of Arabia and 
Coelo-Syria, into Judea, where he obtained 
some ad vantages ; but soon withdrew his troops, 
^nd left the Asmonean to pursue his design : 
who accordingly demolished the city of PeJia, 
pillaged Essa of an immense treasure, made him- 
self master of Gualana, Seleucia, and Gamala, 
find carried Demetrius, who commanded in those 
places, prisoner to Jerusalem. 

The success of this expedition gained the loud 
applause of the populace ; and Alexander wa^ 
now become an object of terror to the surround* 
?ng nations ; but his unremitting debaucheries 
threw him into an obstinate quartan ague, and 
hastened his death. Neither his pleasures nor 
distemper could, however, repress his ardour for 
conquest; for he persisted in seeking glory in 
the field of battle, till his strength was entirely 
exhausted; and. he died in his camp, before the? 
fortress of Regaba. 

He left two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus ; 
but bequeathed the government of the state to 

his 
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his wife Alexandra, during her life; and then 
to either of the princes as she might think fit. 
The queen, foreseeing the extreme danger to 
'which herself and family would, in all probabi. 
lity, be exposed by the malice of the Pharisees, 
consulted her dying consort on that important 
subject ; and received such advice as had the de- 
sired eft'ect upon the objects of her apprehension. 

Hyrcanus, the eldest son, was deemed r» p 
a fit successor to his father in the ponti- 70 * 
ficate, because he was less likely to inter- 
fere with the regal authority than his younger 
brother, who was of a more enterprising genius. 
But, though the queen took effectual measures for 
the prevention of any disturbance in her own fa* 
naily, she was equally alarmed and vexed by the 
untractable Pharisees, who soon began to grow 
insolent upon her humble submissions, and com- 
pelled her to grant the most exorbitant de- 
mands, to the derogation of her prerogative, 
and the manifest injury of her subjects. 

Upon intelligence that Tigranes, king of ^ ^ 
Armenia, had entered Syria with an army * * 
of fifty thousand men, and that he de- 
signed to march from thence into Palestine, the 
whole kingdom was thrown into consternation, 
not being able to oppose so powerful an invader. 
Tiie queen therefore sent an embassy, accom- 
panied with many valuable presents, to avert the 
impending storm; and had, soon after, the sa- 
tisfaction to find that Tigranes was forced to re- 
tire to his own coiijitry, which was threatened 
by the K?>man^'. 

About this time Alexandra was seized with a 
dangerous fit of sickness, which induced her 
youngest son to make an clFort for the succession. 

M 
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He aceordiosly left Jenualem with tbe utmoit 
privacy, and contrived to gain over the gover* 
nors oi several important fortresses to his party. 

The news of this proceedinjg^ no sooner reached 
the Pharisees than they hastened virith Hyrcan 
to thiB queen, and conjured her to take some reso- 
lution in the desperate^ posture of their affairs. 
Alexandra was then in the agonies of death, and 
had but just strength enough to tell them she 
left it wholly to them to provide for their owt. 
safety; appomted Hyrcai) her successor, and wai 
well assured they had a sufficient force to fras* 
trate the ambitious designs of Aristobuius. The 
exertion which attended these words was too 
strong for her debilitated frame, and she expired 
immediately after, in the seventy-third year of 
her age, and the ninth of her reigp. 

Aristobuius immediately assumed the royal 
title and state, while the Pharisees seized on his 
wife and children, and confined them in the ca5tfe 
of Baris. A battle was soon af^cr fought at Je- 
richo, in which most of Hyrcan's forces revolted 
to his brother, so that be was compelled to retire 
to Jerusalem, where he obtained a peace from 
Aristobuius, on condition of resigning his digni- 
ties, and contenting himself with his pecnliar 
patrimony in a private life. 

Antipater, an Idumean proselyte, who had 
been raised to the government of his native coun-- 
Jtry by Alexander Jannaeus, began to despair of 
further advancement in consequence of this dis- 
position-, aqd had some rcison to dread the re-^ 
sentuient of the reigning prince. He therefore 
joined the discontented Pharisees, and oflered to 
procujrethe assistance of Aretas, king of Arabia, 
for the accomplishment of their designs. Havinr 

obtained 
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ed the Arabian courts and performed his task 
with such diligence that he soon came back ior 
the prince^ and conveyed him with surprishig 
secrecy to Petra^ where he presented him to the 
king ; and used so many persuasive arguments 
in his behalf that Aretas promised to invade 
Judea, and accordingly marched thither with 
an army of five thousand men. Aristobulu9 
hearing of his arrival, and finding that he wa» 
joined by all the malcontents, advanced to op* 
pose his progress } but, after an obstinate engage^ 
inent,he was defeated with great loss, and forced 
to fly lo the metropolis. The victorious Arabiany 
pursuing his advantage, proceeded likewise to 
Jerusalem, and compelled Aristobulus, with hi» 
few remainmg forces, to take shelter in the pre^ 
cinct of the temple. 

In this emergency Aristobulus resolved j^ ^, 
to apply for succour to the Romans. He ' * 
accordingly sent ambassadors to Scaurus, ' . 
Vfho was then ou the road from Syria, imploring 
his friendship, and offering a considerable sum 
for his assistance. Scaurus immediately wrote 
to Aretas, commanding him to withdraw his 
troops from Judea, under the penalty of being 
declared an enemy to Rome, and the Arabian 
readily obeyed. Aristobulus, being thus relieved , 
assembled an army with all possible dispatch^ 
and pursued his invader, whom he now defeated 
with the loss of seven thousand men. 

About the same time Pompev arrived at Da- 
mascus, and received ambassadors from all the 
neighbouring states, particularly those of Judea, 
Syria, and Egypt. The princes of these places/ 
holding their dignities by a precapious title. 

were 
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were exceedingly desirous to gain the RoniaB.9 
to their iuterest ; and with that view sent a pro- 
fusion of rich presents to their general. On his 
arrival in Cceio-Syria^ Hyrcan and Aristobuius 
each sent a second embassy to implore his pa- 
tronage against the other. Poinpey heard both 
deputies with seeming equanimity, dismissed 
thrm with fair promises, and ordered the cou- 
tending brothers to appear in person and plead 
their cause before him. 

Early i" the following spring Pompey return- 
ed to Syria, where he took some fortresses, de- 
posed several petty tyrants, and carae at length 
to Damascus. Here he found the Jewish princes 
waiting to plead their cause, and provided with a 
number of witnesses to substantiate their respec- 
tive complaints. On the day appointed for their 
audience, a body of Jews came tbrward to ac- 
cuse them of acting concrary to the ancient iaws^ 
and of reducing the Jewish nation to a state ot' 
slavery, by introducing a monarchical govern- 
ment, after the high-priests of God had long 
discharged the duties of government, without au- 
suming the regal dignity. Hyrcan then com- 
plained of the injustice of his younger brother, 
in deposing him from that authority, which was 
his hereditary right, and forcing him into pri- 
vate life, while the revenues of his kingdom 
were seized by the usurper, and his neighbours 
continually plundered both by sea and land. 
Aristobulus readily answered "that he had, in- 
deed, wrested the government from his brother; 
not from any ambitious view of his own, but for 
the benefit of the nation, who conlenined the 
authority of a person so sluggish and inactive a-J 
Hyrcan- and with rc>poct lo the royal title, he 

observ trd 
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<>hscrvcd, he was guilty of no innovation^ as In's 
father Alexander had borne it before hini. 
Pompey, having heard and duly considered the 
pretensions of each party, resolved to declare in 
favour of Hyrcan; but prudently concealed his 
intention, lest Aristobulus should obstruct his 
expedition against the Nabathcans ; and dis- 
missed them with an assurance that he would 
visit Judea, as soon as he had vanquished Aretis, 
and there determine the controversy. 

This declaration was so unsatisfactory to the 
5"ounger brother that he departed in disgust, 
first to Dalion and then to Judea, without taking 
leave of the Roman general. Pompey, iuceused 
at this disrespectful behaviour, marched directly 
in pursuit of him at the head of his troops ; and 
hearing that he Mas at the castle of Alexandria, 
summoned him to appear and account for his 
rashness. Aristobulus was with much diihcmlty 
prevailed on, to prevent a war with Rome, to 
obey the summons. At length, however, he 
w-eut, and exerted himself to the utmost, in com- 
pliments, presents, and promises, to obtain the 
aid of Pompey's protection; but, instead of 
eflecting his purpose, he had the mortiticutioii 
to find he must deliver all his fortresses to the 
Roman power. He then perceived the true ex- 
tent of his misfortune, and deeply regretted his 
having appealed to so partial an arbitrator ; but, 
being now in the power of his adversary, he was 
necessitated to submit. 

• Aristobulus no sooner found himself at libert}'", 
after this unexpected huioilial ion, than he hasten- 
ed to Jerusalem, fully rosolvrd to frustrate the 
ejects of Pou^pey's decision ; but, on the imn)e- 
dintii puisuit of that general, he repented of his 
■ Vol. I J. Y imprudence, 
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imprudence, and humbly prostrating himself at 
his feet, promised to give him a considerable sum 
of money if he would forbear any ho8tiHtie9 
against the nation. The general agreed to bis 
proposal, and detained him in the camp, while 
Gabiuius was sent to demand the stipulated sum ; 
but, on the garrison refusing to fulfil the agree- 
ment, Aristobulus was loaded with chains, and 
the army ordered to march directly against ihi 
city. 

The faction of Hyfcan, being the more numer- 
ous, readily opened the gates, while that of Aris- 
tobulus took shelter in the temple. Pompey sent 
one of his generals to secure the place and the 
royal palace, while those who occupied the tem- 
ple were busily employed in fortifying every 
part of it for sustaining a siege. Battering ramsr 
and other engines of war being brought from 
Tyre, a powerful attack was made on the north 
side of the edifice, which was the weakest, thoufirh 
enclosed with strong walls, high towers, and a 
deep ditch. The besieged were, however, so 
industrious in levelling and dismounting the 
works of their enemy "that they might, in all 
probability, have held out a considerable time, 
had they not, at the end of three mouths, adopted 
their old tenet of non-resistance on the sabbath. 
The besiegers, having at length observed that 
no opposition was made to their attempts on that 
day, took the advantage of getting all things 
ready for an assault; and on the ensuing sab- 
bath mastered the place, by battering down one 
of the towers, together with a part of the wall. 
A horrid slaughter immediately ensued, in which 
twelve thousand persons perished by the arms of 
the Romans^ be^jide many others who died by 

their 
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their own hands. The priests^ however, con* 
trived to offer up their usual sacriiices and devo* 
jtions with the same calmness as if they had been 
in perfect safety^ and suffered themselves to be 
massacred before the altar with as much meek* 
. ness as the victims they were then offering. Pom- 
pey w^much surprised at this religious h^roism^ 
out caused all the prisoners to be put to death 
who had been most zealous against him ; while 
great numbers eluded the fury of his troops, by 
throwing themselves down precipices, or envelop* 
ing themselves and their apartments in flames. 

The face of the Jewish aflairs was now entirely 
changed. Hyrcan, though restored to the pon- 
tificate with the specious title of prince, was de<^ 
prived of the royal diadem, and made tributary 
to Rome ; all the cities, which his valiant prede* 
cessors had taken in Coelo-Syria and Phoeniciai 
were restored to Syria ; and he was sti'ictly for- 
bidden to extend his territory beyond the an- 
cient borders of Judea. Pompey having thus 
subdued the Jewish nation, and gratified his cu- 
riosity by penetrating into the most sacred re- 
cesses of the temple, pulled down the walls of 
Jerusalem, and left Scaurus governor, with a 
sufficient body of troops to prevent a future re- 
v^olt. He then set out for Rome, taking with 
him Aristobulus and his four children, as cap<r 
tives to adorn his triumph. 

SECT. IV. 

The Historic of the ^ewSyfrom their being subdued 
by the Romans to the Reign of Herod the Great. 

HYRCAN had no sooner obtained a deliver^ 
ance froin his rival brother than he re- 
y 2 lapsed 
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lapsed into his former indolence, and lefl the 
care of his affairs to Antipater, ^vho failed not to 
turn it to the advantage and aggrandisement of 
his own family. 

j> p Aiexandcr, son of Aristobulus, con« 
* ' trived, in the mean time, to escape from 
' Rome, and to return into Judea ; where 
he soon raised a powerful party, and an army of 
ten thousand foot and fifteen hundred horse. He 
also began to tbrtify several eminent fortresses 
near the footof the Arabian mountains, and aug- 
mented the number of his followers so rapidly 
that Hyrcan, being in no condition to oppose him, 
was compelled to call in the Romans, in order to 
suppress this new invader. A body of troops 
being immediately sent from Syria, Alexander 
was obliged to retire into the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, where he was defeated with the loss 
of three thousand men. From thence he removed 
to Alexandrion.and was closely besieged by Ga- 
binius, till at length he was dismissed with par- 
don and impunity, through the exquisite pru- 
dence of his mother, who had insinuated herself 
into the Roman general's favour. Gabinius or^ 
dered the fortress to be destroyed, with those of 
Machaeron and Hyrcansor), that they might no 
longer be an occasion of fresh revolts; and con- 
ducted Hyrcan to Jerusalem, for the express pur- 
pose of reinstating him in his pontifical dignity. 
J 1(3 then divided ihe province into five districts, 
and established a separate court of judicature in 
each, by which n>eans the government was 
transformed into an aristocracy; and the Jews, . 
wiio had been hitlierto governed by their own 
monarchical pontiffs, fell under the subjection of 
a race of tyrants. 

Soon 
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Soon after this eveat, Aristobulas found means 
to escape from prison, and to enter Judea with 
his son Antigonus. Here he was joined by > 
considerable number of Jews, who offered to assist 
him in rebuilding the castle of ^^lexandrion. 4- 
detachment of Romans, however, cut off the 
greatest part of his adherents, and drove the rest 
into the ruined fortress of Machaeron ; whence 
Aristobulus and his son were sent, covered with 
wounds, to the same prison in which they had 
been confined after Pompey's triumph. 

Gabinius being invited next year into Egypt 
-to assist Ptolemy Auletes in the recovery of his 
crown, Alexancfer seized that opportunity of en^ 
terihg Judea, at the head of a considerable army, 
and taking an ample revenge on the Romans 
wherever he found them. His successes were, 
however, of short duration, as Gabinius hastened 
toward him on the first account of his invasion, 
and defeated him in the vicinage of MountTabor, 
with the loss of ten thousand men. 

Crassus, succeedingGabiniusinthegb- -^ ^ 
vernment of Syria, found the whole pro- * ' ' 
vince in peace, a circumstance which gave 
hini leisure to pursue his favourite design of in- 
vading the Parthians. But, previous to his de- 
parture on that expedition, he plundered the 
temple at Jerusalem of everj*^ thing that was va- 
luable, not excepting the most sacred utensils. 
The whole amount of this sacrilegious pillage i^ 
said to have been upward of two millions sterling. 

On the death of thi^ monster of impiety, ^ ^ 
Cassius led the poor remains of his army ' * 
to suppress the incursions which the vic- 
torious Parthians now made in that province. 
From thence he mardbed into Judea, where ha 

Y3 besiegec^^^ 
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- besieged the city of Taricha on the south shore 
of the lake Gennezureth, whither. Pitolaus had 
retreated with the surviving remnant of Alexan- 
der's faction. The place being reduced, Pitolaus 
was piit to death by the counsel of Antipater, and 
thirty thousand individuals were taken prisoners, 
■jj . p About th ree years after the reduction oi* 

* ' Tarichaea, Julius CtEsar became master of 
Rome, when, thinking that Aristobulus 
might render him some service against Pompey, 
he svt him at liberty, and sent him into Palcsfiue 
at the head of two legions, to overawe the Sy- 
rians ; but some ot" Pompey's partisans contri\ ed 
to poison him, and by that means frustrated 
Caesar's politic design. The news of his return 
into Judea induced his son, Alexander, to raise 
some forces to join him on his arrival ; hut M«v 
telliis Scipio, son-in-law to Pompey, caused the 
unfortunate prince to be seized and brought be- 
fore his tribunal at Antioch, where he was im- 
mediately doomed to sutler decapitation. 

In the mean time, the war between Caesar and 
Pompey aflbrdod the Jews an opportunity of in- 
gratiating themselves with the former, who was 
then wailing impatiently in Egypt for new levies 
under MithridatesthePerganienian. These being 
unable to break through Pelusiun), he was obliged 
to stop at Ascalon for new reinforcements ; till 
the arrival of Antipater at the head of three thou- 
sand Jews, with some other succours, drawn from 
Armenia, Mount Libanus, and Syria, enabled 
him to carry the city of Pelusium by assault. In 
return for this well-timed assistance, and the gal- 
lantry or'the Jewish commander,CaBsar confirmed 
Hy rcan in the pontificate, entailed the principali- 
ty of Judea on his posterity for ever, and ordered 

a pillar 
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a pillar to be erected, on which various beaeficial 
grants were confirmed to the Jewish nation. 
He also conceived a particuhir esteem for Anti- 
pater, and gave him some unequivocal marks of 
friendship, by presenting him with the free- 
dom of Rome, making him procurator of Judea, 
and advancing him to a distinguished post in the 
army. / 

Antigonus, hearing of these particulars, has- 
tened to the dictator, and presented an accusa- 
tion against the new favourites, representing the 
misfortunes his family had sufliired, and peti- 
tioning for the restoration of his father's princi- 
pality. Antipater, however, defended his own 
cause and that of liyrcan with sue h forcible elo- 
quence that the accuser was repulsed, as a fac- 
tious and turbulent person; and the late decree 
in favour of his enemies was engraved on bra- 
zen tables, to be hung up in the temples of As- 
calori. Tyre and Sidon, as well as in the capital 
at Rome, whither Ilyrcan soon afterward sent 
ambassadors to renew his alliance with that na- 
tion, and to obtain a promisory decree for re- 
building the wall of Jerusalem. 

Antipater on his return from Tyje, whither 
he had accompanied his patron, exerted himself 
to restore the Jewish state to its ancient model, 
and to repair the fortifications of Jerusalem. He 
bestowed the government of that metropolis on 
his eldest son Phasael, and made Herod, his se- 
cond son, governor of Galilee. The former ne» 
glected nothing that could render him popular 
in his new ofhce ; and the latter soon signalised 
himself by the extirpation of a dangerous ban- 
ditfi that had long infested the country ; so 
that Antipater had the satisfaction of seeing his. . , 
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sons become the darlings of the nation, without 
apparently lessening any part of their respect to 
Hyrcan, who still seeined to be at the head of 
^11 national concerns. 

This rapid augmentation of power in Anti-r 
pater's family was, however, by no means plead- 
ing to the generality of the people, who regard- 
ed Herod's conduct, with respect to the ban- 
ditti, as highly culpable \\\ itself, and prelusive 
of future tyranny. They accordingly prevailed 
on their high priest to summon Herod before 
)iim and the sanhedrim ; but the appearance of 
that young hero, mi the day of audience, gave 
them to understand that he came not as a private 
person, much less as a culprit in expectation of 
an unfavourable sentence. He was clothed \n 
purple, attended by a numerous retinue, and 
provided with letters from Sextus Caesar, which 
seem to have been calculated to intimidate the 
sanhedrim, rather than to recommend his cause 
to the pontiff, who was already sufficiently in hi? 
interest. These circumstances struck such an 
^we ipto the court that none of bis accusers 
ventured for some tin?e to open their lips ; but, 
at length San^eas, a man of known wisdom anq 
integrity, boldly stepped forward, and arraign- 
ed him, not only for his former crime, but for 
his present audacity, in attempting to frighten 
fcis judges, instead of exculpating himself from 
the charges preferred against him. Hyrcan, 
perceiving the impression which this speech 
made on the court, adjourned it till the next 
day, and advised Herod privately to elude the 
impending danger by a timely flight. Herod 
accordingly retired to Damascus, whence -he 
seat a contemptuous message to the sanhedrim, 
"■^ importing 
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importing that if they were disposed to summon 
him again, he wt>uld disclaim their jurisdiction. 

Two years after this transaction, liyr- t» p 
can obtained a fresh decree for fortifying * " 
his metropolis ; together with such a pro- 
fusion of immunities and privileges that the 
Jewish nation could hardly be said to feel the 
weight of the Roman yoke. This happy state 
was not, however, of long duration, as two re- 
markable accidents soon happened, viz. the 
murder of Sextus Cassar in Judea, and the assas- 
sination of Julius at Rome, which brought on a 
series of distractions and calamities. 

Cassius, having driven Bassus from Syria, 
seized upon his government, and, assembling an 
army of twelve legions, began to levy large tri- 
butes upon that province, and particularly on 
Judea, which he taxed at seven hundred talents. 
Antipater, who knew the consequence of send- 
ing an immediate supply, committed the levy- 
ing of half the stipulated sum to his sons, and or- 
dered the remainder to be raised by one Mali- 
chus and his associates. Herod immediately in- 
gratiated himself with the new governor by a 
prompt compliance with his orders, and Phasael 
soon followed with his quota ; but the other go- 
vernors not coming forward with equal alacrity, 
Cassius ordered all the inhabitants of their re- 
spe(rtive cities to be sold by auction ; and would 
have sacrificed Malichus to his resentment, had 
not the pontiff redeemed him at the expense of 
a hundred talents. 

Malichus, m ho bore an inveterate hatred to 
Antipater, soon formed the resolution of taking 
him oti'by treachery : but, his plot being disco- 
vered, he went to him in a seemingly friendly 

manner 
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manner, arid by oaths^ assurances^ and protesta* 
tions, convinced him of his innocence, insomuch 
that A nti pater used all his interest to prevent the 
governor of Syria from putting him to death. 
Maticbus ^as, however, of too vile a disposition 
to be affected by this generosity, and soon after- 
ward bribed Hyrcan's butler to poison the de» 
laded Idumean, while himself with an armed 
force seized upon the government of Jerusalem, 
phasael and nerod were at no loss to discover 
. the author of this villainy, and resolved to pib 
nish him by some private stratagem, without iiif 
vol V ill g the nations in the calamities of a 
civil war. 

An opportunity fioon offered for the eKecutiDi^ 
of this design. Cassius having subdued L^odir 
cea, was visited with presents and congratula^ 
tions by all the chief lords of Syria and Pales, 
tine ; and Malichus, among the rest, hastened to 
pay his respects to the conqueror. Herod fell 
in with him on the road, and invited him to a 
banquet in the neighbourhood of Tyre. The 
invitation was accepted ; and the Tyrian officers, 
in CO npiiance with the ordei-s of Cassius, reward- 
ed the traitor's crimes by rushing into the apart* 
went, and sheathing their daggers in his body. 
The Jewish pontiff, being, apprised of his death, 
appeared thunderstruck for some time, but on 
Herod's asserting that he had fallen by Cassius's 
cominand.s, he replied he must applaud the deed, 
since it had delivered him from a formidable 
enemy. 
•g p The brother of the deceased, under the 

^2 specious pretence of avenging Malichus, 
threw Judea into the utmost confusion, 

' " ^ Caasius was coiP^eW^dlo xsvaitcli 4uto Asia. 
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Felix^ who was left at the He&d of some Roman 
forces in Jerusalem, seems also to have been 
gained to his party ; -and Hyrcan was too inac- 
live to take any measures against them : so that 
Felix attacked Phasael on the one hand, while 
Malichus's brother reduced Massada, and some 
other important fortresses. Phasael, however, 
found means to chase Fejix from Jerusalem; and 
Herod, who had been detained by sickness at 
Damascus, hastened to Massaday where he sub- 
dued the other faction, and obliged their leader 
to capitulate for his life. The two brothers then 
returned to Jerusalem, and boldly tpbraidcd 
Hyrcan with pusillanimity; but a reconciliation 
was. soon effected, by the marriage of Herod 
with Mariamne, the beautiful grand-daughter 
of the high-priest. 

These troubles were scarcely appeased when 
Antigonus, the younger son of Aristobulus, hav- 
ing gained the protection of Ptolemy Mennaius, 
prince of Chalcis, and of Fabius, governor of 
Damascus, put himself at the head of a numer* 
bus army, to revive his father's pretensions to 
Judea ; but his project was frustrated by Herod^ 
^vho engaged him on the frontiers^ and compell« 
cd him to retreat with considerable loss. 

Soon after this event, Mark Antony came to 
settle the affairs of Syria. On his arrival at Bi- 
thynia, the Jews preferred some heavy com^i 
plaints against Phasael and Herod, as having 
engrossed the entire administration of Judea^ 
and left Hyrcan only the empty name of a prince. 
But Herod had taken such politic precautions to 
secure the friendship of Antony, that the ac- 
cusers were dismissed with contempt. The 
Je\^ ish prisoners, whom Casa\\X3 Yi^ ca»&^^» 
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be sold by auction, were now restored to iherr 
liberty and former possessions ; and Hyrcan re- 
ceived a letter from the Roman general, replete 
with expressions of anxiety and respect. 
• Notwithstanding these public marks of esteem 
for the sons of Autipater, the triumvir had no 
sponer reached tlie city of Daphne, near Anti- 
och, than he was accosted by a second embassy 
from Jerusalem, on the subject of the former 
complaints. Messala undertook the defence of 
the accused commanders, and Ilyrcan himself 
espoused their cause so warmly that Antony 
made them both tetrarchs, entrusted them with 
the care of Judea, and wrote a letter to the san- 
hedrim in their favour, while fifteen of their 
most turbulent enemies were imprisoned, and 
would have been executed, had not Ilerod inter- 
ceded for their lives. 

The opjwsite faction were only exasperated 
by these proceedings, and a third embassy, con- 
sisting of a thousand persons, was iiimiediately 
sent to Tyre ; but Antony, who was now fully 
confirmed in llcred's interest, sent orders to the 
iijagistracy to assist in the punishment of these 
factious nmtinecrs. Ilerod and Ilyrcan then at- 
tempted to stop their design, by representing the 
danger which they must incur; but the rash 
auibassadors pressed i'orward to prefer their 
complaints, and were either cut to pieces or 
taken prisoners by the Tyrians. 
jj p Aextyear Judca was again invaded by 
.Jq * Antlgonus, who had persuaded a groat 
number of discontentcdjews to enlist be- 
neath his b:mner, and had also firocured a body 
of cavalry from Partliia. \Vithtlie:ic ui/ited forctv?: 
lie made himself master of Uic canton of l}r\ ma, 
. 3 ' iii\d 



Mi from thence proceeded to Jerusalem. Here 
he was so warmly repulsed by the tetrarchs,that 
he was compelled to take shelter in the temple* 
The hostile troops continued, however, to skir- 
mish with each other tUl the ifeast of pente-^ 
cost> when Antigonus was joined by many of 
the Jews who assembled at that solemnity; but 
as their exertions were soon crashed by the vigi- 
lance of Herod, and the greater part of them* 
were destitute of armsy the invaders were disap- 
pointed of theire5Cp"ectations, and the two parties,, 
being at length tired of shedding so much blood, 
came to an agreement that Pacorus, cup-bearer 
to the king of Patthia, who had accompanied 
Antigonus, and was now encamped without the 
walls of the city^ should be admitted to mediate 
a; peace. 

This project, though *et on foot by Antigo- 
nus, who relied entirely on the friendship of the 
Parthian general, was nevertheless agreed to 
by Phasael, who went out to meet him, and ac- 
commodated him with ari aparttfient in the royal 
palace. 

Here Pacorus, taking advantage of the confi- 
dence his getierods host imposed in him, per-* 
snaded him to go on an embassy to Ea'rzanes, 
who was then governor of Syria under the Par- 
thian king. Herod, suspecting the treachery of 
the Parthians, was much averse from the propo* 
sal : but his remonstrances were disregarded^ 
and Phasael, accoulpanied by Hyrcan, set out on 
the journey. Uporf their arrival in Galilee^ 
they were conducted to Barzapharnes, who re- 
ceived them court^o«sly, and gave them accom- 
modations suitable to their rank. Phasael was 
sOfon after ii^ormed of such particulars as fully 
Vol, II. Z convinced 
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convinced him of his dangerous situation^ and 
induced him to expostulate with Barzapbarne» 
on his injustice ; but the treacherous Paithian 
solemnly disclaimed the charge^ and preserved* 
all the necessary appearance of friendship^ till 
he supposed Herod had likewise been entrapped,, 
when he ordered the Jewish priest and tetrach 
to be both thrown into close confinement, 
2 Q Pacorus had been sent back to Jeru^ 
'^ ' salem for the express purpose of surpris- 
* ing Herod : but that young warrior, hav- 
ing timely notice of the plot, conveyed himself, 
with all his family, friends, and valuable e^ect^ 
out of the metiropolis ; and proceeded, under, a 
numerous escort of his own troops, toward Idu* 
mea. lu this journey he met with several ob- 
stinjctions from the Parthians and Antigonians ; 
but his extraordinary valour, with that of bis 
guards, enabled him to aecompHsh his design ^ 
and he resolutely proceeded^ sword iii hand, till 
he arrived at the town of Thressa, where his 
brother Joseph met him with a powerful rein- 
forcemcnt. 

Having left his family and treasures in the for- 
tress of Massada, under the care of Josephs and. 
a garrison of eight hundred men, he sat out for 
Petra, the metropolis of Arabia, intending to bor- 
row a sum. of money from the king (whom he 
had formerly obliged) for the purpose of pur- 
chasing his brother's freedom. But the ungrate- 
ful Malclms sent him orders to quit his territories, 
so that he was compelled to change his meafores, 
and apply to the- Romans. 
[ His flight from Jecesulam haviDg iu the tkiean 
time been discovered, the Parthians plundered 
his palace, together with the city and circumja- 
cent 
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•cent country. They then inverted Antigonnsi 
with the supreme dignity in the Jewish stated 
according to their agreement, and Phasael and 
Hyrcan were brought in chains to the metrorpolis. 
The new monarch dicl not think it advisable to 
put the high-priest to death, but incapacitated 
him from,oiBciatii\g at the altar, by causing his 
ears to be cut off: while Phasael, in *he extre- 
mity of despair, eluded the -cruelty of his^nemies 
by an act of suicide. 

Herod, on his arrival at Itome, applied first to 
Antony, then to Octavius, for needful succours, 
and urged his request so forciWy that the tri- 
umvirs resolved to assist him to the utmost of 
their power, and formed a design in his favour 
which for exceeded his expectations. The senate 
vfas immediately convened, and Herod intro- 
duced by Messaia and Atratinus, who set forth 
the great services of Antipater's family to the 
Romans, and represented Antigonus as a sedi- 
tious person and a known enemy to their nation. 
Herod was accordingly elected by »li the sena- 
tors to fiH the Jewish throne, and Antigonus 
was voted an enemy. The ceremony of inau- 
guration was then performed with the utnrost 
solemnity, and Herod was regaled by the tri- 
umvirs for seven days, at the expiration of which 
he set out for Brundusium, and sailed from 
thence to Ptolcmais. 

During these important transactions, Antigonus 
liad invested the fortress of Massada so closely 
that the garrison, though amply furnished with 
other provisions, were greatly' distressed for want 
of water, insomuch that Joseph was contriving 
sneans to break through the besiegers in order to 
Z 2 procure 
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procure ssiccour from Malchus, king of Arabia^ 
Vfko was qow ashamed of his ungenerous con- 
duct toward Herod. Tfce mecessity of this sjailly 
was, however, fortunately obviated by a heavy 
^n, which filled all the cisterqs ; and Josepi^ 
exerted himself to make a vigorous defeac?, tiU 
bis brother should come to his relief. 

Herod had no sooner landed at Ptolemais thaq 
l^e assembled abodyof troops, which augm/eated 
80 rapidly, in consequence of his munificeiiQei 
that aln^ost the whole province of Qalilee es- 
poused his cause. Ventidius, the Bpmaa ^er 
lieral in $y ria, was also commanded to assist l^iiq 
wit2]i ail his forces, S9 that he was soon in a con* 
dition to oppose Antigonus^ apd to relieve bis 
di3tressed lazpily. Having reduced Joppa, whicl^ 
was a plage of too considerable importance to bo 
|eft behind in the hands oi an enemy, he ad« 
yanCi^d a.g^iDist his competitor, and compelled 
^m to rejjiuquis}} b^ attempts on Massada. 

3y this tigie Herod's ^rmy was so considerably 
increased that he boldly marched against }eru» 
i^alem, where he caused a general amnesty to bo 
proclaimed, e^^tjcnding it to all the adherents o{ 
Autigonus^ who should coi^e over to him within 
a limited time. Antigonps, on the other hand, 
publicly accused the Roman senate of injustice, 
in settipff a person on the throne whose birth 
excluded him from the succession; and the con- 
. test between the rivals rose at length to such a 
height that some volleys of airows were dis- 
charged upon the besiegers, who at tbp samo 
time were disturbed by a mutiny. Herod in^« 
piediately sent out for supplies, which came in 
such abundance tbat all pretence pf revolt wa^ 

cut 
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•tvtt oft, and the Roman troops^ after plundering 
Jerico of an immense treasure^ were sent into 
winter quarters. 

The advanced state of the season precluding 
the commencement of the intended seige^ Herod ' 
<lispatched his brother Joseph with one thousand - 
foot and four hundred horse, into Idumaea, 
while he placed his own family securely in the . 
city of Samaria. He afterward took' several 
important fortresses in Galilee, and effectually 
destroyed the banditti who occupied the rocky 
parts of that province. 

He then went to Mark Antony, who was em- 
ployed in the siege of Samarata, and rendered 
him some important services by his gallantry; in 
return for which the triumvir, on the reduction 
of the city, left Sosius, governor of Syria, with 
positive orders to assist Herod with the Roman 
forces under his command, whenever such a re» 
inforcement sliould be necessary. 

Herod^ o« his return, found his affairs in a 
very unpleasant situation: his brother Joseph, 
in opposition to hi« desire, had made an attack 
against Jericho with his own forces, and five le- 
gions with which he had been furnished by Ma- 
chaeras ; but the Roman cavalry being totally 
unfit for such rocky ground as he was then en- 
camped upon, his army was defeated, and him- 
self slain. This unfortunate accident was im- 
mediately followed by the entire revolt of Gali- 
lee, where the most opulent of Herod's friends 
were barbarously thrown into the lake of Tibe- 
rias. Idumea was also on the point of revolting, 
but the appearance of Herod, at the head of a 
fresh army, effected a sudden cVvasv^'^^'wA vcl*-, 
spired bU partisana with ti^n«i t^WiViXSww* "^^^ 
Z 3 ^xcr;>s» 
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province of Galilee Mras inuneiiialely reduced | 
and an engagen^cnt soon ensued between the 
two antagonists, in which Herod obtained acorn* 
plctc victory^ and ensanguined the field with the 
blood of his enemies, riis eagerness to revenge 
Joseph's death made him pursue the fugitive^ 
with such astonishing swiftness that he might 
have proceeded immediately to Jerusalem, and 
have taken it with the utniost facility, bad h« 
nofr been prevented by a violent storm. AntigOr 
nus was, at the same time, so completely ex« 
hausted that he was almost tempted to abandon 
his capital to the victorious enemy : bat the ap- 
proach o£ winter induced Herod to put his forces 
into winter quarters, and con^equeAtly gave ^ 
respite to Antigonus. 

Having adopted this method, with a design to 
commence the siege of Jerusalem early in tbo 
sprinff, Herpd went to Samaria, and consum- 
mated his marriage with Mariampe, a princesf 
bighl V worthy of his teiiderest care and a|)rection, 
'Whether considered with respect to her iUustriouf 
&mily, herexalted virtue and merit, or her per^ 
fBonai beauty and accomplishments. By this time 
he was reinforced with thirty thousandf men, an4 
Sosius had been ordered to march to his assist, 
ance with eleven legions, and six thousand horse, 
beside some Syriao troops hired as auxiliaries. 

With this formidable army he proceeded to 
the metropolis of Judea, while the besieged were^ 

Jm the other hand, equally numerous and resor 
ute, the city being thronged with persons from 
all parts of the country. For some tune the be? 
^egers were greatly annoyed by frequent cs^llies, 
^ at len^h the Romans scaled the autww) 
f[j|l^ nfitYfitks^^S ^^ vigwow PpF^itKHi 9if 

tbo 



^e garrison ; and in ten days more they got 
within the second^ when some of the galleries 
belonging to the temple beiuff set on fire, Herod 
endeavoured to throw the odmm of that circumr 
stance np.on his rival. On the reduction of the 
Jower city, the besieged fled for shelter to the 
upper, and to the temple, where they were re- 
duced to great extremities by famine, it being 
the sabbatic year/ in which they were forbidden 
^o cultivate the land. In this condition they rer 
solutely built a new wall ipstead of that which 
had been beaten down ; countermined the ener 
n>y repeatedly, and fought sometimes above, and 
sometimes below ground, with all the fury of 
despair, till at length a general assault tennis 
nated the siege, and compelled them tosurrender^ 

The Roman troops had no sooner obtained ai^ 
entrance into the upper city, than they dispersed 
themselves into all parts in search of plunder, 
^nd massacred a great number of the wretched^ 
inhabitants. The very sanctuary wason the point 
of undergoing the same fate as the common hs^ 
bitations, but here Herod interposed, and put s^ 
stop to all further devastation, by satisfying tbft 
capacity of the soldiers by a lajrge dons^tive o^% 
of his own coffers. 

Thus was the holy city taken, afler ^ ^ rt / 
^ege of si:K months, and with its reduc^ ' ' S 
tipn terniinated the reign of the Asmo- ' ! 
neans, which h^ continued ofke huijidred aiKl / 
twenty-nine years, from Judas Maccabeus t^ '■ 
^jatigonus, the last male of t^hat family who tiiel4 i 
the reins of government. Sosius, having acr 
complished Antcmy's ^\x^ by establishing 
Uerod i« the rpyal dignity, nresented ^ c.\^^'^ 
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deposed prince/ivho was loaded with chains^ anj 
atl^rward condemned to death at the earnest so* 
licitations of Herod, ' 



SECT. V. 

From the Accession of Herod to the Birth of Christy 

HEROD had scarcely assumed the insignia 
of his new dignity when he was compelled 
to employ his thoughts on two important sub- 
jects, viz. the means of replenishing his treasury 
after the large demands which had heen made 
Hpon it by his auxiliaries ; and the suppression 
of the opposite faction, which retained an in- 
delible aflection for the Asmonean family, and 
an insurmountable aversion for that of An- 
tipater. 

• To answer the first necessity, he caused all the 
gold, silver, and other valuables, found in the 
metropolis, to be seized and deposited in his own 
palace ; by which rapine he soon amassed a con- 
siderable treasure; but as a great part of it was^ 
given to the Romans in payment for their re- 
cent services, he relmbufsed himself by causing 
the wealthiest persons of the Antigonian party to 
be put to death, and confiscated their estates. 
iSuch was his horrid vigilance upon this occasion 
that he ordered his guards to examine whether 
the bodies were really dead when they weyc car- 
ried out for sepulture ; and to prevent the re- 
moval of any riches from their habitations, at the 
time of the funeral. In short , Kvs ueciessities ^ere 
BO urgent J aud las V)WLii^^ «> Vks\^\w«w^v>a 



ftvourites, tixat he spared no ^^tortioo^ though 
the distressed condition of the country^ for want 
of cultiyatiov, thre^ene4 bis aubjocts vith th^ 
calamities of ^mine. 

Hyrcan^ the unfbrtanate pontifF, who had fal- 
len a prey to the treachery of Antigonns and th^ 
Parthians^ aqd who had been taken prisoner t^ 
Parthia, was released from confinemient by Phr^ 
artes, and permitted to reside inBabylonj, wherf 
he eiyoyeci the resoect and unfeigned affectioa 
of the Jews who awelt in that city^ j^nd also of 
those who \\\ed beyond the Euphrates; but b« 
* 90 sooner heard of Herod's accession to the throBf 
of Judea than he conceived an ardent desire of 
visiting his native country, and spending the re* 
isiduc of his life in the beloved city of Jerusalemf 
Having communicated these thoughts to some of 
his friends, he was earnestly advised to abandon 
ihem, and to remain content with that venera^ 
tion which was paid to his high birth and dignity 
in Babylon : but the pressing invitations of tho 
Qionarch were so perfectly consonant with his 
own wishes that he was deaf to rejEnoustrance, 
and resolved to return to the land which con* 
taincd the temple of his God. 

Herod was, in the mean time, much ^ p 
disturbed by domestic contentions ; and o^ ' 
was compelled, though Riuch against his 
inclination, to invest ^ristobulus, the brother of 
ilariamne, with the pontifical dignity. This 
condescension to Alexandra, his mother-in*law, 
fi as merely political ; and that princess, whose 
haughty ana enterprising spirit rendered her a 
dangerous enen^y, was soon after confined to hef 
palace. In this emergency she tec^vi^^ ^w v^-^ 
yjtation U> the cowjt 0I C\coPto«c,WKV«^^^^'^»'V 
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SOD ; but, after contriving a singular medrod of 
escape, the fugitives were arrested and -brouj^t 
back ; though Herod's dread of the Egyptian 
queeu induced him to dissemble his resentment.* 

At the ensuing feast of tabernacles the new 
high -priest, who was about seventeen years of 
age, officiated in his sacred capacity with such 
extraordinary gracefulness, and appeared soma* 
jestic in the pontifical robes, that the people, re- 
flecting on the merit of his -ancestors, could not 
forbear expressing their admiration. This cir- 
cumstance inflamed Herod's jealousy to. so un- 
governable a pitch tliat he immediately resolved 
on the destruction of the amiable youth; and 
accordingly hired some base wretches to put a 
period to his life, by holding him under water ia 
a bath, to which he was invited afiter the solem- 
nity. This diabolical action was glossed over 
with the pretence of being purely accidental, and 
the result cif mere diversioBj and the Icing not 
only seemed -to believe this report^ but put him- 
self into the deepest mourning, ordered his ob- 
st^quies to be performed with all possible mag- 
nificence, and caused a stately monument to be 
erected to the memory of the unfortunate sufferer. 
But this alfectation was easily seen through by 
the people, and only served to render the^author 
of the calamity mere odious to the nation^ slarge, 
and particularly to his own family. 

Alexandra having written a«ii account of these 
cruel proceedings to Cleopatra that princess ear- 
nestly importuued Antony to take vengeance on 
the murderer, in hopes that his death would fa- 
cilitate her wish of enjoying the Jewish revenue. 
Antony, accordingly, commanded Herod io ap- 
pear beiere him at Laodicea, in order to clear 
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bimself of this keavy charge; and Herod, how- 
ever reluctant^ was obhged to obey.. He how*, 
ever took such precautions, and bribed his judge 
. 80 high, that ou the day of audience he was most 
basely absolved ; and Cleopatra's avaricious de- 
mands were pacified with the province of C(£lo« 
Syria. 

V Herod, previously to his departure on this bu-- 
siness, commanded his uncle Joseph, whom he 
left in care of his government, to put Man'amne 
to death incase he should be condemned by An- 
tony ; as he was apprehensive the triumvir had 
formed a design inimical to his honour upon the 
fame of hk q^ueen's beauty. This injjonction was 
imprudently communicated to Mariamne, who 
ever after entertained the utmost dread of her 
sanguinary consort : and Alexandra was so vio- 
lently exasperated that she earnestly entreated 
Joseph to conduct herself and daughter from the 
city, and place them beneath the protection of 
the Romans, who'were then encamped in the 
neighbourhood.; but this project was soon ren- 
dered unnecessary by the news of Herod^ ac« 
quittal. 

Salome, the king's sister,, had in the mean time 
made herself acquainted with these deliberations ; 
and, on her brother's return, accused the virtuous 
Mariamne of a criminal correspondence with 
Joseph. The queen boldly asserted the recti- 
tude of her conduct to Herod, in open defiance 
of her calumniator ; but, happening to upbraid 
him with his cruel order, he was fully persuaded 
that nothing less than guilty familiarity could 
have prevailed on his uncle to disclose the fatal 
secret. He therefore commanded the ill-fated 
Joseph to be put to death, without permitting 



i64 tit^* 

any e^plsnMiotf^ and caused Aletstfidi^ to 6« 

loaded with chains and thrown into prison. 

Cleopatra having conceiTed a violent resent- 
ment against Herod, for his inattention to her 
amorons advances^ when she visited his 6ourt on 
her retnm from the Euphrates, persuaded her 
Roman lover to order him on an expedition 
against the Arabians ; and, having obtained her 
fequest, set Atbcnion, one of her own generals, 
to join him as an auxiliary, thotgh in reality he 
was commanded to ruin hhn. Herod, upon the 
first encounter, gave the enemy a great over- 
throw; and was on the point of gaining a se- 
cond victory when Anthenion fell suddenly upon 
the Jews, and cut mostof them in pieces; while 
Herod and a small remnant of his followers saved 
their lives by a precipitate flight. 
-D Q lu the course of the next year, Judea 
1 . ' was shaken with an extraordinary earth- 
quake, which destroyed a prodigious 
number of cattle, and buried some thousands of 
the people beneath the ruins of their habita- 
tions. Upon the report of this calamity, the Ara- 
bians invaded the kingdom, expecting to have 
found it utterly defenceless ; but Herod defeat- 
ed them in two successive engagements, 'and 
compelled them to sue for a cessation of hostilities. 
•g p Herod's happiness was soon afterward 
^ '' disturbed by the defeat of his patron at 
' Actium, and the dread of Augustus's re- 
sentment; but, perceiving the desperate slate of 
Antony's affairs, and finding him unwilling to 
sacrifice Cleopatra to his own safety, he resolved 
to make his peace with the conqueror, on the 
best terms he could obtain. Having taken this 
determination, he caused Hyrcan, the venerable 

pontiff. 



pontiff, to be beheaded, on pretence of C2tvrying 
On a treasonable correspondence with the King 
of Arabia : but in reality to rid hin>«elf of the 
only flfurviving male of the Asmonean ractf ^ Ht 
then sent his queen and her mother Alexandra 
into the fortress of Massada^ under th€ care of 
his treasurer, and one of his chief confidents^ ^ 
with express orders to put these princesses to 
death on the first intelligence of his ill success : 
And committed his own mother and her daugh-? 
ter Salome to the care of his brother Pherorasy » 
with an exhortation to seize on the Jewish 
crown, and defend it to the last extremity, in 
case his expedition should prove unfortunate. 

On his arrival at Rhodes, he obtained an au-^ 
dience of Augustus, and addressed him in a 
speech so well composed and appropriate that 
the emperor commanded him to wear the diadem 
m his presence, and honoured him with several 
other marks of peculiar esteem. Herod, elated 
at this success, made some noble presents to Au^ 
gustus and his favourites, and returned to hit 
metropolis highly pleased with his acquisitions 
of honour and authority ; but his felicity wa9 
materially damped by the reception he iliel 
with from his beloved consort, and her exaspe-* 
rated mother, who had, during his absenecy 
found means to discover the fatal orders he had 
left with the governors of Massada. 

Augustus, passing through Syria in his way tor 
£gypt, was entertained by Herod at Ptolemaisj 
with incredible magnificence : beside a present 
of eight hundred talents, he furnished the army 
vith provisions, as they marched through sotne 
barren deserts, where they might otherwise have 
been driven to the utmost extremities ; and h^ 

Vol. IL A a %s:^wk^^^^^^ 
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accompanied the emperor as far as Pelusium. 
The same magnificent reception was given at 
Au^stus's return ; and that prince wasso great- 
ly delighted with the complaisance and miitiifi- 
cence of his Jewish tributary, that he made him 
a present of the four thousand Gauls who had 
served as body guards to Cleopatra ; and re- 
stored him such a number of cities as conside- 
rably augmented both his territory and revenue. 
•p p Mariamne's affection was, in the meaa 

■ • time, totally alienated from her husband; 
and Salome, her inveterate enemy, con- 
tinued to do her all the ill offices in her power, 
till at length the unfortunate queen was publicly 
tried and condemned to die, for a crime to which 
ker heart was an entire stranger. She bore her 
fate with becoming intrepidity, and terminated 
with her sufferings all the happiness of her ts- 
rannical husband. 

Salome having hurried the execution, leai 
some discovery of her own treachery might fruR- 
Irate her cruel design, or the ungovernable af- 
fection of her brother produce a revocation of 
his sentence, now triumphed in the accomplisji- 
ment of her desires ; but Herod was oppressed 
with so much remorse that his life became a 
burthen, his favourite diversions grew insipiJ, 
and in the midst of his highest festivity he would 
call involuntarily on the name.of Mariamne, and 
order her to be brought into his presence. A 
grievous pestilence, which swept off groat num- 
bers of his subjects, tended to augment his mi- 
sery; and a violent distemper soured his tcm^.er 
still more; till at length he degenerated tc s \rh 
a state of brutish cruelty that he sacrificed trie.id 
and foe alike, to his ungovernable fury; ii:\i 
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«K>i)ti!iucd to oppress his people \nihe most arbi- 
trary mailner tiJl the hour of his de^. 

Aloxancjra was soon put to death after her in- 
jured daughter, for attenptiog to form a party 
during Herod's iudispositiou ; and Costobarcs, 
the husband of Salome, was first divorced, and 
then delivered to the executioner for having pro- 
tected some of the chief supporters of the Asmo- 
iiean race. Several of the Jewish ceremonies 
ivere now abolished, and foreign customs intro- 
duced; a stately theatre was built in the city, 
and a spacious amphitheatre in the suburbs : mu« 
sicians, players, |coursers, and gladiators, were 
engaged for the royal amusement: and public 
games were ordered to be celebrated every fifth 
year in honour of Augustus. 

These innovations, joined to his Mnparalleled 
cruelty, inspired the Jews mth the utmost ha- 
tred for their opprej-sor, iind ten of thjR boldest 
of the nialcoibtejais entered the new theatre with 
daggi^-rs concealed under their garments, for the 
purpose of delivering their nation by the death 
of the tyrant: but their design was discovered, 
and they were put to death by the most cruel 
jnethods that oouid be devised. The populace 
having detected the informer, cut him in pieces 
and threw his flesh to their dogs; and every 
symptom oFa revolution began to a|)pear, when 
licrod provided for his own siifety by foitifymg 
Jrrpsaleni, rebuilding Samana, and garrisoning 
all the most important fortresses in Judca. 

About this time, which was the thir- -n p 
teenth \ear of his reign, the country was ^J" 
^visited by a grievous drought, which soon ** * 
I>rought on a famine, t4nd terminated in a raging 
pcstiljence^ In this calsLmAt^ t^^\a»^v«.^^"^^^ 
A a 2 VvGCtf^ 
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himself t4> |Hrocure a supply of provisaoas from 
£gypt, which he caused to be distributed among 
Jbiis mournful subjects^ insomuch that those wha^ 
bad lately detested now began to admire him for 
his princely gejie^sity ; but he soon relapsed 
iutoJbis former cruelties^ and poiivinced them that 
his heart was still callous to all the tender feeL 
}ngs of humanity. 

The followjiag year he married aqother Ma*. 
riamne^ lighter of a Jewish priest of Alexan*- 
dria; aiad soojq af^r his nuptials built the mag^ 
pjt^nt p^ce of Herodian^ on a pleasant hill 
^liDout seren miles distant from Jerusalem, whi« 
ther the Jews immediately resorted, and built 
Vpun(] it, so that it wi9s soon encoinp.i|ssed by a 
considerable city. 

He now sent bis two f;»vourite soi^s whojn he 
bad hy Hy rcaa's grand^daughter to be educated 
at Rome^ where Augustus assigned them apart^ 
ments in the royal palace, and e^^pressed his 
sense of the conndence which their father had 
reposed in him, by givine him full power to no<> 
xninate either of theni ^r his successor. He 
likewise added several provinces tojthe kingdom 
of Judea, appointed Herod his procurator in 
3yria, and bestowed a te|:i^rchy on his brother 
Phecoras. 

Herod being thus honoured by the emperor, 
and having amassed an immense treasure by his 
rapacious proceedings, resolved to render him- 
self popular, and to immortalize his memory by 
rebuilding the temple, which he accordingly did 
in the most sumptuous and elegant manner. 

While this work was carrying on with alj 
|)0ssible expedition, the Jewish moaarch made a 
yo^'Sige t;jp jHome to pay Vv^ com^\\TBb!e»Yy.tA to Au*- 
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gustus, and a paternal visit to his sons. He ex- 
pressed himself in the most grateful terms for the 
favours he .had recently received, and for the 
great improvement the princes had made during 
their residence in the imperial city. Having 
experienced the most cordial reception, and been 
honoured with some fresh tokens of his great 
patron's esteem, he returned to Judea with his 
sons, where they were received with universal 
acclammations on account of their majestic ap- 
pearance and deportment. Soon after their ar- 
rival they were both married; Alexander to 
Glaphyra, princess of Cappadocia; and Aristo* 
buJus to Berenice, the daughter of Salome. 
That love and admiration which the people ex- 
pressed for these accomplished youths were, 
however, so far from gratifying the turbulent 
Salome that she used her utmost endeavours to 
alienate their father's aftections from them by 
the most base and unwarrantable stratagems; 
In consequence of her repeated accusations and 
malicious hints, Herod caused Antipater, ano- 
ther of his sons, who had been hitherto educated 
privately, to be brought to court, where he 
heaped such favours' on him as only tended to. 
rouse the resentment of the other brothers, and 
made them utter many indiscreet speechesagainst 
their father, which their enemies immediately; 
used to facilitate their ruin. 

Agrippa, who had been received at Jerusalem 
with every demonstration of respect and cor- 
diality, was now requested to take Antipater to 
Home, so that the populace began to look upon 
him as the appointed successor. The youn^ 
prince set outaccordingXy, WV, l^'a.Wi^X^^'^^. 
competitors should rcgam t\iw fesa^c^^.^^SSft^v^^ 
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during his absence, he wrote repeatedly to couxty 
and^ engaged his friends to prejudice Herod 
against them, till at length the king began to 
consider them as enemies, and resolved to bring 
them to a public trial before Augustus. The 
emperor being then at Aquileia, Herod went 
thither, accused his- sons of high treason, and 
demanded justice against them in the most ve:. 
fa.ement terms. The cruelty of this proceeding 
iM^'ected the princes so deeply that they were 
both compelled to give vent to their emotions by 
a flood of tears; but Alexander pleaded his o^ 
and his brother's cause with sooh becoming mo- 
desty that Augustus and all the auditors were 
fully convinced of their innocence. A recon- 
ciliation was, therefore, effected by the empe* 
ror; but the jealousy of Herod, the indiscretion 
of his sons, and tiie indefatigable exertions. of 
their enemies, soon laid the foundation for fresh 
disseutions. 
^ p The city of Csssarea being finished, 
' * Herod caused the dedication of it to be 
performed with all imaginable splendour, 
and appointed games to be performed every fiftb 
year. At this time he entertained his guests, 
who were very considerable both in number and 
quality, with such extraordinary magnificence 
that, Augustus observed, his soul was too great 
for his dominions, and that he ought to hav» 
possessed the icrowns of Syria and Egypt. Yet 
such was the strange inconsistence of this mo. 
parches actions tha6« immediately after this fes. 
tival, he broke open the sepulchres of David and 
Sol(mion in the night, carried off a quantity of 
rjch vessels that had been deposited there, and 
^C^a^ prP)C$od^ to &tasck the coffins of thfr 
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deeea$ed motiQjpchs^ till a miraculous flame is 
said to have destroyed two of his guards^ aud im- 
peded any further search. To make some repa- 
lation for this abominable sacrilege^ he caused a 
Leautiful monumetit of white marble to be erect- 
ed at the entrance of the tomb. 

The. iniquitous Salome had, by this time, 
jraisedher brothcr'sjealousy of the youngpriuce^ 
l&such a height that his condact was equally in- 
consistent with the duties of a father and the 
dignity of a king. Two of his favourite cour 
£dents were put to the rack« on the accusatioQ 
of having been corrupted by Alexander; an4 
Alexander himself was thrown into prison, from 
whence he sent his father four several con fesr 
is^tons ; and at the same time accused Salome 
and Pheroras of being concerned in the plot. 
By this means, Herod's mind was utterly dis- 
tracted, and he abandoned himself to the great- 
est excesses of cruelty. Nothing was to be 
heard of in the city but racks, imprisonments, 
and barbarous executions; and in the palace 
the tyrant was so tormented by guilt, fear, 
and jealousy, that he would frequently start 
ii'oni his bed as if pursued by the conspirators^ 
iind continually looked with a suspicious eye 
upon all who surrounded him. But while it waj( 
hourly . expected thai his paroxysms of rage 
would have terminated in lunacy, or hastened 
his son's death, Archelaus, king of Cappadocia^ 
arrived at Jerusalem, and by his good offices ef-r 
fected a reconciliation. Pheroras, perceiving 
this sudden change, entered the presence cham- 
ber in a mourning habit, prostrated himself a^ 
the feel of hm 80Teieiga> «aA. w3toisw\^^^^L 
hiamlftbt author o£ »a tlb% taJftffloifi*^^ ™^ 
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been raised against Alexander and Aristobalm. 
Upon this information Herod's fiu-y suicided, 
dnd after accompanying Archelaus as far as An- 
tioch on his return, he resoivedto visit Augustus, 
and made him acquainted with the'>vhole affair. 
x» p On his return from Rome^ he caused 

* * the dedication of the temple to be per- 
formed with due solemnity and magnifi* 
ccnce ; and in the following spring he under- 
took to suppress the Trachonitish banditti^ "who 
had lately made some terrible inroads intoJudea. 
He accordingly marched into Arabia^ defeated 
the robbers^ demolished their castle, and return- 
ed victorious to his metropolis ; but Syllaeus, 
prefect of Syria, wrote such an account of this 
expedition to tbe emperor that he sent Herod a 
very severe reproof, and would certainly have 
renounced his friend had he not been convinced, 
after some time, that his prefect's accusations 
•were malicious and greatly exaggerated. 

Salome had again alarmed her brother with an 
account of fresh plotsand intended assassinations; 
^nd though nothing could be proved against the 
(Objects ofher hatred, but that they had designed 
to retire into some other country where they 
might be free from their father's tyranny, the 
jealous king believed all the rest upon this single 
evidence, and immediately dispatched messen- 
gers with a letter to Rome> in order to obtain 
justice against the pretended conspirators. Au- 
gustus having perused the letter, and found that 
Herod was obstinately bent upon the destraction 
of his sons, issued out orders for them to be 
brought to trial atBerytus, before Archelaus and 
aJhhe governors of the tve\^hVM>Mt\iv\5\irovinces ; 
find, ia case they were foutx^ sviv\\.>j ,\x^ ^wox^^ 



JEWS. 275 

})enniB$t(Hi to their father to pnoish them ac» 
wording to his own discretion. 

Herod immediately convened the governors^ 
but purposely omitted sending to Arcbelaus, 
lest he should be biassed by motiv^is of partia- 
lity ; and, having left the unfortunate princes 
Qnder a strong guard in a small town belonging 
to the Sidonians, pleaded his own cause befors 
»R assembly of five hundred persons, but with 
«ich violence as rather excited their indignatioa 
than pity. After a ful} hearingi Volumnius pro.* 
Bounced sentence of death, and the rest or the 
^iiadges acquiesced in his opinion ; but th« tim« 
. and manner of the execution was left to the un- 
natural accuser, who caused his amiable sons to 
)he strangled at Sebaste, and from thence carried 
to the sepuichx^ of Ihdr A^monean rebtiy^ at 
Atexandrioft. 

Shortly after this tragical ^Vient the king is« 
ined an edict, commanding the Jeiivish nation 
to take an oath of aUegianc<e to Augustus an4 
{iimself; but this edict, being contrary to the 
Mosaic law, was resolutely opposed by scveiji 
thousand persons of the sect of Pharisees. Hg. 
rod, provoked at their contumacy, condemned 
thfem to a severe fin^, which fell, among ^ 
others> upon Pheroras's wife. Pheroras having 
entered into a plot with Antipater for Herod's 
destruction, gladly embraced the opportunity of 
retiring to his tetrarchy, and took a solemn oath 
that he would never return to court during his 
kfother's reign. Antipater, at the same time, 
made interest to get an invitation to Rome ; and 
thus these two politicians contrived to shun the 
4read of discovery, while their instruments 
were busily employed fA the pws«!C?Q&vwv^S.\\xR«L 
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filesigus. But, on the death of PheroraR, the 
treason was completely unravelled, and Herod 
had the mortification to find a real and impla- 
cable enemy in that son for whom he had with- 
drawn his love from two virtuous youths, an4 
finally sentenced them to an ignominious death. 
Dorio, the mother of Antipater, having given 
poison to Pheroras, in order that he might des- 
troy his hrjoth^T, was stripped of her costly or- 
jiamcuts and hauished from court ; and Mariamne 
the second^ being accused of some share in the 
plot, was driven into exile, while her son He- 
rod was disinherited, and her father deposed 
from the pontifical-office, to which he had been 
raised by his royal son-in-law. 
•g Q About this time Zacharias, a virtuous 
I. ' priest of the course of Abiah, was ho- 
noured with a celestial vision while he 
was offering the sacred incense in the temple;, 
and received an assurance that his wife Eliza- 
beth should bear a son, who should be a !Naza- 
rite to God, and the harbinger of the promised 
Messiah. The venerable priest, reflecting on the 
;advanced age of himself and his spouse^ re- 
quested tliat a token might he granted for. the 
confirmation of his faith; and the augcl granted 
his petition in such a manner as might at once 
reprove and obviate his doubts, i^acharias was 
instantly deprived of the faculty of speech, and 
x^ontiuut'd dumb till the heavenly prediction 
was accomplished. 

Six mouths after this singular occurrence, the 
)6ame vision appeared to a young virgin, called 
Mary, of the lineage of David, who resi^led at 
J^'azareth, under the guardianship of her es- 
Douscd husband Joseph, salutvuc her as the 



highly favoured of God, and informing her that 
she was chosen to bear the Redeemer of tlie 
World, to whom she should give the significant 
name o£ JestiSj, or Saviour, .according to ihe* 
prophecies long since deiivered. The astonished 
maiden expressed a doubt of the possihilitt/ of 
such a circumstance; but on the angel's declar- 
ing that he had predicted a miraculous concep- 
tion, and reminding her that nothing was im- 
possible with God, she submitted with humbte 
confidence to the Avill of Heaven, and hastened 
to acquaint her cousin Elizabeth with these 
transporting tidings. 

Elizabeth being delivered of the promised 
child, gave him the name of John, in obedience 
to the divine injunction ; and Zacharias having 
expressed his consent to it in writing, found his 
tongue immediately loosed^ and his he^rt in- 
spired with the utmost gratitude to the Author 
of his felicity ; in consequence of which he ut- 
tered such rapturous predictions as inspired the' 
auditors with singular hopes, concerning hi» 
young descendant. 

The blessed Virgin now began to exhibit such 
tokens of pregnancy as induced her husband to* 
contrive some means of obtaining a private di- 
vorce, without exposing her to the rigour of the 
law; but being apprised in a dream that her 
conception was altogether miraculous, and that 
her sou was appointed to be the Saviour of the 
world, he laid aside his design, and resolved to 
continue his patronage and protection. In the* 
mean time Bethlehem, the; city of David, being 
pointed out by the prophet as the birth-place of 
the Messiah, Providence so ordered it that the 
decree of Augustus, for takma ^WiNq s^\V«^ <*^ 
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the Romatf empirey should reach Jodea at this' 
time ; which obliged the Virgin and her pio«» 
spouse to repair thither to be enrolled among 
the descendants of J)avid. The great concourse 
of people coming to that place, laid this obscoror- 
family under the necessity of lodging in a sta- 
ble, where Mary brought forth her divine soa^ 
and laid him in a manger; while an angel, at 
the head of a celestial choir, proclaimed the 
wonderous nativity to certain shepherds, who^ 
were keeping watcb over their flocks by night; 
and the appearance of a miraculous star induced 
ihe Eastern magi to hasten to the Jewish metrO" 
polis in quest of the new-born king. 

Upon the first enquiry of the wise men, re-* 
specting the pkce of his birth, the whole city^ 
t%ere moved; and the grand sanhedrim directodi 
them to Bethlehem, upoi\ the authority of theii^ 
liocient prophets. Herod immediately began tgr 
consider the new-born Messiah as a dangerous 
rival, and fonned a diabolical design for his des^ 
truction, which was, however, frustrated by the 
interposition of divine Providence. 

The holy child, hating been worshipped with 
due reverence by the magi, was on the fortieth 
«tay, brought to Jenjsalem: to be presented m 
the temple, and to be redeemed according ttr 
Ihe Mosaic law concerning the first -bom. Os 
this occasion, Simeon, a venerable Jew of con- 
summate piety and endowed with the spirit of 
prophecy, took him in his arms, tbretold the 
sorrows which should hereafter lacerate the 
heart of his mother, and exclaimed in a hoiy 
transport, *' Now, Lord, let thy servant depart 
in peace, for my eyes have seen thy promised 
MalyatioD y* His ttadm^ony tvaaalso accompaiie^ 
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by thai of aii>old prophetess ntuned Anno, who;^ 
coming at that instant into the temple^ began tor 
publish this new-born Savionr to all the faithfni 
Israelites^ who expected the fulfihaent of theitf 
Maker's most inyaluable promise. 



SECT. VI. 

From the Birth qf Christ to the total Jbestructiow 
of Jerusalem, and the Dispersion of the Jewish 
Nation, 

HEROD was now ^straeted with new proofs 
of his own danger^ and the infidelity of 
kis nearest relatives. Some malicious accounts 
from Rome overwhelmed him with the deepest 
distress; and a fresh supply of poisoB sent by 
Antipater occasioned more important and more 
iorrid discoveries than had yet been made res* 
pecting that mmatural son. Herod immediately 
sent for the traitor to Jerusalem^ on pretence of 
securing him in the succession, and (having is- 
sued out an order for the destructioa- of all the 
male infants near Bethlehem, in the vain hope 
ef destroying his new-born rival)'cau5ed him ta 
be publicly arraigned ^f high treason. The 
trial was peculiarly intwesting, as Herod discos 
vered the most poignant anguish at the recollect 
tion of his murdered sons, who had fallen bf 
Antipater's stratagems ; and the culprit exerted 
all his eloquence to set aside the heavy ch«*geA- 
that were brought against him. Some of the 
poison mentioned in the evidence was,.however«^ 
bf oughts into courts and |[iveftW a QQiiviR9B\xi<^V 
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cnminaly who died immediately ; atvd some teU 
ters were intercepted, which obviated every 
doubt, and silenced the prisoner's impious pro-> 
testations. He was accordingly ordered into 
close confinement, and a full account of the 
proceedings against him was sent to the em- 
peror. 

While the ambassadors were on their journey 
to Rome, Herod, enfeebled by age, sickness, an^ 
constant inquietude, was suddenly attacked with 
disease which rendered him so extremely mc 
rose and choleric that he became a burthen to 
himself and a terror to all his attendants. Find- 
ing his end approachingy he settled his afTairs, 
appointed his youngest son to succeed him on 
the throne, bequeathed a considerable sum to 
Augustus, and left a noble fortune to the un^ 
worthy Salome. These arrangements were 
scarcely made when a seditious tumult was 
raised in the city by two Jewish doctors, who, 
having heard that the king Was dead, persuaded 
their disciples to pull down the buildings which 
had been raised contrary to the law. They ac- 
cordingly proceeded to the temple gate, anrf 
began to demolish a golden eagle of excjuisite 
workmanship, which Herod had set up m ho- 
nour of the emperor ; buti on being attacked 
by a body of the royal troops, the majority of 
them were soon dispersed, s^nd the remainder 
carried to the king, who, after some time, con- 
demned them to be burnt alive. 

The wretched monarch, whoee disease now 
became so loathsome and intolerable that a des- 
cription of it would shock the humane reader, 
perceived by this last indignity the universal 
detestatioa m which he was held by his sub- 
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|ects ; he therefore meditated such a dreadful ' 
expediejQt, to prevent their r^oiciog at his de* 
jceBse, as scarcely ever entered into the heart of 
the most sanguuiary tyrant. He Issued out a 
proclamation^ commanding all the chief Jews 
to assemble at Jericho, on a certain day, under 
pain of death ; and, upon theijr arrival, ordered 
Ihem to be confined in the Hippodrome ; ^t the 
same time obliging S;ak>me and hejc husband 
Alexas to promise that they would cause them 
all to be massacred as sQon as the breath quitted 
his body. 

About this time the mtissengers returned from 
Rome with Augustus's approbation of Antipater's 
sentence, which seemed to s^iibrd the king the 
utmost satisfaction in spite of his tortures. Anti- ' 
|)ater was immediately put to death ; and He- 
rod, having altered his will in favour of Arche* 
laus, expired soon after, in the seventieth year 
of his age, and the thirty -seventh after his ad« 
vancement tp the crown of Jude^* 

Salome and Alexas were so far from * jv . 
executing the last inhuman orders of this * * 
tyrannical prince that they endeavoured 
to conceal them from the nation, and hastened to 
/acquaint the prisoners in the Circus that they 
were at full liberty to depart to their respective 
habitations. The news of the king's decease 
being then made public, the chief oflicers and 
soldiery were assembled at Jericho ; Archelaus 
TMLs proclaimed king by virtue of Herod's ap- 
})oinunent, and the people unanimously pro* 
miscd him tiie same allegiance which they had 
^hown to his father. 

Archelaus, to evince his gratitude to l\\& y^^** 
^ecessioo J^repared a fiinetaX axvsvie.\^\^ x«>\v>» 
3 b 2 ^eaX\^ 



wealth ft»d digniijr. The body was laid on a 
f umptuoiis bier enriched with a profusion of pre- 
cious stonefi^ having the royal diadem on his 
head^ and holding a sceptre in his hand. His 
sons and grandsons, his sister and her husband, 
and all his other near relations, marched solemn^ 
Iv by his side. These were followed by his of- 
ficers, both civil and military, according to their 
rank. Among the latter^ his guards led the 
▼an, then came the Thracians, next the Ger- 
mans, and last the Gauls, or Galatians, all suita- 
bly armed in order of battle, while five hundred 
mhis domestics closed the procession, and scat- 
tered aromatic perfumes among the spectators* 
The cavalcade proceeded to the castle of Hero- 
dion, about one thousand paces distant from Je« 
jricho, wJiejre they deposited the corpse of their 
late sovereign, and returned from thence to Je- 
rusalem, where the new monarch, having mourn- 
ed seven days for his father, according to the 
Jewish custom^ gavfi the people a magnificent 
feast. 

By a singular clause in Herod^s will, the so^ 
rereignty of Archclaus was in reality invalid, 
and merely nominal, till it should be confirmed 
by CtEsar : in consequence of which he was 
obliged to visit Rome, though his journey was 
^r some time delayed by a popular tumult, 
which terminated in the death of three thou- 
sand rebels, and the loss of many of the king's 
troops. These disorders being quelled, he left 
the care of the government to his brother Phi- 
lip, and set out, accompanied with several of his 
relatives and acquaintance, who were anxious 
Jto assist him with their interest or advice ; 
*i'Ai7e his j>ant Salome, wv^ \v« OwNii^tTL^mvw- 
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gl.ed ivijth the company for thfi express purpose 
pi ol^structing bis coafinnation. 

On their arriv^) 9t ^on^e, Arcbelaus presented 
fi n^empri^l to Q^^ar, in which he eichit)ited his 
title to the regal dignity^ the particulars of He*' 
rod's la$t will^ and the inventory of the treasure 
yv^ich that inpQarch left behind him. Antipas^ 
who had beep appointed ^o the government by 
Herod'9 jir^ will^ an4 who wajs now persuaded 
Jl>y the 9ubtljp Salome to oppose his brother^ inir 
mediately presented another memorial, which 
contained such allegations as were most likely -to 
invalidate the pretensions of his rival. The em^ 
peror having perused both the w/itings, con- 
vened an assembly of his friends U> examine the 
respective claiins ; and jDaiu9^ son of Agrippa by 
the princess Julia, was desiired to sit as presi- . 
dent. On the day of au4ience Antipater, the 
^n of Salome, an elegant speaker, and invete-* 
rate enemy to Arcbelaus, accused that prince of 
Various oiiences, and insisted that Herod n^yer 
thought pf ^ppolptipg him for hi^ successor, 
while he had the proper 1190 pf his faculties, 
but had expressly nominated Antipas to that 
dignity. These accusations, and the bitter in« 
vectives with which they were accompanied, 
were answered by Damascen, an old counsellor 
of the deceased monarch, with equal courage 
and moderation ; and, at the conclusion of his 
admirable defence, Archelaus prostrated him. 
self before the emperor with such genuine 
marks of humility as moved his compassion, and 
induced him tq pr(»nise that he would do no- 
thing contrary to Herod^s will. The court was 
^hen dismijssed without any further |2rQceie,dvVQi.^\ 
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as Augustus was desirous of meditating at leisure 
on the petition of the other princes. 

During these transactions at Rome^ the turbu- 
lent Jews had raised new commotions in their 
metropolis, which were, however, suppressed by 
Varus's speedy arrival from Antioch, and the 
punishment of the ringleaders. On his return to 
Antioch, he left Sabinus, with a Roman legion, 
to keep the city in awe : this general, perceiving 
the superiority of his forces over those of the 
Jews, resolved to convert the treasures of the 
llerodian family to his^'own use, and actually 
pillaged the treasury of the temple of four huuf 
dred talents. The Jews, who came at that time 
in crowds to celebrate the approaching feast of 
Pentecost, were violently exasperated at these 
tyrannical proceedings, and immediately divided 
themselves into three bodies, one of which be- 
sieged him and his troops in the palace, while 
the other two possessed themselves of the hippo* 
drome and the temple ; so that being coroplete* 
Jy enclosed, he was compelled to wait for a re^ 
jn&rcement from Varus, 

At the same period Jude^ was over-run with 
freebooters and seditious persons, who hoped to 
enrich themselves by the public calamities. Ju- 
das, the son of Ezechias, captain of a banditti, 
whom Herod had put to death, collected a band 
of ruffians at Sephoris in Galilee, and rava^d 
all the open country on pretence of revenging 
fris father's untimely fate. Simeon, a person 
formerly entrusted with high concerns and 
greatly respected by the Jews, led a body of 
men to Jericho, reduced the royal palace to 
Msbes, aiid i^rwatd p¥0ceQdQ4 to ravage the 



Sof^iMtry ; til! be was at lengtk defeated by th« 
^ovc^rnor of Syria. Attux>iiges^ also, a nhepherd 
of gii^antic stature and brutal courage, diffused 
a general terror among the peaceful inbabi^nts 
by his acts of rapine jand cruelty, till he waf 
fortunately subdued by the royal party. 

Varus/ having received intelligence of Sabi» 
lius's perilous situation^ hastened, at the head of 
his two legions, with tour troops of horse and 
some foot which he had drawn from the neigh- 
bouring tetrarchs, to Ptx)lexnais, where he re» 
ceived fresh auxiliaries, He then marched with 
one division of his army toward Samaria, while 
his son led the other into that part of Galileje 
nearest to Ptolemais. The former permitted his 
!troops to plunder and burn several villages in 
their route : and the latter, among other cruel- 
ties, set fire to the noble city of Sephais^ reduced 
it to a heap of rubbishy and sold the ill-fated in* 
habitants by auction. The mutineers at Jerusa» 
}em provided, in the mean time, for their safety 
hy precipitate flight, or abject submission ; but 
Varus took such vigilant measures for the detec-* 
tion of the fugitives that no less than two thou- 
sand were doomed to expiate their crimes-by'the 
agonizing and ignominious death of the cross. 
. A deputation was sent, about this time, from 
Judea to oppose the election of Archelaus, to ex^ 
press an abhorrence of the Herodian family, and 
to request an abolition of the monarchical govern* 
mcnt. But Augustus resolired to act in such a' 
inaniicr as might convince the wo^rld of his frieh'd- 
ship to Herod and to his children. JEie accords 
ingly bestowed one half of the kingdom upoA 
Archelfius^ under ths title of tett^tck^^i ^^Kvst^ 
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por of a nation^ with an assurance that he would 
invest him with the titles of royalty as soon a^ 
he rendered himself worthy of such distiuction | 
and the remainder was divided between Herod^s 
other sons, Philip and Antipas. 

Thisdivisionof the Jewish kingdom wasscarce* 
ly' settled when a new pretender started up, who 
quickly drew a nunacrous body of followers to 
him, by assuming the name and character of the 
late Alexander, Herod's son by Mariamne. The 
striking resemblance between the impostor and 
-that unfortunate prince efTectually deceived the 
generality of the people, who spared no pains to 
render his entry into Home as splendid as possible. 
When he arrived at that metropolis, with crowds 
of Jews who had flocked from all parts to pay 
him homage as a surviving branch of the Asmo* 
nean race, the emperor sent Celadus, one of his 
freedmen, and formerly a companion of the young 
prince's^ to bring this newly risen Alexander to 
bis presence. Celadus was as easily deceived as 
the populace, but Augustus soon discovered a 
manifest deficiency in the behaviour and majesty 
of this pretender, from what he had observed in 
the true Alexander, which, together with a cer- 
tain calosity in his hands, fully convinced him of 
the cheat. An explanation consequently ensued^ 
which terminateri in a full confession of the im- 
posture, when the mock prince was sent to the 
galley^; an artful adventurer who contrived the 
plot was sentenced to be hanged ; and the Jews 
were permitted to return to their respective 
homes, sufficiently punished for their credulity 
by so melancholy a disappointment. 
• Aicbehus had uo sooner returaed into Judea 



Ahaa ke began to exhibit some tokens of kis arbi« 
irary and vindictive teoiper, notwithstanding the 
public odium attached to the house of Herod» 
Jiod the caution given by the emperor. The 
commencement of his government^ however^ 
l^roved tolerably peaceable^ and he seems to have 
Abandoned himself to tyranny aud luxury with- 
put considering the result of such preposterous 
conduct ; but^ on a representation of the public 
aufierings^ Augustus sent an agent to bring him 
immediately to Rome^ and, having heard botli 
4he accusers and the accused with perfect equani- 
jnity, he ordered the ungrateful tetrarch to be 
Jbanished to the city of Vienne in Dauphine, and 
caused Judea to be taxed as a province of the 
jloman empu*e. 

Cyrenius, governor of Syria, was now . jv 
dispatched with orders to sell Archelaus's ' * 
palaces, and to seize upon all his treasures ; 
And Coponius, the Roman general of horse, was 
stationed in Judea, to overawe the popu1ace> 
who' were thrown into the utmost consternation 
by the new edict. His presence, together with 
^he good offices of Jsazar, the high- priest, kept 
ihe nation in restraint for some time ; but at 
length a turbulent Pharisee rekindled the flame 
l)f insurrection, by publicly declaiming against 
the taxation as idoj<ttrous, slavish, and incompa* 
tihle with the dignity of a people who ought to 
acknowledge no sovereignty but that of the God 
•of Abraham. The war which ensued upon the 
declamation of this incendiary was soon followed 
by a grievous famine, and the famine quickly 
introduced a pestilence which swept away vast 
numbers io" the midst of their contentions and 
calamities. 
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A T) The Samaritans had not yet laid asid« 
12 ' *^®^^ enmity against the Jews, but eagerly . 
' embraced the first opportunity of in vol v-* 
ing them in distress. This malicious disposition 
induced them to enter the temple privately on 
the eve of the passover, for the purpose of strew* 
jng the galleries and other places of resort with 
human bones, so that the priests were compelled, 
next day, to put a stop to the solemnity ; and 
this circun^stanc^ obliged them, for the fliture, 
to guard all the avenues against such insults. 
The ceremony was, however, soon resumed ; and 
it was on this festival that the child Jesus, .who, 
had been taken to Egypt at the time of Herod's 
perseputiou, and afterward secreted in Nazareth 
to avoid the jealousy or resentment of Archelaus, 
came, in the twelfth year of his age, to the tem- 
ple, and gave an early proof of his extraordinary 
knowledge by conversing with the Jewish doc- 
tors upon the most important and interesting 
points of their religion, 
A jv On the death of Augustus, and the 
\ ' accesvsion of Tiberius to the empire, Va- 
lerius Gratus was sent as procurator into 
Judea. This governor deposed the high-priest 
Annas in the fifteenth year of his pontificate, 
and transferred that dignity to Ishniael the son 
ofFabus; and, after two more chaiiges, it was 
bestowed on Caiphas, son-iurlaw to the deposed 
Annas. Gratus hinjself was recalled soon after- 
ward, and succeeded by Pontius Pilate, a man 
who succeeded all his predecessors in cruelty, 
avarice, and injustice. 

Antipas and Philip being permitted to keep 
possession of their toparchies, notwithstanding 
their brotber'a bamshm^ux, vxvkd. Vi^Nvck^couuived 



JBws. 287 

to ingratiate themselves with the new emperor, 
prudently resolved to improve their respective 
territories: with this view, Antipas or Herod, 
who had the country of Galilee, rebuilt the city 
of Sephoris, and surrounded it with a strong wait 
and towers, so that it became the bulwark of that 
canton ; and founded a new city on the northern 
banks of the lake Gennezareth, which he called 
Tiberias; while his brother Philip raised the 
village of Bethsaida, on the opposite shore, into a 
magnificent city, which he called Julian :. ha 
also changed the name of Paleas into Cassarea. 
Judea, though frequently disturbed by ^ j) 
tumults and commotions on account of ' * 
the new tax, had not hitherto broken out 
into that universtll flame which began to rage 
soon after the arrival of Pilate. His predeces-* 
sors had never attempted to bring the Roman 
standards into Jerusalem, because they were con- 
sidered as the vilest abominations by the Jews, 
on account of their bearing the representations 
of men and other living creatures. But Pilate, 
disdaining to show them the same complaisance, 
ordered his troops, who were to winter in that 
city, to eiiter by night with their standards co- 
vered, and ill the morning caused them to be 
displayed . This unusual sight threw all the citi« 
zens into consternation, and a great number of 
them hastened to Caesar ea, where Pilate resided, 
and earnestly petitioned that the.&tandards might 
be removed to some other place; but he pooitrvely 
refused^ on pretence that such a procedure would 
be injurious to the emperor. The Jews persisted 
in their importunity, tying prostrate before his 
palace for the space of six days ; when he came 
forth, ascended a tribunal, and ord^\^ 'a.Xs^Affj^^ 
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of troops to masfiacre all who skovl4 reif»e t4 
depart. The mournful supplicants, however^ 
were so far from exhibiting any sip^ns of terrov 
at this sanguinary command,, that they meekly 
•ffered their necks to the soldiers, and assured^ 
them the loss of life was far greatly to be pre- 
ferred to the violation of their laws. Such passiye 
constancy in so turbulent a nation, appeared so- 
surprising to the goYernor that he immediately 
set them at liberty, and caused the ofFensiTr 
standards to be removed from their metropolis. 
As,, however, he seems to have delighted ii» 
the mortification of the Jewish nation, he soon> 
contrived a pretext to rouse them more effec^ 
tually, by drawii^ money from the sacred trea-^ 
sury ; but while he levied the tax, he provided 
against the mutiny which he expected to ensue,, 
by causing his troops to mix among the crowd 
with concealed clubs, and to be ready at the firsi 
signal to fall upon the mutineers. The circom* 
stance happened precisely as he foresaw, and the 
insurrection was suppressed, according to bis- 
command, with the most outrageous cruelty. 
A js It was now the thirtieth jubilee since 
. ' ' its first institution in the Land of Promise,. 
* when John''^,. the son of Zach arias, began- 
to baptize his disciples in the Jordan, and ChrisI 
the Lord of Glory came to preach a more ac- 
ceptable ^ubike> not only to the inhabitants of 

* Jolm**eMmne sncdty nktA him to die«tcceiii of He- 
tod Antipati tctnrch of Galileet ^ho ^^^^k mich plstsore 
in hit excellent counsel and ditcbune, tiJlt bring leverely 
reproved by an incestuous connection, he caused ham to h% 
thrown into prison, and afterwards suflfered him to be be* 
lirtided, at the request of a girl who bad danced with pe* 
cuiiM^ grace oa te icuucVvbrnh day;. 



Judea, but to the whole world. Having received 
the rite of baptism from the hands of his pious 
harbinger, the Holy Ghost visibly descended 
and lighted upon him in the form of a dove> 
while a voice was heard from Heaven, saying, 
" This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased." The Baptist immediately embraced 
that opportunity of manifesting him to all the 
spectators, and of bearing this ample testimony, 
that he was the " Lamb of God, whd should 
take * away the sin of the world. 

The blessed Jesus> having now commenced his 
public ministry i called some obscure and illiterate 
men to become his disciples, and gave them an 
incontrovertible proof of his divinity, by chang- 
ing a considerable quantity of water into wine, 
at a marriage festival in Cana of Galilee. Upon 
his entering the temple at Jerusalem, he found 
it crowded with persons who sold cattle, poultry, 
and other things used in the Jewish offerings ; 
together with a number of money-changers, who 
brought foreign coin instead of victims, and whose 
tables were an equal profanation to that hqly 
place: against these, therefore, he exerted his 
sacred authority ; and, having severely reproved 
them for their impiety, compelled them to re- 
move their stations. 

From this time Jesus Christ votachsafed to 
travel about the country, preaching the glad 
tidings of salvation, healing all mannerof diseases, 
illustrating the laws of his heavenly father, rais- 
ing up the deadi casting cut devils, giving 
speech to the dumb, sight to the blilid, hearirfg 

* A beautiful allasion to the expiatory sacrifices appomt- 
ed by the Jewish ritual. 

.Vol. IL C c 
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to the deaf, and activity to the latne ; till he, a* 
length, voluntaply submitted to. the ignominious 
death of the cross, in defence of the doctrines 
which he taught, and for the purpose of mani^ 
festing the divinity of his mission, by being 
raised from the grave, after having lain in it for 
three days. Numerous and deeply impressive 
y^ere the singular events of that day, in which 
**^ he was numbered with the transgressors." 
The sun retired behind the darkest cloud, the 
earth trembled, and the beauteous canopy of 
heaven was overspread with blackness,., while 
with his dying lips he iiapbred forgiveness for 
his murderers. Having at length endured the 
extremity of torture, he exclaimed,, with a loud 
voice,. " It is finished V and gave up the ghost, 
while the veiVof the temple miraculously divided, 
the rocks rent, the graves opened, and many other 
prodigies occurred to bear witness to the divinity 
of the character whirh he sustained, and to an-* 
nounce to distant lands the redemption of man- 
kind. 
A T\ His disciplesy whose faith had proved 
QQ ' unequal to the severe trial of beholding 
their master expire on the cross, were, on 
the third day, transported with joy at the happy 
news of his resurrection. He graciously vouch- 
safed to give them frequent demonstrations of that 
important fact; and having encouraged them,, 
by his presence and counsel, to undertake the 
arduous task of propagating the christian religion 
among idolatrous Gentiles and more hardeneii 
Jews, he commissioned them to go into all na- 
tions for that glorious purpose, and promised he 
would be with them to the end of the world. 
Hq then led thepo^ioivVilo live m^ount of Olivesr 
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and in their full view ascended up into heaven | 
Jeaving his blessing upon them, and the com- 
fortable assurance that he was going to prepare 
« place for them in his kingdom. 

When fifty days from Christ's resurrection 
were expired, and all the disciples were assem- 
bled in a large upper room at Jerusalem, sud- 
denly there was heard a mighty sound from 
heaven ; a vehement wind filled the apartment, 
and there appeared cloven tongues of fire sitting 
upon their heads, in consequence of which they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, inspired 
with the knowledge of foreign tongues, and en- 
dowed with supernatural gifts, to qualify them 
for their ministerial functions. 

The report of^ this extraordinary occurrence 
drew together a great concourse of people, who 
had come from the surroun cling nations to keep 
the solemnity of pentecost ; and were astonish- 
ed beyond measure, at hearing a company of il- 
literate Galileans expres's with' such energy the 
most sublime mysteries of the gospel. While 
«ome were questioning what the issue of this 
prodigy would be, others ascribed their raptures 
to an excess of new wine which they were sup- 
posed to have dinink early that morning. But 
Peter having exploded this supposition, by ob- 
serving ib was but the third hour, or nine of the 
morning, proved clearly from the scriptures 
that there was nothing in this event but what 
had been plainly predicted by one of the pro- 
phets. From that subject he proceeded to the 
other oracles, which had presignified the suffer- 
ings and resurrection of the true Messiah ; all 
x)f which he explained with such irresistible 
force that three thousand persotvs nn^x^ \tK«v«.- 
C c ^ ^va.\R^^ 
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cliately convinced by his arguments^ and voIun« 

larily embraced the fs^ith of Christ. 

Atthehour of evening prayer, Peter and John 
went up to the temple, where they healed a poor 
cripple who sat beggiq^ at the gate. This inci- 
dent drew a concourse of people about them, and 
Peter embraced the favourable opportunity of 
preaching his master's divine doctrines, which 
he did in so eloquent a manner that five thou- 
sand more were added to the number of their 
converts. 

These important occurrences contributed to 
awaken the fears of the Jewish rulers, who 
caused the apostles and the cripple to be brought 
before them. Peter, with his accustomed bold- 
ness, demonstrated to them by the. word of God 
that Jes^s of I^azareth, whom they had recent- 
]y condemned to death was that chief corner* 
stone, long since foretold to be rejected by the 
builders, but now become the foundation of tho 
new covenant, sipce there was no other name 
under heaven by which men might be saved but 
that of Jesus Christ. The sanhedrim, deeming 
it imprudent to inflame the ;idmiring multitude 
by using severity, contented themselves for the 
present with conmianding them ftot to teach any 
more in that name, and thus dismissed them. 

This injunction proving totally ineOectual, 
and the new religion spreading rapidly among 
the people, the .sanhedrim resolved to try the 
e/Feck of punishment, and accordingly ordered 
the apostles to be again seized and ttirown into 
prison ; but, before the next morning, an angel 
iiad opened the prison gates, and sent them back 
to resume their ministry : so that, %vhcn the 
council assembled lv)^T^\\i^m, word was brought 
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that they had been miraculously liberated, and 
were, at that time, preaching the doctrine of 
Christ^s resurrection in the temple. Being again 
apprehended and sharply interrogated respect- 
ing their disobedience, they gave such an an- 
swer as showed they were not to be terrified in- 
to a base submission, and by this means inflam- 
ed the council to such a degree that they were 
just ready to vent their resentment in some cruel 
determination, when Gamaliel, one of their most 
learned members, moderated their indignation, 
by observing that, if the doctrines of those men 
were fallacious, they would surely be confounds 
ed ; but if, on the contrary, they acted from an 
impulse of the Most High, it would be equally 
vain and impious to oppose tbem. In conse- 
quence of this well-timed remark, the apojstles ^ 
were again dismissed without punishment. 

The death of the protomartyr, Stephen, * ^ 
which happened soon after, was followed ' " 
by a fierce persecution against the chris- 
tian church, yet that persecution was turned iij- 
lo the means of propagating the gospel by the 
dispersion of the true believers. 

About the commencement of the next year, 
L. Vitellius, proconsul of Syria, visited Jerusa^ 
Jem, and exprsssed much kindness toward the 
Jews, by remitting certain duties, transferring 
the care of the pontificial habits from a Romaii 
officer to the Jewish high -priest, and raising Jo- 
i^athan, the son of Annas, to the pontifical chair. 

Soon after this transaction, an impostor per« 
suadcd the Samaritans that, if they would fol- 
low him to Mount Gearizzim, he would show 
themthesacred vessels which had been formerly 
buried by Moses ia that p\;j.c^, TV't c\<fc^\:^M:vi^ 

Cc3 .^^^^^ 
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le immediately assembled before the village 
irattiaba, and formed an encampment for the 
purpose of waiting till they were joined by a suf- 
iicient force, to enable tnem to secure the pre- 
tended treasure. But Pilate, having notice of 
their design, sent a strong party of horse and 
foot soldiers, who attacked them with such re- 
sistless fury that many of them were killed, and 
others taken prisoners, while the smallest divi- 
sion saved themselves by a precipitate flight. 
The Samaritans applied, in this emergency, to 
Vitellius, complaining of the inhuman massacre, 
and assuring him that they had no seditious view 
Jn assembling in arms, but merely wished to 
secure themselves from the oppressions of 
the Jewish governor. VitelHus immediately 
dispatched his friend Marcellus to assume the 
government of Judea, and sent orders to Pilate 
to repair to Ronje, that he might answer the 
accusations of the injured Samaritans before the 
imperial tribunal. 

JDuring these transactions in Judea, Herod 
had been waging an unsuccessful war with Are- 
tas; and Tiberius, incensed at the good fortune 
of the latter, had commanded Vitellius to invade 
his country, and either take him prisoner or send 
his head to Rome. Vitellius designed to have 
iparched through Judea in his way to Arabia, 
but some of the Jewish magistrates prevailed 
on him to relinquish his intention. Having ac- 
ceded to their request, he and Herod came to 
Jerusalem, where they oflered the usual sacri- 
fices, and transferred the pontifical dignity from 
Jonathan to his brother Theophilus. Here they 
received intelligence of the emperor's death, 
and Vitellius staid to t^cevH^ x^^ ^»xVv ^^ Oddity 
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irom the people to Caius, the successor of Tibe*- 
rius. Aretas was also now succeeded by Arta- 
banes, with whom Vitellius entered into aa aU 
2iance near the Euphrates^ where Herod enter- 
tained them in the most sumptuous manner, be- 
neath a pavillion which he had caused to b$ 
reared for that purpose. 

Soon after the decease of Tiberius, IMarcellus, 
to whom the care bf Judea was committed on 
Pilate's deposition, was made governor, and 
Agrippa, grand-son of Herod the Great, who 
had been thrown into prison and loaded with 
chains, by order of the emperor, was invested 
with the tetrarchy of his deceased uncle Philip, 
and that of Abylene in Syria, together with the 
title of king. Having obtained permission to 
visit his Jewish territories, betook Egypt in his 
way, and soon came within sight of Alexandria ; 
but on receiving some insultg from the envious 
inhabitants of that city, and perceiving that 
llaccus, their governor, privately encouraged 
the offenders, he resolved to quit the place a$ 
soon as possible. 

He had no sooner established himself in his 
new kingdom than he sent an account to the 
emperor of various cruelties committed by Flac- 
cus against the Jewish nation. In consequence 
of which that sanguinary governor was stripped 
of his authority and riches, banished into an 
island of the Archipelago, and at length con- 
demned to suffer death. 

Herod Antipas, who could not behold Agrip- 
pa's glory without envy, was easily persuaded 
by his wife, a woman of an ambitious and enter- 
prising spirit, to take a journey to Rome, in or- 
der to obtain the regal digavW ft'OKaNJcL^^'sw^^* 

n 
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ror ; but Agrippa, having timely notice of the 
design, sent thither one oT* his freed-men to ac- 
cuse Herod of having been concerned in a re- 
cent conspiracy, and to mention, as a proof of it, 
the arsenals which he had filled with arms suf- 
ficient to furnish seventy thousand men. Herod 
was accordingly deposed from his tetrarchy, and 
banished to Lyons in France, whither he was 
accompanied by Herodias, notwithstanding sopi6 
friendly offers on the part of Caius to give her 
a free pardon, and to procure her the payment 
of sums she had lent her brother Agrippa. 

Claudius, in consideration of Agrippa's friend«> 
ly exertions, previously to his accession, indulg- 
ed that monarch with some important privi- 
leges, entered into a solemn alliance with him, 
;8ind made several edicts highly beneficial to the 
Jewish nation. Agrippa had the honours of the 
consulship, and his brother Herod those of the 
praetorship conferred upon them; both were en- 
titled to enter the senate, and to pay their com* 
pliments to the emperor in Greek, a cereir^ony 
which was usually performed in theLatin tongue, 
and all these grants were set up in full view iq, 
the capitol. 

On Agrippa's return from Rome, he exhibit- 
ed a more jealous attachment to his national re- 
ligion than had been expressed by any of his 
predecessors. He caused the golden chain, which 
Caius had given him at his liberation from pri« 
son, to be hung up in the temple as a monument 
of the instability of human affairs, transferred 
the high-priesthood from Theophilus to Mat- 
thias, and lavished an immense treasure in beau- 
tifying a new quarter on the north side of the 
pity, which lie called Pozetha, Iii« dispositioD 

was 
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"u-as naturally amiable, and he appeared to de-» 
light in acts of clemency and muniticence ; but 
his intemperate zeal betrayed him into some* 
dreadful errors, and induced him to commence 
a violent persecution against the church of 
Christ. James the Less, surnamed Boanerges, 
"vvas beheaded by his command, and Peter was 
thrown into prison, in order to share a similar 
fate ; but on the very night before his intended 
martyrdom, while he was sleeping in his dun-^ 
geon and guarded by soldiers, an angel freed 
him from his fetters, opened the doors of the 
prison, and, awakening him hastily, led him 
safely through the streets of the city, till he 
found an asylum with some other disciples, wha 
were at that juncture offering up their prayers 
to heaven for his deliverance. 

Soon after this event, Agrippa returned to 
Cesarea, where he designed to exhibit public 
games in honour of the emperor Claudius. He 
appeared early on the second morning of the 
festival at the public theatre, in a rich suit art^ 
fully wrought, so that the sun beams, playing on 
the silver ground of it were reflected with such 
uncommon lustre as filled the wondering spec- 
tators with a kind of adoration. He then ad- 
dressed himself in an elegant speech, to the de- 
puties of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to im- 
plore his pardon for some recent offences, upon 
which they exclaimed, with a great shout, that 
it was the voice of a god, and not of a man. 
Agrippa, instead of reproving, ericourap:ed the 
impious adulation, and the angel of God imme- 
diately smote him with a dreadful disease, under 
ivhich l^e lingered five days, and then expired 
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in the most acute agonies, in the fifty.fourth 
• year of his age, and the seventh of his reign. 
Claudius intended ta bestow the kingdom on 
Agrippa's sou, according to a former promise, 
but as that prince was deemed inadequate to the 
care of such a nation, on account of his youth, 
Judea was again converted into a province of the . 
empire, and Caspius Fadus was nominated to 
the government. About this time a famine, 
predicted by a Christian prophet, began-to rage, 
when the new churches, planted at Antioch and 
other places, sent a liberal supply to the believ- 
ers at Jerusalem^ 

Fadus, upon his arrival in Judea, found it ne- 
cessary to quell an insurrection which the Jews 
had raised against the inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia, and also to suppress the banditti, who by 
that time were greatly augmented both in 
stength and number. Cassius Longinus, being 
in the mean time made governor of Jerusalem^ 
insisted upou having the pontifical vestments 
put into his possession, that they might be kept, 
as formerly, in the fortress of Antonise ; but iti 
consequence of a deputation to Rome, this de- 
mand was set aside. Herod, king of Chalcis, 
obtained at the same time the superin tendency 
of the temple and sacred treasury, together with 
the authority of electing whom he would to the 
high-prieshood. 

During Fadus's government, there arose an 
impostor in Judea, called Theudas, who formed 
a powerful party, bv pretending that he would 
divide the waters of the river Jordan, as Joshua 
had done, by his single worpl. The deluded 
multitude were however soon dispersed by some 

of 
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iof the Roman: froops^ and Tbeudas hi Aiself wa» 
condemned to lose bis head. 

Fadus was soon after succeeded in the go- 
vernment .by an apostate Jew of sacerdotal race, 
called Tiberius Alexander. He caused James 
and Simou^ the sons of Judas Galilaeus^ head of 
the Gaulonitish sect, to be crucified. About the 
same time Herod, king of Chalcis, died, and wa» 
succeeded by young Agrippa, wjhom Claudius 
raised to the throne in preference to his elder 
.brother Aristobulus. 

Ventidius Cumanus was next sent governor of 
^udea, but his tyrannical conduct occasioned 
such disorder that he incurred the displeasure 
of the emperor, and was compelled to resign his^ 
authority to Claudius Felix, under whom the 
Jewish affairs became worse than ever. The 
. country was entirely overrun with banditti, and 
false prophets were continually blowing the 
.flamesof sedition, while the sicarii or assassins 
committed the most attrocious deeds, under the 
specious.mask of zeal for their religion and liber- 
ties. ■ Frequent execution's were consequently 
necessary, but Felix exerted his cruelty on all 
persons indiscriminately,^ whom his avarice or 
resentment had marked out for destruction. 
This inhumanity occasioned the venerable priest 
Jonathan, who had been instrumental in procur- 
ing Felix the government, to expostulate upon 
. the harshness and impolicy of his conduct ; but 
the ungrateful Roman persisted in his tyranny, 
and ordered his friendly censor to be pVivately 
murdered. 

He was succeeded by Fortius Festus, who, on 
his arrival, found the affairs of the province in a 
lamentable situation, and perceived, to his asto- 

aishmeat 
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nishraent^ that even the priests had tomtnchc^d 
a civil war among themselves, in consequence of 
the frequent depositions of the pontifis, and their 
pretensions to a more considerable share of thfe 
tythes than their brethren could afford. Festus 
was therefore necessitated to begin his govern- 
ment with the utmost severity, in oixler to sup- 
press the disorders which now filled the city, 
the country, and sometimes the temple with 
blood i 
A D Toward the close of this year, Festus 

* ' died> and was succeeded by Albinus, 
' who> on his arrival, expressed his resent- 
ment against Ananus the high priest, for the un- 
lawful exceution of St. Jamesj bishop of Jerusa- 
lem, in such severe terms that Agrippa thought 
fit to depose the offender. He then punished 
with unrelenting severity the sicarii/ robbers, 
and banditti, who were now grown more nume- 
rous than ever, while the scandalous outrages of 
the rival priests called aloud for reformation. 

. p. Albinus, after a two years government, 

* * was recalled by Nero ; and Gessius Flo- 

rus was nominated to succeed him. This 
abandoned wretch, whose chief delight consist- 
ed in rapine, murder, and oppression, openly 
connived at the nefarious practices of the ban- 
ditti, and used his utmost exertions to provoke 
the nation to rebellion, that he might enjoy the 
satisfaction of seeing them massacre each other, 
while the general confusion would prevent those 
complaints which might otherwise be made 
against hisunparallelled tyranny. 

In consequence of these base proceedings, 
and the distracted state of the country, great 
numbers of Jews \esolved to seek an asyium 



with foreign nations, while those who staid be^ 
hind applied to Cestius Gallus, governor of Sy- 
ria, who was then at the passover, beseeching 
him to have compassion on their extreme mise- 
ry, and deliver them from the oppressive vio-» 
lence of their tyrannical governor. Florus, who 
was present, insolently turned the complaint in- 
to ridicule ; and Cestius contented himself with 
telling them that Florus should behave better in 
future. In the mean time directions were given 
for computing the number of Jews that were in 
Jerusalem, by that of the lambs sacrificed at the 
festival, and the wliole was found to amount to 
two millions, five hundred and fifty-six thou- 
sand. 

Soon after this computation had been a r\ 1 
transmitted to Nero, the contest between * ' ,' 
the Jews and Syrians, respecting the city ' \ 
ofCaesarea, was decided in favour of the latten 
The decree was no sooner published in Judea > 
than the Jewsi of all descriptions resolved to take ^ 
up arms ; and thus began the fatal war which / 
terminated in the destruction of their nation. 
Agrippa, who was in the metropolis at the be- 
ginning of this rebellion, strove to appease the 
people by a long and elaborate speech, but in- 
stead of effecting his design, he was saluted with 
a volley of stones, and compelled to quit the 
city, while Florus refused to make the least ex- 
ertion for the restoration of peace, and secretly 
triumphed in the horrid accomplishment of his 
desire. The flames of intestine war now began 
iQ rage with fury in every part of the unhappy 
province. Nothing was to be seen but carnage, 
robbery, and dilapidation; nothing heard but 
execrations, groans, or unavailing complaints. 

Vol. 1L D d Twenty 
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Twenty thousand Jews were massacred in Caesa- 
rea ; two thousand at Ptolemais ; ahd fifty thou- 
sand in Alexandria. At Jerusalem three thou- 
sand five hundred persons were slaughtered in 
one day by the troops of Florus, and those who 
were taken prisoners were inhumanly scourged 
and then crucified; while the Jews, on their 
part, spared neither Syrians nor Romans, but 
retaliated their cruelties wherever they prevailed. 
Berenice, who had remained at Jerusalem 
some time after her brother Agrippa's departure, 
spared neither intreati<is, messages nor visUs, to 
prevail on the brutal praetor to put a stop to the 
general effusion of blood, but the inhuman ty- 
rant remained obdurate, and she was repeatedly 
exposed to the utmost peril in the prosecution of 
-her laudable attempts. 

A great number of assassins having in the 
• mean time joined the rebels, they compelled the 
Roman troops to evacuate the fortress of Mas- 
sada, and Antonia, possessed themselves of the 
towns of Phasael and Mariamne, reduced the 
palaces of Agrippa, Berenice, and- the high- 
priest to ashes, and murdered all who presumed 
to oppose them without pity or distinction. Me- 
nahem, chief of the sicarii, was murdered by the 
insurgents, with a great number of his followers; 
but his nephew Eleazar immediately succeeded 
him, and besieged the Romans so closely iu 
their castle that they were obliged to surrender, 
and were all massacred, notwithstanding>the be- 
siegers had given a Solemn promise they should 
retire unmolested ; a treachery which was soon 
after retaliated on the Jews of Scythopolis. 

The rebels had by this time extended their 
conquests beyond \Vv^ J<ixd^v\,^\!kd tviduccd the 
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fortresses of Cyprui and Machaeron; so that 
Cestius G alius, who had hither' o been an idle 
ifpectator of the increasing ruin, began to take 
9omt vigorous measures for the suppression of 
the revolt. He accordingly marched, at the 
head of a powerful army, into Judea, massacred 
all the Jews he could find, and burnt all the 
troops and villages in his route till he approach* 
cd Gibeon, where he formed an encampment. 
The people at Jerusalm, who were then cele- 
brating the feast of tabernacles, armed them* 
selves at the news of his approach^ and came 
out against him with such unbridled fury that 
he would in all likelihood have been defeated 
had not he r^eived a timely succour from his 
cravalry. Agrippa now hastened to join the 
Bomans with a body of troops, and endeavoured 
once more to appease the rebellious Jews, by 
jjending two of his officers to them with some 
proposals for peace ; but, instead of hearkening 
to his terms, they killed one of the messengers, 
and attacked the other so fiercely that it was 
with extreme difficulty he escaped with his Hfe. 
To revenge this outrage Cestius advanced sud- 
tJenly toward them, and drove them before him 
almost to Jerusalem. Having staid three days 
at Scopas, in the hope of terrifying them by the 
contiguity of his army to their metropolis, he 
marched against them in order of battle, and 
threw them into such consternation that they 
hastily abandoned the outer parts of the city, 
and sought an asylum in the inner cincture near 
the temple. 

Had Cestius persisted in his design of besieg* 
ing them with unremitting vigour and resolui. 
lion, he might, in all probabUvty, Vcan^ ^wtviSX^ 
D d ^ cxvi^^ 
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crushed the rebellion, but the siege was sudden« 
ly raised at the instigation of Cestius's generals, 
\vho had been corrupted by Floras ; and the in.- 
surgciits, being re-animated by this impolitic ac- 
tion, boldly sallied out, and in their turn pur* 
sued him to his camp at Gibeon, from whence 
he contrived to escape by night, after losing 
four thousand foot and four hundred horse, witli 
a considerable part of the baggage. 

The Jews, having thus vanquished the Syriat 
governor, deliberated on the most prudent means 
of carrying on th^ war against the Romans, and 
appointing certain chiefs to command in the se- 
veral cantons and fortresses of Judea. Aflei^ 
some debates it was agreed that Josephus, a 
Jewish priest of considerable rank, should be 
appointed governor of the two Galilees ; thai 
the care of tho metropolis should be left to Ana- 
nus the high priest, and Joseph the son of Go- 
rion ; and that Eleazar, the chief of the zealot-s 
should be entrusted with the government of 
Idumea. 

Nero, who in the mean time had received in? 
telligence of these preparations, together witli 
the signal defeat of Cestius, commanded Vespa^ 
sian to march with all expedition against Judea. 
He repaired accordingly to Syria, and assem- 
bled all his forces, with those of his auxiiiaries, 
while his son Titus was sent to fetch the fifUi 
and tenth legions from Alexandria. 

Early in the following spring the Roman ge- 
neral advanced, with Agrippa^ toward Ptole- 
niais, and was there joined by Titus with a bo* 
dy of troops, who had boldly marched to his as- 
sistance amidst the trying severities of winter. 
'/'heir coinbiQi^d iwce.^ tiktr ^oac^viuted to sixty 
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thousand disciplined men, with which tiiey en- 
tered Galilee, burnt Gadara, and advanced to 
besiege Jotapa. Upon the first news of their 
approach, Josephus, governor of that province, 
supplied the place with stores, and defended it 
in the roost heroic manner for forty dajnp, but at 
the expiration of that time it was taken by as- 
sault, the garrison were put to the sword, and 
not a single inhabitant escaped to relate the 
dreadful misfortune, as they were all massacred 
or taken prisoners. Forty thousand persons are 
said to have perished at this time, and Josephus 
was among the number of those who exchanged 
the horrors of war for captivity. He had con- 
cealed himself in a cavern, but was at length 
discovered,, and prevailed upon by Vespasian^s 
generous offers to surrender. 

While Vespasian was engaged at Jotapa, 
Trajan had been sent to invest Japha, which he 
reduced, but gave young Titus the honour of it 
by complimenting him with the direction of the 
last assault. Upon their entering the place, the 
Japhians resisted with the most surprising obsti- 
nacy, and maintained a sanguinary engagement, 
during six hours, in their streets ; they were, 
however, at length overpowered and put to the 
^word, and all the women and children were 
carried away prisoners. The Samaritans, who 
had assembled on Mount G^riz^im, were driven 
to such extremities for want of water that many 
of them perished with thirst, and those tvho re* 
iused to surrender were literally cut in pieces. 
•'^^Ppa. which had been formerly laid waste by 
Cestius, but now re-peopled with seditious 
Jews, wa§ taken by the Roman forces, while 
four thousand of the new inhs^bitants, endea- 
D d 3 vouriP; 
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Vouring to elude the sword by betaking them- 
selves to their ships, were driven back by a 
tempest, and either drowued or thrown into 
the power of the enemy. Tiberias and Tari- 
chea were also reduced after a vigorous de« 
fence, and the rebels who occupied the latter 
were condemned to die. 

On the reduction of these important placet 
the Galileans, perceiving the impossibility of 
subduing so powerful an enemy, prudently de- 
livered up all their remaining cities, except Ga- 
mala, Gischala, and the mountain of Iiabyr. 
The former of these was invested by Agrippa, 
who exerted his eloquence to induce the inhabi- 
tants to surrender before they were driven to 
extremity, but the only answer he received was 
a volley of stones from the engines, by which he 
ivas wounded in the arm. The Romans, who 
had now come to his as.sistance, were vioientiy 
exasperated at this outrage, and made so despe- 
rate an assault that they actually got possession 
of the town, but were compelled to abandon it 
with considerable loss. The assault was then 
renewed with still greater fury, and the be- 
sieged fought with the utmost desperation, inso- 
much that the Roman courage was put to a se- 
vere trial 5 but, at length one of the towers be- 
ing overthrown, the Incensed army rushed in at 
Jthe breach, and made a horrid slaughter of their 
obstinate opponents. Four thousand wretches 
-were slain by the avenging sword, and a much 
greater number fell victims to their own impa- 
tience and ungovernable fury. During this 
siege Placidus contrived to draw the Jews of 
Itabyr down into the plain by a pretended 
fiigbtg and then* SMdd«ii\^ Cacing about, de- 
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/*eate(l them with a great slaughter, and took 
possession of the mountain. 

Titus was now sent to form the siege of Gis- 
chala ; but as he was much grieved at the prodi- 
gious efi'usion of blood which attended the mic- 
cessive,ciMiquests, he earnestly exhorted the in- 
habitants to secure themselves from destruction 
hy a timely surrender. Tiie citizens were wil- 
ling to follow his advice, but a seditious Jew, 
named John, forcibly opposed it, and, having 
?he mob at his coma^and, overawed the whole 
^ity. Thts perfidious wretch intreated Titus to 
giant one day's truce, promising that he would, 
upon tiiat condition, embrace his proposal on 
tthe morrow ; but he had no sooner obtained his 
request than he fled with all possible celerity to 
Jerusalem, and lef^ the citizens to dispose of 
their liberty as they thought proper. These im- 
mediately surrendered to the young general, 
and told him of John's flight, earnestly intreat- 
]ng that he would not punish the innocent with 
the guilty* Titus generously granted their pe- 
tition, and contented himself with sending u 
body of cavalry in pursuit of the fugitives. The 
surrender of this place having completed the 
conquest of Galilee, Titus rejoined his father at 
Caesarea, where the troops were permitted to 
enjoy some necessary refreshments and repose, 
previous to their commencing the siege of the 
Jewish metropolis. 

While those members of the Jewish na- * r\ 
tion, who clearly foresaw the impending * ' 
destruction which threatened their coun- 
try, their religion, and even their existence, were 
prudently solicitous to elude the danger by atime- 
ly submission to the Romav:kS,tVvaov4^^\ViV*^'^X* 
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by far the more numerous, and consisting of men 
of the vilest character that ever disgraced buma^ 
nature, opposed all pacific measures with invin*- 
cible obstinacy, ana breathed out nothing but 
slaughter, rapine, and devastation. These abah- . 
doned wretches, who," under pretence of reti- 
gion, acted rather like demoniacs than beings 
who had any sense of humanity, began to exer- 
cise their wanton cruelty in plundering and as- 
sassinating all who presumed to oppose them in 
the vicinage of Jerusalem, and then proceeded 
to the capital with Zechariah and Eleazar at 
their head. Here they met with a strenuous op- 
pasition, as Ananus, the late high priest, ex- 
horted the citizens to arm in their own defence, 
and boldly repulse those factious villains who 
had seized upon the temple, and made it their 
garrison, from which they occasionally salKed 
out to commit the most shocking outrages. The 
people adopted this advice, aud made so Wgo- 
n»us an attack upon the Zealots, that they were 
compelled to retreat into the inner cincture 
of the temple, and were there closely besieged 
by Ananus. John of Gischala, under pretence 
of espousing the pontifi'^s cause, was entrusted 
with proposals of peace for the besieged ; but, 
instead of executing his commission with fide- 
lity, he persuaded them to hold out with un- 
shaken firmness, and concerted a plan by which 
they might procure the assistance of the Idn- 
means. , 

On the same night there happened so dread- 
ful a storm, accompanied with thunder^ iight- 
ning, and a violent earthquake, that the ZeaJots 
«awed the bolts and hinges of the temple-gatet 
without being h.eacd» w\\v^^'vdl\.^ \.^^ cUy« ^od 
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admitted the Idumean auxiliaries, who ha4 
cotne upon their invitation, to the number of 
twenty thousand. These parties, thus strength- 
ened and uii-.ted, immediately began to perpe- 
trate the most horrid cruelties on the opposite 
side. Twelve thousand individuals of noble ex- 
traction, aiid in the flower of their age, were 
murdered by the most cruel methods, and the 
tyranny of their assassins increased to such a 
lieight that the whole nation trembled at their 
name. 

When they had satiated their unrestrained 
cruelty with the blood of so many persons of 
distinction, they turned their sanguinary hands 
against the lower class, and literally filled Jeru- 
salem with angwish and distress. To have once 
seemed to oppose them was a crime that must be 
expiated by the death of the offender ; to be in- 
active was to be pronounced a spy, and not to 
applaud their nefarious practices was construed 
into disaflecUon : -none d?ired be seen to weep 
or heard to lament the murder of their nearest 
relations, nor even to give them th« last melan- 
choly service of interment. This despotism 
compelled many of the Jews to take shelter un- 
der the Romans, though the avenues of the city 
were so strictly guarded that the attejnpt was ex- 
tremely hazardous, aij4 all w4|o were detected 
in it were immediately put to death. 

Vespasian, in the mean time, remained at 
Cujsarea, an idle spectator of the melancholy 
state of the revolted province, aware that the 
Jewish strength declined daily in consequence 
of their intestine broils and massacres, while his 
4>wn men enjoyed an interval of repose which 
»9uld enqible them to force the edevui^ \.^'s?^Vi- 
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mission. The event justified his unusTial indb- 
ience, aud fully accomplished the awful pre- 
dictions which had been frequently pronounced 
against the rebellious nation.. 

The Zealots, after triumphing over \iit liv« 
and property of their opponents, began to turn . 
their murderous weapons against each other. 
John of Gischala, impatient of controul, and 
ambitious of absolute authority, drew the most 
profligate of the Zealots tp spouse his causey 
while the other chiefs formed an opposite fac- 
tion, and opposed him with rancorous malignity. 
While this anarchy, prevailed in the city, ane^ 
body of sicarii appeared in the country under 
the conduct of a bold ambitious young man^ 
called Simon, who, in order to augment hisfol^ 
lowers, caused a proclamation to be made, pro- 
mising liberty to all slaves, and suitable encou-k 
fagements to all freemen who should voltmtarily 
enlist under his banners^ By this expsdieat hi* 
party was soon increased to a powerful army, 
.and himself respected as a monarch ; many Jews 
of distinction, beside those of the lower class, 
"put themselves under his protection, to elude 
the barbarity of the opposite party ^ 
* jv About this time Nero terminated his 
^. ' tyrannical reign with an act of suicide; 
and Vespasian was busily employed 
matiiiig preparations for the siege of Jerusalem 
while Simon invaded Idumea with an army oi 
twenty thousand men, and perpetrated snch 
acts of cruelty and devastation that the miser- 
able wretches, who escaped with their Jives, 
;abandoHed the country to his mercy, and went 
to take shelter in the metropolis. 
John, who h^d hitherto tyrannized with ex- 
traordinary 



traordinary success at the head of his banditti, 
was now opposed by the Idumeans, and driven 
into the temple^ while Simon had advanced in 
pursuit of the Idumean fugitives to the very 
walls of the city. In this eniergency the people 
formed the rash design of admitting Simon and 
his troops to overawe the besieged chief, who 
tvas expected to sally out in the night, and effect 
«ome horrid purpose. Simon was accordingly 
received with great honours and accJamationsy 
but as his chief care was to render his power ab- 
solute, he looked indifferently on those who in- 
vited and those against whom he was desired to 
turn his arms. He had already discarded every 
tirtue from his bosom ; and therefore ingrati- 
tude and breach of faith were crimes of too 
light a nature to restrain his avarice and cru^ 
elty. 

The Romans had not remained inactive dur- 
ing these convulsions in the city ; but being in- 
vited by the inhabitants of Gadara, one of the 
strongest places on that side the river, had sent 

. Placidus to take possession of it. He accord- 
ingly fought his way thither through several 
strong bodies of the rebels, and exerted himself 
so eflectually that, in a short space of time, all 

'that part of Judea which lies on the east side 
the Jordan was reduced, except the castle of 
MacheeroD. Vespasian, in the beginning of the 
spring, marched against Idumea, and i educed 

~ all the towns and villages to ashes, except such 
as he supposed might prove serviceable to the 
troops whom he left to overawe the country. 

Some months having elapsed since Vespasian 

^received intelligence of Nero's death, and the 

election of Galba to the imperial dignity, that 

.2 general 



312 JEWS. 

general sei>t Titus to compliment the new enn 
peror, and to receive his commands concerning 
the reduction of Judca. Titus immediately pre- 
pared to execute his commission, and Agrippa 
resolved on accompanying him, but they had 
proceeded no farther than Achaia when they 
heard the news of Galba's assassination, and the 
accession of Olho. Titus immediately hastened 
back to his father, who was soon after chosen 
emperor, according to the prediction of Jose- 
pluis, whom he now sat at liberty, and recom- 
pensed with many signal favours. 

The Jewish disscntions still e^creased, and 
involved the threatened city in new and accu- 
mulated calamities. Eleazar, a person of the 
sacerdotal order, andof great courage, contrived 
to form a new party, by persuading the adhe- 
rents of John of (iischala that their chief was 
become insupportably tyrannical. With thi« 
new faction he seized on the court of the priests, 
and coiifiiuid John in tUat of the Israelites. The 
av«»nues were so carefully guarded that no per- 
sons were admitted to that part of the temple 
but those who came to ofier sacrifice; aiid it 
was by these offerings that he maintained him- 
self and his partisans. John, finding himself 5ao 
cempletely hemmed in by Eleazar above, and 
Simon who had possession of the city below, 
defended himself against the former with hi< 
eii«;iiies, out of which he continued throwing 
stonis into his court: and when he sallied out 
against the latter, he set fire to every building 
*xe cou'd reach, and by that meansclestrnyci 
great quantities of provis ons, v.hich might have 
enabled the inhabitants to hold out against tb« 
besiegers for auvotaV '^q^xs. 
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Snct was the deplorable condition of Jerusa- 
lem when Titus, being left by his father to ter- 
minate the war, and having received some pow- 
erful reinforcements from his friends, marched ' 
against that city. Previously to his forming a 
regular siege, he went with a body of six hun- 
dred horse to reconnoitre its strength and ave- 
nues ; and seemed to flatter himself that the 
Jews would readily open their gates to him ; 
but they made so vigorous and unexpected a 
sally against him that he found himself sur« 
rounded in a narrow de^le^ and escaped with 
difficulty from the vengeance of his assailants. 
This induced him to draw his army nearer, iii 
order to commence the siege in form. 

Eleazar's party walsnow extirpated by the im- 
pious artifice of John of Gischala, but the other 
two persevered in their usual cruelties against 
each other with such desperation that it appear- 
ed as if they had taken an oath to facilitate the 
reduction of their city by the Roman arms. 
Titus in the mean time had caused his troops to 
level all the ground in their approach to the 
walls, and to make every preparation for a pow- 
erful attack. Some proposals of peace were 
sent to the besieged,, but they were rejected 
with indignation ; and the Romans were, con- 
sequently, ordered to play their engines against 
the city with all their might. The Jews were 
soon compelled to retire from those dreadful 
stones which the enemy threw incessantly from 
their towers; and the battering-rams were at 
full liberty to play against the wall. A breach 
was soon made, and the entrance of the Romans 
compelled the rebels to retire behind the enclo^ 

Vol. IL. E e 'ssxvc.* 
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sure. This fodgment was effected aboul a fort- 
night after the beginning of the siege. 

Titus immediately advanced to the second 
wall, and plied his engines and battering-i*ams 
so furiously that one of the towers began to 
shake, and theJewswho occupied it, perceiving 
their impending ruin, set it oh fire, and precipi- 
tated themselves into the flames. The fall of 
this structure afforded an entrance to the second 
enclosure ; but 2bs Titus was anxious to preserve 
the city from demolition, the breach and lanes 
were left so narrow that a great number of his 
men perished for waitt of room, when they were 
attacked by Simon. This oversight was, how- 
ever, quickly rectified," and the place was car- 
ried four days after the first repulse. 

A raging famine, which had for some time 
afflicted the city, was now foUowed by a pesti- 
lence ; and as these calamities increased so did 
the cruelty of the factions, who forced the 
houses in quest of provisions, punishing those 
with death who had any, because they had not 
apprised them of it ; and putting others to the 
most exquisite tortures under the pretence that 
they had victuals concealed. 

Titus, having attempted in vain to prevail on 
them to surrender, by distributing provisions to 
his army in their sight ; and by sending Jose- 
phus to represent the fatal consequences of their 
obstinacy, caused the city to be surrounded with 
a strong wall, to prevent their receiving any 
kiad of succour, or their eluding his vengeance 
by flight. Nothing was now to be seen in the 
streets of Jerusalem but putrescent bodies, ema- 
riated invalids, and objects of tli« deepest dis- 



tress; and even those who escaped to the Ro* 
man camp were murdered by the soldiers, upoa 
a supposition that they had swallowed great 
.quantities of gold; insomuch that two thousand 
of them were ripped up in one night. 

The inhumanity of the faction within mad^ 
the agonies apd dying groans of their brethren 
the subject of their diabolical mirth, and exer* 
x:ised upon the lifeless bodies every species ojf 
wanton barbarity ; while the wretched inhabi- 
tants were encouraged to persist in their obsti- 
nacy by a number of impostors, who took upoa 
themselves th^ names of prophets, and promised 
a miraculous deliverance from the present cala- 
mities. At this melancholy juncture an unhappy 
another was reduced to the hi)rrid extremity of 
killing and eating her own child. 

The Ro^ian general^ hearing of this inhumaq 
deed, immediately swore to extirpate both 
£ity and people, at the same time taking heavea 
to witness that he was innocent of the incompa- 
rable suiFerings which that obstinate and infatu- 
ated nation had brought upon themselves. 

About the end of July, the Romans made 
themselves masters of fort Antonio^ and set fire 
to the gates, after a sanguinary encounter: yet 
so bhnd were the Jews to their real danger that, 
though nothing was left bnt the Teniple, and 
the Romans were preparing implements to bat^ 
ler down that edifice as the last obstacle to their 
victory^ they could not persuade themselves 
that God would permit his holy habitation to 
be taken by the heathen ; but still expected some 
wonderful deliverance. 

On the seventeenth day of the month the daily 
sacrifice ceased fojr the first tim^ sipce its resto- 

1 
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ration by Judas Maccabeus, there being no pro- 
per person left in the temple to make the offer- 
ing. The gallery that aiforded a communica- 
tion between the temple and fort Antonio was 
now burnt down, and on the twenty-seventh of 
the month, the Jews, having filled the western 
portico with combustibles, induced the Romans, 
by a feigned flight, to scale the battlements and 
s^it fire to the building; so that the troops were 
either consumed in the flames or dashed to 
pieces by leaping from the roof. 

^•ext*day Titus obtained admission into the 
outer court of the temple, and drove the besieg- 
ed into that of the priests. Having attempted 
to batter down one of the galleries of the precinct 
without success, he caused the gates to foe set on 
^re ; they continued to burn all night, while the 
silver with which they were plated dropped 
down as it melted, and the flanies communicated 
rapidly to the porticos and naileries in sight of 
the besieged, who, instead of attempting to stop 
it, contented themselves with uttering impotent 
curses against the sacrilegious Romans. Titus, 
being extremely desirous of preserving that no- 
ble edifice from destruction, caused the fire to be 
extinguished ; but while he was reposing in his 
pavilion, a soldier took up a lighted fire-brand, 
and, mounting o« his comrade's shoulders, threw 
it into one of the apartments adjoining to the 
sanctuary : the whole norfh skUi was immedi- 
ately in a flame up to the third story; and Titus, 
awakened by the noise, ran to have it extin- 
guished, but his endeavours were in vain, and 
the soldiers were so firmly bent upon destroy- 
ing all that was left that his orders, threats and 
^jDtreaties were e^Y^^iUy disce^arded. When lie 
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found himself unable to effect his design, he 
entered the sanctuary, and the most holy place, 
^here he found the golden candlestick, the table 
of shew bread, the golden altar of perfumes, and 
the book of the law wrapped up in a rich gold 
tissue. Upon his quitting that sacred place, 
isome other soldiers set it on fire, after carrying 
oil' the costly robes and utensils, and tearing the 
gold plating from the gates add timber- work. 

A dreadful slaughter now ensued, in which • 
many thousands perished, some by the sword, 
some by fire, and others by faUing from 
the battlements. The conquerors carried their 
fury to such a height as to massacre all whon^ 
they met, without distinction of age, sex, or 
quahty, and to burn all the. treasure-houses, 
* though they were full of the richest furniture, 
vestments, plate, and other valuables. In short, 
they persisted in their dreadful work till the 
vvhdle of the holy building was utterly demo^ 
lished, except two of the gates* of that part of 
the court destined for the wonaen. 

Great preparations were made, in the ^ -^ 
znean time, for attacking the upper city, * ' 
and the royal palace ; and on the eighth ' * 
of September the engines played so furiously on 
the iniquitous zealots that they were over- 
whelmed with confusion, and ran like lunatics 
towards Shiloah, intending to attack the wall of 
circumvallation, and by that means effect th^ir 
escape : but heitig repulsed by the enemy, they . 
Tvere compelled to hide then^selves in the publip 
sinks and common sewers, while all the other in- 
habitants were put to the sword, exeept some of 
the most vigorous, who were reserved for tK^ 
'victor's trj wnph. The numW f>^ Aj^^ wA v^^- 
• Ee3 wv^^ 
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soners in the course of this fatal war wi^th Rome, 
amounts to one million four hundred and sixty- 
two thousand, of whom ninety-seven thousand 
were doomed to be exposed in public, to fight 
like gladiators, or to be devoured by wild 
bt^asts, and eleven thousand perished for want, 
either through the neglect of their keepers, or 
■their own sullen despair ; and what tends fo ag- 
gravate the calamity is that the greatest part of 
•them were strangers invited from foreign coun- 
tries, even from beyond the Euphrates, to assist 
their brethren at Judea, in defence of their laws 
and religious liberties. 

While the soldiers were employed in burning 
the poor remains of the city, and massacreing 
^uch unhappy creatures as fell into their hands, 
John and iSinHMi, ihe two grand rebels, were 
discovered and brought to Titus, who ordered 
them to be reserved for his triumph. 

When the sword had returned to its scabbard 
for want of other objects on whom to exercise 
its fury, and the troops were satisfied with plun- 
der, Titus gave orders for the total demolition 
of the remaining part of the city, with its forti- 
fications, palaces, towers, and sumptuous edi- 
fices, excepting a part of the western wall, and 
the three towers of Hipprus, Phasael, and iMari- 
amne, which might prove to future ages the 
astonishing strength of the city, and the valour 
of its conqueror. 

The castles of Herodion, Massada, and Ma- 
chaeron, were left untaken by Titus, but two of 
them, viz. Herodion and Machaeron, were soon 
afterwards reduced by Lucilius Bassus: and that 
of Massada was attacked with ^ch resolution by 
^7avius Silya that 'EAeax^w, \)ftft ^qtowl-wArx <%C 
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the Sicarii, persuaded the inhahitants, in a kind 
of despair, to kill all their wives and children ; 
next to choose ten men by lot, who should 
slaughter all the rest ; and lastly, pitch upon 
one out of the ten to kill them and himself. 
This horrid tragedy was accordingly acted ,• and 
the Romans, preparing next morning to scale 
the walls, received information of the particn* 
lars from two females, who had ehided the mas- 
sacre, by concealing themselves in an aqueduct^ 
The war being now completely terminated, 
Vespasian ordered all the Jewish lands to be sold 
for his own use, commanded all the Jews within 
his empire to pay the tribute of half a shekel 
into the imperial treasury, which they had for/- 
merly paid for the use of the sanctuary, and 
caused all the branches of the house of Judah to 
be cut off, to obviate their vain hopes of sl future 
Messiah. 
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THE ASSYRIAN EMPIRE. 

THE most ancient of the four great .empires 
was that of Assyria, the name of which 
country was derived from Ashur, the first settler 
of it after the flood. Assyria proper was boanded 
on the north by Armenia, on the west by the 
Tigris, on the south by Susiana, and on the 
east by Medi^. The internal division of it has 
been accurately described by Ptolemy ; but we 
fihall only mention its principal province Adia- 
ben^ because this was so considerable as some- 
times to give its name to the whole country. 
Here also stood the famous city of Ninevcfi, the 
capital of the Assyrian empire. 

The kingdom of Assyria, as founded hyAshur^ 
was widely different from the magnificent mo- 
narchy which many ages afterward bore that 
name ; but of its early history we have very im- 
perfect accounts. The Assyrian chronology is 
exceedingly perplexed, and the only certain * 
light we have^ respecting the Assyrian history 
is in the sacred writings. 

What Ctesias has related in his Assyrian Ws- 
tory, though adopted as genuine by many learn- 
ed writers, is so contradictory to the scripture^ 
and so highly romantic, as to deserve no credit. 
He represents Ninus, the founder of this empir oT 
ias a prince of the most extraordmary endow- 
inents and prowess; but the account which he 
gives of Semiramis, the wife of that monarch, is 
totally incredible. Ninus, after conquering al- 
most all Asia, \)etv?^^ii Tvi^v^ ^^^ ^"^ ^^^«* 
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Jsuilt the crty of Nineveh o» the river Tigris, 
the circumference of which was sixty miles. 

But Semiramis, his widow, being determined 
to eclipse the glory of her husband, founded Ba- 
bylon, iR which she employed two millions of 
Jabourers. When this enormous city was com- 
pleted, she put herself at the head of a prodigi* 
ous array, and marched iuto Media; after con- 
quering which, she proceeded to visit Persia, 
and the Asiatic provinces, where she erected 
many magnificent palaces, laid out extensive 
gardens and built a number of stately cities. 
At length ambition prompted l^r to attempt the 
conquest of India ; ^nd, to supply the want oF' 
elephants ia her army, she is said to have had 
recourse to a singular invention : having caused 
three hundred thousand black oxen to be slain, 
their hides were stuffed in the form of elephants, 
each carried by acamel within, and led by a man. 
The army which she conducted on this expedi- 
tion amounted, according to the same authority, 
to three millions of foot, two hundred thousand 
horse, one hundred thousand chariots, and piie 
hundred thousand men on camels. 

Stahrobates, king of India, was not intimidat- 
ed on hearing of this invasion, but prepared to 
meet Semiramis, bZ the head of a prodigious 
army. 

For some time the Assyrian heroine had the 
advantage, but at last the real elephants of India 
threw her army into confusion, and she was ob- 
liged to sue for peace, and return into her own 
country, where she shortly after died. 

That such a woman nevfer existed we will not 
assert, but it is evident that there is more fable 
^han truth in the wonderful. relations wkicties^w 



S22 ASSTK1AN3. 

grave historians haf e recorded of her extraordi- 
nary endowments and exploits. 

Semiramis was socceeded by her son Niii3ras, 
a pusillanimous lascivious monarch, who shut 
himself up in his palace, that his subjects misht 
regard him as a God. In this course he was lol- 
lowed by all his successors, all of whom we shall 
pass over in silence, and content ourselves with 
noticing only Sardanapalus, the last and most vi- 
cious of the Assyrian monarcbs. 

This wretch descended to sach a pitch of dcr 
pravity as to assume the dress and manners of a 
prostitute. In his time the Medes, Babylonians, 
and Persians, assisted by the Arabians, shook off 
the Assyrian yoke. On hearing of this revolt 
and confederacy, the effeminate monarch was 
roused from his sloth, and jviarched aA the head 
of his army a^inst the rebels, whom he defeat- 
ed in three different engagements. £ut the coa- 
lition bein^s^ strengthened by the accession of the 
Bactrians, the imperial army was beaten, the 
camp taken by surprise, and Sardanapalus 
escaped with difficulty to the city of Nineveh. 
Here he was closely besieged above two years, 
bat finding at last that the place could hold out 
no longer, and knowing that no favour would 
be shewn him by the enemy, he set fire to his 
palace and destroyed himself with all his con- 
cubines and eunuchs. Thus ended the Assyrian 
empire, after subsisting, according to Ctesias. 
whose account we have heregiv^, one thousand 
four hundred years. 

We now proceed to relate that which appears 
to be the only genuine history of Assyria. 

Pnl, or Phul, the first king of this country 
mentioned in scripture, subdued Israel in the 

reiicu 
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feign of Menahem, who became his tributary. 
After the flood 1 957— B. C. 77 1 . 

Tizlath-Pileser, who is supposed to be the 
sonofPuI, and succeeded him in the throne, 
likewise invaded Israel, and carried the inhabi- 
tants away captive into Assyria, He also fell 
upon Damascus^ and having slain Rezin^ he re-* 
moved the people into his own kingdom, and 
thus put an end to that state- 

This monarch was succeeded by Shal- -g p 
manestfr, who compelled Hos.hea, king of ^,'no 
Israel, to pay him tribute. Some years 
afterward Hoshea endeavoured to shake ofFtbe 
Assyrian yoke, with the assistance of So, king 
of Egypt. On this Shalmaneser marched intor 
the land of Israel, and after a siege of three 
years took Samaria, the capital city. He then 
returned into Assyria, taking with him the cap-^ 
live king and all his subjects. 

Having compelled Phoenicia to become y> ^ 
tributary to him, and taken the cities of ' * 
Sidon, Ace, and Palotyrus from the Ty- 
rians, he formed the design of conquering Tyre 
itself, but in this attempt he failed. 

The next king of Assyria was Sennacherib, 
who marched into Judah/ and forced king He-- 
zekiah to pay him a yearly tribute of three 
hundred talents of silver, and thirty of gold. 

Notwithstanding this submission on the part 
of the Jewish monarch, Sennacherib shortly af- 
terward sent his general Rabshakcn, at >the head 
of a large army, against Jerusalem. While the 
siege was carrying on with vigour, and by Sen- 
nacherib in person, he was informed that Tir- 
bakah,'king of Ethiopia, who is supposed to have 
beeu the Subbaco of Herodotxi'S, v?^a^ -ajc^^^ox \s* 
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enter his dominions. This intelligeuce obliged 
him to raise tho siege, and to march against the 
invader; but at his departure he sent a letter to 
Hezekiah, in which he threatened that Judah. 
should be added to the many nations which his- 
arms had reduced to the Assyrian empire, ile 
soon returned to put his threat into execution ; 
but a destroying angel, according to the figura- 
tive language of Holy Writ, to express the di- 
vine interposition, visited his camp, and slew one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of his sol- 
diers.* 7'his judgment compelled the arrogant 
tyrant to hasten back into his own country, w here 
he exercised the most horrid cruelties upon bis 
subjects, but particularly upon the captive Jews, 
in revenge for the disgrace which had betallea 
him in his attempt to reduce their country. His 
conduct became so odious and intolerable, even 
in his own family, that his own sons, Adramme- 
lech and Sharazer, conspivcd against him, and 
murdered him as he was ofi'ering up his devo- 
tions in the temple of his God, Nisroch. 

The abonimable act,, however,, seems to have 

* The most probable conjecture isv that this destruction 
was occasioned by ihc pestilential wind known in those 
countries by the name of the Sanrielj which, in passing 
over the deserts, is sometimes carried into the fertile pro- 
vinces, and instantaneously slays both man and beasc. It is 
observable that even Herodotus had some knowledge of 
this catastrophe in ihc Assyrian army, though he has 
strangely mUreprescnted the real fact, as welt as the nftme 
of the place: for he says that while Sennacherib besieged 
Pciusiiim, iramcnse numbers of rats and mice entered hU 
camp tn the night, and destroyed all the shield*strap« and 
bow-stringa. The story is so remaikable as to be evidently 
A perverted account of the Scriptuie rciaiioo, which is of 
itself a fitt mgic pto\)\\)\& cvt^Mtc^i^^ace. 

^VV«'t\ 



given jusl offence to the Assyrians 5 for the 
parricides were constrained 10 fly into Armenia, 
to escape the expected punishment which theit" 
crime deserved. Esar-Haddon^ ory ac- ^ p 
cording to PtoIemyyAssaradin^ the bliiMi ^\q^ 
son of Sennacherib^ then ascended to the 
throne. 

This prince possessed better qualities than his 
father, and was very kind to the captive Jews^ 
whom that tyrant had so cruelly oppressed. He 
reigned for some years quietlyy but toward the 
close of his life, the desire of conquest arose in 
his breast ; and, after adding Babylon to the 
Assyrian crown, he put an entire end to the 
kingdom Of Israeli and sent Mauasseh^ the king 
of iudah, in chains to Babylon. 

Flushed with this success he marched into 
Egypt and Ethiopia, which countries he sub- 
dued, and carried numbers of their inhabitants 
into captivity. While he was engaged in this 
war, his general Tartan laid siege to the strong 
city of Ashdod, or Azotufs, and took it. 

Having thus extended his dominions, and re<* 
vived the gl<>ry of the Assyrian name, which 
had been greatly eclipsed in the reign of his pre- 
decessor, this great prince spent the re- -^ ^ 
mainderof his days in peace,- and died in * * 
a good old age. 

He was succeeded by Saosduchinils, or Saos- 
ducheus, who is the Ne4>uehadnezzar of the sa« 
«red history. This prince followed up the -great 
designs of his predecessor, and gained many ad- 
tantages over the Medes, whose king Phroites 
he slew, after a hard-fought battle in the plain 
of Ragan. Elated with this victory, he marched 
into Media^ and having reduced ovw^ ^^^% 
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places carried by storm the famous city of I3c- 
batana, which he completely destroyed. After 
this conquest hcreturued to ^iinev eh, where he 
cctcbrdted his triumphs in a luxurious aud splen- 
did ieast^ given to those who had attended hint 
in his expe^lition^ which least lasted one hundred 
and twenty days. 

The success of his arms swelled his mind to 
such a height of mad ambition tliat he waged 
war against all the world, aud began to regard 
himself as something more than mortal, iu 
this fit of extravagance^ he sent an army under 
ilolofernes, with orders to put to death* the uu 
habitants of every country who should resist his 
authority. The general appears to have been 
actuated by the same spirit as his master, fur 
the cruelties which he committed struck terror 
among all the neighbouring nations. But tdc 

Jews had the courage to stand firm against the 
aughty Assyrian, and, notwithstanding the ra- 
vages he made, defended their capital city. Be- 
thulia, to the last extremity. 

When all hopes of deliverance were lost, a 
beautiful lady, of a noble family, named Judith, 
accompanied by her maid, went out into the 
Assyrian camp, and being introduced to tlie ge- 
neral, he became enamoured of her charms, and 
«:«nducted her to his tent. At the entertainment 
which he gave to his fair visitor, Holofcrnos 
drank so freely as soouXo become inebriated, in 
wliich state he fell asleep. At this critical mo* 
nit-nt, when the company wore all retired, Ju- 
dith smote oir the head of the general, and, put- 
ting it into a bag, went out ot the tent, passed 
the guards, and returned safe to the city. 
This act T«iVb\^vi v.Vi'i drooling spirits of the 
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Jevv.«, who, taking advantage of the consterna- 
tion of the Assyrians, sallied out, and defeated 
them with great slaughter. This story is cir.. 
cumstantially related in the apocryphal book of 
Judith, but it must be observed that there seems 
to be as much of truth in it as there is in the ac- 
count of Semi ram is, by Ctesias, which we have 
already condemned. That there never was such • 
a woman as Judith we will not say, but that the 
story is in all particulars true we cannot admits 
because sacred and profane history are silent 
upon an incident too remarkable to have passed 
unnoticed. Beside^ that which stamps impro- 
bability upon the tale is the name given to the 
capital of Judah, which occurs in no part of 
Scriptur^f nor any where else. 
j^ p Saosduchinus was succeeded by Chy- 
(/4,g naladan, or Sarac^ whose character and 
reign agree so exactly with the story of 
Sardanapalus, as to proye that he was the sanie 
person. In his reign, the Medes, headed by • 
Cynares> the son of Phraortes, revolted, and, 
atter defeating the Assyriansin a pitched battle, 
laid siege to^iineveh ; but, while they were thus 
engaged, the Scythians entered Media, in conse- 
quence of which Cynares was obliged to make 
a hasty retreat into his own country, to repel 
the invaders. About the same time Natopolas- 
ser, a Babylonian, whom Chynaladanhad placed 
at the head of his army, revolted, and took pos- 
session of the kingdom of Babylon. The king 
of Assyria, seeing nothing but enemies around' 
him, and knowing how odious his conduct had 
rendered him to his subjects, collected all his 
l^ealth into a pile in his palace, and then s'-t 
rf2 . "^^^ 
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fire to it, perishing with his whjole famify in the 
flames. 
^ p The Assyrian monarchy did indeed 

'Jz' subsist ill some degree many years after 
this circumstance 5 but even the name9 
of the succeeding kings have pot reached us. 
We know nothing more of its history than 
that it was at last completely destroyed by the 
Medes and BiabylonijBins. 

During the first monarchy, Egypt, of which 
we have given a history in thiB ^rst volume of 
this work, flourished* and claims the admiration 
pf posterity on various accounts. 

Next to the Egyptians, the Phi^enicians were 
the most celebrated. Their skill in maritime 
lU^airs, their address and excellent policy i^ 
commercial concerns, have ever excited applause. 
Tyre, their chief city, was taken by Neoachadr 
pezzar, about the ye^r 570 B. C. Pygmalion 
is wel) known <as a Pluienician mpnarch^ whose 
ffisjter. Dido, built Carthage. 

The kingdom of the Lydians flourished under 
the first ^lonarchy, chiefly during the reign of 
Croesus^ whos<e dominion was far extendedover 
the regiops of Asia, and who was considered as 
the richiest king of his time. 

This age prc^uced Homer and Hesiod. To 
this period also must be referred the Sybils, wo- 
men famous for their prophecies. 

During the ^rst mon^chy, philosophy flou- 
rishedfiu Egypt, and astronomy in Chaldaea; 
apd th^ celebrated cities of Nineveh and Baby* 
Ion are the most decided proofs that the. Assy- 
rians and Chaldaeans were well skilled in works 
.pf arcbitegtuire and jjiechapics. 
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THE BABYLONIAN EMPIRE. 

BABYLON was knom\ in ancient times by 
the names of Shinar, Shmaar, &e, that of Ba« 
by ton is generally supposed to be derived from 
the tower of Babel^ and that of Chaldaea, whicl| 
is also appropriated to this country^ from the 
Chaldieans, 

Those two names sometimes extend to the 
whole coimtry, being taken for each other, and 
sq^qe times they are limited to certain parts ; by 
Babylon, orBs^bylonia, was meant the country in" 
the neighbourhood of the city of Babylon ; and 
by Chaldsea that which extends southward to 
the Persian gulf. By the sacred writers the 
whole country is called Chaldse, but profane 
authors usually denominate it Babylonia. It 
lies between thirty and thirty 4ive degrees north 
latitude, being bounded on the north by Meso- 
potamia, on the east by the TigFiS| on the west 
by Arabia Deserta, and on the south by tlie Per- 
sian gulph and part of Arabia Felix. 

The climate of this country is, lor the most 
p^rt, wholesome ;ind temperate, though at par«r 
ticular seasons of the year> it 19 noxious and dan-r 
gerous to the human constitution. The heat is 
so extrfiordiuary that the rich are accustomed to 
sleep even with 1^ great part of their bodies im- 
mersed in water* for several months together 
it seldom or never rsMus, so that the inhabitantc 
are at great labour and expense in watering their 
lands,, the various engines used for that purpose 
being so uumerous, especially along the bankff 
of the Euphrates^ as sometimes to impede the 
aavigaiioi^ef the (iter. iSbii Aiti^^v^^^'^ 
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known to continue for two years and a ha: . 
the inh«ibitauts are satisfied if it rain but t\iiceir 
thrico in the course of the year. The ricJinessol 
the.ioil, the excellence of the climate^ and the in- 
dustrv of the inhabitants, rendered this coimti] 
0|ieof the most fertile on the face of the eartlu 
The palm-tree naturally flourished thronphoil 
this liXtn}, chiefly of the date kind^ which aflordc 
the inhabitants meat, wine, and honey. Th 
grain produced in this country exceeded thati 
every other ; the millet and the sesame shot ii 
into the size of trees, and the leaves of the baric 
and wheat were usually four fingers broad. Tl 
sesame yielded them oil instead of the olive, ai 
the palin wine instead of the grape. 

The great fertility of this CDnntrjr mast 1 
priaci pal iy ascribed to the overflowing of t] 
rivers Tigris and Euphrates, whiph, daring i 
months ot June, July and August, are unable 
carry avi-ay the vast quantities of water prodiVi 
by the mehing of the snow from the nuountai 
of Armenia, These inundations, though high 
beneficial to the soil of the country, were, foi 
considerjibje length of time, destructive to t 
manual operations of the inhabitants, till, 
lengths taught by experience, they guard 
against the elFectsof these annual floods, by 
ting a great number of artificial riveni or cam 
^vith which tkfi waters vrere distributed, the cil 
^ry ia general benefited, and an easy comntn 
cation effected between the inhabitants. At! 
distance of time it is imposnble to deternl 
with any degree of precision, which of the4l 
mense rivers in this country were natura1,v| 
which were axt\^e\^\ but geographers seeisj 
laterally agret&» 'm «»BKa^x*^^^*««4«a.^ 
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ihe glory of having cut that branch of the Eu^ 

(>hrates which talis into the river Tigris at Se^ 
eucia. 

The Euphrates has its source from the Arme.^ 
pian mountains, whence it flows, dividing Aku 
bia and Babylon from Mesopotamia, till, mixing 
with its fellow traveller the Tigris, it falls at 
Jength into the Persian gulf. The course of this 
river is not rapid ; in many parts it is iiot navi- 
gable but to very small vessels ; its water is na- 
turally turbid and foul ; but when passed througl^ 
%.proper strainer, it is lighter, and preferable to 
any in those regions, and from its excellence i% 
obtained a name signifying the water of desire. • 

The vessels formerly used upon this river werd 
round, without distinction of head or stern> an4 
no better than great wicker baskets coated over 
with hides, which were guided with long oarsi 
These vessels were of different sizes, some of thenji 
being capable of carrying a burdep of palm-wine, 
to the weight of 5000 talents, beside a number, 
of asses. At Babylon, the great mart of trade^ 
jthey used to unload their cargo and sell thei]P 
vessels, but they kept their hides, which tfepjf' 
brought home by land on their asses. 

This country is remarkable for having enclosed^ 
(according to the most rational opinions, within 
its hmits, at least great part of Paradise. Here 
jalso was the flBUnof Shinar, or Senjar, where the 
whole xace of mankind were gathered- together 
}n one body afler the flood, m>m yhence they 
dispersed Uiemselves over thiUface of the earth. 

Kimrod v^as the founder of Babel ; but, for 
xnany ages, it evidently appears tohave remained 
a petty royalty, till the ,^^rians paved the wa^ 
to the empire it attaint lu^vitroEasws^^^ 
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in ito infancv> tyrai^icat and despotic, but at the 
death of Nimrod it fell to a level with other 
neighbouring 3tdt9s^ till the Assyrians, in process 
of time, laid the foundations on which it afterward 
exalted itself as the queen of the east. The go- 
vernment, then, of Babylon, like that of Asaj'-r 
ria, was strictly despotical, and its sceptre here- 
ditary. The whole centered in the person of 
the king ; all decrees issued from his mouth ; he 
eveQ aflected tiie power, and claimed the wor- 
ship, which belonged only to the divinity. This 
was, perhaps, the most effectual means of inti- 
midating not only his own subjects, but sur- 
rounding nations, who might otherwise have be- 
come rivals of his greatness, and attempted to 
dispossess him of his kingdom. Upon a princi- 
ple of this kind, the conquerors of the east have 
always afiected retirement, as too glorious to bt; 
beheld by vulgar eyes ; thus contriving to keep 
ia subjection a number of nations of different 
languages, complexions, and manners, to a per- 
mit, who must be a stranger to most of them. 

The first monarchs of Babylon, however, ad- 
ipinistered their government by officers of several 
sorts, civil and military ; and accordingly we find 
them divided into three classes, supposed to be 
sel^ted from among the most grave ^nd aoble 
persons in the empire : the first had the charge 
of the virdns^ ana their disposal in marriage ; 
and to judge of 4II matters relating to the con- 
nubial st^te: the second took cognizance of theft, 
and the third of all other crimes. We find the 
subordinate powers under this mighty emperor 
divided into princes, governors, captains, judges 
and counsellors, so that nothing was wanting to 
TOUiitfUa poact «a4 gi^yMi <^i4«t \^tk^ «iaf ire. 
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This great king of kings had an household 
^qual to the sublimity of bis station, the chief 
officers of which were, the captain of his guard, 
the prince of the eunuchs^ and the prime minist- 
ter. The first had the executio» of his arbitrary 
commands ; the second had the charge of the 
education aad subsistence of the yoQth of ithe 
palace ; and the last sat in the king's gate to hear 
complaints, and to pass judgments. B-side 
these, there was the master of the magicians al- 
ways at hand to satisfy the king upon any thing 
he might wish to know, wijth regard \o futurity 
and prognostication^ 

Though these kings seem to / have iplaimed* 
5uch high honours^ and to have considered the. 
whole world as created for their use and service^. 
yet we understand that they sometimes condea* 
cended to banquet with their m^tilords and. 
£hief men of th^r dominious^oT whom l¥e, read- 
in the book of Daniel that a thousand were af; 
lone time entertained by Beltshjusalar. Tho 
£ominon style of salutation to this sovejrcign was^ 
king, live for ever ! and the man who was so. 
happy as in a particular manner to gain his fa«i 
Tor was clothed with purple or scarlet, adorned 
with a chain of gold about bis oeck« and inyest** 
ed with a part of the government. 

The laws of the empire were in general vaguo 
^nd uncertain, depending whoJUy upon the wil| 
of the monarch, but one was, fixed and irrevo* 
cable, which obliged all, especially the poorer 
sort of the people, to marry. By this law the 
daughters of every man were bestowed in mary 
riage according to the will of the king or his of- 
ficers, in a manner to be related hereafter. 

As the laws were changeable 90 s^ ^'^^^^^^ 
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puniKlimcnts unfixed, arbitrary, and rigorous m 
proportion to the disposition of the sovereign, 
iiclieading, cutting to pieces, turning the crinji- 
iialVhouse into a dunghill, and burning in a fiery 
furnace, are punishments which were executed 
by order of the kings of Babylon. 

* It is difficult to separate the religion and learn- 
ing of the Babylonians into distinct heads. The 
Chaldiiians, properly so called, were not onlv the 
priests, but the -literati of the country, llicy 
were devoted to the business of religion, pre- 
tended to propheey, to predict by the rules of 
augury, by the flight of birds, and the inspection 
of slaughtered vidtimsr-^—thcy explained dreams, 
and all the extntordi nary phenomena of nature, 
as portending good or evil to men or nations, 
and it was thought by the vulgar that these 
priests could, by their incantations and invoca* 
tions, affect the future welfare o^ maiikind. Hav. 
^g> by their situations, been early attentive to 
celestial observations, they concluded that the 
invisible Deity had created the heavenly bodies 
as the subordinate agents of his power, and as 
ministers of his will to govern the world. 

Persuaded of this, they began to build temples 
to the stars, to sacrifice to them> to praise them, 
and to bow down in religious homage before 
them, expecting through their means to obtaia 
the favour and good- will of God ; so that they 
esteemed them as mediators between God and 
themselves. In process of time, iip posters arose, 
and gave out that they had it enjoined from 
God himself that some particular star should be 
worshiped in a certain manner, and that none of 
^ny age or degree should be exempt from this 
(iut\\ Hence mcubef^^isx to ecect temples^ with 
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lAiages^ tinder trees, upon the summit of hills or 
. mountains, and to assemble in them for the pui> 
poses of divine worship. Other impostors, im» 
proving on the first, pretended to have been ha* 
iioured with particular instructions from parti- 
cular stars, concerning the exact mode of wor- 
ship due to them, and what ought, and what 
ought not, to be done to please them. 

Such was the rise of idolatry, which, taking ^ 
root among the Chaldaeans, spread its branches / 
so far as to keep in darkness all the nations of ) 
the east. It is certain that the first image wor- ^ 
shippers did not pretend to pay adoration to the ' 
uninformed wood, stone, or metal, and that, in 
their transition from planet- worship to image- 
worship, they pretended to have infused the vir- 
tues of the planets into the image that it was ' 
meant to represent, which they thought might 
be afiected by forms of consecration ; and by 
various incantations, thoy pretended to draw 
down from the stars thtar several intelligences 
into their- respective idols: hence came all the 
superstition of the talismans, together with the ; 
various branches of magic and sorcery. 

It is evident that this was the origin of image- 
worship, since the names of the principal Gods , 
of the heathen in general are those of the sun, \ 
moon and five primary planets, Saturn, Jupiter, 
Mars, Mercury, and Venus. 

This was the state of the old Babylonian reli- / 
gion, till they came to deify mortal men, as well 
as the celestial bodies, a practice for which two 
reasons have been assigned; first, the grief of a 
parent for a child untimely snatched away, 
whose image he may have been tempted to ho- 
nour as a god when dead. Aad secondly *^^^ 
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«killof'Cfae' workman,, who, by hiffart, mght 
greatly cootribute to the deception of the igno* 
rant; since being ambitious to flatter some'great 
man he exerted all his powers to represent him 
beyond what he trnly was ; and that, by the 
beauty of his work, he might captivate and de- 
lude the unWcary multitudhs, who took him now 
for a God, whom a little before tfarey honoured 
as a man. 

It has been generally supposed that Ninu? 
was the first person who set up images to be 
worshipped, and particularly one representing 
his father Belus, granting privileges to those 
strbjects, and pardons to those criminals who re- 
sorted to it. To Belus, as the founder of the 
JBiiby Ionian and Assyrian empires, not only a 
temple was erected, but an immense building, 
which consisted of eight towers, raised one up- 
€m another, and in the uppennost was a bed 
magnificently set forth, and a golden tabie near 
it, but no image ; nor was any person suflfered 
to be here in the night but a pairticular woman, 
who, as the' priests gave out, was preferred by 
the god beiore alt others. Beneath this was 
another temple, in which was a gigantic imase 
of Jupiter (Belus) aU of pure gold, with a tame 
before him of the same metal : his throne waa 
also of gold, 80 that the whole work was valued 
at eight hundred talents of gold. 

As there were two gods in this temple, there 
belonged to it also two altars; one of a moderate 
size, and another mucb larger : upon the former 
none but sucking victims might be fmcrificed, 
and upon the great one, none that were not full 
grown. 

Such was the |^^ Belos among the Babvlo^ 



liians/ sncK his temple, and the rank he held in 
it ; but whether they meant by him either the' 
gan, or their founder Pul, or whether they trans- 
formed'him into the sun, or kept the worship of 
their heavenly body, and their hero, so distinct 
as never to confound them with each other, is a 
question too difficult to be decided with accnyacy. 

The deity next in order to this was Venus, 
whom the Babylonians styled Mylitta, signify- 
ing mother, and the Greeks Urania ; fov it wa» 
to her that the daughters or women of the coun- 
try were, oncein their life time, bound to make 
a sacrifice of their virtue, a practice which will 
be more particularly described among the man^^ 
aers and customs of this people. This goddess 
had a temple at Aphoe, at Babylon, and proba- 
bly in other places ; but, for the convenience of 
ahose who had^notemplesamcmg them, the priests 
carried about small tabernacles, or models of 
differeot temples, consdting, at tbe same time,. 
ihe devotioii ef the peaple and th«ir own in- 
-lerest^ 

Thift goddesv was tror^hipped utKfer a great 
turiety of difievent oaimes ; she was also consi-** 
tiered as belonging to both sexes, and according- 
ly was worshipped by her votaries sometimes 
ki the attire of men, and sometimes in that of 
tromen, mutually changing dresses with each 
other ; whence it has been supposed that Mose» 
ibrbade^ the loomon to wear what pertameth to the 
man, era man to put on a womai/s garmeni. The* 
^mmhip of this planet or idol must therefore 
Jbcave been of very ancient date, and a book on 
Bftagic is quoted by Maimonides, in which it i» 
«fii$oinedthat a man should put on* the flowered 
^ganaeau of awoaatv when he stood before the 

Vol. n, G g ^^^ 
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Star Venus, and a woman the arms and armour of 
a man, when she paid her devotions to Man. 

Wc have a general view given us of the Bt- 
bv]f>nish temples, idots and priests, in the book 
o^ Jeremiah. Their idols were of goldj of siIj 
ver, and of wood, and carried about in process 
sion, surrounded with the mnkitudes that wor- 
shipped them. They were crowned, and clothed 
in purple, black with the smoke of incense. 
Their temples were full of smoke and dust, 
caused by the numerous resort of votaries. The 
priests made free with the gold and silver pre* 
scutitd to their gods, bestowing it Upon favour- 
ite women, whom they accounted sacred^ 
Whatever was oiFered as a sacrifice to their 
^ds they appropriated to themselves ckuth- 
ing their wives and children with the garments 
that had been given to adorn their itlob. in re* 
turu for which they were sure to light up nunip 
bers of tapers and candles to thcirimages, and to 
&it in tli^ temples with their beards and beadg 
clostly shaven, uncovered; and with their gar* 
nifiiits rent, cryine out before their goda as for 
chf. lamentation ot ^ome person deceased. 

The iiorrid custom of sacrificing human fie- 
tixns, to appease or conciliate their gods, wasfint 
practised by the Babylonians, and from them it 
was communicated to the superstitions of the 
ifurrounding nations. There arc traces of their 
ancieut cruelty to be discerned in the woiship 
and rites of the Syrian, or rather the Assyntai 
goddess of Hicrapolis, to whom parents, without 
remorse, sacrificed their children, by throwing 
thorn down a precipice in her tetnple. 

It is now time to speak of the custooM of tbt 
Baby lomaiws, qIl >Kivvciv one of the chief aeeaii ti 
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bave beisn the manner of disposing of their 
young women in marriage. No man had any 
power over his own d^ughters^ but as soon as 
they were fit to marry they were exported if% 
8ome public place appointed for the purpose^ 
vhef e, in the midst of a crowd of men^ who atx 
tejided vpon all these occasions^ they were sold 
pn0 by one. The most beautiful were first put 
up^ and dehvered to the highest bidder. When 
all who were valuable on account of their charms 
were disponed of; the money that was raised by 
this sale was applied in behalf of those to whom 
Picture had not been so lavish of her exterior 
gifts. These were then ofiiercd to such as would 
take the least money with them : and the poorer 
sort, who set a higher value upon money than 
l^e^uty, were as eager io underbidding as the 
wealthy n>eD had been in oyer*bidding each 
Other mr the fair ones. The consequence of thid 
^as that their young women were all disposed 
of in m^rnajB^ ; the lower class of men were 
obliged to give security for their taking those 
they had chosen^ before they were in possession 
of the paone^ thcv ))ad agreed to ta^ke with 
them. 

The Babylonians thonght i^kcmmly^ polluted 
even by the use of matrimony « and were not al- 
lowed to touch any thing after it, till they had 
purified themselves by perfumiqg and vrashing 
their bodiies. 

^very ^Babylonish woman was once in her life 
time boupd to sacrifice hervirtue to some strange 
man, 9t the temple of Venus. They were crown^ 
ed with knots and g^rl^nds^'apd ranged in long 
ranks before the temple, each rank being parted 
fropi tbp pt^er by a line, \U?x t^^ V5^«v\ vxv^^N 
eg? ^^^^ 
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jconveniently pass between them^ and choosl 
those they "liked best. They declared their] 
choice by throwing money into the lap of the I 
woman they most admired, and saying, as ' 
they threw it, / implore the goddess Myiiita for 
thee. The money, however little, was by n» 
means re&sed ; it was accounted sacred, nor had 
the women the pow^r of rejecting any man that 
accosted her in the form prescribed, but she wais 
absolutely obliged to follow him without delay* 

For five days together every year, they cele- 
brated a festival c^led Sacca, during which the 
servants comm^ded their masters^ ope of them 
being for the time constituted chief over the 
house, and wearing ^ kind of roy^J garment 
called 2iogana. 

Their manner of treating their sick was very 
.extraordinary. Having no physicians, th^ used 
to expose them publicly in thie most frequented 
place, that every one night see them ami oHer 
their advice, if they had any knowledge of the 
case, either from their own experience or from 
the experience of others, nor was it lawful for 
.any that passed by to omit this office. - They 
buried their de^d m wax and honey, and mourn" 
ed for them after the manner of the jEgyptians. 

The Babylonians were excessively credulous 
and superstitious, and as debauched as a nation 
could be. Their credulity appears from the 
high veneration they paid to their priests, jug* 
glers, and superstitious practices. So prone 
wore they to idolatry that we find Nebu* 
chadnezzar falling down before Daniel to wor- 
ship him. And debauchery was encouraged by 
their princes and priests ; the religious rites 
paid to their great goddess, and t^e roverencs - 

paid 
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paid to prostitution, rendered thein the most 
sensual and ab«|i)doued people on the face of tbe 
earth. 

They seeip to have afiectcd pride and effcr 
xninacy in their dress; their under garment was 
(ft liuen vestj down to their heqis, over which 
they had 9i)Qther of woollen, and over all a 
white mantle or cloak. They wore their own 
hair ; their heads were adorned with a tiara or 
mitr^ <md their bodies were anointed with the 
oil of^sesaipc. Each of them wore a sealrring 
on the finger, and in their hand a wronght staSp 
or sceptrej adorned at the head with some parr 
ticular ensign or figure, without which it was 
unlawfiil to appear with one of these staves. 

The 3abyIoniap3 were famed for learning, 
particularly the Chaldeans, who were their 
priests, philosophers, astronomers, soothsayers, 
&c. In respect to their pretended claim to 
learning, and supernatural knowledge, the Chal- 
deans are distinguished firom the Babylonians, 
and are said to have inhabited a region peculiar 
to themselves, next to the Arabian and the 
Persian gulf. They were divided into several 
sects, distinguished by names taken either from 
particular places, where different doctrines on 
the S^me points were h^Id, or from particular 
persons wpohad doctrines peeuliar to themselves. 
Their learning was not acquired after the man- 
oer of t{ie Greeks, but by tradition from father 
Co son ; and being e:(empt fropi all laborious do- 
ties, and offices of trust, their only business was 
to apiily themselves to tbe instruction they re-> 
ccivea. They never departed from principles 
parly imbibed, being fully sat\s&^d H«\>2Bw^\sa^ 
tk^had received from xYidt ^ia«*5S».wftk»'*2i_ 
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a tenacious adherence to this, ^^^7 ^>^3^c pcv* 
fectly knowing in what they professed. 

They taught that the world was eternal, but 
acknowledged the superintendance of a dWine 
Providence,, by whom the heavenly bodies were 
directed in their course. They were the first 
who cultivated astronomy, discovered the exact 
motions of the planets, and pretended to under- 
standthe influence they have over thrngs below, 
and from that to be able to foretel what was 
hidden in the womb of futurity. From these 
delusive amusements they boasted of a know- 
ledge of what was to come, and a power of avert- 
ing evil and procuring good ; on which account 
they obtained the name of n^agicians. 

I'he planets they called interpreters, since 
Itheir motions and appearandes portended to 
them the will and pleasure of the gods. Some- 
times they judged by their rising, • sometimes 
their setting, and sometimes the colour and d(&r 
grec of their light, whether storms of wipd, of 
rain, or excessive drought n)ight be expected. 
From the same appearances they pretended to 
predict the approach of comets> eclipses of the 
8uu and moon, earthquakes, and the whole train 
of what were considered as the forerunners of. 
the good and bad fortunes of nations in genera!, 
and of monarchs and private persons in parU- 
• eular. 

Under the six planets they ranged thirty 
stars, which they called counselling gods : in 
these, half took cognizance of what was done 
nnder the earth ; and the other half of what 
was done by men, or transacted in the heav.ens- 
TAev niaintamed thal,oTi^VcLV.^\ ^vj^, ^j^a^C 
tte superior staw deaceiidL^ ^JC^ ^'e^ \\s!l«ns« ta ■! 
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messenger from those above ; and that, in re- 
turn^ an inferior one ascended to the superior in 
the same quality ; and that this correspondencts 
y^as natural tothemandAvould continue for ever. 
Twelve of these counselling gods presided over 
the signs of the Zodiac ; while twenty-four 
Ather . stars were selected from that broad 
belt, twelve towards the north pole, and twelve 
towards the south ; those within sight were as- 
•igoed as guardians of the living, and the others 
were the constellations of the dead. 
. Aa the Chaldsaos were peculiarly the men of 
learning, so the Babylonians, properly so called, 
applied themselves to the arts ; their immense 
buildings, which could not have been afl'ected 
without much skill in geometry, prove that they 
must have been good' mathematicians and me-^ 
chanics. But it is not easy to say how far they 
excelled in perspective, and the' true harmony 
of proportion ; and it is certain that they never 
attained to any superior excellence in painting 
and statuary. 

• Mosic and poetry werie probably but little at- 
kended to among them : in physic they had no 
regular science, as is evid«^nt from their mode of 
treating the siclc. The Babylonians were great 
architects, ingenious ia casting of metals, fa- 
fnous for their i^anufectures, particularly for 
their rich embroideries, magnificent carpets^and 
fine linen ; so much so that we read of Cato sell* 
ing a Babylonian mantle^- which bad been left 
to him by inheritance, -as beiqg what he was 
ashamed to wear. And it has been said that "at 
£ome more than 60001. had been paid for ^ 
snit of Babylonian hangings. 
This people yims. not only divided into two 
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great tribes^ the Babylonians and Cfaaldsana» 
put into other subordinate sects; thre.e of these 
subsisted entirely on fish dried in the son and 
converted into a kind pf paste ; others Hyed on 
salted bats ; but whether this practice proceed* 
ed from superstition or want is uncertain, tboagh 
it could hardly be owing to the latter in so pltn« 
liful a country. 

The trade of this ancient people is no wher^ 
professedly treated of, but it must have been 
considerable when Babylon was in the meridian 
of her glory. This city was situated in the 
midst of the old w^orld ; and by means of two 
great rivers, the Euphrates and Tigris, had a 
very easy communication with the western and 
northern parts, and with the eastern^ by means 
of the Persian gulf. That the Babylonians had 
much shipping of their own, and were consider* 
able as navigators, is evident, since tbeirdty is 
styled by the prophet a city ofwQJter^i and their 
extensive commerce is described in the book of 
Revelations*. 

We might here consider the Babylonians in 
two very different views : first, as composing a 
small though, perhaps, a formidable kingdom^ 
immediately after the deluge; and secondly^ 
as constituting a potent and wide spreading em- 
pire, founded by, and at last rising upon the 
ruins of the Assyrians, their brethren. But as 
it is desirable to confine our history to a detail 
of well authcntioated facts, without amnsing the 
reader with fictitious jsr doubtful relation, wa 
shall pa«i over the earlier periods of the Baby* 
]pnian history, which depends more upon cun« 
Jfifturt thua faQl« as 'W^W ai& xl^^v ^ViiasBv^CMve* 
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rallicndicd years, from the time of NImrod> 
x^ ^ after which, the first king to be men- 
747 ^^^°®^ ^* Nabonassar, well known from 

the ffira which passes under his name. 
. It appears that the l^abylonian kingdom rose 
about the same time with that of Assyria, since 
only twenty- four years after the appearance of 
Pui, the founder of the Assyrian monarchy, 
Kai^onassar is mentioned as king of Babylon. 
And it is evident, both from sacred and profane 
history, th^t Babylon was an independent na<- 
tioii, governed by its own kfngs> when the As.. 
iyriaii moa;^rchy was in its full gbry. Sut we 
lare not informed by what means Nabonassar 
obtained, or how he and his successors, contrived 
to keep in possession a kingdiom bordering oa 
tite empire of the A$syrias« who, under the 
conduct of their ambitious and warlike princes^ 
grasped at nothing le$s thaa the sovereignty of 
.the east. With this view they waged w.ar withy 
and imposed their yoke ppon almost all sgr* 
Tounding nations. |t is probable tb^t Pulj the ,' 
first Assyrian monarch, lefl two soQs, Tizlath<« ) 
pileser and Nabonassar, of whom the former ■ 
took possession of Assyria, jind the latter of Ba« 
bylon, living in strict unity ^ith one another; 
a circumstance which will account for the inde« 
pendeuce of the Babylonian kingdom. ,; 

Among the successors of Nabonassar we must 
no'tice Mardoc-cmpad* who was undoubtedly the 
Merodack-balan of the Scriptures, and was the 
first Babylonian monarch whom we fipd having 
had intercourse with the kings at Jerusalem^ 
fie sent a special embassy to congratulate He* 
^eklah on his recovery, and to inquire, as it it 
gijaeraljy supposed, cooceti\\xv^\JDkft?»xC%^^^-;^^^ 



3*5 nABYLOMANrf. 

shipping Daniel, and acknowledged hisGorftt^ 
be the God of gods, and Lord of kiug(. He 
also gave him extraordinary demonstrations of 
esteem, invested him with the government of 
Babylon, and appointed him the chief of ihe 
wise men of the city. 

Cyaxares the Mede, having entered iirto an 
alUance with Nebuchadnezzar, they marched 
against Nineveh, took that proud metropolis; 
levelled it with the ground^ and puEt an end to 
the Assyrian empire. Nebuchadnezzar soon af^ 
ter sent an army against Jerusalem, which he 
hirosplf joined^ and having completely invested 
the city, be ordered the king, Jehoiachin, who 
came out to him with his mother, and his whole 
court, in a nK»st submissive manner, to be ar- 
rested and carried prisoners to Babylon. Hav^ 
ing made himself master of the place, he ran- 
flacked and plundered it a second time,a(nd car- 
lied off* an immense booty, and such numbers of 
captives of all ranks and conditions, that scarcefr 
a sofhcient number of hands were let\ to cahi** 
Tate the land. He then set Mattaniah on the 
throne of that desolate kingdom, changing bi» 
imme to Zedckiah, at the same time laying hic% 
under a certain tribute, and obliging hi'ia to tak» 
an oath of fidelity and allegiance. 

This mighty prince, the rnstrument kX GodE'jr 
wrath to punish the wickedness of the nations 
about him, had his victories always preceded by 
prophecies from the mouth of Jeremiah ; whd 
at one time when the kings of the MoabiteS/ 
Tyriaos and Zidonians/ would have temptei 
Z^dekiah, the thoughtless Mng of Jerusalem, to 
f Jse against Nebuchadnezzar, sent to each 6( 
tiieir ambas9adQn\tk\vA^:3sv»t» a present of yokeii 



andbohds^ foJ be cfairricd to their masters with 
this declaration : • That the Lord of hosts^ the 
God of the whole earth, hard doomed them all 
tti be servants to the Babylonian monarchy and 
that those ?0vho quietly submitted^ and faith- 
folly obeyed the kiiig, should find mercy aud 
remain quietly in their own laiid; but that the 
disobedient and rebellious should be destroyed. 
However great and terrible Nebuchadnezzar 
is represented to haye been, yet several of the 
tributary uations floon attempted to throw off 
their allegiance; and to free themselves from the 
severity of his yoke. Putting himself at the 
head of his army^ he advanced to the frontiers, 
resolving to puftish those who presumed to call 
in question the right of his authority . Being, 
however, in suspence with which people he 
should coinmenoe his^ operationd^ he referred the 
determination to tht ordinary methods of divi- 
nation in pilactice ^^nth the GhaldeaAs, vt^ho, 
having consulted the entrails of animals^ their 
images, and their arrows*, gave it as their opi- 

* Tim practice of dividiog by arrows coptfBurd amdflg 
the Arabt, till Mohamfnedicm prevailed, which absolutely 
forbid it« Tht. arrows used for this purpose were without 
heads or feathers, and were k^(M in the temple of some tdpl, 
in whose presence they consolted. Seven such atiows weirc 
kefA at the temple of Bileeca, but three only were used in 
divination, on one of which was written, ** Afy JLtrd batk 
fotMuttrdeii me.*.' on another, ** My Lord bat b forbidden 
me\** and the third was a blank. If the first were drawn, 
they looked on it as an. approbation of the enterpiize is 
question ; if the second, they drew a contrary conclusion | 
bot if the third happened to be 4rawn, they mixed them, 
and drew them over agalo ; till a decisive answer was ob- 
tained. I'h'ese divining arrows were generally consulted 
before any thing of moment was undertikecL^ %» '«tk\«BL%. 
3naD was about ttr jQirry* or abou^to i» % wwr\* . " _ 

VouU. Hh ^»**'» 
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nion that the war should first be commenced 
against the Jews. The Babylonian army march- 
ed from the capital^ and in a short time put an 
end to the Lsraelitish kingdom ; and the victori- 
ous monarch returned to his mqtropoUs^ adding 
great St rengtli and glory to it, by the immense 
booty he brought with him, and a numerous ac- 
cession of new inhabitants. 

With the gold he amassed in this expedition, 
it is thought he erected the monstrous colossus 
of that metal, in honour of his god, Bei ; it wa< 
sixty cubits in height, and six cubits in breadth. 
Before this he commanded all persons to fail 
down and pay religious homage ; but three He- 
brew youths, Shadrach, Meshech, and Abed- 
iiego, courageously refuLsed to comply with the 
king's command, and on that account were 
thrown into a burning furnacej from which they 
miraculously escaped unhurt. To this wonder- 
ful scene Nebuchadnezzar was an eye-witness^ 
and convinced of his own impiety and folly, he 
decreed that whosoever should blaspheme the 
name of the God of Shadrach, Meshech, and 
Abednegb, should be cut in pieces, and his 
house be turned into a dunghill. 

This mighty prince, in the twenty-second year 
of his reigu, crossed the Euphrates, subdued 
Tyre ■and many other nations, made himself 
master of Egypt, and carried awa3r a great num- 
ber of the inhabitants into captivity. About 
the same period he conquered several of the 
other African States. 

Thus far we have seen him as a warrior, ex- 
celling all the Babylonian princes who went be- 
fore him ; wc arc now to consider him as the 
founder of U\c^ mtuycv&^:^u^^ <^i ^V^vlon, one of 
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the wonders of the world. The most famous 
works in and about it were the walls of the ■ 
city ; the tetople of Belus ; Nebuchadnezzar's 
palace; the hjinging gardens ; the banks of the 
river ; the artificial lake, and the canals. 

The walls of- the city were sixty miles in 
compass, three hundred and fifty feet inheight, 
and eighty-seven feet thick. In them there were 
an hundred gaites, all of solid brass; between 
every two of these gatas, at proper distances^ • 
were three toners, and four more at the corners 
of the great square, and th^ee between each of 
these corners aild the next gate on either side.- 
From the twentiy-five gates on each side of this 
square, there wais a krait street extending to the 
correspondipjg gate in the opposite wall, whence • 
the whole number (^streets was but fifty, each 
being fifteen>i11eft long ! the houses were three 
or firar stories in height, and beautified with a)! 
manner of ornaments. 

A branch of the Euphrates divided the city, 
running through the midst of it from north to 
ffouth, over which, in the very middle of the 
city, was a brid&;e a furlong in length ; at each 
end were two palaces of considerable magnitude 
and splendour. It is certain that this city was 
never wholly inhabited, so that even in the me- 
ridian of its glory it might be compared to the 
flower of the field, which flourishes to-day, and 
to-morrow is no more. 

The next great work was the temple of Belus. 
I'he wonderful tower that stood in the middle 
thereof was not his work, but was built many 
ages before, and issuppost^d to have been the fa? 
jjious tower of Babel. 

^ext this temple, on the same cast side <^C iVsa. 
11 U 2 w'W-; 
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river, stood the old palace of the kings of Ba* 
bylouj bein^ four miles in circumference. Ex- 
actly opposite to it^ the outer side of the river, 
was the new palace built by Nebuchadnezzar, 
eight mi}es in circumference, and consequently 
fQUr times as large as the old one. 

Put nothing viras more wonderful at Babylon 
than the hanging^gardens, which Nebuchaduez* 
z^T made in complaisance to his wife, who, being 
a Mede, and retaining a strong inclination for 
the mountains and forests of her own country, 
desired to have something like ^em at Babylon. 
They were four hundred feet square, and con* 
sisted of terraces, one above another,- carried up 
to the height of the wall of the city ; the ascent 
from terrace to terrace bein^ by steps ten feet 
wide» The whole pile consisted of substantial 
arches upon arches, and was* strengthened by a 
^all surrounding it on every sid?, twenty-two 
feet thick. The floors we^e made so as, to re* 
tein the moisture of the mould, which was suf. 
nciently deep to afford space for the roots. of the 
trees that were planted on the terrace, together 
with an immense number of shrubs of every 
kind. Upon the uppermost of these terraces, 
was a reservoir, filled by an engine with water 
from the river, from whence the gardens on the 
other terraces were supplied: 

The other works attributed to Nebuchadnez* 
zer were the banks of the river, the artificial 
canals, and the great lake. The canals were 
cut out on the east side of the Euphrates, to con- 
vey away the waters of that river, when it over- 
Qowed its banks into the Tigris, before they 
/cached Babvlon. 
The lake was forty tOjiV^s wvaax^i* ^xA -afewA 
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forty feet deep ; it was originally contrived to re^ 
ceivethc waters of the river whilip the banks were . 
building on each side of it. But both the lake 
and the canal that led to it were preserved after 
that work was completed, being found of great 
use^ not only to prevent the overflqwing, but to 
keep water all the year, as in a common reseri> 
voir, to be let out, on proper occasioiis, by 
sluices^ for the improvement of the land. 

The tower, or temple, stood to the time of * 
Xerxes, who, returhing from the Grecian expe* ' 
dition, first plundered it of its immense wealth, 
and then laid it in ruins. Alexan<ler proposed 
to rebuild it, but the death of that conqueror put 
a stop to the design. From this time the glory 
of Babylon rapidly declined, till at length the 
place on which this monument of human indus^ 
try and art had reared its stupendous bead, was 
entirely forgotten. 

We are now to behold this greatest among 
mortal priiices, in a difierent and truly melan^ 
choly point of view, not only hurled from his 
throne, but degraded beneath the meanest of 
the i*ace of mankind, and exhibited as an exam* 
pie of terror to princes, who, swoln with vanityj^ 
gnd drunk with power, would arrogate to them- 
selves divine honours. 

Scarcely had Nebuchadnezzar returned from 
the wars, before he was admonished by a dream, 
which none of his wise men could interpret. 
The prophet Daniel, however, declared that it 
was prophetic of the sentence denounced by 
heaven against him, in consequence of which 
he was to be driven out from the society of men, 
and become as a beast, m yjV\v:Vi^\a.V,^\NR.^Vfcxi^ 
fduaia til] he should be bto^^^XX'^ ^^^^ '^^^'^ 
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ef the sapremacy and omnipotence of God, 
when the kingdom skoii Id once more reveitto 
him. 

This awful and extraordinary sentence seems 
to have made no lasting impression upon the 
king, for in a very few nionths after the deDun« 
ciation, as he was walking in his pal&ce, or, as 
some critics think, on the uppermost of the ter- 
races of his hanging garden, and contemplating 
the glories of the city he had adorned, unable to 
contain the pride of his heart, he exclaimed, " Is 
*' not this Great Babylon that I have built, for 
*' the house of the kingdom, by the might of my 
'• power, and for the honour of my majesty }" 
No sooner had he thus spoken, than a voice 
from heaven proclaimed, ** O king Nebuchad- 
'' nezzar, to thee it is spoken the kingdom \i 
*' departed from thee/' And wc are informed 
that he was immediately driven from the soci- 
ety of men, and dwelt with the beasts of the 
field ; that he ate grass as an ox, and bis body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs 
were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails 
like birds' claws. Those who do not take these 
words in their strict literal sense, suppose that, 
iosing his senses, he wandered about the fields^ 
and took up his abode there with the cattle, 
till seven years had passed over his head. 

During^this disorder, his son Evil-merodach 
administered the government so ill as to draw 
down upon him his father's displeasure, and a 
just punishment. When the king came to his 
understanding, he satisfied his injured subjects 
hy exemplary justice on his son ; and giving 
the honour and praise d^xe; \o Oo*i, i^tVwwNV^^- 
iag bim to be above aW.Yie c^^^^^^^'^^^^^Sc. 
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jessum of his kingdom a year longer, and then 
died, having reigned about forty-four year?. 

The circumstances of his death haine heen 
thus related : Having ascended to the top of 
his palace, he prophesied to this effect-^? Be- 
.*' hold, O Babylonians, I foretel you a calamity 
" at hand, which not the fates, nor our forefa* 
'^'ther Belus can possibly avert. A Persian 
" mule shall come, and, by the assistance of your 
" own gods, shall load your necks with a most 
. " galling yoke ; and this destruction shall bef^ 
'* you by meani? of a Mede, i/i whom the Assy- 
/' rians were accustomed to glory. O, would that 
" he, ere thus he betrays my people, were swal« 
" lowed up by some whirlpool, or overwheln^- 
" ed in the depths of the sea ; or that, hurrie4 
" away into some lonely desert, he might there 
" remain a wanderer, never to behold the foot- 
*' steps of mankind. O grant unto me, before 
" he is agitated by this rage of mind, to share a 
" happier end/' Thus speaking, he was sud« 
denly snatched from the sight of men : the same 
end Semiramis is said to have made, 

Evil-merodach, who succeeded his father, by 
.a false step in the early part of his life, laid the 
foundation of that animosity between the Modes 
aqd Persians, which brought oo the disaolutio(i 
of the Babylonian empire. For, having in a. 
.great hunting match entered the country of th^ 
Medes, he began, without any -provocation, to 
l^lunder and lay waste the neighbouring lands* 
Upon which, Astyages, the Mede, attended bv 
his son Cyaxares, his grandson Cyrus, and' such 
troops as could be collected on the ^SGifex^^^s:^^ 
marched out to meet Yum, \>wa^^^'«^^'^^^;^ 
repel force by force. Tlftft ^^w^ ^^'^^^ 
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£vil-merodach was put to the route, and pursu- 
ed with great slaughter to his own borders. 

BviUmerodach had reigned but two years 
vhtn he was murdered by Neriglissar, his sis- 
ter's husband, who succeeded to the throne. 
The first act of this prince was to endeavour to 
csciteall the neighbouringmonarchs a^instthe 
growing power of the Medcs and Persians. On 
the beginning of the fourth year of his reign, 
preparations were made on both sides; the 
Modes and Persians were commanded by Cv- 
riiw, the Babylonians, with their allies, took tfie 
field under the conduct of Neriglissar, and Croc* 
BUS, king of Lydia. The Babylonian army, con- 
sisting of a multitude of various nations, exceed- 
ed verjr much in numbers that of their oppo« 
nents, till they were joined by reinforcements 
under Tigranes, the Armenian. In the midst 
of the preparations, ambassadors arrived from 
India^ to inquire into the grounds and causes of 
the war, with an offer of mediation, if it might 
be accepted, and with a threat, in case it was 
i*ejectcd, of joining those who should appear to 
have most justice Qn their side. 

It is not known how this embassy was con- 

cludcil, but the commencement of hostihtics was 

greatly to the disadvantage of JNeriglissar. Cy- ) 

rus syjodued the Chaldaeans, and obliged them to \ 

take refuge in their mountains. These Chaldae«i 

ans wore the most valiant raceof men in all these 

parts, carrying with them no other arms than a 

wicl^er shield and two javelins ; they entered 

wilhngly into foreign pay, being naturally adr 

dieted to war and very i^t. 

When the main armies eT\^^^»v\«'^^W 

fl/an* wore unable to stand i\i^A^«i>^»^^^^^:^^ 
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themselves to flight ; Cyrus pursued them even . 
into their eatrenchment^ killed Neriglissar, and 
took a multittide of prisoners, and the baggage 
of the whole army. 

The death of the king was an infinite loss to 
the Babyloniajis, for he was a man of great cou- 
rage^ conduct au4 wisdom. His loss was the 
most deplored on account of the tyrannical go« 
vernment of his son and successor, Laboroscar- 
cfaod, who was in every respect the reverse of 
his father, being addicted to all manner of wick-, 
edness, cruelty, and injustice. Two acts of his 
ciruelty towards Gobryas and Godates, Baby lo« 
nian lords, are pardcularly mentioned. . The only: 
son of the former he slew at a hunting match, 
because he pierced with his dart i» wild beast 
which the kins had missed. The other Jbe 
caused to be made an eunuch, because one of his 
concvtbines had commended his beauty. Thi; 
king ww^ slain by.hisownsufcnects, and was suc- 
ceeded by Nabonaditis, who had the chief hand 
in the mul'der. 

. It appears that Nabonadius was the same with 
him who is called, in the book of Daniel, £el- 
fhazzar, and that in his reign the proud city of 
Babylon, the metropolis of the east, was com- 
pletely ruined. Cyrus, having subdued the se-y 
veral nations from the ^geanseato the Euphra- 
tes, and also Syria and Arabia, bent his march 
toward Babylon, and closely besieged the city. 
Having spent two years without gaining any 
considerable advantage over the place, he at 
last resolved upon the following stratagem, 
vrhich gave him complete poasession.of it. l&i^?, 
informed that a great auu\&ai icwX .n«^a ^^^^^ 
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kept in Babylon^ aud that aU the inhabitants on 
that occasion, were accustomed to spend the 
night in drinking and debauchery, he chose that 
as a proper time to surprise them, and accord- 
ingly aent a strong detachment to the head of 
the canal leading to the great lake, with orders 
to break down the bank at a certain hour, aud 
to turn the whole current into the lake. At tlie 
same time he appointed a body of troops at the 
place where the river entered* into the city, and 
another where it came out, ordering them to 
march in by the bed of the river, as soon as it I 

was ferdablc. These troops were commanded i 

by Gobryas and God^tes, who, on account of \ 

the cruelty experienced by them in the former ! 

reign, had joined the ancny and cause of Cyrus. 
When they entered the city, they found ail tho 
gates open, and were enabled to penetrate into 
the very centre of it without opposition ; and 
meeting at the palace, according to a pre-coiw 
ccrted plan, thoy surprised the guards and cut 
them to pieces. Those who were in the palace, ; 

opening the gates to enquire into the cause of 
the confusion, the Persians rushed in, took pos« 
session of the palace, and killed Nabonadius, 
who, sword in hand, came out to meet them. The j 

rest submitted, and the Medes and Persians bc« i 

came masters of the place. Thus was an end 
put to the Babylonian empire, and the prophc* \ 

cies fulfilled, which Lsaiah, Jeremiah^ and Da» 
niel had uttered against it. In that very night, 
the king had entertained a thousand of his lords 
at a great banquet, and having profaned the sa. 
cred vessels wlucVi ^e\i\iclvAduezzar had brought 
tro^i Jcrusdlevn, he VusXs^'w yyvAVrsx wv\\\m>k-^j. 
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of the banqueting room, and afterwards heard 
from the mouth of Dg^ieli the awful doom> 
that his kingdom was taken from him, and given to 
the Mede^j and Persians ; a sentence that was pro* 
bably executed before the prophet could well 
have explained to the terrified monarch and his 
guests its true nature and import. 
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